
TAKING ANOTHER LOOK 
AT LUKE’S JESUS 

(6) Proclamation Acts 2

A  
GREAT PROPHET 

HAS ARISEN 
AMONG US 

(LUKE 7:16)



PROGRAMME

1. How to read Luke 

2. Birth: Samuel and David (Luke 1-2) 

3. Mission: Isaiah (Luke 4) 

4. Role: Elijah (Luke 7) 

5. Identity: Moses (Luke 9) 

6. Proclamation: Acts 2 



SEQUENCE
• Introduction to the Acts 

• OT Backgrounds 

• Acts 2:1-13: Pentecost 

• Acts 2:14-41: Peter’s Speech 

• Reverberations throughout the Acts 

• A prophetic community of prophets 

• And so… 



INTRODUCTION TO THE ACTS
• Starts in Jerusalem and 

ends in Rome. 

• Really the story of Peter 
and then Paul; Peter peters 
out. 

• Large biblical theology of 
history, found chiefly in the 
speeches. 

• About one third of Acts is 
made up of speeches. 

• The break with Judaism 
and the inclusion of the 
Gentiles. 

• The “we” passages in Acts. 

• The vast number of 
characters. 

• Certain scenes receive 
extensive treatment 
(Cornelius; the journey to 
Rome). 

• Ends happily, but strangely 
without closure.



INTRODUCTION
Paul Ricoeur: three kinds of historiography. 
• Documentary History. 
• Explanatory History. 
• Poetic History. 
✴ Marked by divine interventions. 
✴ For example: Acts 16:6-10. 

• So, a narrative of origins (“histoire de 
commencement”). 

• But also: geography, politics, Roman institutions, 
place names etc.



INTRODUCTION

So, not a novel, nor biography, nor 
history, nor apologetics in the strict 
sense. 
Rather, narrative of origins, broadly 
historical and strongly apologetic, 
aimed at instructing the hearers / 
readers at the time of writing.



READING
Acts 2:1   Now when the day of 
Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a 
sound like a violent wind blowing came 
from heaven and filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. 3 And tongues 
spreading out like a fire appeared to 
them and came to rest on each one of 
them.  

4 All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and they began to speak in other 
languages as the Spirit enabled them. 

Acts 2:5   Now there were devout Jews 
from every nation under heaven 
residing in Jerusalem. 6 When this 
sound occurred, a crowd gathered and 
was in confusion, because each one 
heard them speaking in his own 
language.  

7 Completely baffled, they said, “Aren’t 
all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 
And how is it that each one of us hears 
them in our own native language? 9 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and the province 
of Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabs—we hear them speaking in our 
own languages about the great deeds 
God has done!” 12 All were astounded 
and greatly confused, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13 
But others jeered at the speakers, 
saying, “They are drunk on new wine!” 



BACKGROUNDS
• Shavuot or Pentecost is one of the three pilgrimage feast of 

Judaism. Legislation can be found in Ex 23:16; 34:12; Lev 
23:15-21; Dt 16:9-12. 

• In the Hebrew Bible: the Festival of Weeks.  

• It was an important harvest feast as we see from Paul’s 
eagerness to be in Jerusalem for it (Acts 20:16).  

• By the time of Jesus’ ministry, it had also come to mark the 
giving of the Law, the Torah, on Mount Sinai. The metaphors 
used—sound, wind and fire—all have a considerable OT 
background. 

• The link was clear in Rabbinic Judaism:  

• “Pentecost is the day on which the Torah was given.” 
Babylonian Talmud b. Pesaḥ 68b.



• The feast is also mentioned in the Mishnah, in the significant context 
of the last judgment:  

• At four seasons of the year the world is judged: at Passover for grain; 
at Pentecost for fruit of the tree; at the New Year all who enter the 
world pass before Him like troops since it is said, He who fashions the 
hearts of them al& who considers all their works (Ps. 33:15); and on 
the Festival [of Tabernacles] they are judged in regard to water.  (Rosh 
Hashanah 1:2) 

• In the third month after the Israelites went out from the land of Egypt, 
on the very day, they came to the Desert of Sinai. (Exodus 19:1) That 
is, roughly 50 days later. Cf. fire, sound and speech.

BACKGROUNDS



• When the writer of Acts tells the story of the 
first Christian Pentecost, he has in mind a rich 
world of reference: growth, harvest, gift, 
instruction, in-gathering, freedom, new life.   

• Unleashed by the Holy Spirit — wind, sound 
and fire — it symbolises in our context the 
birth of the Christian community in the 
world, another, universal in-gathering of all 
peoples into God’s cosmic project. 

