Why do they use old-fashioned language?
Some Bibles do; but they don’t have to. Words change as the years pass.
Think of the number of words we use now which were not there thirty or forty
years ago - or even less: ecology; microwave; internet. Or words, like deadly,
cool, politically correct, inclusive language, which were and are used, but
sometimes with quite a different meaning! You can probably think of others
yourself. You can get a Bible in old-fashioned language, if you feel better with it;
or you can get one in more up-to-date language.

Why are Bibles different?
1.

2.

3.
4.

Because they were not written in languages we speak in Ireland today. They
need to be translated from Hebrew and Greek. If someone says to you in
Irish “Conas tá tú?”, you could translate that as “How art thou?”, or “How are
you?; or as “How do you do?”; or, more casually, “How’s it going?”; or many
other ways. So you can look for a Bible that speaks to you in the way that
you’re more at home with. Mostly, the words will mean much the same;
sometimes you’ll notice differences of meaning.
Not all Christians agree on how important various writings are. We do agree
on most parts. Some parts accepted by Roman Catholics are not accepted
by some other Christians as being on the same level as the rest. They are
often called the “Apocrypha” or the “Deuterocanonical Books”. Some Bibles
include these; some do not. Good to have them, but don’t let it put you off!
Some Bibles include notes to explain the meaning and background. Some
notes are very full; some are very short, and some Bibles have no notes.
Some have large print and pictures and are heavy to carry; others are small
and light. You can get a full Bible or a part. The full Bible will have the parts
written before the time of Jesus, usually called “The Old Testament” or “The
Jewish Scriptures” (remember, Jesus and all his background are Jewish);
and the parts written after the time of Jesus, usually called “The New
Testament”. You can also get either part separately; or just one booklet
containing one of the four Gospels telling the life of Jesus.

What are all those strange numbers and letters?
They are there to help you find your way; like knowing the meaning of road
signs when you’re driving. You should find a page at the start of the Bible, giving
a list of the names of the books in it, with the page numbers for that Bible.
Sometimes it will also give a shorter form. For example, for the book called
“Genesis” (usually the first book), it may give the shorter form “Gen.”; for
“Matthew”, it may also give “Matt” or “Mt”. You’ll find that easy enough.
What if a friend of yours tells you about something worth reading in your
Bible; but she or he has a different Bible with different page numbers? That’s
why, long after the books were written, some people divided them into chapters,
and each chapter into smaller sections (like sentences) which we call “Verses”.
Some short books only have verses. If you see “Matthew 6:25-34”, it means St.
Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 6, verses 25-34. This should mean pretty much the
same no matter what Bible you look at. (Why not look for it now? You may think
it’s great, or that it’s strange; but you’ll have opened the Bible and found it!)
Sometimes there are two books with the same name. There are two books
of Kings, and two letters to the Corinthians. If they do not spell it out, like “The
Second Book of Kings”, you’ll find “2 Kings”. Recognise 1 Corinthians 13:4-8?
There are three letters of St. John, as well as St. John’s Gospel. If you see 1
John, or 2 John, or 3 John, you’ll know it’s one of the letters. If there’s no number
before the name, it’s the Gospel according to John.
The book of Psalms has 150 songs/prayers called Psalms (not “chapters”);
some long; some very short. Because of two different traditions of dividing them
up, there can be a difference of one or two in the number of a particular Psalm. If
you can’t find what you want, look at the one or two before or after.
A few books are known by two different names. The Book of Revelation is
also called the Book of the Apocalypse. The Book of Ecclesiasticus is also called

the Book of Sirach. Your Bible may have a note to explain it, You can always ask
someone who may know!

