
TAKING ANOTHER LOOK 
AT LUKE’S JESUS 

(4) Role: Elijah

A  
GREAT PROPHET 

HAS ARISEN 
AMONG US 

(LUKE 7:16)



PROGRAMME

1. How to read Luke 

2. Birth: Samuel and David (Luke 1-2) 

3. Mission: Isaiah (Luke 4) 

4. Role: Elijah (Luke 7) 

5. Identity: Moses (Luke 9) 

6. Proclamation: Acts 2 



SEQUENCE
• Luke 7:11-17 

• OT background 

• Place in Luke’s gospel 

• Echoes in the Acts 

• Commentary 

• Elijah in Luke-Acts 

• And so… 



LUKE 7:11-17
Luke 7:11   Soon afterwards 
Jesus went to a town called Nain, 
and his disciples and a large 
crowd went with him.  12 As he 
approached the gate of the 
town, a man who had died was 
being carried out. He was his 
mother’s only son, and she was a 
widow; and with her was a large 
crowd from the town.  13 When 
the Lord saw her, he had 
compassion for her and said to 
her, “Do not weep.”   

14 Then he came forward and 
touched the bier, and the 
bearers stood still. And he said, 
“Young man, I say to you, rise!”  
15 The dead man sat up and 
began to speak, and Jesus gave 
him to his mother.  16 Fear 
seized all of them; and they 
glorified God, saying, “A great 
prophet has risen among us!” 
and “God has looked favourably 
on his people!”  17 This word 
about him spread throughout 
Judea and all the surrounding 
country.



LUKE 7:11-17
• This story is unique to Luke 

• There are obvious parallels with the 
story of Elijah and the widow of 
Zarephath.  

• It should be read in conjunction with 
Luke 7:1-10 and in the whole context 
of Luke 7:1-50.



OT BACKGROUND
1Kings 17:17   After this the son of 
the woman, the mistress of the house, 
became ill; his illness was so severe 
that there was no breath left in him.  
18 She then said to Elijah, “What have 
you against me, O man of God? You 
have come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance, and to cause the 
death of my son!”  19 But he said to 
her, “Give me your son.” He took him 
from her bosom, carried him up into 
the upper chamber where he was 
lodging, and laid him on his own bed.  
20 He cried out to the Lord, “O Lord 
my God, have you brought calamity 
even upon the widow with whom I am 
staying, by killing her son?”   

21 Then he stretched himself upon 
the child three times, and cried out to 
the Lord, “O Lord my God, let this 
child’s life come into him again.”  22 
The Lord listened to the voice of 
Elijah; the life of the child came into 
him again, and he revived.  23 Elijah 
took the child, brought him down 
from the upper chamber into the 
house, and gave him to his mother; 
then Elijah said, “See, your son is 
alive.”  24 So the woman said to 
Elijah, “Now I know that you are a 
man of God, and that the word of the 
Lord in your mouth is truth.”



OT BACKGROUND
• This is a very carefully constructed story, as follows:  

✴ Introduction v.17c: illness: The mistress complains: v. 17b her son 
dies; v. 18 she lays the blame—mistakenly—on Elijah; v. 19a Elijah 
takes up the challenges.  

✴ The action of the prophet: v. 19b he takes the body to his own 
bed; v. 20 the prophet cries to God; v. 21a a prophetic action / 
gesture; 21b a prayer. 

✴ The miraculous restoration: v. 22 the prayer is heard; v. 23a the 
boy cries out; v. 23b Elijah restores him to his mother.  

✴ Interpretative conclusion: v. 24 the woman recognises Elijah as a 
man of God. 

• Points of contact between this story and the healing of son of the 
widow of Nain: the city gate, the plight of a widow, a dead son, 
the miraculous resuscitation and the giving back of the son to his 
mother. 



OT BACKGROUND
• Elijah was regarded as the primordial, foundational 

prophet. Traditions and legends surrounding him can be 
found in 1 Kings 17-19 and in 2 Kings 1-2. Our excerpt is 
really from the very beginning, just after Elijah had 
proclaimed a drought. Elijah was hugely important in 
later Jewish tradition, in the New Testament and even in 
Islam. Much of Luke’s portrait of Jesus has Elijah-type 
features, such as the ascension into heaven or other 
stories like this one today.  

