
TAKING ANOTHER LOOK 
AT LUKE’S JESUS 

(5) Identity: Moses

A  
GREAT PROPHET 

HAS ARISEN 
AMONG US 

(LUKE 7:16)



PROGRAMME

1. How to read Luke 

2. Birth: Samuel and David (Luke 1-2) 

3. Mission: Isaiah (Luke 4) 

4. Role: Elijah (Luke 7) 

5. Identity: Moses (Luke 9) 

6. Proclamation: Acts 2 



SEQUENCE
• The Transfiguration 

• The background 

• Synoptic view 

• Comparing versions 

• Special to Luke 

• Context of Luke-Acts 

• Luke’s Message 

• And so…



Matthew Mark Luke

Matt. 17:1   Six days later, Jesus took 
with him Peter and James and his 
brother John and led them up a high 
mountain, by themselves.  2 And he 
was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white.  3 
Suddenly there appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with him.  4 
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is 
good for us to be here; if you wish, I 
will make three dwellings here, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.”  5 While he was still speaking, 
suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 
listen to him!”  6 When the disciples 
heard this, they fell to the ground and 
were overcome by fear.  7 But Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, “Get 
up and do not be afraid.”  8 And when 
they looked up, they saw no one 
except Jesus himself alone. 

Mark 9:2   Six days later, Jesus took 
with him Peter and James and John, 
and led them up a high mountain 
apart, by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them,  3 and his 
clothes became dazzling white, such 
as no one on earth could bleach 
them.  4 And there appeared to them 
Elijah with Moses, who were talking 
with Jesus.  5 Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be 
here; let us make three dwellings, 
one for you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.”  6 He did not know what to 
say, for they were terrified.  7 Then a 
cloud overshadowed them, and from 
the cloud there came a voice, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”  
8 Suddenly when they looked 
around, they saw no one with them 
any more, but only Jesus. 

Luke 9:28   Now about eight days after 
these sayings Jesus took with him Peter 
and John and James, and went up on the 
mountain to pray.  29 And while he was 
praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became dazzling 
white.  30 Suddenly they saw two men, 
Moses and Elijah, talking to him.  31 They 
appeared in glory and were speaking of 
his departure, which he was about to 
accomplish at Jerusalem.  32 Now Peter 
and his companions were weighed down 
with sleep; but since they had stayed 
awake, they saw his glory and the two men 
who stood with him.  33 Just as they were 
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it 
is good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said.  
34 While he was saying this, a cloud came 
and overshadowed them; and they were 
terrified as they entered the cloud.  35 
Then from the cloud came a voice that 
said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to 
him!”  36 When the voice had spoken, 
Jesus was found alone. And they kept 
silent and in those days told no one any of 
the things they had seen. 



BACKGROUND
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the 
cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the 
LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 
called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the 
appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the 
sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the 
cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on 
the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

  (Exodus 24:15–18)



BACKGROUND
Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came 
down from the mountain with the two tablets of the 
covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the 
skin of his face shone because he had been talking 
with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw 
Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they 
were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to 
them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the 
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with 
them.   

(Exodus 34:29–31)



BACKGROUND
At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there.   Then the word of 
the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, 
“I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is 
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not 
in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and 
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face 
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there 
came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”   

(1Kings 19:9–13)



BACKGROUND
His body was like beryl, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming 
torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and the 
sound of his words like the roar of a multitude. I, Daniel, alone saw the 
vision; the people who were with me did not see the vision, though a 
great trembling fell upon them, and they fled and hid themselves. So I 
was left alone to see this great vision. My strength left me, and my 
complexion grew deathly pale, and I retained no strength. Then I heard 
the sound of his words; and when I heard the sound of his words, I fell 
into a trance, face to the ground. 

But then a hand touched me and roused me to my hands and knees. He 
said to me, “Daniel, greatly beloved, pay attention to the words that I am 
going to speak to you. Stand on your feet, for I have now been sent to 
you.” So while he was speaking this word to me, I stood up trembling.  

(Daniel 10:6–11)



SYNOPTIC RELATIONSHIPS
158/59 

Mark 

[96]                         [61]  

	 	 Matthew	 	 	 	 Luke 

	 	 194 / 90	      [8]	 	 	 209 / 140 

   



COMPARING VERSIONS
Matthew Mark Luke

1   Six days later, 
Jesus took with 
him Peter and 
James and his 
brother John and 
led them up a high 
mountain, by 
themselves. 