Can I believe it all?
Yes: but not all in the same way.
Think of a newspaper. It has news reports, an editorial section, articles written
by journalists and others, advertisements, cartoons. We don’t read an
advertisement as if it were an independent news report. Usually an advertisement
that could seem to be a news report has to carry a warning that it is actually an
advertisement. With an article commenting on some topic, it can be useful to know
who the writer is, and what political background is involved. Sometimes a
“cartoon”, even if it is completely fiction, may contain more truth than other items in
the newspaper that may seem to be completely factual!
It’s not as complicated as it may seem. Just because it’s the Bible, we don’t
have to throw away the common sense that God gave us. We can use the same
sort of judgement about what we read in the Bible as we normally do every day. If
the Bible says that the sun rose, it does not mean that the sun really goes around
the Earth. It means that that is the way that people spoke then (and now too); and
we know what they mean. When the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
speak of the Easter Sunday, the accounts don’t agree in every way. They are
accounts from different witnesses. What is clear is that they agree on this: Jesus is
alive, and risen from the dead!

Is it not dangerous to read the Bible?
Well…Yes! But it’s dangerous to have gas and electricity in the house. That
doesn’t usually prevent us having them. You may be surprised at the power (of a
different kind) you find in the Bible.
Your local parish or church may have a group, so you’re not alone. We can
learn a lot by hearing how the Bible speaks to others. There may also be a group
of people from different local churches: that can be especially enriching.

What if I meet problems?
It means that what you’re reading is making some impression. If it all flows
smoothly, you’re missing something! There are parts of the Bible which are difficult
to make sense of, like lists of names, and so on. And they had different customs at
different times. As you get to know the Bible, you’ll see that things change and
develop. The fact that Abraham had more than one wife does not mean that we
should do the same today. People may quote “Eye for eye, tooth for tooth” (Exodus
21:24), forgetting what Jesus said long after in Matthew 5:38-48. It’s worth looking
up. Words like his could lead someone to say: The parts of the Bible I have most
trouble with are not the parts I don’t understand, but the parts I do understand!
Some parts of the Bible are very comforting and encouraging. Some offer a great
challenge. Some will not seem to speak to you at the time; but that’s okay too.
As you read, watch out for examples of the following kinds of writing. It can
make it easier to understand them when you recognise them.
A: History: Telling the story of the people of the time. It’s never just history; it
always tells of their relationship with God, and of their understanding of how
God acts in their lives.
B: Wisdom: Wise sayings and advice for their time and situation. We need to
ask for God’s wisdom to apply to our world in our own time and situation.
C: Prayer: Especially the Psalms, but also in many other parts of the Bible.
Written for many different reasons. Many in heartfelt joy or anguish. Whatever
your situation, you can often find a Psalm which will speak to you. Nearly
every Christian recognises Psalm 23. (It may be 22 in your Bible: remember
what we said above about Psalm numbers.)
D: Prophecy: This is not necessarily about telling the future. What it means first
is: speaking the Word of God to the people of the day. The messenger is a
spokesperson for God, whom we call a “prophet”. People a very long time
afterwards can find that the message has deep meaning for their lives.
E: Parables: The parables of Jesus are the most famous (you’ll remember Luke
10:25-37). There are other similar stories in other parts of the Bible.

Sunday Readings: Year A: 2019-2020
Two special seasons are Christmas and Easter. Outside these we have
Ordinary Time, which begins at the end of the Christmas season, and continues
until Lent. Easter is 12 April. Ash Wednesday is on 26 Feb. Pentecost on 31
May closes the Easter season. After Trinity Sunday (7 June) and Corpus Christi
(14 June), we resume Ordinary Time with the 12th Sunday on 21 June.
At Sunday Mass we use a three-year cycle of readings from Scripture: A, B and
C. The first reading in Ordinary Time is chosen to relate to the Gospel reading.
This year (Year A), we read mostly the gospel according to St Matthew as
you’ll see in the table below. (Year B: St Mark; year C: St Luke. The gospel
according to John is mostly in Lent and Eastertide.)
In Ordinary Time the first reading is chosen to link with the Gospel reading. The
second reading continues various writings of the New Testament from week to
week. Special Feasts or special days have their own selections.