• Two previous stories disclose the significance of this one. 
In 17:1-7, the death of the prophet is averted with the 
help of ravens. In 17:8-16, the prophets death is again 
averted, this time with the help of the Sidonian widow. 
Now, someone has actually died—what will be the 
outcome? 



OT BACKGROUND
• Ways of being a prophet 

1. Classical, like Isaiah or Jeremiah etc.  

2. Elijah 1: prophet and healer (1Kings 
17-2Kings 2); Elijah 2 redivivus: (Mal 3:1, 23).  

3. End-time prophet/teacher based on Deut 
18:15, 18, a late “Moses” type.  

4. Ecstatic prophecy: 1 Sam 10:5; 19:20-24; 2 
Kgs 2:3; Joel 3:1-5) and in the NT (Acts 2:17, 
21; 11:27) 



OT BACKGROUND

• Echoes of Elijah 

✴ A widow, a son, the gate of the city. (1 Kings 
17:10) 

✴ The young man is returned to his mother (1 
Kings 17:22-23). 

✴ The healer is recognised as a messenger of 
God (1 Kings 17:14)



PLACE IN LUKE’S GOSPEL
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John 
summoned two of his disciples and sent them to the Lord to 
ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” When the men had come to him, they said, “John 
the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to 
come, or are we to wait for another?’” Jesus had just then 
cured many people of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and 
had given sight to many who were blind. And he answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have 
good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes 
no offence at me.”  (Luke 7:18–23)



PLACE IN LUKE’S GOSPEL
• Compassion in Luke: always the same word in Greek, but 

translated variously in English: 

• By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us… (Luke 1:17) 

• When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said 
to her, “Do not weep.” (Luke 7:23) 

• But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he 
saw him, he was moved with pity. (Luke 10:33) 

• So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran 
and put his arms around him and kissed him. (Luke 15:20)



LK 4:16-30 AS OVERTURE
4:18-19  The Spirit of the Lord... 7:1-10 Healing of a sick slave            

(belonging to a Gentile soldier)

4:22 All spoke well of him... 7:11-17 Raising of a Widow’s 
Son

4:25-26 Raising of a Widow’s 
Son

7:18-20 Are you the one?

4:27 Cleansing of a Leper                 
(Gentile soldier)

7:21-23 Details of Jesus’ ministry

4:28-30 Offence is taken 7:23 Happy the one who takes 
no      offence at me.



ECHOES IN THE ACTS
• Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in 

Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 
At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they 
laid her in a room upstairs.  

• Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us 
without delay.” So Peter got up and went with them; and when he 
arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood 
beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was with them.  

• Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He 
turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her 
eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped 
her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 
This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.  
(Acts 9:36–42)



COMMENTARY
Luke 7:11   Soon afterwards 
he went to a town called 
Nain, and his disciples and a 
large crowd went with him. 

• Disciples and a large crowd: cf. 
He came down with them and 
stood on a level place, with a 
great crowd of his disciples and a 
great multitude of people from 
all Judea, Jerusalem, and the 
coast of Tyre and Sidon.  (Luke 
6:17)   

• Nain is still a living village about 
twenty-five miles from 
Capernaum.



COMMENTARY
Luke 7:11   Soon afterwards 
he went to a town called 
Nain, and his disciples and a 
large crowd went with him. 

• Disciples and a large crowd: cf. 
He came down with them and 
stood on a level place, with a 
great crowd of his disciples and a 
great multitude of people from 
all Judea, Jerusalem, and the 
coast of Tyre and Sidon.  (Luke 
6:17)   

• Nain is still a living village about 
twenty-five miles from 
Capernaum.



COMMENTARY
Luke 7:12 As he 
approached the gate of the 
town, a man who had died 
was being carried out. He 
was his mother’s only son, 
and she was a widow; and 
with her was a large crowd 
from the town. 

• The status of widows was very 
precarious in antiquity and this 
particular woman lost her only 
son.  