2   Six days later, 
Jesus took with 
him Peter and 
James and John, 
and led them up a 
high mountain 
apart, by 
themselves. And 
he was transfigured 
before them, 

28   Now about 
eight days after 
these sayings 
Jesus took with 
him Peter and John 
and James, and 
went up on the 
mountain to pray. 



COMPARING VERSIONS
Matthew Mark Luke

2 And he was 
transfigured 
before them, and 
his face shone like 
the sun, and his 
clothes became 
dazzling white. 

3 and his clothes 
became dazzling 
white, such as no 
one on earth 
could bleach 
them. 

29 And while he 
was praying, the 
appearance of 
his face changed, 
and his clothes 
became dazzling 
white. 



COMPARING VERSIONS
Matthew Mark Luke

3 Suddenly there 
appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, 
talking with him. 

4 And there 
appeared to them 
Elijah with Moses, 
who were talking 
with Jesus. 

30 Suddenly they 
saw two men, 
Moses and Elijah, 
talking to him.  31 
They appeared in 
glory and were 
speaking of his 
departure, which 
he was about to 
accomplish at 
Jerusalem. 



COMPARING VERSIONS

Matthew Mark Luke

32 Now Peter and 
his companions 
were weighed 
down with sleep; 
but since they had 
stayed awake, they 
saw his glory and 
the two men who 
stood with him. 



COMPARING VERSIONS
Matthew Mark Luke

4 Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Lord, it is 
good for us to be 
here; if you wish, I will 
make three dwellings 
here, one for you, 
one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” 

5 Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be 
here; let us make 
three dwellings, one 
for you, one for 
Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” 

33 Just as they were 
leaving him, Peter 
said to Jesus, 
“Master, it is good 
for us to be here; let 
us make three 
dwellings, one for 
you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah”—
not knowing what 
he said. 



COMPARING VERSIONS
Matthew Mark Luke

5 While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a 
bright cloud 
overshadowed them, 
and from the cloud a 
voice said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved; with 
him I am well pleased; 
listen to him!” 

7 Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, 
and from the cloud 
there came a voice, 
“This is my Son, the 
Beloved; listen to him!” 

34 While he was saying 
this, a cloud came and 
overshadowed them; 
and they were 
terrified as they 
entered the cloud.  35 
Then from the cloud 
came a voice that said, 
“This is my Son, my 
Chosen; listen to him!” 



COMPARING VERSIONS
Matthew Mark Luke

6 When the disciples 
heard this, they fell to 
the ground and were 
overcome by fear.  7 
But Jesus came and 
touched them, 
saying, “Get up and 
do not be afraid.” 



COMPARING VERSIONS
Matthew Mark Luke

8 And when they 
looked up, they saw 
no one except Jesus 
himself alone. 

8 Suddenly when 
they looked around, 
they saw no one with 
them any more, but 
only Jesus. 

36 When the voice 
had spoken, Jesus 
was found alone. 
And they kept silent 
and in those days 
told no one any of 
the things they had 
seen. 



SPECIAL TO LUKE

v. 28 Introduction and context 

vv. 29-31 The sign from God 

v. 32 A general human reaction 

vv. 33 A specific human reaction 

vv. 34-35 Interpretation of the sign from God 

v. 36 Human reaction and conclusion. 

VISUAL

AUDITORY



SPECIAL TO LUKE

• Eight days, to pray 

• His appearance changed (special word) 

• His departure (exodus); Jerusalem 

• The disciples remain awake 

• As they were leaving… 

• They entered the cloud 

• Silence is natural (not instructed)



SPECIAL TO LUKE

• The immediate setting is like Mark’s - the seeing of the Kingdom. 

• “Time” of Moses and Elijah is over 

• Luke’s tripartite view of history 

• Jesus’ death is an “exodus” 

• Genre: example of prayer



CONTEXT OF LUKE-ACTS

• Deut 18:15   The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among you–from your fellow Israelites; you must listen to him.  

• Mal 4:5 Look, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and 
terrible day of the LORD arrives. 6 He will encourage fathers and their 
children to return to me, so that I will not come and strike the earth 
with judgment.” 

• Because of Moses and Elijah, the Transfiguration foreshadows the end 
of time, it proclaims the kingdom of God now and anticipates the final 
victory of Jesus. 

• Also: Psalm 43 



CONTEXT OF LUKE-ACTS

Ps 43:2  For you are the God who shelters me. 

 Why do you reject me? 

 Why must I walk around mourning 

 because my enemies oppress me?  

