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(1) How to read Luke 

Programme 
1. How to read Luke 
2. Birth: Samuel and David (Luke 1-2) 
3. Mission: Isaiah (Luke 4) 
4. Role: Elijah (Luke 7) 
5. Identity: Moses (Luke 9) 
6. Proclamation: Acts 2  

How to read Luke 
• Marcion 
• Luke-Acts 
• Luke’s purpose 
• How to read Luke 
• Luke’s Jesus 
• Conversation 

Marcion 
• Born in Sinope in Asia Minor 
• Marcion was expelled from the Roman Christian community sometime near AD 140. 
• Marcion founded a rival church based on his theological principles.  
• Marcion’s teaching proved very popular 

• He produced his own “New Testament.” 
• By so doing, he triggered the fixing of the canon. 

• The Evangelikon (Luke with parts removed that did not agree with his views). 
• The Apostolikon, a selection of ten epistles of Paul the Apostle (also altered to fit his 

views). 

• The Creator God of Judaism is not the same being as the Father of Jesus.  
• The OT represents true revelation only for the Creator, and thus Marcion rejected the 

value of the Old Testament for Christianity.  
• Further, he asserted a docetic christology, denying Jesus’ corporeality. 
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• In contrast to other leaders of the emerging Christian Church, Marcion declared that 
Christianity was in complete discontinuity with Judaism and entirely opposed to the 
Hebrew Bible.  

• Marcion did not claim that the Jewish scriptures were false. Instead, he asserted that 
they were to be read in an absolutely literal manner, thereby developing an 
understanding that Yahweh was not the same god spoken of by Jesus.  

• For example, Marcion argued that the Genesis account of Yahweh walking through 
the Garden of Eden asking where Adam was, had proved Yahweh inhabited a 
physical body and was without universal knowledge, attributes wholly incompatible 
with the Heavenly Father professed by Jesus. 

• According to Marcion, the God of the Old Testament, whom he called the Demiurge, 
the creator of the material universe, is a jealous tribal deity of the Jews, whose law 
represents legalistic reciprocal justice and who punishes mankind for its sins through 
suffering and death.  

• In contrast, the God that Jesus professed is an altogether different being, a universal 
God of compassion and love who looks upon humanity with benevolence and mercy.  

• Marcion also produced his Antitheses, contrasting the Demiurge of the Old 
Testament with the Heavenly Father of the New Testament. 

Luke-Acts 
• Definitely post 70 because he uses Mark; the destruction of Jerusalem is already a 

past event. 
• Many scholars: 85-90 AD. 
• Probably a good deal later, because: 

• The author uses Josephus, so later than ad 93. 
• The author has access to the Pauline corpus. 
• Cf. Reaction to Jewish revolts in the Diaspora (115-117). 
• Cf. Context of the Pastorals (“wolves”, heresy, rejection of the OT, uneasy with the 

empire, yet no direct persecution). 
• The author of Luke-Acts, was not an eyewitness and not a companion of Paul. 

• So who was the author? 
• Well-educated. 
• Well-travelled. 
• Good Greek. 

• At home in the upper middle class of the Hellenistic world. 
• Admirer of Paul but does not share Paul’s view of himself, has a very different 

theology and does not represent Paul’s theology with accuracy. 
• Highly gifted narrator. 
• For convenience “Luke”, but really unknown.  

• Papyrus 75 (Egypt). 
• Earliest known copy of Luke. 
• Names Luke as the author. 
• John follows Luke.  
• Contains about half the Gospel. 
• 175-225 (disputed). 
• Very similar to the Codex Vaticanus. 
• In the Vatican Library since 2007.  

Luke’s purpose 
Now many have undertaken to compile an account of the things that have been fulfilled 
among us, like the accounts passed on to us by those who were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word from the beginning. So it seemed good to me as well, because I 
have followed all things carefully from the beginning, to write an orderly account for 
you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know for certain the things you were 
taught. (Luke 1:1–4) 
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I wrote the former account, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach until 
the day he was taken up to heaven, after he had given orders by the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. To the same apostles also, after his suffering, he presented 
himself alive with many convincing proofs. He was seen by them over a forty-day period 
and spoke about matters concerning the kingdom of God. While he was with them, he 
declared, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait there for what my Father promised, which 
you heard about from me. For John baptised with water, but you will be baptised with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  (Acts 1:1–5) 

Now while Zechariah was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, he 
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the holy place of 
the Lord and burn incense.  (Luke 1:8–9) 

So they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in 
the temple courts blessing God. (Luke 24:52–53) 

So he said to them, “You foolish people–how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and enter 
into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
the things written about himself in all the scriptures.  (Luke 24:25–27) 

Therefore let all the house of Israel know beyond a doubt that God has made this Jesus 
whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.” (Acts 2:36) 

They set a day to meet with him, and they came to him where he was staying in even 
greater numbers. From morning until evening he explained things to them, testifying 
about the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus from both the law 
of Moses and the prophets. Some were convinced by what he said, but others refused to 
believe.  (Acts 28:23–24) 

How to read Luke 
• In dialogue with the Hebrew Scriptures. 
• Awareness of the other Synoptic traditions. 
• Luke’s own theological narrative. 
• Gospel and Acts to be read in tandem. 
• For example, the Infancy Narrative (Luke 1-2)  

Luke’s Jesus 
• Paul, as the earliest Christian writer 
• The Synoptic Gospels 
• John 
• Hebrews 
• Revelation 
• Quite different pictures, reflecting the historical Jesus, the risen Lord, and the spiritual 

experiences of communities and leaders 

• Jesus is the fulfilment of the Jewish prophecy (Luke 1-2, 4, 24)  
• Jesus is a spirit-filled prophet (Luke 3-4)  
• Jesus is the Son of God, for all people (Luke 4) 
• Jesus is the Christ, who will suffer (Luke 9)  
• Jesus is the Son of Man, who will return (Luke 21)  
• Jesus is risen from the dead (Luke 24) 
• Jesus, the promised Messiah of Israel, comes with a gracious offer of salvation from 

God 
• He is called God’s Son because he has been born through the power of the Most 

High God. 
• He is the saviour of his people 
• The Messiah of Israel is a prophetic figure who calls Israel to repentance 

New Testament Christology 
Frank Matera 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(2) Birth:Samuel and David (Luke 1-2) 

Sequence 
• The Birth Narratives 
• Samuel 
• Thus far… 
• David 
• Thus far… 
• John the Baptist 
• And so… 

Birth Narratives 
• Biography, including the following elements: 
• Pre-public career of a great person 
• Family background 
• Miraculous conception 
• Omens and other predictions of future greatness 
• Childhood prodigies 

• Suetonius Lives of the Twelve Caesars Augustus 94, as follows: 
• Portents (6 of 14 items) 
• Dreams (3 of 14 items) 
• Prophecies (2 of 14 items) 
• Childhood Prodigies (2 of 14 items) 
• Miraculous conception by Apollo (1 of 14 items) 

1. Two angelophanies 
1:26-38 (birth and destiny) 
2:8-20 (birth of the saviour) 

2. Four prophecies 
1:67-70 by Zechariah 
2:25-35 by Simeon 
2:36-38 by Anna 
3:16-17 by John the Baptist 

3. Portent 
1:41-45 (portent and prophetic interpretation) 

4. Event  
3:21-22 (= 1:41-45; portent and interpretation) 
Descent of the Holy Spirt; bath qol 

4. Prodigies 
2:41-51 (astounds the rabbis) 
4:1-13 (defeats the devil) 

6. Family 
Genealogy, via David to Adam 

http://www.tarsus.ie
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Samuel 
• Samuel’s birth story (1 Sam. 1) reports that his father Elkanah was an Ephraimite from 

Ramathaim-zophim.  
• His mother Hannah was barren and was given the child Samuel as God’s response to 

her fervent prayer.  
• In return she devoted the boy to the service of the Lord, and he came to Shiloh to 

serve under the priest Eli, presumably to take up priestly duties himself.  

• Appearance of the angel of the Lord, or the Lord  
• Fear or prostration 
• The divine message 
• An objection of the visionary 
• The giving of a sign 
• This pattern is valid for Abraham & Sarah, Isaac & Rebekah, Jacob & Leah + Rachel, 

Manoah & his woman, Elkanah & Hannah, Zechariah & Elizabeth, Joseph & Mary.  
• It can also be looked at in more detail. 

Genealogy 1:1-17

A Joseph’s dream

Jesus’ birth

1:18-25 Isaiah 7:24

B The Magi 2:1-12 Micah 5:1, 3

2 Sam 5:2

C Flight into Egypt 2:13-15 Hos 11:1

D The holy innocents 2:16-18 Jer 31:15

E Return (to Nazareth) 2:19-23 ?Jdg 13:5-7

?Is 11:1

1. Annunciation of the birth 
of John the Baptist


2. Annunciation of the birth 
of Jesus the Messiah

Luke 1:1-25

Luke 1:26-38

3. The visitation (Magnificat) Luke 1:39-56

4. The birth of John the 
Baptist (Benedictus)

5. The birth of Jesus the 
Messiah (Gloria)

Luke 1:57-80

Luke 2:1-20

6. The presentation (Nunc dimittis) Luke 2:21-40

7. Jesus in the Temple Luke 2:41-52
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• Annunciations: See also: Ishmael Gen 16:7-12; Isaac 17:1-21; 18:1-12; Samson Jdg 
13:3-21; John the Baptist Lk 1:11-20; Jesus Mt 1:20-21. 

