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Welcome
1. CHRISTIANITY IN ROME: ROM 1:1-17 
2. The letter as a whole: Rom 1-16 
3. Need of grace: Rom 1-4 
4. Gift of grace: Rom 5-8 
5. Jews and Gentiles: Rom 9-11 
6. Grace in practice: Rom 12:1-15:6 
7. Conclusion: Rom 15:7-33; 16 
8. Romans for today’s church 

(1) ROMAN CHRISTIANITY: Romans 1:1-7, 8-17

· What was Rome like?
· Who were the Roman Christians
· What was their history?
· Sources: Suetonius, Tacitus, Acts

· Jewish Quarters in Ancient Rome
· Synagogues

Claudius (41-54) became emperor on 24 January AD 41. His accession was irregular. Found hiding in the palace behind a curtain, he was dragged off by the praetorians and proclaimed emperor. His niece Agrippina, who was his fourth wife, had him poisoned on 13 October 54. 

His attitude to the Jews was in general enlightened, because Josephus reports that he issued an edict guaranteeing Jews throughout the empire the right to practice their religion “without let or hindrance” (Josephus, Ant 19.290).

Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus, [Claudius] expelled them from Rome. Suetonius: Lives (Claudius 25.4)

His expulsion of “Jews” from Rome is apparently confirmed by Acts 18:2, where we read:

There he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome.

Nero (54-68) was originally names Domitius Ahenobarbus and was adopted by his step-father Claudius, and changed his name at the age of twelve to Nero Claudius Caesar Germanicus. It was precisely to ensure his succession that Agrippina did away with Claudius and accordingly Nero became emperor on 13 October 54. 

Nero was the first to persecute the Christians in 64. Eventually, he failed to respond quickly to military crises and was abandoned by the praetorians and the Senate. He took refuge in the villa of his ex-slave Paon and there he committed suicide, reportedly lamenting “What an artist dies with me”.

Again, in his Lives of the Caesars (Nero xvi), Suetonius mentions the Christians as a “class of men given to a new and mischievous superstition”. 

It is interesting to note that he calls the religion a “new” superstition and seems not to confuse it, as the earlier citation had done, with Judaism. 

This distinction is even clearer in the Chronicle (ii.29) of Suplicius Severus. Nero had been blamed for the fire in Rome and tried to deflect blame by punishing the Christians who by now had become “very large”.

But all human efforts, all the lavish gifts of the emperor, and the propitiations of the gods did not banish the sinister belief that the conflagration was the result of an order. Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. 

Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and become popular. 
Tacitus, Annals 15.44

· At the start, Christians were both Jews and some Gentiles.
· At a certain point, the Jewish Christians were expelled (not all Jews). 
· The gentiles developed a law-free style of Christianity.
· On the return of the Jewish Christians, the community was in conflict.

Letters at the time

Then the apostles and the elders, with the consent of the whole church, decided to choose men from among their members and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leaders among the brothers, with the following letter: 

Superscript
“The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the believers of Gentile origin in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 

Body
Since we have heard that certain persons who have gone out from us, though with no instructions from us, have said things to disturb you and have unsettled your minds, we have decided unanimously to choose representatives and send them to you, along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, who have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth. 

For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose on you no further burden than these essentials: that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from fornication. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. 

Postscript
Farewell.” 

(Acts 15:22-29)

Romans as a letter	Epistolary Superscript         	1:1-7
						Thanksgiving 					1:8-17
						Body of the Letter					1:19-15:33
						Epistolary Farewell					16:1-27

Rom. 1:1   Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,  2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,  3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,  5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,  6 including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7   To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 1:1-7

1 	Paul, 
a servant of Jesus Christ, 

called to be an apostle, 
set apart for the gospel of God,  
				

2 		which he promised beforehand through his prophets 
in the holy scriptures,  
3 		concerning his Son, 
who was descended 	
from David 
according to the flesh 
	4 			and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness 
by (from) resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord,  
5 		through whom we have received grace and apostleship 
to bring about the obedience of faith
among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,  
6 		including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
					

7 	To all God’s beloved in Rome, 
who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Rom. 1:8   First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed throughout the world.  9 For God, whom I serve with my spirit by announcing the gospel of his Son, is my witness that without ceasing I remember you always in my prayers,  10 asking that by God’s will I may somehow at last succeed in coming to you.  11 For I am longing to see you so that I may share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you—  12 or rather so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.  13 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as I have among the rest of the Gentiles.  14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish 15 —hence my eagerness to proclaim the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 


Rom. 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, “The one who is righteous will live by faith.”