3  Reveal your light and your faithfulness! 

 They will lead me, 

 they will escort me back to your holy hill, 

 and to the place where you live.



CONTEXT OF LUKE-ACTS
“Psalm 43:2 states: ‘Why do I go about mourning, under the oppression 
of the enemy?’ [Has not God saved me in the past and does he not tell 
me now]—Did I not send you redemption (in Egypt), as it is said: ‘Please 
send Moses, his servant, Aaron whom he chose’ [Ps. 105:26].  

Please send us another two as their counterparts, as the next verse in 
Psalm 43:3 says: ‘Send “your Light” and “your Truth”; they will lead me.’ 
God informed them: I will send you salvation again. And so Scripture 
says, ‘Behold I will send you Elijah the Prophet’ [Mal. 3:23]. So now one 
has been named. The second one is ‘Yea my servant, I shall take hold of 
him, my chosen one [in whom I delight]’ [Isa. 42:1].  

This is the interpretation of the words of Ps. 43:3: ‘Send “your Light” and 
“your Truth”; they will lead me; they will bring me to your holy mountain 
and to your tents.’” (Midrash on Ps. 43)



CONTEXT OF LUKE-ACTS
Now when all the people were baptised, Jesus also was baptised. And 
while he was praying, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my one dear Son; in you I take great delight.” (Luke 
3:21–22) 

Then a voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen 
One. Listen to him!”  (Luke 9:35) 

The people also stood there watching, but the rulers ridiculed him, 
saying, “He saved others. Let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, 
his chosen one!” (Luke 23:35)



CONTEXT OF LUKE-ACTS

Luke 8:51 Now when he came to the house, Jesus did not let anyone go 
in with him except Peter, John, and James, and the child’s father and 
mother.  

Luke 9:28   Now about eight days after these sayings, Jesus took with him 
Peter, John, and James, and went up the mountain to pray. 32 Now 
Peter and those with him were quite sleepy, but as they became fully 
awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 

Luke 22:45 When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping, exhausted from grief. 46 So he said to them, 
“Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you will not fall into 
temptation!”



CONTEXT OF LUKE-ACTS

Luke 9:30 Then two men, Moses and Elijah, began talking with him. 32 
Now Peter and those with him were quite sleepy, but as they became 
fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.  

Luke 24:4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men 
stood beside them in dazzling attire.  

Acts 1:10 As they were still staring into the sky while he was going, 
suddenly two men in white clothing stood near them 11 and said, “Men 
of Galilee, why do you stand here looking up into the sky? This same 
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will come back in the 
same way you saw him go into heaven.” 



CONTEXT OF LUKE-ACTS
Luke 9:7   Now Herod the tetrarch heard about everything that was happening, and 
he was thoroughly perplexed, because some people were saying that John had 
been raised from the dead, 8 while others were saying that Elijah had appeared, 
and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had risen. 9 Herod said, “I had 
John beheaded, but who is this about whom I hear such things?” So Herod 
wanted to learn about Jesus. 

Luke 9:27 But I tell you most certainly, there are some standing here who will not 
experience death before they see the kingdom of God.” 

Luke 9:51   Now when the days drew near for him to be taken up, (analēpsis) Jesus 
set out resolutely to go to Jerusalem.  

Luke 24:50   Then Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. 51 Now during the blessing he departed and was taken up  
(anaphereto) into heaven. 

Acts 1:9 After he had said this, while they were watching, he was lifted up 
(hupelaben) and a cloud hid him from their sight.  



LUKE’S MESSAGE
• Like Moses, Jesus is to be listened to 

• Like Moses, Jesus has an exodus 

• Like Moses in the Midrash of Ps 43, Jesus is the chosen one 

• Like Moses, Jesus fed the people in the wilderness 

• Like Elijah, Jesus will be lifted up 

• Like Elijah, Jesus raised the only child of a widow 

• Unlike both: Jesus will be the final bearer of God’s word 
(prophet) because he is the Son of God, who died and rose 
from the dead (cf. all the links). 



AND SO…
• Luke has take a story from Mark. 

• He has rewritten to reflect his interest in prayer. 

• He changes the role of Moses and Elijah, both in the topic 
under discussion and in their “disappearance.” 

• Clearly the story has to do with the identity of Jesus (Son) and 
with his destiny (cross and resurrection). 

• By means of this rewriting, Luke has used the story to express 
the double sense of continuity and discontinuity in Jesus. 

• By strengthening the allusions to the Old Testament and 
Jewish tradition, Luke responds to the proto-Marcionism of his 
day.  