• OT couples: Elkanah and Hannah: 1Sam 1-3; 1:17; Abraham and Sarah: Gen 18:11 
• Davidic descent (many places)  
• Accomplishments of the child: 2Sam 7:9, 13-14, 16.  Cf. also Ps 2:7 and 89:29; Is 

11:1-2; 4:2-3; 2Sam 7:14 

(1 Sam 1:11“O LORD of hosts,  
 if you will look with compassion  
 on the suffering of your female servant,  
1 Sam 2:1   Hannah prayed, 
 “My heart rejoices in the LORD; 
 my horn is exalted high because of the LORD. 
 I loudly denounce my enemies, 
 for I am happy that you delivered me. 
2  No one is holy like the LORD! 
 There is no one other than you! 
 There is no rock like our God!  
3  Don’t keep speaking so arrogantly, 
 letting proud talk come out of your mouth! 
 For the LORD is a God who knows; 
 he evaluates what people do.  
4  The bows of warriors are shattered, 
 but those who stumble find their strength reinforced.  
5  Those who are well-fed hire themselves out to earn food, 

Element Abraham and 
Sarah

Elkanah and 
Hannah

Zechariah and 
Elizabeth

Joseph and 
Mary

Barrenness Yes Yes Yes Yes/virgin

Attempt Yes Yes Implied No

Promise of a 
child

Yes ? Yes Yes

Information 
about the 
Child

Yes No Yes Yes

Reaction to the 
promise

Yes Yes (possibly) Yes Yes

The lord brings 
a child

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Naming the 
child

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Command to 
name the child

Yes No Yes Yes

Child’s 
prosperity in 
the Lord 

Yes Yes Yes Yes
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 but the hungry no longer lack. 
 Even the barren woman gives birth to seven, 
 but the one with many children withers away. 
6  The LORD both kills and gives life; 
 he brings down to the grave and raises up.  
7  The LORD impoverishes and makes wealthy; 
 he humbles and he exalts.  
8  He lifts the weak from the dust; 
 he raises the poor from the ash heap 
 to seat them with princes 
 and to bestow on them an honoured position. 
 The foundations of the earth belong to the LORD, 
 and he has placed the world on them.  
9  He watches over his holy ones, 
 but the wicked are made speechless in the darkness, 
 for it is not by one’s own strength that one prevails.  
10  The LORD shatters his adversaries; 
 he thunders against them from the heavens. 
 The LORD executes judgment to the ends of the earth. 
 He will strengthen his king 
 and exalt the power of his anointed one.” 

Luke 1:46   And Mary said, 
 “My soul exalts the Lord, 
47  and my spirit has begun to rejoice in God my Saviour,  
48  because he has looked upon the humble state of his servant. 
 For from now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49  because he who is mighty has done great things for me,    
 and holy is his name;  
50  from generation to generation he is merciful to those who fear him.  
51  He has demonstrated power with his arm;  
 he has scattered those whose pride wells up  
 from the sheer arrogance of their hearts.  
52  He has brought down the mighty from their thrones,  
 and has lifted up those of lowly position; 
53  he has filled the hungry with good things,  
 and has sent the rich away empty. 
54  He has helped his servant Israel, remembering his mercy, 
55  as he promised to our ancestors, to Abraham  
 and to his descendants forever.” 

24 Once she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with three bulls, an 
ephah of flour, and a container of wine. She brought him to the LORD’s house at 
Shiloh, even though he was young. 25 Once the bull had been slaughtered, they 
brought the boy to Eli. 26 She said, “Just as surely as you are alive, my lord, I am the 
woman who previously stood here with you in order to pray to the LORD. 27 I prayed for 
this boy, and the LORD has given me the request that I asked of him. 28 Now I dedicate 
him to the LORD. From this time on he is dedicated to the LORD.” Then they worshiped 
the LORD there.  

20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife saying, “May the LORD raise up for you 
descendants from this woman to replace the one that she dedicated to the LORD.” Then 
they would go to their home. 21 So the LORD graciously attended to Hannah, and she 
was able to conceive and gave birth to three sons and two daughters. The boy Samuel 
grew up at the LORD’s sanctuary. 

1 Sam 2:22   Now Eli was very old when he heard about everything that his sons used to 
do to all the people of Israel and how they used to have sex with the women who were 
stationed at the entrance to the tent of meeting.  
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1 Sam 2:26   Now the boy Samuel was growing up and finding favour both with the 
LORD and with people.  

Luke 2:22   Now when the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (just 
as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male will be set apart to the Lord”), 
24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is specified in the law of the Lord, a pair of 
doves or two young pigeons. 

Luke 2:25   Now there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon who was righteous 
and devout, looking for the restoration of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen 
the Lord’s Christ. 27 So Simeon, directed by the Spirit, came into the temple courts, and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what was customary 
according to the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and blessed God 

Luke 2:33   So the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him. 34 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “Listen carefully: This child is 
destined to be the cause of the falling and rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that 
will be rejected. 35 Indeed, as a result of him the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed–and a sword will pierce your own soul as well!” 

Luke 2:36   There was also a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was very old, having been married to her husband for seven years until his 
death. 37 She had lived as a widow since then for eighty-four years. She never left the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day.  

40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom, and the favour of 
God was upon him. 

Acts of the Apostles 
• Samuel continues to be significant in the Acts of the Apostles 
• Acts 3:24 And all the prophets, from Samuel and those who followed him, have 

spoken about and announced these days.  
• Acts 13:20 All this took about four hundred fifty years. After this he gave them judges 

until the time of Samuel the prophet.  

Thus far… 
• Samuel is a key prophet in the Old Testament. 
• The story of his birth is richly told. 
• Samuel chooses David as king and anoints him at Bethlehem. 
1 Sam 16:4   Samuel did what the LORD told him. When he arrived in Bethlehem, the 
elders of the city were afraid to meet him. They said, “Do you come in peace?” 5 He 
replied, “Yes, in peace. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and 
come with me to the sacrifice.” So he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them 
to the sacrifice. 

11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Is that all of the young men?” Jesse replied, “There is still 
the youngest one, but he’s taking care of the flock.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get 
him, for we cannot turn our attention to other things until he comes here.”  
1 Sam 16:12   So Jesse had him brought in. Now he was ruddy, with attractive eyes and 
a handsome appearance. The LORD said, “Go and anoint him. This is the one!” 13 So 
Samuel took the horn full of olive oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers. 
The Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day onward. 
David 

• Luke 1:27 …to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, a descendant of 
David, and the virgin’s name was Mary.  
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• Luke 1:32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David.  

• Luke 1:69  For he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his 
servant David, 

• Luke 2:4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of 
David.  

• Luke 2:11 Today your Saviour is born in the city of David. He is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 18:38 So he called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 And those 
who were in front scolded him to get him to be quiet, but he shouted even more, “Son 
of David, have mercy on me!” 40 So Jesus stopped and ordered the beggar to be 
brought to him. When the man came near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do you want me 
to do for you?” He replied, “Lord, let me see again.” 42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your 
sight; your faith has healed you.” 43 And immediately he regained his sight and 
followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they too gave praise to God. 
Luke 20:41   But he said to them, “How is it that they say that the Christ is David’s son? 
42 For David himself says in the book of Psalms, ‘The Lord said to my lord, “Sit at my 
right hand,  43  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ 44 If David then 
calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 

Acts of the Apostles 
Acts 1:16 “Brothers, the scripture had to be fulfilled that the Holy Spirit foretold through 
David concerning Judas—who became the guide for those who arrested Jesus– (Ps 
69:26) 

Acts 2:25 For David says about him, ‘I saw the Lord always in front of me, for he is at my 
right hand so that I will not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue 
rejoiced; my body also will live in hope, 27  because you will not leave my soul in 
Hades,  nor permit your Holy One to experience decay. 28  You have made 
known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of joy with your presence.’ (Ps 16:8–
11) 29   “Brothers, I can speak confidently to you about our forefather David, that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  31 David by foreseeing 
this spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was neither abandoned to Hades, 
nor did his body experience decay.2:34 For David did not ascend into heaven, but he 
himself says, ‘The Lord said to my lord, “Sit at my right hand ‘The Lord said to my lord, 
“Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’36 
  Therefore let all the house of Israel know beyond a doubt that God has made this Jesus 
whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.” 

Acts 4:25 who said by the Holy Spirit through your servant David our forefather, ‘Why 
do the nations rage, and the peoples plot foolish things?’ (Ps 2:1-2) 

Acts 7:45 Our ancestors received possession of it and brought it in with Joshua when 
they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our ancestors, until the time of 
David.  