VERSE		TERM			TOPIC
1:1-7			Superscript		Greetings

1:8-15			Introduction		Reasons for coming to Rome
1:16-17		Thesis			Justification, Faith, Jews, Gentiles, live 
1:18-4:35		Proof 1		Sin (all) and faith (everyone)
5-8			Proof 2		Salvation for all through Christ
9-11			Proof 3		God’s election of both Jews and 							Gentiles 
12-15:6		Proof 4		Life together in the community 
15:7-33		Conclusion		Reasons for coming to Rome

16			Postscript		Greetings

Pointers for Prayer

1. There is a strong sense of “being called” in the opening verses; what has been my own sense of vocation over the years? Where am I today?
2. Paul feels a great responsibility to proclaim the good news widely. What is my personal experience of the good news? Am I too on fire with the gospel?
3. Faith lies at the heart of Paul’s proclamation. What does “faith” mean to me?

In general, I will use the NET.    

(2) LAY-OUT OF THE LETTER: Romans 1-16

Welcome
· Christianity in Rome: Rom 1:1-17 
· THE LETTER AS A WHOLE: ROM 1-16 
· Need of grace: Rom 1-4 
· Gift of grace: Rom 5-8 
· Jews and Gentiles: Rom 9-11 
· Grace in practice: Rom 12:1-15:6 
· Conclusion: Rom 15:7-33; 16 
· Romans for today’s church 

Techniques of persuasion

· Find out what is needed   	(inventio)
· Put it all in the best order  	(dispositio)
· Make it sound good           	(elocutio)
· Memorize it 			(memoria)
· Practice speaking it 		(pronuntiatio)

Reading, writing, grammar
Historical and religious sagas
Physical Fitness
Preparation for public life (Rhetoric) 
a. Lawyer
b. Politician
c. Speaker
Philosophy

Theory

	
	Deliberative
	Forensic
	Display

	Location
	Senate
	Law court
	Forum

	Object
	Policy
	Justice
	Honour

	Method
	Persuasion or dissuasion
	Attack or defense
	Praise or blame

	Audience
	Decisions
	Judgment
	Applause

	Time
	Future
	Past
	Present



Sequence
Introduction (attention, good will and receptivity)
Statement of Facts (essential in a court case)
Thesis (very brief, perhaps divided into up to three points)
Proofs (of various kinds – syllogisms, evidence, character, history etc.)
Conclusion (summary, amplification, pity)

Ancient texts…!!!
Thereforesincewearejustifiedbyfaithwehavepeacewithgodthroughourlordjesuschristthroughwhomwehaveobtainedaccesstothisgraceinwhichwestandandweboastinourhopeofsharingthegloryofgodandnotonlythatbutwealsoboastinoursufferingsknowingthatsufferingproducesenduranceandenduranceproducescharacterandcharacterproduceshopeandhopedoesnotdisappointusbecausegod’slovehasbeenpouredintoourheartsthroughtheholyspiritthathasbeengiventousforwhilewewerestillweakattherighttimechristdiedfortheungodlyindeedrarelywillanyonedieforarighteouspersonthoughperhapsforagoodpersonsomeonemightactuallydaretodiebutgodproveshisloveforusinthatwhilewestillweresinnerschristdiedforusmuchmoresurelythennowthatwehavebeenjustifiedbyhisbloodwillwebesavedthroughhimfromthewrathofgodforifwhilewewereenemieswewerereconciledtogodthroughthedeathofhissonmuchmoresurelyhavingbeenreconciledwillwebesavedbyhislifebutmorethanthatweevenboastingodthroughourlordjesuschristthroughwhomwehavenowreceivedreconciliation

Vocabulary, frame, rivet
	Verses
	Vocabulary
	Frame
	Rivet

	1:16-4:35
	Faith, unrighteousness, Gentile, write
	1:16-17 faith, righteous, written
4:23-25 written believe, justification
	4:23-25 believe, our Lord Jesus, justification
5:1-2 justified, faith, our Lord Jesus Christ

	5-8
	Sin, Christ, live, life, Spirit
	5:1: God, our Lord Jesus Christ
8:39: God, Christ Jesus our Lord
	8:39 separate, Christ,
9:1-2, Christ, anathema

	9-11
	Sarah, Jacob, Esau, Moses, Abraham, Hosea, Benjamin, Elijah, Israelite
	9:4-5 Covenant, forever and ever. Amen.
11:27.36 Covenant, for ever and ever. Amen.