Occasion
Advent Sunday 1
1 Dec 2019
Advent Sunday 2
Dec 8
Imm. Conception
Mon Dec 9
Advent Sunday 3
Dec 15
Advent Sunday 4
Dec 22
CHRISTMAS (Vigil)
Mon. 24 Dec
CHRISTMAS
(Night)
CHRISTMAS (Dawn)
25 Dec
CHRISTMAS (Day)
25 Dec
Holy Family
Sun. 29 Dec
Christmas 2nd Sunday
5 January 2020
Epiphany of the Lord
Monday 6 Jan
Baptism of the Lord
12 Jan
Ordinary Time Sun 2
19 Jan
Ordinary Time Sun 3
26 Jan
Presentation
of the Lord
2 Feb
Ordinary Time Sun 5
9 Feb
Ordinary Time Sun 6
16 Feb
Ordinary Time Sun 7
16 Feb
Ash Wednesday
26 February
Lent Sunday 1
1 March
Lent Sunday 2
8 March
Lent Sunday 3
15 March
St Patrick
Saturday 15 March

Readings 1 & 2

Psalm

Gospel

Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-9
Genesis 3:9-15,20
Ephesians 3:1-6,11-12
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
James 5:7-10
Isaiah 7:10-14
Romans 1:1-7
Isaiah 62:1-5
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25
Isaiah 9:1-7
Titus 2:11-14
Isaiah 62:11-12
Titus 3:4-7
Isaiah 52:7-10
Hebrews 1:1-6
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17
Sirach 24:1-2, 8-12
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6
Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7
Acts 10:34-38
Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
Isaiah 8:23b—9:3
1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17

121

Matthew 24:37-44

71

Matthew 3:1-12

97

Luke 1:26-38

145

Matthew 11:2-11

23

Matthew 1:18-24

88
96

Matthew 1:1-25
or 1:18-25
Luke 2:1-14

96

Luke 2:15-20

97
127

John 1:1-18
or 1:1-5, 9-14
Matt 2:13-15, 19-23

147

John 1:1-18

71

Matthew 2:1-12

28

Matthew 3:13-17

39

John 1:29-34

26

Matt 4:12-23 or -17

Malachi 3:1-4

23

Luke 2:22-40

111

Matthew 5:13-16

118

Matthew 5:17-37

102

Matthew 5:38-48

50

Matthew 6:1-6,16-18

50

Matthew 4:1-11

32

Matthew 17:1-9

94

John 4:5-42

41

John 4:5-42

Hebrews 2:14-18
Isaiah 58:7-10
1 Corinthians 2:1-5
Sirach 15:15-20
1 Corinthians 2:6-10
Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18
1 Corinthians 3:16-23
Joel 2:12-18
2 Corinthians 5:20 – 6:2
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7
Romans 5:12-19
Genesis 12:1-4a
2 Timothy 1:8b-10
Exodus 17:3-7
Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
Sirach 39:6-10
2 Timothy 4:1-8

Lent Sunday 4
22 March
Lent Sunday 5
29 March

1 Samuel 16: 6-7, 10-13
22
John 9:1-41
Ephesians 5:8-14
Ezekiel 37:12-14
129
John 11:1-45
Romans 8:8-11
Procession of the Palms
Matthew 21:1-11
PALM SUNDAY
of the Lord’s Passion Isaiah 50:4-7
22
Matt 26:14 —27:66
5 April
Philippians 2:6-11
HOLY THURSDAY Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14
115
John 13:1-15
The Lord’s Supper 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
GOOD FRIDAY
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
30
John 18:1—19:42
10 April
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
EASTER VIGIL Genesis 1:1-2:2 or 1, 26-31a
Genesis 22:1-18 or 1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18
SAT. 11 APRIL
Some or all of these Exodus 14:15—15:1 (always); Isaiah 54:5-14; Isaiah 55:1-11
Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28
may be selected Baruch 3:9-15, 32-4:4;
Romans 6:3-11
Matthew 28:1-10
117
EASTER SUNDAY Acts 10:34a, 37-43
John 20:1-9
Colossians 3:1-4
12 April
or 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8
Easter 2
Acts 2:42-47
117
John 20:19-31
19 April
1 Peter 1:3-9
Easter 3
Acts 2:14, 22-33
15
Luke 24:13-35
26 April
1 Peter 1:17-21
Easter 4
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
22
John 10:1-10
3 May
1 Peter 2:20b-25
Easter 5
Acts 6:1-7
32
John 14:1-12
10 May
1 Peter 2:4-9
Easter 6
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
65
John 14:15-21
17 May
1 Peter 3:15-18
Ascension
Acts 1:1-11
46
Matthew 28:16-20
24 May
Ephesians 1:17-23
Genesis 11:1-9
PENTECOST VIGIL
103
or Exodus 19:3-8, 16-20 or
John 7:37-39
30 May
Ezekiel 37:1-14 or Joel 3:1-5
Romans 8:22-27