Acts 13:22 After removing him, God raised up David their king. He testified about him: ‘I 
have found David (Ps 89:20) the son of Jesse to be a man after my heart, (1 Sam 
13:14) who will accomplish everything I want him to do.’ 
Acts 13:34 But regarding the fact that he has raised Jesus from the dead, never again to 
be in a state of decay, God has spoken in this way: ‘I will give you the holy and 
trustworthy promises made to David.’ (Is 55:3) 36 For David, after he had served God’s 
purpose in his own generation, died, was buried with his ancestors, and experienced 
decay,  

Acts 15:16  ‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the fallen tent of David; I will 
rebuild its ruins and restore it.’  (Amos 9:11) 

• David is both king and anointed. 
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• As the supposed author of the Psalms he was understood to be a prophet.  
• He is vital for the birth stories. 
• He has some importance in the Gospel of Luke.  
• He is essential for the discussion of the identity of Jesus in the Acts. 
• He is the figure of continuity between the Old and New Testaments, given that both 

Elijah and Moses had “gone away” at the Transfiguration.  
• The next slide captures this well.  

Acts 13:32 And we proclaim to you the good news about the promise to our ancestors, 
33 that this promise God has fulfilled to us, their children, by raising Jesus, as also it is 
written in the second psalm, ‘You are my Son; today I have fathered you.’ 34 But 
regarding the fact that he has raised Jesus from the dead, never again to be in a state of 
decay, God has spoken in this way: ‘I will give you the holy and trustworthy promises 
made to David.’ 35 Therefore he also says in another psalm, ‘You will not permit your 
Holy One to experience decay.’ 36 For David, after he had served God’s purpose in his 
own generation, died, was buried with his ancestors, and experienced decay, 37 but the 
one whom God raised up did not experience decay. 38 Therefore let it be known to you, 
brothers, that through this one forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and by this 
one everyone who believes is justified from everything from which the law of Moses 
could not justify you.  

John the Baptist 
• The “career” of Jesus really starts in 4:16-30 
• 1:5-4:15 makes up the first major unit 
• Three episodes dealing with John and Jesus 
• 1:5-25 corresponds to 1:26-38 (annunciations) 
• (1:39-56 = transition) 
• 1:57-80 corresponds to 2:1-52 (births) 
• 3:1-20 corresponds to 3:21-4:15 
• A reader of Luke, familiar with the conventions of biographical writings, would have 

taken 1:5-4:15 as an anticipation / prophecy / foreshadowing of the future career of 
Jesus. 

• In other words, the reader is provided with a detailed theological description of the 
hero before the real narrative starts in 4:16. 

• This detailed theological presentation is deeply indebted to the Hebrew Bible / Old 
Testament. 

• Annunciations: John and Jesus (1:5–56)   
✴  The annunciation of John’s birth (1:5–25)   
✴  The annunciation of Jesus’s birth (1:26–38)   

•  The visitation (1:39–56)   
•  Birth and training: John and Jesus (1:57–2:52)   

✴ John’s birth and upbringing (1:57–80)   
✴  Jesus’s birth and upbringing (2:1–52)   

• Beginning Jesus’s public ministry (3:1–4:13)   
✴  John in the wilderness (3:1–20)   
✴  Jesus in the wilderness (3:21–4:13) 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TOPIC JOHN THE BAPTIST JESUS
HOMEL
AND Judea (1:5a) Galilee (1:26a)

CITY Jerusalem (implied by father’s 
status as “priest”; 1:5b) Nazareth (1:26b), but born in Bethlehem (2:4)

FATHER Zechariah (1:5b) Joseph (1:27a), but conceived by the Holy Spirit 
as God’s son (1:35; cf. 3:21–38)

ANCEST
ORS

Zechariah from the priestly order 
of Abijah (1:5b) Joseph from the house of David (1:27b)

MOTHE
R

Zechariah’s wife, a descendent 
of Aaron (1:5c); “Her name was 
Elizabeth” (1:5c)

“The name of the virgin was Mary” (1:27c)

MARVEL
OUS 
OCCUR
RENCES 
AT 
BIRTH

Zechariah’s vision of an angel 
(1:11–12) Mary’s vision of an angel (1:28–29)

 

Angel’s oracle to Zechariah 
concerning birth, name, and 
career (= preparer figure) of son 
(1:13–17)

angel’s oracle to Mary concerning birth, name, 
and career (= Messiah) of son (1:30–37)

 

Zechariah does not believe the 
oracle; he receives another 
oracle concerning his 
punishment for his unbelief 
(1:18–23)

Mary believes the oracle; she receives another 
oracle—from Elizabeth—blessing her and praising 
her for her belief (1:38–45)

 

Oracle’s fulfilment celebrated by 
Elizabeth: the Lord “looks 
favourably upon her” (she 
conceives despite barrenness; 
1:24–25)

oracle’s fulfilment celebrated by Mary: the Lord 
“looks favourably upon her” (she conceives 
despite virginity; 1:46–56)

  Oracle’s fulfilment: Elizabeth 
bears a son (1:57) oracle’s fulfilment: Mary bears a son (2:1–7)

  neighbours/relatives told of birth 
(1:58)

shepherds told of birth (2:8–13) through visions 
(2:9, 13) and oracles (2:10–12, 14); given a 
“sign”: “you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger” (2:12 NRSV)

   
shepherd’s witness, report marvelous events that 
occurred immediately after birth; amazement 
ensues (2:8–20)

   
portentous distancing from Joseph: Jesus 
dedicated as firstborn to his “Father’s 
house” (2:49), but not sacrificially redeemed by 
Joseph

    oracle’s fulfillment: the child is named Jesus at 
his circumcision (2:21)

   
Mary, hearing the shepherd’s report, ponders 
marvelous events that occurred after Jesus’s 
birth (2:19)

    three concluding oracles concerning the child 
Jesus (2:25–39)

NURTUR
E AND 
TRAININ
G

the child grows and becomes 
strong (1:80a) the child grows and becomes strong (2:40–52)

  was in wilderness prior to 
beginning public career (1:80b)

was in wilderness prior to beginning public 
career (3:21–23; 4:1–13)
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Luke 1:17 “With the spirit and power of 
Elijah he will go before him, to turn the 
hearts of parents to their children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous, to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”  
Luke 1:18 Zechariah said to the angel, 
“How will I know that this is so? For I am 
an old man, and my wife is getting on in 
years.”   
Luke 1:15 for he will be great in the sight 
of the Lord. He must never drink wine or 
strong drink; even before his birth he will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.   

Luke 1:35 The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 
Luke 1:34 Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?”   
Luke 1:32 “He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his ancestor David.  33 He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”  

• John = prophet (1:16-17; 1:76; 3:1-6) 
• Jesus = Messiah (1:32-33; 1:69; 2:4, 11; 3:23-38) 
• Jesus = Son of God (1:35, 2:49; 3:22) 
• John: prophet, to prepare, go before 
• Jesus: Saviour, House of David, mercy, Abraham, holiness, righteousness, salvation, 

forgiveness, light, dawn, peace 

And so 
• Luke has chosen to prepare for the presentation of Jesus by writing 1:5-4:15. 
• Biography: cultural embedded expectations, fulfilled in detail, but with special 

emphasis on miraculous conception and birth.  
• Luke sets up a three-fold prophetic context for Jesus: Samuel, David and John the 

Baptist. 
• Luke thus established continuity and discontinuity, identity and difference.  
• Thus, Jesus will be a prophet (as we shall see) but much, much more.  
• Rooting the story firmly in the Hebrew Bible meets one of the requirements of the 

time, threatened by proto-Marcionism.  
• The God of the Hebrew Bible and the God of Jesus as the one God.  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Scripture Summer School 2018 
A great prophet has arisen among us (Luke 7:16) 

Taking another look at Luke’s Jesus 
Kieran J. O’Mahony, OSA 

www.tarsus.ie 

(3) Mission: Isaiah (Luke 4) 

Sequence 
• Making comparisons 
• The sources for Luke 4:16-30 
• Detailed commentary 
• Clues 
• Luke 4:16-30 as “overture” 
• Jesus a spirit-filled prophet 
• And it goes on… 

Making comparisons 
Luke 4:16   Now Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and went into 
the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written,  
18  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
 because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives  
 and the regaining of sight to the blind, 
 to set free those who are oppressed,  
19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”  

Luke 4:20   Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. 
The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to tell 
them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled even as you heard it being read.” 22 All 
were speaking well of him, and were amazed at the gracious words coming out of his 
mouth. They said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 23 Jesus said to them, “No doubt you will 
quote to me the proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ and say, ‘What we have heard that 
you did in Capernaum, do here in your hometown too.’” 24 And he added, “I tell you the 
truth, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth I tell you, there were 
many widows in Israel in Elijah’s days, when the sky was shut up three and a half years, 
and there was a great famine over all the land. 26 Yet Elijah was sent to none of them, 
but only to a woman who was a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 And there were many 
lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, yet none of them was cleansed except 
Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard this, all the people in the synagogue were 
filled with rage. 29 They got up, forced him out of the town, and brought him to the 
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the 
cliff. 30 But he passed through the crowd and went on his way. 