	11:25 not wiser; 11:30-31 mercy; 36 ages, God
12:1 mercies 2. this age, 3. glorify God

	12:1-15:6
	Appeal, one another, neighbour, brother and sister
	12:1 I encourage you; God; worship.
15:5-6 God, encouragement, worship
	15:5-6 Christ, one another, glorify, God
15:7 Christ, one another, glory, God



Rhetoric
	verse
	
	topic

	1:8-15
	Introduction
	Reasons for coming to Rome

	1:16-17
	Thesis
	faith, justification, salvation, 
Jews and Gentiles

	1:18-4:35
	Proof 1
	Faith: (root pist-), righteousness / 
Jews and Gentiles / 
 faith and works.

	5-8
	Proof 2
	Salvation: Sin, life, living, making alive, 
Christ

	9-11
	Proof 3
	God’s election of Jews and Gentiles

	12:1-15:13
	Proof 4
	Life together in the community

	15:14-33
	Conclusion
	Reasons for coming Rome




(3) ROMANS 1-4 

Welcome
· Christianity in Rome: Rom 1:1-17 
· The letter as a whole: Rom 1-16 
· NEED OF GRACE: ROM 1-4 
· Gift of grace: Rom 5-8 
· Jews and Gentiles: Rom 9-11 
· Grace in practice: Rom 12:1-15:6 
· Conclusion: Rom 15:7-33; 16 
· Romans for today’s church 

Goals
· The overall sequence of thought
· The sequence in Romans 1-4
· The key passages in each subdivision
· Teaching: justification and faith

	Verses
	Letter
	Rhetoric
	Topic

	1:1-7
	Superscript
	
	Sender, addressee, greetings

	1:8-15
	Thanksgiving
	Introduction
	Reasons for coming to Rome

	1:16-17
	Body
	Thesis
	Faith, salvation,  righteousness, Jew, Gentile, living

	1:18-4:23
	
	Proof 1
	Jews and Gentiles in need of Christ and faith

	5-8
	
	Proof 2
	Salvation, baptism, life in Christ, hope

	9-11
	
	Proof 3
	God’s election of Jews and inclusion of Gentiles

	12:1-15:6
	
	Proof 4
	Life together in the body of Christ, weak and strong

	15:7-33
	
	Conclusion
	Reasons for coming to Rome

	16
	Conclusion
	
	Greetings to 26 people in Rome, prayer



Are these chapters really a distinct unit?
Language
· Faith (pistis), belief (pistis) and unfaith (apistos)
· Unrighteousness and ungodliness
· “Gentiles” present throughout 1-4 and absent from 5-8 
· To write (at the beginning and the end)
· Jesus / Christ: 1-4 (infrequent) and 5-8 (frequent

Frames
Rom 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is God’s power for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For the righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel from faith to faith, just as it is written, “The righteous by faith will live.”

Rom 4:23   But the statement it was credited to him was not written only for Abraham’s sake, 24 but also for our sake, to whom it will be credited, those who believe in the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was given over because of our transgressions and was raised for the sake of our justification.

Rivets
Rom 4:23   But the statement it was credited to him was not written only for Abraham’s sake, 24 but also for our sake, to whom it will be credited, those who believe in the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was given over because of our transgressions and was raised for the sake of our justification.

Rom 5:1    Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of God’s glory.

Links to Romans 1:16-17
Rom 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is God’s power for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
17 For the righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel from faith to faith, just as it is written, “The righteous by faith will live.”