BACKGROUNDS



Now the whole earth had one language 
and the same words. And as they 
migrated from the east, they came 
upon a plain in the land of Shinar and 
settled there. And they said to one 
another, “Come, let us make bricks, and 
burn them thoroughly.” And they had 
brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar.  

Then they said, “Come, let us build 
ourselves a city, and a tower with its top 
in the heavens, and let us make a name 
for ourselves; otherwise we shall be 
scattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth.” The Lord came down to 
see the city and the tower, which 
mortals had built.  

And the Lord said, “Look, they are one 
people, and they have all one 
language; and this is only the 
beginning of what they will do; nothing 
that they propose to do will now be 
impossible for them. Come, let us go 
down, and confuse their language 
there, so that they will not understand 
one another’s speech.”  

So the Lord scattered them abroad 
from there over the face of all the earth, 
and they left off building the city. 
Therefore it was called Babel, because 
there the Lord confused the language 
of all the earth; and from there the Lord 
scattered them abroad over the face of 
all the earth.  (Genesis 11:1–9)

BACKGROUNDS



Joel 2:28 Then afterward (Luke redacts: in the last days) I will 
pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men 
shall see visions. 29 Even on the male and female slaves, in those 
days, I will pour out my spirit. (Luke adds: and they shall 
prophesy). 30   I will show portents in the heavens and on the 
earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke.  31 The sun shall be 
turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord comes (Luke redacts: before the coming 
of the Lord’s great and glorious day).  32 Then everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved; (Luke omits the 
remaining phrases:) for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall 
be those who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the 
survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.

BACKGROUNDS



WITHIN ACTS
• This dramatic scene and commentary correspond in some 

measure to the opening tableau in Luke 4:16-30. Like that opening 
scene in the Gospel, the portrayal of the day of Pentecost is both 
synthetic and programmatic.  

• It is synthetic in that it gathers into a foundational scene the many 
experiences of the Holy Spirit which marked the life of the early 
church.  

• It is programmatic in that this is the scene which holds the energy 
behind the breath-taking expansion of the Way recounted in the 
Acts.  

• Luke lays out the material in the symbolic language of forty days of 
appearances and the outpouring the Spirit fifty days after Passover.



WITHIN ACTS
• By reversing linguistic disunity, the 

experience is revealed as both ash 
eschatological event of new creation 
and a utopian restoration of the unity of 
the human race. 

• The gift of the Spirit is the present 
eschatological gift and this gift is for the 
entire human race. 



WITHIN ACTS
• The text of Joel directs our understanding of the Pentecost event and 

links it to the rest of the Acts. 

• The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter were greatly 
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even 
on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
praising God.  (Acts 10:45–46) 

• When they heard this, they were baptised in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and when Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came 
upon them, and they began to speak in tongues and to prophesy. 
(Acts 19:5–6) 

• Cf. So if the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, 
and unbelievers or uninformed people enter, will they not say that 
you have lost your minds?  (= 1 Corinthians 14:23; cf. 1 Corinthians 
12-14 in general)



PENTECOST TABLEAU
Vv.1-4: a single unity 

A. v.2 Sound like 

B. v. 2 Sound filled 

A* v.3 Tongues like 

B* v. 3 Tongues sat 

Vv. 5-13: the tableau 

A. v. 5 Introduction 

B. v.6 Summary 

C. vv. 7-12 development of the summary 

D. v. 13 A contrary explanation



THUS FAR…

• This is a symbolic tableau, capturing multiple experiences of 
the Spirit, in dialogue with Genesis 11:1-9 and Joel.  

• It combines the two themes of the Jewish feast of Shavuot / 
Pentecost.  

• (i) Harvest: Pentecost initiates the gathering in of the Gentiles. 
Harvest language always suggests sifting, i.e. judgment.  

• (ii) The giving of the Law on Sinai: Pentecost celebrated the 
writing of the Law on the hearts of believers (cf. Jeremiah).  

• (iii) Fulfilment of Joel



THUS FAR…

• This is a symbolic tableau, capturing multiple experiences of 
the Spirit, in dialogue with Genesis 11:1-9 and Joel.  

• It combines the two themes of the Jewish feast of Shavuot / 
Pentecost.  

• (i) Harvest: Pentecost initiates the gathering in of the Gentiles. 
Harvest language always suggests sifting, i.e. judgment.  

• (ii) The giving of the Law on Sinai: Pentecost celebrated the 
writing of the Law on the hearts of believers (cf. Jeremiah).  