Luke 4:31   So he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath he 
began to teach the people.  

Mark 6:1   Now Jesus left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples 
followed him. 2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue. Many 
who heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did he get these ideas? And what is this 
wisdom that has been given to him? What are these miracles that are done through his 
hands? 3 Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James, Joses, Judas, 
and Simon? And aren’t his sisters here with us?” And so they took offence at him. 4 Then 
Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honour except in his hometown, and 
among his relatives, and in his own house.” 5 He was not able to do a miracle there, 
except to lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6 And he was amazed 
because of their unbelief. Then he went around among the villages and taught.  

http://www.tarsus.ie
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Matt 13:53   Now when Jesus finished these parables, he moved on from there. 54 
Then he came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their synagogue. They 
were astonished and said, “Where did this man get such wisdom and miraculous 
powers? 55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother named Mary? And aren’t his 
brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas? 56 And aren’t all his sisters here with us? 
Where did he get all this?” 57 And so they took offence at him. But Jesus said to them, 
“A prophet is not without honour except in his hometown and in his own house.” 58 And 
he did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief. 

Notice 
• Same scene 
• Same message about the prophet 
• Negative reaction 
• Brought forward by Luke  
• Amplified: Isaiah 
• Amplified: Elijah and Elisha 
• Amplified: mysterious hill in Nazareth 

• Jesus’ messianic vocation is developed with the aid of several significant associations:  
✴ empowerment by the Spirit of God; fulfilment of Scripture; the prophetic role; 

a mission of deliverance for the marginalised, the needy, and outsiders; and 
resulting rejection by well–placed insiders.  

• This “year of the Lord’s favour”—this “today of fulfilment”—will be complicated! Jesus’ 
ministry will benefit the poor and the outsider, and it will provoke the powerful and 
the insider. 

Sources 
• Mark 6 
• Isaiah 61:1–2a and 58:6 
• Leviticus 25:10 
• 1 Kings 17:9-24 
• 2 Kings 5:1-14 

Sources MT 
Isa 61:1    The spirit of the sovereign LORD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has chosen me. 
 He has commissioned me to encourage the poor, 
 to help the brokenhearted, 
 to decree the release of captives, 
 and the freeing of prisoners,  
2  to announce the year when the LORD will show his favour, 
 the day when our God will seek vengeance, 
 to console all who mourn…  

Sources LXX 
Isa 61:1   The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the poor, 
  to heal the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind,  
2  to summon the acceptable year of the Lord 
  and the day of retribution, 
  to comfort all who mourn 
  
Source MT and LXX 
Isa 58:6  No, this is the kind of fast I want. 
 I want you to remove the sinful chains, 
 to tear away the ropes of the burdensome yoke, 
 to set free the oppressed, 
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 and to break every burdensome yoke.  

Isa 58:6    I have not chosen such a fast, says the Lord; 
  rather loose every bond of injustice; 
 undo the knots of contracts made by force; 
  let the oppressed go free, 
  and tear up every unjust note.  

Lev 25:10 So you must consecrate the fiftieth year, and you must proclaim a release in 
the land for all its inhabitants. That year will be your jubilee; each one of you must return 
to his property and each one of you must return to his clan. MT 

Lev 25:10 And you shall hallow the year, the fiftieth year, and you shall proclaim release 
on the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a year of release; a signal this shall be for you, 
and each one shall depart to his possession, and each shall depart to his clan. LXX   

Luke 4:16 
• Nazareth: Jesus is known as Jesus of Nazareth (4:34; 18:37; 24:19) 
• Brought up: cf. 2:39–40, 51–52 
• Synagogue 
• Sabbath 
• Custom: Jesus is a devout, Torah-observant Jew 

Luke 4:16b-17 
• Bar-Mitzvah 
• Scroll 
• Isaiah 
• Notice the slowing down of the telling 
• Notice the passive (was given) and the active (he found) 

Luke 4:18-19 
• Spirit 
• Anointed 
• Good news 
• Release etc. 
• Jubilee year 
• The ministry of Jesus accents gracious divine benefaction and liberation, not divine 

vengeance 

• Luke 4:20 
• Reverse action 
• Slow telling = suspense 
• Expectations 

A Jesus stood up to read (4:16b) 
B the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him (4:17a) 

C after unrolling the scroll (4:17b) 
D he found the place where it had been written (4:17c) (and he 
read the Scripture) (4:18–19) 

C´ After rolling up the scroll (4:20a) 
B´ he gave it back to the attendant (4:20b) 

A´ and sat down (4:20c) 

Luke 4:21 
• Today: Luke 2:11; 4:21; 5:26; 12:28; 13:32-33; 19:5, 9; 22:34, 61; 23:43. 
• Fulfilled: Luke 1:1, 20, 45; 4:21; 21:22, 24; 22:16, 37; 24:44). 
• Hearing = literally “in your ears. 

Luke 4:22 
• Positive reaction 
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• Gracious words = the words of grace 
• Biblical language 
• The question is not evidently hostile.  
• A subtle hint of conflict,: they understand Jesus’ sonship in relation to Joseph, not 

God 

A Jesus’s speech   (4:16b–21) 
B crowd’s reaction  (4:22) 

A´ Jesus’s speech   (4:23–27) 
B´ crowd’s reaction  (4:28–29) 

Luke 4:23 
• Proverb = prove it to us.  
• Jesus has not been to Capernaum yet in this Gospel. 
• Physicians who would heal others ought to tend to their own health (Euripides, Frag. 

1086) 
• Also: look after your own, first of all!! 
• Jesus has not been to Capernaum yet in this Gospel. 

Luke 4:24 
• Unprovoked. 
• Other versions of this saying, see Mark 6:4; Matt. 13:57; John 4:44 
• Prophet 
• Acceptable 

Luke 4:25-26 
• 1 Kings 17:9-24 
• Elijah goes to the non-Israelite. 

Luke 4:27 
• 2 Kings 5:1-14 
• Elisha heals the non-Israelite. 
• It is not without relevance that in Luke (only) Jesus heals the ten lepers and only one—

a Samaritan—comes back to give thanks.  

Luke 4:28-29 
• Rage? 
• Hill? Cliff? 
• Nevertheless I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the next day, because it is 

impossible that a prophet should be killed outside Jerusalem.’ (Luke 13:33) 

Luke 4:30 
• Mysterious 
• Went on his way: poreuomai 
• Further echoes are (i) the story of the elusive Elijah in 1 Kings 18:7-12, who is 

mysterious taken up by the Spirit of God and (ii) the stories of the escapes from 
prison in Acts 12:6-11 (Peter) and Acts16:25-28 (Paul). 

Clues 
• The historical Jesus had very little contact with non-Jews. 
• The inclusion of non-Jews anticipates the expansion of the Way in the Acts of the 

Apostles. 
• Clue: “He saved others. Let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, his chosen 

one!”  (Luke 23:35) 

Luke 4:16-30 as overture 
• The Nazareth pericope sets before the reader the entire program of Jesus’ ministry:  
• his bold teaching, inspired by his reading of Scripture; his acts of compassionate care 

for the poor, sick, and marginalised; and the rejection that he, like countless prophets 
before him, will experience.  
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• If there will be suspense in the narrative that unfolds from this starting point, it will not 
be from lack of clarity about the purpose and outcome of Jesus’ ministry, but from 
uncertainty about how it will all happen.  

• And, will Jesus prove to be faithful, to the end, to the vocation he has embraced and 
here publicly announces? 

• The Nazareth pericope sets before the reader the entire program of Jesus’ ministry:  
✴ his bold teaching, inspired by his reading of Scripture; his acts of 

compassionate care for the poor, sick, and marginalised; and the rejection that 
he, like countless prophets before him, will experience.  

• If there will be suspense in the narrative that unfolds from this starting point, it will not 
be from lack of clarity about the purpose and outcome of Jesus’ ministry, but from 
uncertainty about how it will all happen.  

• And, will Jesus prove to be faithful, to the end, to the vocation he has embraced and 
here publicly announces? 

Jesus as Spirit-filled prophet 
• In the synagogue at Nazareth 
• Themes: Jesus as spirit-filled prophet, as healer, as bearer of Good News 
• Ministry: Good news, rejection, death and resurrection 
• Mission: Fulfilled in the Acts 

And it goes on… 
• Luke tells the story of Paul’s final arrest and attempted defence speech in Jerusalem 

(Acts 21:27–22:29) in a way that recapitulates the pattern evident in Luke 4.  
• In Paul’s case, too, discourse that culminates in mention of a divine sending to 

Gentiles (22:21) elicits murderous rage.  
• In Luke’s two-volume project, the identity and composition of Israel, and specifically 

the incorporation of Gentiles within God’s people Israel, are matters of deep and 
contested significance.  