Sequence of thought over the four chapters

SECTION 1 		Idolatry and immorality (1:18-32)
SECTION 2 		Judging others / God shows no partiality (2:1-29)
SECTION 3	 	Is there any advantage in being a Jew? (3:1-20)
SECTION 4 		Faith (3:21-4:25)

Thesis		1:16-17 		Justification by faith

Proof 1	Sub-thesis 1:18 	Idolatry and immorality
		Steps: A-D		Gentiles are held responsible
Proof 2	Sub-thesis 2:1 	Judging others: God shows no partiality
		Steps: A-F		Jews are held responsible
Proof 3	Sub-thesis 3:1 	Is there any advantage in being a Jew?
		Steps: A-B		Yes! No! Not really…
Proof 4	Sub-thesis 3:21 	Faith
Steps: A-C (i-v)	Jews and Gentiles (in that order!) have access to justification by means of faith. 
Argument from Abraham.

Romans 1:18-32
Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world his invisible attributes—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, because they are understood through what has been made. So people are without excuse. 

21 For although they knew God, they did not glorify him as God or give him thanks, but they became futile in their thoughts and their senseless hearts were darkened.

Romans 2:1-29
Rom 2:1    Therefore you are without excuse, whoever you are, when you judge someone else. For on whatever grounds you judge another, you condemn yourself, because you who judge practice the same things. 

2 Now we know that God’s judgment is in accordance with truth against those who practice such things. 3 And do you think, whoever you are, when you judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself, that you will escape God’s judgment?



Romans 3:1-20
Rom 3:19   Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 

20 For no one is declared righteous before him by the works of the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

Romans 3:21-4:25
Rom 3:21   But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.  (NRSV)

	NET
	NRSV

	Rom 3:21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God (which is attested by the law and the prophets) has been disclosed–
	Rom 3:21   But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets,

	22 namely, the righteousness of God through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
	22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;

	24 But they are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 25 God publicly displayed him at his death as the mercy seat accessible through faith. This was to demonstrate his righteousness, because God in his forbearance had passed over the sins previously committed. 
	24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed;

	26 This was also to demonstrate his righteousness in the present time, so that he would be just and the justifier of the one who lives because of Jesus’ faithfulness.
	26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 



Rom 4:9   Is this blessedness then for the circumcision or also for the uncircumcision? For we say, “faith was credited to Abraham as righteousness.” 
10 How then was it credited to him? Was he circumcised at the time, or not? No, he was not circumcised but uncircumcised!

Rom 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised, so that he would become the father of all those who believe but have never been circumcised, that they too could have righteousness credited to them. 

12 And he is also the father of the circumcised, who are not only circumcised, but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham possessed when he was still uncircumcised.  

Rom 4:23   But the statement it was credited to him was not written only for Abraham’s sake, 24 but also for our sake, to whom it will be credited, those who believe in the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 

25 He was given over because of our transgressions and was raised for the sake of our justification.

Both Jews and Greeks are able to live justly, i.e. to relate well to God and each other. Both are helpless, until the coming of Jesus. Both need faith. Both need “righteousness” as a gift (= grace). 

Conclusion
· Need for God is experienced by, morally and existentially, by both Gentiles and Jews: “There is no distinction” (= Roman 2 and 3)
· The real “circumcision” is the moral life, written on the human heart (Romans 3)
· God offers salvation through Christ, specifically through his faithfulness (Romans 3 and 4)
· Abraham’s faith and justification preceded his circumcision (Romans 4)
· We, Jews and Gentiles, all access this grace it through faith in Christ, the faithful one who fulfilled the promises to Abraham, our father in faith (Romans 4)

Pointers for Prayer

1. A dismaying sense of moral failure marks both Gentiles and Jews; it is, however, the opening to their need before God. Where am I in my moral life? 
2. There is a strong sense, too, of the Jews as “teachers of the nations” who do not practice what they preach. This is always a tension for teachers and preachers—if we preached only what we practised the sermons would be shorter. 
3. Faith “in spite of” the evidence seems to be characteristic of the Abraham stories. When to I find myself struggling with faith against the apparent evidence? What keeps me going?

Prayer
Loving and faithful God, 
open our hearts to know our need of your grace
in the circumstances of our lives. 
In the faithfulness of Jesus your Son
we see your faithfulness 
to everyone without distinction, 
disclosed and offered to all alike.
As we accept your gift in Christ, 
may we follow the example of Abraham, 
our father in faith,
by placing all our trust in you. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.



