
Faith into 
the 

Future
Jesus as the servant 
of God in the Gospel 

of Matthew
Session 3

Sean Goan



Preparing for the Proclamation 
of  the Kingdom

• In the infancy narrative (1:1-2:23) and the preparation for 
Jesus’ ministry (3:1-4:25) the identity of  Jesus as Messiah, 
Son of David, Son of God, and Servant has been highlighted. 

• These titles have to be understood in their Jewish context 
because that is the background that allows Matthew’s 
audience to understand everything that Jesus says and 
does – his proclamation of the “Kingdom of Heaven”.

• The titles highlight Jesus’ relationship with God, and his 
faithfulness to God’s project – God’s desire to save his 
people. This is God’s will and Jesus is committed to it.

• They are not affirmations of his divinity though they will 
help the Church to affirm that with the passage of time.



The Baptism of  Jesus 
(3:1-17)

• John identified as a new Elijah, preparing the 
way. 

• He stands in the prophetic tradition of calling 
for repentance

• Metanoia – a change of mindset, a different 
way of seeing resulting in changed behaviour

• Jesus is baptised by John in order to “fulfil all 
righteousness” (3:15)

• This unusual phrase links the readers to the 
covenant which revealed the righteousness of 
God.

• Zedeqah is a key attribute of Yahweh – the God 
of the covenant as presented in the Scriptures 
of the Jewish people. 



The Covenant God 
Speaks

“This is my son the beloved with whom I am well 
pleased” (Matt 3:17)

Matthew links Jesus’ identity to:

• The Son of David : “You are my son” (Ps 2:7) 

• The Abraham story: “Take your son, your beloved son” 
(Gen 22:2)

• The servant in Isaiah : “My chosen one in whom I 
delight” (Is 42:1)

The voice of God declares Jesus’ identity and ties him to 
the story of God’s faithfulness in the Scriptures.
Jesus’ faithfulness to God’s project is then tested in the 
temptations in the wilderness. (4:1-11)



Righteousness – Zedeqah: God’s and Our’s

• God’s Righteousness - is a 
manifestation of  the covenant 
faithfulness of  Yahweh and is 
frequently used in parallel with such 
words as steadfast love (hesed) and 
faithfulness (emunah)

• Human righteousness: Moral action 
that reflects a person’s relationship 
with God. 

zedekah (hqdc) 
dikaiosyne (dikaiosunh))
Variously translated:

• Saving deeds

• Righteousness

• Vindication

• Justice

• Victory

• Salvation

• Deliverance



God’s Righteousness in The Prophets
• Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain 

down justice; let the earth open, that salvation may spring 
up, and let it cause righteousness to sprout up also; I the 
LORD have created it. (Isa. 45:8)

• I bring near my justice, it is not far off, and my salvation 
will not tarry; I will put salvation in Zion, for Israel my glory. 
(Isa. 46:13)

• Thus says the LORD: let those who boast, boast in this, 
that they understand and know me, that I am the LORD; I 
act with steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the 
earth, for in these things I delight, says the LORD. (Jer. 9:23-
24)



God’s Righteousenss
in the Prayer of  Israel

• Your steadfast love O Lord extends to 
the heavens, your faithfulness to the 
clouds. Your justice is like the mighty 
mountains , your judgments are like 
the deep; you save humans and 
animals alike O Lord, Ps 36:5-6 

• I have not hidden your justice (saving 
help)within my heart, I have spoken of  
your faithfulness and your salvation; I 
have not concealed your steadfast 
love and your faithfulness from the 
great congregation. (Ps. 40:10)



Righteousness as a human response 
to God

Praise the LORD! Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight in 
his commandments.

Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures 
forever.

They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, 
merciful, and righteous.

For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered forever. 
They are not afraid of  evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the LORD.

Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look in 
triumph on their foes. 

They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their righteousness 
endures forever; (Ps. 112:1-9)



The 
Ministry 
Begins -
‘God with 
us’

“The people who sat in darkness have seen a great 
light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of 
death light has dawned.“ (Isaiah 9:2)

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

Jesus went throughout Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and 
curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people.  So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and 
they brought to him all the sick, those who were 
afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, 
epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured them. 

(Matt. 4:16-24)



Structure of  the 
Sermon on the Mount

• Introduction 5:1-2

• The Beatitudes 5:3-16 
God’s Righteousness / Zedeqah

• First Teaching on Righteousness 5:20-48

• Second Teaching on Righteousness 6:1-18

• Third Teaching on Righteousness 6:19 -
7:11

• Conclusion 7:12-28  

(Note: The Our Father stands at the centre 
of the entire section)



First Four Beatitudes: 
A Situation to be Changed - not Virtues to be Imitated!

• 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom  of heaven. (Is 
11:4, Am 2:7)

• 5:4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted. (Is 61:3)

• 5:5 "Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth. (Ps 37:11)

• 5:6 "Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. 
(Matt 6:33)



Last Four Beatitudes: Those committed to the 
Kingdom work  towards the reversal described in 5:3-6

• 5:7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
receive mercy. (Matt 9:10-13, 27; 15:21)

• 5:8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
will see God. (Matt 15:8, 23:28)

• 5:9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children  of God. (Matt 5:44, 
Is 32:15-17, Jer 8:11)

• 5:10 "Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness'  sake,  for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Matt 
13:20-21)



Jesus: Interpreter of Torah

On this mountain Jesus is not simply a 
new Moses, rather with the unparalleled 

authority that belongs to him as God’s 
Son he imparts in the Sermon a new and 

definitive interpretation of Torah.

Everything he commends or requires 
derives from a distinct theological vision 
and the sermon can only make sense in 

the light of that vision, a vision that rests 
on the character or nature of God as 

revealed by Jesus.

The “Righteous” are 
those who long for the 

coming of God’s kingdom 
(as revealed in the 

ministry of Jesus) and the 
vindication of right that 
will come with it, and 

who, on the basis of this 
hope, actively do God’s 

will now.”