4:18-19  The Spirit of the Lord... 7:1-10 Healing of a sick slave            
(belonging to a Gentile soldier)

4:22 All spoke well of him... 7:11-17 Raising of a Widow’s Son

4:25-26 Raising of a Widow’s Son 7:18-20 Are you the one?

4:27 Cleansing of a Leper                 
(Gentile soldier)

7:21-23 Details of Jesus’ ministry

4:28-30 Offence is taken 7:23 Happy the one who takes no      
offence at me.
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Scripture Summer School 2018 
A great prophet has arisen among us (Luke 7:16) 

Taking another look at Luke’s Jesus 
Kieran J. O’Mahony, OSA 

www.tarsus.ie 

(4) Role: Elijah (Luke 7) 

Sequence 
• Luke 7:11-17 
• OT background 
• Place in Luke’s gospel 
• Echoes in the Acts 
• Commentary 
• Elijah in Luke-Acts 
• And so… 

Luke 7:11-17 
Luke 7:11   Soon afterwards Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a 
large crowd went with him.  12 As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had 
died was being carried out. He was his mother’s only son, and she was a widow; and 
with her was a large crowd from the town.  13 When the Lord saw her, he had 
compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.”   

14 Then he came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, 
“Young man, I say to you, rise!”  15 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus 
gave him to his mother.  16 Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, “A 
great prophet has risen among us!” and “God has looked favourably on his people!”  17 
This word about him spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding country. 

Old Testament Background 
1Kings 17:17   After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; 
his illness was so severe that there was no breath left in him.  18 She then said to Elijah, 
“What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance, and to cause the death of my son!”  19 But he said to her, “Give me your 
son.” He took him from her bosom, carried him up into the upper chamber where he 
was lodging, and laid him on his own bed.  20 He cried out to the Lord, “O Lord my 
God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I am staying, by killing 
her son?”   

21 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried out to the Lord, “O 
Lord my God, let this child’s life come into him again.”  22 The Lord listened to the voice 
of Elijah; the life of the child came into him again, and he revived.  23 Elijah took the 
child, brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and gave him to his 
mother; then Elijah said, “See, your son is alive.”  24 So the woman said to Elijah, “Now I 
know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.” 

• Ways of being a prophet 
✴ Classical, like Isaiah or Jeremiah etc.  
✴ Elijah 1: prophet and healer (1Kings 17-2Kings 2); Elijah 2 redivivus: (Mal 3:1, 

23).  
✴ End-time prophet/teacher based on Deut 18:15, 18, a late “Moses” type.  
✴ Ecstatic prophecy: 1 Sam 10:5; 19:20-24; 2 Kgs 2:3; Joel 3:1-5) and in the NT 

(Acts 2:17, 21; 11:27)  

• This is a very carefully constructed story, as follows:  
✴ Introduction v.17c: illness: The mistress complains: v. 17b her son dies; v. 18 

she lays the blame—mistakenly—on Elijah; v. 19a Elijah takes up the challenges.  
✴ The action of the prophet: v. 19b he takes the body to his own bed; v. 20 the 

prophet cries to God; v. 21a a prophetic action / gesture; 21b a prayer. 

http://www.tarsus.ie
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✴ The miraculous restoration: v. 22 the prayer is heard; v. 23a the boy cries out; v. 
23b Elijah restores him to his mother.  

✴ Interpretative conclusion: v. 24 the woman recognises Elijah as a man of God. 
• Points of contact between this story and the healing of son of the widow of Nain: the 

city gate, the plight of a widow, a dead son, the miraculous resuscitation and the 
giving back of the son to his mother.  

Elijah was regarded as the primordial, foundational prophet. Traditions and legends 
surrounding him can be found in 1 Kings 17-19 and in 2 Kings 1-2. Our excerpt is really 
from the very beginning, just after Elijah had proclaimed a drought. Elijah was hugely 
important in later Jewish tradition, in the New Testament and even in Islam. Much of 
Luke’s portrait of Jesus has Elijah-type features, such as the ascension into heaven or 
other stories like this one today.  

Two previous stories disclose the significance of this one. In 17:1-7, the death of the 
prophet is averted with the help of ravens. In 17:8-16, the prophets death is again 
averted, this time with the help of the Sidonian widow. Now, someone has actually died—
what will be the outcome? 

• Echoes of Elijah 
• A widow, a son, the gate of the city. (1 Kings 17:10) 
• The young man is returned to his mother (1 Kings 17:22-23). 
• The healer is recognised as a messenger of God (1 Kings 17:14) 

Place in Luke’s Gospel 
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John summoned two of his 
disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 
wait for another?” When the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent 
us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’” Jesus 
had just then cured many people of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and had given 
sight to many who were blind. And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have 
seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed 
is anyone who takes no offence at me.”  (Luke 7:18–23) 

• Compassion in Luke: always the same word in Greek, but translated variously in 
English: 

• By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us… (Luke 
1:17) 

• When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, “Do not 
weep.” (Luke 7:23) 

• But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved 
with pity. (Luke 10:33) 

• So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and 
was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. (Luke 
15:20) 

•

4:18-19  The Spirit of the Lord... 7:1-10 Healing of a sick slave            
(belonging to a Gentile soldier)

4:22 All spoke well of him... 7:11-17 Raising of a Widow’s Son

4:25-26 Raising of a Widow’s Son 7:18-20 Are you the one?

4:27 Cleansing of a Leper                 
(Gentile soldier)

7:21-23 Details of Jesus’ ministry

4:28-30 Offence is taken 7:23 Happy the one who takes no      
offence at me.
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Echoes in the Acts 
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. 
She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and 
died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.  
Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two 
men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter got up and 
went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows 
stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had 
made while she was with them.  

Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body 
and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He 
gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed 
her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.  
(Acts 9:36–42) 

Commentary 

Luke 7:11 
• Disciples and a large crowd: cf. He came down with them and stood on a level place, 

with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, 
Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.  (Luke 6:17)  

Luke 7:12 
• The status of widows was very precarious in antiquity and this particular woman lost 

her only son.  
• The underlining of the only child is found also in the story of Jairus’ daughter (Luke 

8:42) and in the story of the epileptic boy (Luke 9:38).  
• It points, perhaps, to Jesus the only Son, whom God will bring back to life. 

Luke 7:13 
• Notice that often from here on Jesus is called the Lord, echoing early tradition.  
• The important word “compassion” occurs here (see the texts of Luke above). Its range 

of meaning is: to have the bowels yearn, i.e. (figuratively) feel sympathy, to pity: — 
have (be moved with) compassion. 

• “Do not weep” occurs twice more in Luke, in interesting contexts: They were all 
weeping and wailing for her; but he said, “Do not weep; for she is not dead but 
sleeping.”  (Luke 8:52) But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, 
do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.  (Luke 23:28) 

Luke 7:14 
• Jesus breaks a taboo and has no hesitation about coming in contact with a corpse.  
• The verb “to rise” is frequent in Luke in its two senses, to get up and to rise from the 

dead (Luke 1:69; 3:8; 5:23–24; 6:8; 7:14, 16, 22; 8:54; 9:7, 22; 11:8, 31; 13:25; 20:37; 
21:10; 24:6, 34).  

• No one in the NT ever compares such resuscitations to the resurrection of Jesus. They 
are, however, anticipatory and symbolic of Jesus’ resurrection.  

• There is an implied contrast, in the light of the first reading, between the effortful 
miracle performed by Elijah and the effortless miracle of Jesus. 

Luke 7:15 
• A direct echo of the Elijah tale. “Sat up”: see also Tabitha in Acts 9:40 above.  
• The dead man began to speak, i.e. entered in relationship again.  

Luke 7:16 
• Fear here really means religious awe rather than psychological fright. As a positive 

reaction it leads to glorifying God. “Great prophet” is a highly significant category for 
Luke, who portrays Jesus throughout as the fulfilment of prophecy, modelled on 
Elijah as the prophet of old.  
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• God looking favourably on his people echoes earlier passages:  Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them. (Luke 
1:68)  By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to 
give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace.  (Luke 1:78–79) 

Luke 7:17 
• The renown of Jesus spreads, anticipating the spread of the Church in the Acts of the 

Apostles. 

And so… 
• The need is described 
• The person in need encounters Jesus 
• The healing word and / or touch 
• The cure takes place 
• Proof by some action 

• Interest is excited by the moving details in v.12, matched by an implied emotional 
climax when the son is returned to his mother in v. 15b.  

• The first dramatic moment is in v.13—have felt compassion and spoken to the mother, 
what will Jesus do?  

• The dramatic climax is in v. 15, of course.  
• Of special interest to Luke is the series of three reactions, which conclude the 

narrative: fear, glory and renown. 