(4) GIFTS OF SALVATION: Romans 5-8

Welcome
· Christianity in Rome: Rom 1:1-17 
· The letter as a whole: Rom 1-16 
· Need of grace: Rom 1-4 
· GIFT OF GRACE: ROM 5-8 
· Jews and Gentiles: Rom 9-11 
· Grace in practice: Rom 12:1-15:6 
· Conclusion: Rom 15:7-33; 16 
· Romans for today’s church

(a) Is this a unit of argument?

Frames

When we come to the second block of argument from 5-8, the frames are provided by the fully expression our Lord Jesus Christ and God, which are found in 5:1 and 8:38.

5:1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 

8:38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Vocabulary

Within chapter 5-8, the dominant vocabulary is that of sin and its synonyms (!), and that of Christ. Supporting vocabulary, taken from the first three verses, would be that of life and living and that of spirit. 

Rivets

The link between the end of ch.8 and the start of ch.9 is a stark contrast, using similar ideas, because Paul is now going to deal with a special and painful topic in strong emotional contrast to the preceding optimism.

8:39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

9:1  I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—  2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh.

(b) What steps are there in the argument?

SECTION 1			5:1-11 (Salvation in Christ)
SECTION 2			5:12-21 (comparison Adam / Christ)
SECTION 3			6:1-23 The baptised with and in Christ
SECTION 4			7:1-6 example and subthesis
SECTION 5			7:7-25 (negative: humanity under the Law)
SECTION 6			8:1-30 (positive: the baptised and the Spirit)
SECTION 7 			8:31-39 (Hymnic conclusion)

(c) What are the key texts, in each section, along the way?

(1) Rom. 5:8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God.

(2) Rom. 5:17 If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

(3) Rom. 6:10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

(4) Rom. 7:4 In the same way, my friends, you have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead in order that we may bear fruit for God.

(5) Rom. 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

(6) Rom. 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

(7) Rom. 8:33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
 
(d) How far have we got in the argument? 

As always the main thesis of a section gives a key to grasping the whole. 

Rom. 5:20 But law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,  21 so that, just as sin exercised dominion in death, so grace might also exercise dominion through justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.


Introduction	 		5:1-11 (Salvation in Christ)

Exposition 		5:12-21 (comparison Adam / Christ), 

Proof: 		6:1-8:30 (comparison two types of humanity)

(A) 			6:1-23 The baptised with and in Christ
			7:1-6 example and subthesis
(B) 		7:7-25 (negative: humanity under the Law)
(A*) 			8:1-30 (positive: the baptised and the Spirit)

Conclusion 			8:31-39
					

Pointers for Prayer

1. All of us have been baptised into the death of Jesus (a startling expression). Does this “Christ mysticism” of Paul speak to me today and how?
2. Weakness in prayer is acknowledged by Paul and at the same time we have the Holy Spirit within. What’s my own experience of prayer and the crying out of Abba Father?
3. Paul makes a list of things which could not separate him from Christ. Is there anything that could happen that would make you not believe in God and in Jesus? 

(5) GOD’S ELECTION: Romans 9-11

Welcome
· Christianity in Rome: Rom 1:1-17 
· The letter as a whole: Rom 1-16 
· Need of grace: Rom 1-4 
· Gift of grace: Rom 5-8 
· Jews and Gentiles: Rom 9-11 
· Grace in practice: Rom 12:1-15:6 
· Conclusion: Rom 15:7-33; 16 
· Romans for today’s church

Introduction to the discussion of the relationship between Jews and Christians.

· Today
· In the course of Christian history
· At the beginning: Paul, John, Matthew, Acts – Jesus?
· In Romans, specifically: failure among the Jews, success among the Gentiles
· The precisely theological nature of the question

(A) IS THIS A UNIT OF ARGUMENT?

Frame (1) (only occurrences of the word covenant in Romans)

Rom. 9:4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 

Rom. 11:27 	“And this is my covenant with them, 
		when I take away their sins.”
Frame (2) 

Rom. 9:5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

Rom. 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever. Amen.

Vocabulary (1) : seed and children; vocabulary (2).

Rom. 9:7 and not all of Abraham’s children are his true descendants; but “It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.”  8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as descendants. 

Rom. 9:29 And as Isaiah predicted,  
	“If the Lord of hosts had not left survivors to us, 
		we would have fared like Sodom 
		and been made like Gomorrah.” 