PENTECOST
SUNDAY
Sun 31 May
Holy Trinity
Sunday 7 June
Corpus Christi
Sun. 14 June
Ordinary Time Sun 12
21 June
Ordinary Time Sun 13
28 June
SS Peter & Paul
Mon 29 June
Ordinary Time Sun 14
5 July
Ordinary Time Sun 15
12 July
Ordinary Time Sun 16
19 July
Ordinary Time Sun 17
26 July
Ordinary Time Sun 18
2 August
Ordinary Time Sun 19
9 August
Assumption of Mary
Saturday 15 August
Ordinary Time Sun 20
16 August
Ordinary Time Sun 21
23 August

Acts 2:1-11
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13
Exodus 34:4-6,8-9
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a
1 Corinthians 10:16-17
Jeremiah 20:10-13
Romans 5:12-15
2 Kings 4:8-11,14-16
Romans 6:3-4,8-11
Acts 12:1-11
2 Timothy 4:6-8,17-18
Zechariah 9:9-10
Romans 8:9, 11-13
Isaiah 55:10-11
Romans 8:18-23
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Romans 8:26-27
1 Kings 3:5, 7-12
Romans 8:28-30
Isaiah 55:1-3
Romans 8:35, 37-39
1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a
Romans 9:1-5
Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6,10
1 Corinthians 15:20-27
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7
Romans 11:13-15, 29-32
Isaiah 22:19-23
Romans 11:33-36

103
Daniel 3
147
68
88
33
144
64
85
118
144
84
44
66
137

John 20:19-23

John 3:16-18
John 6:51-58
Matthew 10:26-33
Matthew 10:37-42
Matthew 16:13-19
Matthew 11:25-30
Matthew 13:1-23
Matthew 13:24-43
Matthew 13:44-52
Matthew 14:13-21
Matthew 14:22-33
Luke 1:39-56

Ordinary Time Sun 22
30 August
Ordinary Time Sun 23
6 Sept
Ordinary Time Sun 24
13 September
Ordinary Time Sun 25
20 September
Ordinary Time Sun 26
27 September
Ordinary Time Sun 27
4 October
Ordinary Time Sun 28
11 October
Ordinary Time Sun 29
Mission Sunday
18 October
Ordinary Time Sun 30
25 October
All Saints Day
Sunday 1 Nov
All Souls Day
Monday 2 Nov
Ordinary Time Sun 32
8 November
Ordinary Time Sun 33
15 Nov
Christ the King
22 Nov

Jeremiah 20:7-9
Romans 12:1-2
Ezekiel 33:7-9
Romans 13:8-10
Sirach 27:30 - 28:7
Romans 14:7-9
Isaiah 55:6-9
Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
Ezekiel 18:25-28
Philippians 2:1-11 or 1-5
Isaiah 5:1-7
Philippians 4:6-9
Isaiah 25:6-10a
Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20
Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b
Exodus 22:20-26
1 Peter 3:15-18
Revelation 7:2-4,9-14
1 John 3:1-3
Choice from a wide selection
of readings
Wisdom 6:12-16
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Prov 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28

62
94
102
144
24
79
22
95
17
23

62
127
22

Matthew 16:21-27

Reading the Bible

Matthew 18:15-20

with the church in 2020!