• Jesus evokes Elijah: Luke 4:16-30 
• Jesus raised the dead like Elijah: Luke 7:11-17 
• Jesus saying about the plough and looking back: Luke 9:26 
• Jesus set his face towards his assumption: Luke 9:51 
• Jesus asks the disciples to remain seated: Luke 24:49 
• Jesus bestows the Spirit after his assumption: Acts 2:3 
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(5) Identity: Moses (Luke 9) 

Sequence 
• The Transfiguration 
• The background 
• Synoptic view 
• Comparing versions 
• Special to Luke 
• Context of Luke-Acts 
• Luke’s Message 
• And so… 

Matthew Mark Luke

Matt. 17:1   Six days later, 
Jesus took with him Peter 
and James and his brother 
John and led them up a high 
mountain, by themselves.  2 
And he was transfigured 
before them, and his face 
shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling 
white.  3 Suddenly there 
appeared to them Moses 
and Elijah, talking with him.  
4 Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it is good for us to be 
here; if you wish, I will make 
three dwellings here, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.”  5 While he was 
still speaking, suddenly a 
bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a 
voice said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved; with him I am 
well pleased; listen to him!”  
6 When the disciples heard 
this, they fell to the ground 
and were overcome by fear.  
7 But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, “Get 
up and do not be afraid.”  8 
And when they looked up, 
they saw no one except 
Jesus himself alone. 

Mark 9:2   Six days later, 
Jesus took with him 
Peter and James and 
John, and led them up a 
high mountain apart, by 
themselves. And he was 
transfigured before 
them,  3 and his clothes 
became dazzling white, 
such as no one on earth 
could bleach them.  4 
And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, 
who were talking with 
Jesus.  5 Then Peter said 
to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be here; 
let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.”  6 He did not 
know what to say, for 
they were terrified.  7 
Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, 
and from the cloud 
there came a voice, 
“This is my Son, the 
Beloved; listen to him!”  
8 Suddenly when they 
looked around, they saw 
no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

Luke 9:28   Now about eight days 
after these sayings Jesus took with 
him Peter and John and James, and 
went up on the mountain to pray.  
29 And while he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed, 
and his clothes became dazzling 
white.  30 Suddenly they saw two 
men, Moses and Elijah, talking to 
him.  31 They appeared in glory and 
were speaking of his departure, 
which he was about to accomplish 
at Jerusalem.  32 Now Peter and his 
companions were weighed down 
with sleep; but since they had 
stayed awake, they saw his glory 
and the two men who stood with 
him.  33 Just as they were leaving 
him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make 
three dwellings, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah”—not 
knowing what he said.  34 While he 
was saying this, a cloud came and 
overshadowed them; and they were 
terrified as they entered the cloud.  
35 Then from the cloud came a 
voice that said, “This is my Son, my 
Chosen; listen to him!”  36 When 
the voice had spoken, Jesus was 
found alone. And they kept silent 
and in those days told no one any of 
the things they had seen. 

http://www.tarsus.ie
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Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory 
of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the 
seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of 
the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people 
of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 
mountain for forty days and forty nights. (Exodus 24:15–18) 

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two 
tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone 
because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, 
the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses 
called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and 
Moses spoke with them.  (Exodus 34:29–31) 

At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there.   Then the word of the LORD 
came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very 
zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to 
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance 
of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
(1Kings 19:9–13) 

His body was like beryl, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and 
legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and the sound of his words like the roar of a 
multitude. I, Daniel, alone saw the vision; the people who were with me did not see the 
vision, though a great trembling fell upon them, and they fled and hid themselves. So I 
was left alone to see this great vision. My strength left me, and my complexion grew 
deathly pale, and I retained no strength. Then I heard the sound of his words; and when 
I heard the sound of his words, I fell into a trance, face to the ground. 
But then a hand touched me and roused me to my hands and knees. He said to me, 
“Daniel, greatly beloved, pay attention to the words that I am going to speak to you. 
Stand on your feet, for I have now been sent to you.” So while he was speaking this word 
to me, I stood up trembling. (Daniel 10:6–11) 

Synoptics Relationships 

158/59 
Mark 

                                                          [96]                              [61] 

   Matthew                [8)                         Luke 

   194/90                                              208/140 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Comparing Versions 

Special to Luke 
• v. 28 Introduction and context 
• vv. 29-31 The sign from God 
• v. 32 A general human reaction 
• vv. 33 A specific human reaction 
• vv. 34-35 Interpretation of the sign from God 
• v. 36 Human reaction and conclusion.  

• Eight days, to pray 
• His appearance changed (special word) 
• His departure (exodus); Jerusalem 
• The disciples remain awake 
• As they were leaving… 
• They entered the cloud 
• Silence is natural (not instructed) 

Matthew Mark Luke

Matt. 17:1   Six days later, 
Jesus took with him Peter 
and James and his brother 
John and led them up a 
high mountain, by 
themselves.  2 And he was 
transfigured before them, 
and his face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes 
became dazzling white.  3 
Suddenly there appeared 
to them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with him.  4 Then 
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, 
it is good for us to be 
here; if you wish, I will 
make three dwellings 
here, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.”  
5 While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a 
bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and 
from the cloud a voice 
said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am 
well pleased; listen to 
him!”  6 When the 
disciples heard this, they 
fell to the ground and 
were overcome by fear.  7 
But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, 
“Get up and do not be 
afraid.”  8 And when they 
looked up, they saw no 
one except Jesus himself 
alone. 

Mark 9:2   Six days 
later, Jesus took with 
him Peter and James 
and John, and led 
them up a high 
mountain apart, by 
themselves. And he 
was transfigured 
before them,  3 and 
his clothes became 
dazzling white, such 
as no one on earth 
could bleach them.  4 
And there appeared 
to them Elijah with 
Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus.  5 
Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be 
here; let us make 
three dwellings, one 
for you, one for 
Moses, and one for 
Elijah.”  6 He did not 
know what to say, for 
they were terrified.  7 
Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, 
and from the cloud 
there came a voice, 
“This is my Son, the 
Beloved; listen to 
him!”  8 Suddenly 
when they looked 
around, they saw no 
one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. 

Luke 9:28   Now about eight 
days after these sayings Jesus 
took with him Peter and John 
and James, and went up on the 
mountain to pray.  29 And while 
he was praying, the 
appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes 
became dazzling white.  30 
Suddenly they saw two men, 
Moses and Elijah, talking to him.  
31 They appeared in glory and 
were speaking of his 
departure, which he was about 
to accomplish at Jerusalem.  32 
Now Peter and his companions 
were weighed down with 
sleep; but since they had 
stayed awake, they saw his 
glory and the two men who 
stood with him.  33 Just as they 
were leaving him, Peter said to 
Jesus, “Master, it is good for us 
to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah”—not 
knowing what he said.  34 
While he was saying this, a cloud 
came and overshadowed them; 
and they were terrified as they 
entered the cloud.  35 Then 
from the cloud came a voice that 
said, “This is my Son, my 
Chosen; listen to him!”  36 
When the voice had spoken, 
Jesus was found alone. And 
they kept silent and in those 
days told no one any of the 
things they had seen. 

VISUAL

AUDITORY
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• The immediate setting is like Mark’s - the seeing of the Kingdom. 
• “Time” of Moses and Elijah is over 
• Luke’s tripartite view of history 
• Jesus’ death is an “exodus” 
• Genre: example of prayer 

Context of Luke-Acts 
• Deut 18:15   The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 

you–from your fellow Israelites; you must listen to him.  
• Mal 4:5 Look, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible day of 

the Lord arrives. 6 He will encourage fathers and their children to return to me, so that 
I will not come and strike the earth with judgment.” 

• Because of Moses and Elijah, the Transfiguration foreshadows the end of time, it 
proclaims the kingdom of God now and anticipates the final victory of Jesus. 

• Also: Psalm 43  

Ps 43:2  For you are the God who shelters me. 
 Why do you reject me? 
 Why must I walk around mourning 
 because my enemies oppress me?  
3  Reveal your light and your faithfulness! 
 They will lead me, 
 they will escort me back to your holy hill, 
 and to the place where you live. 

“Psalm 43:2 states: ‘Why do I go about mourning, under the oppression of the 
enemy?’ [Has not God saved me in the past and does he not tell me now]—Did I not 
send you redemption (in Egypt), as it is said: ‘Please send Moses, his servant, Aaron 
whom he chose’ [Ps. 105:26].  

Please send us another two as their counterparts, as the next verse in Psalm 43:3 says: 
‘Send “your Light” and “your Truth”; they will lead me.’ God informed them: I will send 
you salvation again. And so Scripture says, ‘Behold I will send you Elijah the 
Prophet’ [Mal. 3:23]. So now one has been named. The second one is ‘Yea my servant, I 
shall take hold of him, my chosen one [in whom I delight]’ [Isa. 42:1].  