• (iii) Fulfilment of Joel



PETER’S SPEECH
• 50% of Acts is made up of 

sermons, discourse and 
letters 

• Letters 
• Jerusalem Council to 

Gentiles (15:23-29); 
Claudius Lysias to Felix 
(23:27-30) 

• Speeches 
• 33% is made up of Christian 

sermons 

• Peter: 8 
• Stephen: (7:2-53) 
• Cornelius  (10:30-33) 
• James: 2 (15:13-21, 

21:20-25) 
• Paul: 9 
• Gamaliel the Pharisee 

(5:35-39) 
• Demetrius the silver-smith 

(19:25-27) 
• Tertullus the lawyer (24:2-8) 
• Festus the governor 

(23:27-30) 



PETER’S SPEECH
• Peter’s eight 

speeches  

• Acts 1:16-22; 
2:14-36, 38-39; 
3:12-26; 4:8-12, 
19-20; 5:29-32; 
10:34-43; 11:5- 17; 
15:7-11 

• Paul’s nine 
speeches 

• Acts 13:16-41; 
14:15-17; 17:22-31; 
20:18-35; 22:1-21; 
24:10-21; 26:2-23, 
25-27; 27:21-26; 
28:17-20



Acts 2:14   But Peter stood up with the eleven, raised his voice, and 
addressed them: “You men of Judea and all you who live in 
Jerusalem, know this and listen carefully to what I say. 15 In spite of 
what you think, these men are not drunk, for it is only nine o’clock in 
the morning. 16 But this is what was spoken about through the 
prophet Joel: 
17  ‘And in the last days it will be,’ God says, 
 ‘that I will pour out my Spirit on all people, 
 and your sons and your daughters will prophesy, 
 and your young men will see visions, 
 and your old men will dream dreams. 
18  Even on my servants, both men and women, 
 I will pour out my Spirit in those days,  
 and they will prophesy. 
19  And I will perform wonders in the sky above 
 and miraculous signs on the earth below, 
 blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 
20  The sun will be changed to darkness 
 and the moon to blood 
 before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes. 
21  And then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord  
 will be saved.’ 

Acts 2:22   “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, 
a man clearly attested to you by God with powerful deeds, wonders, 
and miraculous signs that God performed among you through him, 
just as you yourselves know– 23 this man, who was handed over by 
the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you executed 
by nailing him to a cross at the hands of Gentiles. 24 But God raised 
him up, having released him from the pains of death, because it was 
not possible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says about 
him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always in front of me,  
 for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken. 
26  Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue rejoiced; 
 my body also will live in hope, 
27  because you will not leave my soul in Hades, 
 nor permit your Holy One to experience decay. 

28  You have made known to me the paths of life; 
 you will make me full of joy with your presence.’ 

Acts 2:29   “Brothers, I can speak confidently to you about our 
forefather David, that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is 
with us to this day. 30 So then, because he was a prophet and knew 
that God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his 
descendants on his throne, 31 David by foreseeing this spoke about 
the resurrection of the Christ, that he was neither abandoned to 
Hades, nor did his body experience decay. 32 This Jesus God raised 
up, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 So then, exalted to the right 
hand of God, and having received the promise of the Holy Spirit 
from the Father, he has poured out what you both see and hear. 34 
For David did not ascend into heaven, but he himself says, 
 ‘The Lord said to my lord, 
 “Sit at my right hand  
35  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ 

Acts 2:36   Therefore let all the house of Israel know beyond a 
doubt that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord 
and Christ.” 

Acts 2:37   Now when they heard this, they were acutely distressed 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “What should we do, 
brothers?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each one of you be 
baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is 
for you and your children, and for all who are far away, as many as 
the Lord our God will call to himself.” 40 With many other words he 
testified and exhorted them saying, “Save yourselves from this 
perverse generation!” 41 So those who accepted his message were 
baptised, and that day about three thousand people were added. 



PETER’S SPEECH

• Linear 

• 1-13   Narrative introduction 

• 14-21 What happened? 

• 22-36  Jesus is the Messiah 

• 37-41 Consequences



PETER’S SPEECH
A. God raised Jesus 

 B. Scriptural proof (David) 

  C. Scriptural interpretation 

   D. Resurrection / witnesses 

   D*. Exaltation / witnesses 

  C*. Scriptural interpretation 

 B*. Scriptural proof (David) 

A*. God made Jesus Lord and Messiah



PETER’S SPEECH
Role of the speech in Luke’s overall work 

1. Fulfilment of Acts 1:8 

2. Explanation of xenolalia 

3. Mission and conversion begin  

Functions of the Spirit 

4. Power, witness, mission 

5. Incorporation into the true Israel 

6. God’s will through prophecy (Jewish and Christian) and 
community discernment 



PETER’S SPEECH
• This speech has an important foundational significance. 

• The speech is nearly three times as long as the event it explains. 

• NB people of Judea and who live in Jerusalem. 