Mt 18:21-35
Matthew 20:1-16a
Matthew 21:28-32
Matthew 21:33-43
Matthew 22:1-14
John 17:11,17-23
Matthew 22:34-40
Matthew 5:1-12

Matthew 25:1-13
Matthew 25:14-30
Matthew 25:31-46

A PLACE TO START
You’ll need a Bible. You may have one at home. If so, but if it’s
not one you realistically think you’d get started on, ask at your
local church or at a religious or general bookstore. On page 2 of
this leaflet, there’s information about how editions of the Bible differ.
Prices vary from cheap paperback editions, to expensive leather-bound
gilt-edged editions. You can also contact:



Veritas, 8-9 Lr Abbey St., Dublin 1. Tel. (01) 878 8177; www.veritas.ie

Start reading anywhere you like. For example, you could try St.

Mark’s gospel (the shortest); or St. Paul’s very personal letter to

the Philippians; or sample some of the Psalms and see which

speak for you; or the beautiful love story in the short Book of Ruth.
Just ask yourself: “Who is this person I’m reading about? How does
this person experience God in his or her life? What does it say about
my life?” If you find that you stop reading after a while, and find
yourself almost praying, (and finding it good!): - don’t be too
surprised! The reason for the Bible is for us to know God, and his son
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is with us to guide us.
You’re not alone. The Word of God is for all of God’s people.
There are many other people who are on the same journey as you
with the Bible. If you contact a local group, they may follow a
plan of reading in which you could join and share discussion, as well
as doing your own reading. Pray for the gift of understanding. You
could get together with a few friends to talk about it. There are also
many books and booklets to help you. Once you begin to make it part
of your regular “diet”, I hope you’ll begin to think: “Why on earth did
I ever leave it so long!”



Matthew 15:21-28

Please copy this leaflet and distribute freely!

Matthew 16:13-20

Fr. Pádraig McCarthy, Parish of the Ascension of the Lord, Dublin 16
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hink of some newspaper or magazine you read. Now,
imagine that you have in your hands not just one copy, but
all the copies for a year. Would you start to read at the first
page of the first issue, and keep going till you had read to the
end of the last issue? You’d be most unusual to do that; you’d
probably become fed up with the whole thing pretty quickly!
A different way would be to flick through, and pick out the
parts that interest you; pieces that you might enjoy; that might
help you in some way; parts that make sense to you. Doing that,
you might notice another article or section you hadn’t thought of
at first, but you realise now is of interest. And so, little by little,
you get more into it. But then you could miss out some bits!
In some ways, the Bible is like that. It’s a collection of
writings (we usually call them “books”, though some are very
short). It’s like a small library of books, written over a long
period of time. They are gathered together into one book we
usually call “The Bible”. “Scripture” means “writings” – the
Irish word “scríobh” means “write”. Many parts started long
before they were ever written down. They were stories and
memories passed on faithfully by word of mouth. Just pick the
part you’d like to start with.
In this leaflet you’ll find a table of readings for Sunday
celebrations of Mass for Dec. 2019 – Nov. 2020, following the
“Roman Lectionary”. Some other churches use the “Revised
Common Lectionary”, which is similar, but with variations.
Would you think of finding one of the readings in your
Bible at home before each Sunday to prepare your mind?
 BUT I DON’T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE BIBLE!
You may be surprised how much you know. If you go to
church regularly, or even occasionally, you’ll already be
familiar with quite a bit.
 WHY BOTHER READING STORIES OF LONG AGO?
For the same reason you like to read human-interest stories
of long ago or of today; or watch a film of Robin Hood; or
follow the fantasy adventures of Star Trek or of The Lord of the
Rings or of Harry Potter: people trying to live their lives, facing
difficulties, getting into a terrible mess sometimes; and
sometimes discovering something tremendous. It’s that
“something tremendous” in the Bible that makes it different.
 DON’T DIFFERENT CHURCHES TAKE DIFFERENT MEANINGS?
Yes; and so do individual people! We can learn from one
another in community. It is good to come to know the faith and
tradition of your own church first. This will give you a good
foundation. If you are hearing or reading what another church
says, it is helpful to know what their faith is – for example, what
they believe about Jesus Christ.