This is the interpretation of the words of Ps. 43:3: ‘Send “your Light” and “your Truth”; 
they will lead me; they will bring me to your holy mountain and to your 
tents.’” (Midrash on Ps. 43) 

Now when all the people were baptised, Jesus also was baptised. And while he was 
praying, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like 
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my one dear Son; in you I take great 
delight.” (Luke 3:21–22) 
Then a voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to 
him!”  (Luke 9:35) 
The people also stood there watching, but the rulers ridiculed him, saying, “He saved 
others. Let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, his chosen one!” (Luke 23:35) 
Luke 8:51 Now when he came to the house, Jesus did not let anyone go in with him 
except Peter, John, and James, and the child’s father and mother.  
Luke 9:28   Now about eight days after these sayings, Jesus took with him Peter, John, 
and James, and went up the mountain to pray. 32 Now Peter and those with him 
were quite sleepy, but as they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men 
standing with him. 
Luke 22:45 When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping, exhausted from grief. 46 So he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up 
and pray that you will not fall into temptation!” 



�27 SSS 2018 www.tarsus.ie

Luke 9:30 Then two men, Moses and Elijah, began talking with him. 32 Now Peter and 
those with him were quite sleepy, but as they became fully awake, they saw his glory and 
the two men standing with him.  
Luke 24:4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood beside them 
in dazzling attire.  
Acts 1:10 As they were still staring into the sky while he was going, suddenly two men in 
white clothing stood near them 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand here 
looking up into the sky? This same Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven 
will come back in the same way you saw him go into heaven.” 
Luke 9:7   Now Herod the tetrarch heard about everything that was happening, and he 
was thoroughly perplexed, because some people were saying that John had been 
raised from the dead, 8 while others were saying that Elijah had appeared, and still 
others that one of the prophets of long ago had risen. 9 Herod said, “I had John 
beheaded, but who is this about whom I hear such things?” So Herod wanted to learn 
about Jesus. 
Luke 9:27 But I tell you most certainly, there are some standing here who will not 
experience death before they see the kingdom of God.” 
Luke 9:51   Now when the days drew near for him to be taken up, (analēpsis) Jesus set 
out resolutely to go to Jerusalem.  
Luke 24:50   Then Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. 51 Now during the blessing he departed and was taken up  
(anaphereto) into heaven. 
Acts 1:9 After he had said this, while they were watching, he was lifted up (hupelaben) 
and a cloud hid him from their sight.  
Luke’s Message 
• Like Moses, Jesus is to be listened to 
• Like Moses, Jesus has an exodus 
• Like Moses in the Midrash of Ps 43, Jesus is the chosen one 
• Like Moses, Jesus fed the people in the wilderness 
• Like Elijah, Jesus will be lifted up 
• Like Elijah, Jesus raised the only child of a widow 
• Unlike both: Jesus will be the final bearer of God’s word (prophet) because he is the 

Son of God, who died and rose from the dead (cf. all the links). 

And so… 
• Luke has take a story from Mark. 
• He has rewritten to reflect his interest in prayer. 
• He changes the role of Moses and Elijah, both in the topic under discussion and in 

their “disappearance.” 
• Clearly the story has to do with the identity of Jesus (Son) and with his destiny (cross 

and resurrection). 
• By means of this rewriting, Luke has used the story to express the double sense of 

continuity and discontinuity in Jesus. 
• By strengthening the allusions to the Old Testament and Jewish tradition, Luke 

responds to the proto-Marcionism of his day.  
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(6) Proclamation (Acts 2) 

Sequence 
• Introduction to the Acts 
• OT Backgrounds 
• Acts 2:1-13: Pentecost 
• Acts 2:14-41: Peter’s Speech 
• Reverberations throughout the Acts 
• A prophetic community of prophets 
• And so…  

Introduction to the Acts 
• Starts in Jerusalem and ends in Rome. 
• Really the story of Peter and then Paul; Peter peters out. 
• Large biblical theology of history, found chiefly in the speeches. 
• About one third of Acts is made up of speeches. 
• The break with Judaism and the inclusion of the Gentiles. 
• The “we” passages in Acts. 
• The vast number of characters. 
• Certain scenes receive extensive treatment (Cornelius; the journey to Rome). 
• Ends happily, but strangely without closure. 

• Paul Ricoeur: three kinds of historiography. 
✴ Documentary History. 
✴ Explanatory History. 
✴ Poetic History. 

• Marked by divine interventions. 
• For example: Acts 16:6-10. 
• So, a narrative of origins (“histoire de commencement”). 
• But also: geography, politics, Roman institutions, place names etc. 

So, not a novel, nor biography, nor history, nor apologetics in the strict sense. 
Rather, narrative of origins, broadly historical and strongly apologetic, aimed at 
instructing the hearers / readers at the time of writing. 

Reading 
Acts 2:1   Now when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly a sound like a violent wind blowing came from heaven and filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. 3 And tongues spreading out like a fire appeared 
to them and came to rest on each one of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and they began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them. 

Acts 2:5   Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven residing in 
Jerusalem. 6 When this sound occurred, a crowd gathered and was in confusion, 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Completely baffled, they 
said, “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that each one of us 
hears them in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both 
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own languages 
about the great deeds God has done!” 12 All were astounded and greatly confused, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others jeered at the speakers, 
saying, “They are drunk on new wine!”  

http://www.tarsus.ie
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Backgrounds 
• Shavuot or Pentecost is one of the three pilgrimage feast of Judaism. Legislation can 

be found in Ex 23:16; 34:12; Lev 23:15-21; Dt 16:9-12. 
• In the Hebrew Bible: the Festival of Weeks.  
• It was an important harvest feast as we see from Paul’s eagerness to be in Jerusalem 

for it (Acts 20:16).  
• By the time of Jesus’ ministry, it had also come to mark the giving of the Law, the 

Torah, on Mount Sinai. The metaphors used—sound, wind and fire—all have a 
considerable OT background. 

• The link was clear in Rabbinic Judaism:  
• “Pentecost is the day on which the Torah was given.” Babylonian Talmud b. Pesaḥ 68b. 

• The feast is also mentioned in the Mishnah, in the significant context of the last 
judgment:  

• At four seasons of the year the world is judged: at Passover for grain; at Pentecost for 
fruit of the tree; at the New Year all who enter the world pass before Him like troops 
since it is said, He who fashions the hearts of them al& who considers all their works 
(Ps. 33:15); and on the Festival [of Tabernacles] they are judged in regard to water.  
(Rosh Hashanah 1:2) 

• In the third month after the Israelites went out from the land of Egypt, on the very day, 
they came to the Desert of Sinai. (Exodus 19:1) That is, roughly 50 days later. Cf. fire, 
sound and speech. 

• When the writer of Acts tells the story of the first Christian Pentecost, he has in mind a 
rich world of reference: growth, harvest, gift, instruction, in-gathering, freedom, new 
life.   

• Unleashed by the Holy Spirit — wind, sound and fire — it symbolises in our context the 
birth of the Christian community in the world, another, universal in-gathering of all 
peoples into God’s cosmic project. 

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as they migrated from 
the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to 
one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick 
for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, 
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise 
we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” The Lord came down to 
see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. And the Lord said, “Look, they are 
one people, and they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they 
will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us 
go down, and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one 
another’s speech.” So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the 
earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore it was called Babel, because there the 
Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them 
abroad over the face of all the earth.  (Genesis 11:1–9) 

Joel 2:28 Then afterward (Luke redacts: in the last days) I will pour out my spirit on all 
flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see visions. 29 Even on the male and female slaves, in those 
days, I will pour out my spirit. (Luke adds: and they shall prophesy). 30   I will show 
portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke.  31 The 
sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible 
day of the Lord comes (Luke redacts: before the coming of the Lord’s great and 
glorious day).  32 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved; 
(Luke omits the remaining phrases:) for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be 
those who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom 
the Lord calls. 
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Within Acts 
• This dramatic scene and commentary correspond in some measure to the opening 

tableau in Luke 4:16-30. Like that opening scene in the Gospel, the portrayal of the 
day of Pentecost is both synthetic and programmatic.  

• It is synthetic in that it gathers into a foundational scene the many experiences of the 
Holy Spirit which marked the life of the early church.  

• It is programmatic in that this is the scene which holds the energy behind the breath-
taking expansion of the Way recounted in the Acts.  

• Luke lays out the material in the symbolic language of forty days of appearances and 
the outpouring the Spirit fifty days after Passover. 

• By reversing linguistic disunity, the experience is revealed as both ash eschatological 
event of new creation and a utopian restoration of the unity of the human race. 

• The gift of the Spirit is the present eschatological gift and this gift is for the entire 
human race.  

• The text of Joel directs our understanding of the Pentecost event and links it to the 
rest of the Acts. 