• Culturally: ecstasy association with inebriation (e.g. Dionysius; also 
celebrated in the Holy Land). 

• NB voice (2:6) / addressed (2:4); i.e. the Pentecost event is divinely 
inspired and so is this interpretation so closely joined to it.  

• Know this (v.14) and  know (v. 36) form an inclusio.  

• Keys: the main scripture citations.



PETER’S SPEECH
JOEL 

Joel 2:28  (3:1) After all of this I will pour out my Spirit 
on all kinds of people. 
 Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 
 Your elderly will have revelatory dreams; 
 your young men will see prophetic visions.  

29  Even on male and female servants 
 I will pour out my Spirit in those days.  

30  I will produce portents both in the sky and on the 
earth– 
 blood, fire, and columns of smoke.  

31  The sunlight will be turned to darkness 
 and the moon to the colour of blood, 
 before the day of the Lord comes– 
 that great and terrible day!  
32  It will so happen that 
 everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be   
 delivered. 
  

ACTS 

17  ‘And in the last days it will be,’ God says, 
 ‘that I will pour out my Spirit on all people, 
 and your sons and your daughters will prophesy, 
 and your young men will see visions, 
 and your old men will dream dreams. 

18  Even on my servants, both men and women, 
 I will pour out my Spirit in those days,  

and they will prophesy. 
19  And I will perform wonders in the sky above 
 and miraculous signs on the earth below, 
 blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 

20  The sun will be changed to darkness 
 and the moon to blood 
 before the great and glorious day of the Lord    
 comes. 

21  And then everyone who calls on the name of the   
 Lord will be saved.’



PETER’S SPEECH
Ps 15:8  I kept seeing the Lord always before me, 

  because he is at my right, that I might not be shaken.  

Ps 15:9    Therefore my heart was glad, 

  and my tongue rejoiced; 

  moreover, my flesh will encamp in hope,  

10  because you will not abandon my soul to Hades 

  or give your devout to see corruption. 

Ps 15:11    You made known to me ways of life. 

  You will fill me with gladness along with your face; 

  in your right hand are delights, completely. 



PETER’S SPEECH

Ps 109:1   (110)   Pertaining to Dauid. A Psalm.  

 (1)  The Lord said to my lord, “Sit on my right 

  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” 



PETER’S SPEECH
Acts 2:22   “Men of Israel, listen to these words: 
Jesus the Nazarene, a man clearly attested to you 
by God with powerful deeds, wonders, and 
miraculous signs that God performed among you 
through him, just as you yourselves know– 23 this 
man, who was handed over by the predetermined 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you executed by 
nailing him to a cross at the hands of Gentiles. 24 
But God raised him up, having released him from 
the pains of death, because it was not possible for 
him to be held in its power. 



PETER’S SPEECH
Acts 2:36   Therefore let all the house of Israel know beyond a 
doubt that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified both 
Lord and Christ.” 

Acts 2:37   Now when they heard this, they were acutely 
distressed and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “What 
should we do, brothers?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and 
each one of you be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and your children, and for all 
who are far away, as many as the Lord our God will call to 
himself.” 40 With many other words he testified and exhorted 
them saying, “Save yourselves from this perverse generation!” 41 
So those who accepted his message were baptised, and that day 
about three thousand people were added.



PETER’S SPEECH
Acts 10:44   While Peter was still speaking these 
words, the Holy Spirit fell on all those who heard 
the message. 45 The circumcised believers who 
had accompanied Peter were greatly astonished 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 
out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and praising God. Then 
Peter said, 47 “No one can withhold the water 
for these people to be baptised, who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?”



PETER’S SPEECH
• Peter becomes the spokesperson for the apostolic faith…

and delivers the first Christian homily. It is missionary and 
evangelistic, i.e. it proclaims the central elements of the 
Christian faith to people who are not Christians, calling 
them to repentance and faith.  

• In the modern world, most sermons preached in churches 
are not evangelistic but address those who already profess 
the faith.  

• In an increasingly secular world, the church can learn from 
the sermons in Acts the nature of evangelistic preaching, 
which does not presuppose faith but generates it.  

Eugene Boring



A PROPHETIC COMMUNITY
• Peter grounds his proclamation on the prophets and the 

Psalms (read prophetically) 

• Peter portrays Jesus as a prophet, mighty in word and 
dead. 

• Jesus, in his death and resurrection, fulfils the ancient 
prophecies. 

• By the gift of Pentecost, a new out-pouring of the Spirit 
takes place, triggering the evangelical mission and the 
spirit-filled existence of a prophetic church.  

• Thus, the story continues in the life of the Christian 
community. 



AND SO…

• Today…