• The underlining of the only child 
is found also in the story of 
Jairus’ daughter (Luke 8:42) and 
in the story of the epileptic boy 
(Luke 9:38).  

• It points, perhaps, to Jesus the 
only Son, whom God will bring 
back to life.



COMMENTARY
Luke 7:13 When the Lord 
saw her, he had compassion 
for her and said to her, “Do 
not weep.” 

• Notice that often from here on 
Jesus is called the Lord, echoing 
early tradition.  

• The important word “compassion” 
occurs here (see the texts of Luke 
above). Its range of meaning is: to 
have the bowels yearn, i.e. 
(figuratively) feel sympathy, to pity: 
— have (be moved with) 
compassion. 

• “Do not weep” occurs twice more 
in Luke, in interesting contexts: 
They were all weeping and wailing 
for her; but he said, “Do not weep; 
for she is not dead but 
sleeping.”  (Luke 8:52) But Jesus 
turned to them and said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for 
yourselves and for your children.  
(Luke 23:28)



COMMENTARY
Luke 7:14 Then he came 
forward and touched the 
bier, and the bearers stood 
still. And he said, “Young 
man, I say to you, rise!” 

• Jesus breaks a taboo and has no 
hesitation about coming in contact 
with a corpse.  

• The verb “to rise” is frequent in Luke 
in its two senses, to get up and to rise 
from the dead (Luke 1:69; 3:8; 5:23–
24; 6:8; 7:14, 16, 22; 8:54; 9:7, 22; 
11:8, 31; 13:25; 20:37; 21:10; 24:6, 
34).  

• No one in the NT ever compares such 
resuscitations to the resurrection of 
Jesus. They are, however, anticipatory 
and symbolic of Jesus’ resurrection.  

• There is an implied contrast, in the 
light of the first reading, between the 
effortful miracle performed by Elijah 
and the effortless miracle of Jesus.



COMMENTARY
Luke 7:15 The dead man 
sat up and began to speak, 
and Jesus gave him to his 
mother. 

• A direct echo of the Elijah tale. 
“Sat up”: see also Tabitha in Acts 
9:40 above.  

• The dead man began to speak, 
i.e. entered in relationship again. 



COMMENTARY
Luke 7:16 Fear seized all of 
them; and they glorified 
God, saying, “A great 
prophet has risen among 
us!” and “God has looked 
favourably on his people!” 

• Fear here really means religious 
awe rather than psychological 
fright. As a positive reaction it 
leads to glorifying God. “Great 
prophet” is a highly significant 
category for Luke, who portrays 
Jesus throughout as the fulfilment 
of prophecy, modelled on Elijah as 
the prophet of old.  

• God looking favourably on his 
people echoes earlier passages:  
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he has looked favourably on his 
people and redeemed them. (Luke 
1:68)  By the tender mercy of our 
God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us, to give light to 
those who sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet into the way of peace.  (Luke 
1:78–79)



COMMENTARY
Luke 7:17 This word about 
him spread throughout 
Judea and all the 
surrounding country. 

• The renown of Jesus spreads, 
anticipating the spread of the 
Church in the Acts of the 
Apostles.



AND SO…

• The need is described 

• The person in need encounters Jesus 

• The healing word and / or touch 

• The cure takes place 

• Proof by some action



AND SO…
• Interest is excited by the moving details in v.12, 

matched by an implied emotional climax when the son 
is returned to his mother in v. 15b.  

• The first dramatic moment is in v.13—have felt 
compassion and spoken to the mother, what will Jesus 
do?  

• The dramatic climax is in v. 15, of course.  

• Of special interest to Luke is the series of three 
reactions, which conclude the narrative: fear, glory and 
renown.



AND SO…

• Jesus evokes Elijah: Luke 4:16-30 

• Jesus raised the dead like Elijah: Luke 7:11-17 

• Jesus saying about the plough and looking back: Luke 9:26 

• Jesus set his face towards his assumption: Luke 9:51 

• Jesus asks the disciples to remain seated: Luke 24:49 

• Jesus bestows the Spirit after his assumption: Acts 2:3