• The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter were greatly astonished that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard 
them speaking in tongues and praising God.  (Acts 10:45–46) 

• When they heard this, they were baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus, and when 
Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they began to 
speak in tongues and to prophesy. (Acts 19:5–6) 

• Cf. So if the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and unbelievers 
or uninformed people enter, will they not say that you have lost your minds?  (= 1 
Corinthians 14:23; cf. 1 Corinthians 12-14 in general) 

Pentecost Tableau 
Vv.1-4: a single unity 

A. v.2   Sound like 
B. v. 2   Sound filled 
A* v.3   Tongues like 
B* v. 3   Tongues sat 

Vv. 5-13: the tableau 
A. v. 5   Introduction 
B. v.6   Summary 
C. vv. 7-12  development of the summary 
D. v. 13   A contrary explanation 

Thus far… 
• This is a symbolic tableau, capturing multiple experiences of the Spirit, in dialogue 

with Genesis 11:1-9 and Joel.  
• It combines the two themes of the Jewish feast of Shavuot / Pentecost.  
• (i) Harvest: Pentecost initiates the gathering in of the Gentiles. Harvest language 

always suggests sifting, i.e. judgment.  
• (ii) The giving of the Law on Sinai: Pentecost celebrated the writing of the Law on the 

hearts of believers (cf. Jeremiah).  
• (iii) Fulfilment of Joel 

Peter’s speech 
• 50% of Acts is made up of sermons, discourse and letters 

• Letters 
• Jerusalem Council to Gentiles (15:23-29); Claudius Lysias to Felix (23:27-30) 

• Speeches 
• 33% is made up of Christian sermons 
• Peter: 8 
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• Stephen: (7:2-53) 
• Cornelius  (10:30-33) 
• James: 2 (15:13-21, 21:20-25) 
• Paul: 9 
• Gamaliel the Pharisee (5:35-39) 
• Demetrius the silver-smith (19:25-27) 
• Tertullus the lawyer (24:2-8) 
• Festus the governor (23:27-30)  

• Peter’s eight speeches  
• Acts 1:16-22; 2:14-36, 38-39; 3:12-26; 4:8-12, 19-20; 5:29-32; 10:34-43; 11:5- 17; 

15:7-11 
• Paul’s nine speeches 
• Acts 13:16-41; 14:15-17; 17:22-31; 20:18-35; 22:1-21; 24:10-21; 26:2-23, 25-27; 

27:21-26; 28:17-20 

Peter’s speech 
Acts 2:14   But Peter stood up with the eleven, raised his voice, and addressed them: 
“You men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, know this and listen carefully to 
what I say. 15 In spite of what you think, these men are not drunk, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning. 16 But this is what was spoken about through the prophet Joel: 
17  ‘And in the last days it will be,’ God says, 
 ‘that I will pour out my Spirit on all people, 
 and your sons and your daughters will prophesy, 
 and your young men will see visions, 
 and your old men will dream dreams. 
18  Even on my servants, both men and women, 
 I will pour out my Spirit in those days,  
 and they will prophesy. 
19  And I will perform wonders in the sky above 
 and miraculous signs on the earth below, 
 blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 
20  The sun will be changed to darkness 
 and the moon to blood 
 before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes. 
21  And then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord  
 will be saved.’ 

Acts 2:22   “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man clearly 
attested to you by God with powerful deeds, wonders, and miraculous signs that God 
performed among you through him, just as you yourselves know– 23 this man, who was 
handed over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you executed by 
nailing him to a cross at the hands of Gentiles. 24 But God raised him up, having 
released him from the pains of death, because it was not possible for him to be held in 
its power. 25 For David says about him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always in front of me,  
 for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken. 
26  Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue rejoiced; 
 my body also will live in hope, 
27  because you will not leave my soul in Hades, 
 nor permit your Holy One to experience decay. 
28  You have made known to me the paths of life; 
 you will make me full of joy with your presence.’ 

Acts 2:29   “Brothers, I can speak confidently to you about our forefather David, that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 So then, because he 
was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his 
descendants on his throne, 31 David by foreseeing this spoke about the resurrection of 
the Christ, that he was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did his body experience decay. 
32 This Jesus God raised up, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 So then, exalted to the 
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right hand of God, and having received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, 
he has poured out what you both see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend into 
heaven, but he himself says, 
 ‘The Lord said to my lord, 
 “Sit at my right hand  
35  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ 

Acts 2:36   Therefore let all the house of Israel know beyond a doubt that God has 
made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.” 

Acts 2:37   Now when they heard this, they were acutely distressed and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, “What should we do, brothers?” 38 Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and each one of you be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far away, as many as the Lord 
our God will call to himself.” 40 With many other words he testified and exhorted them 
saying, “Save yourselves from this perverse generation!” 41 So those who accepted his 
message were baptised, and that day about three thousand people were added.  

• Linear 
• 1-13  Narrative introduction 
• 14-21 What happened? 
• 22-36  Jesus is the Messiah 
• 37-41 Consequences 

• Concentric 
A. God raised Jesus 
 B. Scriptural proof (David) 
  C. Scriptural interpretation 
   D. Resurrection / witnesses 
   D*. Exaltation / witnesses 
  C*. Scriptural interpretation 
 B*. Scriptural proof (David) 
A*. God made Jesus Lord and Messiah 

Role of the speech in Luke’s overall work 
1. Fulfilment of Acts 1:8 
2. Explanation of xenolalia 
3. Mission and conversion begin  
Functions of the Spirit 
4. Power, witness, mission 
5. Incorporation into the true Israel 
6. God’s will through prophecy (Jewish and Christian) and community discernment 

• This speech has an important foundational significance. 
• The speech is nearly three times as long as the event it explains. 
• NB people of Judea and who live in Jerusalem. 
• Culturally: ecstasy association with inebriation (e.g. Dionysius; also celebrated in the 

Holy Land). 
• NB voice (2:6) / addressed (2:4); i.e. the Pentecost event is divinely inspired and so is 

this interpretation so closely joined to it.  
• Know this (v.14) and  know (v. 36) form an inclusio.  
• Keys: the main scripture citations. 

JOEL 

Joel 2:28  (3:1) After all of this I will pour out my Spirit on all kinds of people. 
 Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 
 Your elderly will have revelatory dreams; 
 your young men will see prophetic visions.  
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29  Even on male and female servants 
 I will pour out my Spirit in those days.  

30  I will produce portents both in the sky and on the earth– 
 blood, fire, and columns of smoke.  

31  The sunlight will be turned to darkness 
 and the moon to the colour of blood, 
 before the day of the Lord comes– 
 that great and terrible day!  
32  It will so happen that 
 everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be delivered. 
  
ACTS 

17  ‘And in the last days it will be,’ God says, 
 ‘that I will pour out my Spirit on all people, 
 and your sons and your daughters will prophesy, 
 and your young men will see visions, 
 and your old men will dream dreams. 

18  Even on my servants, both men and women, 
 I will pour out my Spirit in those days,  

and they will prophesy. 
19  And I will perform wonders in the sky above 
 and miraculous signs on the earth below, 
 blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 

20  The sun will be changed to darkness 
 and the moon to blood 
 before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes. 

21  And then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

Psalm 15 (= Ps 16) 

Ps 15:8  I kept seeing the Lord always before me, 
  because he is at my right, that I might not be shaken.  
Ps 15:9    Therefore my heart was glad, 
  and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover, my flesh will encamp in hope,  
10   because you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
  or give your devout to see corruption. 
Ps 15:11    You made known to me ways of life. 
  You will fill me with gladness along with your face; 
  in your right hand are delights, completely.  

Psalm 109 (= Ps 110) 
Ps 109:1   (110)   Pertaining to Dauid. A Psalm.  

 (1)  The Lord said to my lord, “Sit on my right 
  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”  

Acts 2:36   Therefore let all the house of Israel know beyond a doubt that God has 
made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.” 

Acts 2:37   Now when they heard this, they were acutely distressed and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, “What should we do, brothers?” 38 Peter said to them, 
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“Repent, and each one of you be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far away, as many as the Lord 
our God will call to himself.” 40 With many other words he testified and exhorted them 
saying, “Save yourselves from this perverse generation!” 41 So those who accepted his 
message were baptised, and that day about three thousand people were added. 

Acts 10:44   While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all those 
who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter 
were greatly astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 
47 “No one can withhold the water for these people to be baptised, who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” 

• Peter becomes the spokesperson for the apostolic faith…and delivers the first 
Christian homily. It is missionary and evangelistic, i.e. it proclaims the central elements 
of the Christian faith to people who are not Christians, calling them to repentance 
and faith.  

• In the modern world, most sermons preached in churches are not evangelistic but 
address those who already profess the faith.  

• In an increasingly secular world, the church can learn from the sermons in Acts the 
nature of evangelistic preaching, which does not presuppose faith but generates it.  

Eugene Boring 

A prophetic community 
• Peter grounds his proclamation on the prophets and the Psalms (read prophetically) 
• Peter portrays Jesus as a prophet, mighty in word and dead. 
• Jesus, in his death and resurrection, fulfils the ancient prophecies. 
• By the gift of Pentecost, a new out-pouring of the Spirit takes place, triggering the 

evangelical mission and the spirit-filled existence of a prophetic church.  
• Thus, the story continues in the life of the Christian community.  

And so… 
• Today? 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Paul lived there two whole years 
in his own rented quarters  

and welcomed all who came to him, 
proclaiming the kingdom of God  

and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ 
with complete boldness and without restriction.  

(Acts 28:30–31) 

Soli Deo Gloria