Rom. 11:1  I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.
Likewise, the following figures occur only here: Sarah, Jacob, Esau, Moses, Abraham, Hosea, Benjamin, Elijah, and Israelite.

(B) WHAT STEPS ARE THERE IN THE ARGUMENT?

Introduction 			9:1-5
Proof  				9:6-11:32
A Proof 			9:6-29
B Proof 			9:30-10:21
A* Proof			11:1-32
Conclusion 			11:33-36

(C) WHAT ARE THE KEY TEXTS, IN EACH SECTION, ALONG THE WAY?

9:6  It is not as though the word of God had failed.
10:4 For Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.
11:1  I ask, then, has God rejected his people?


(D) HOW FAR HAVE WE GOT IN THE ARGUMENT?

	Romans 1-8
	Romans 9-11
	Romans 12-15

	Inclusion of the Gentiles
(“Rejection of Israel”)
	Inclusion of Israel
	Exhortation: “Live inclusively”



Pointers for Prayer

1. My own accompaniment of those who struggle with tragedy can help me enter the text here, perhaps. 
2. How do I experience the mystery of God using what is negative to create what is positive?
3. The advice of not to be too sure of yourself is “hard advice” — perhaps quite hard for Catholics to hear institutionally?!


(6) PRACTICAL ADVICE: Romans 12-15:6

Welcome
· Christianity in Rome: Rom 1:1-17 
· The letter as a whole: Rom 1-16 
· Need of grace: Rom 1-4 
· Gift of grace: Rom 5-8 
· Jews and Gentiles: Rom 9-11 
· GRACE IN PRACTICE: ROM 12:1-15:6 
· Conclusion: Rom 15:7-33; 16 
· Romans for today’s church

(A) IS THERE A UNIT OF ARGUMENT?

There is a kind of frame, between the opening appeal and the final prayer, as follows:

12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 


(B) WHAT STEPS ARE THERE IN THE ARGUMENT?

i. 	Christian life as “reasonable worship” (12:1-2)

ii.	What does Christian living require? (12:3-13:14)

a)	Your own gifts
b)	Gift of love within the community (12:9-16)
c)	Love in action outside the community (12:17-21)
d)	How should we treat civil authorities? (13:1-7)
e)	Being indebted in love (13:8-10)
f)	“Knowing the time” (13:11-14)
 
iii.	Living “inclusively” and in tolerance of each other (14:1-15:13)

a)	Tolerance is the call of everyone (14:1-12)
b)	Especially the strong should be tolerant of the weak (14:13-23)
c)	The example of Jesus, who was himself so tolerant (15:1-6)


(C) WHAT ARE THE KEY TEXTS, IN EACH SECTION, ALONG THE WAY?

A few key texts capture the import of all this advice:

12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

13:10 Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

14:7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.

15:7  Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,  9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.

(D) HOW FAR HAVE WE GOT IN THE ARGUMENT?


	Romans 1-8
	Romans 9-11
	Romans 12-15

	Inclusion of the Gentiles
(“Rejection of Israel”)
	Inclusion of Israel
	Exhortation: 
“Live inclusively”



Pointers for Prayer

1. Conflict in community is really normal and everyday. However, resolving tensions is not easy—what has my experience been?
2. Do you find the principle given my Paul that the strong should give way to the weak a good and useful principle?
3. Attachment to human regulations not essential to the faith is not unknown (!) among us. Anything come to mind?


(7) CONCLUSION: Romans 15:7-33; 16

Welcome
· Christianity in Rome: Rom 1:1-17 
· The letter as a whole: Rom 1-16 
· Need of grace: Rom 1-4 
· Gift of grace: Rom 5-8 
· Jews and Gentiles: Rom 9-11 
· Grace in practice: Rom 12:1-15:6 
· CONCLUSION: ROM 15:7-33; 16 
· Romans for today’s church

Vocabulary: summary (15:7-12); amplification (15:13-29); pity (15:30-33)

Frames:

“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7)
“The God of peace be with all of you. Amen.” (Romans 15:33)

Rivets:

Rom. 15:5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus,  6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Rom. 15:7    Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

(I) The overall rhetoric

The Structure of Romans: Letter and Persuasion

Letter Introduction 
1:1-7

	verse
	
	topic

	1:8-15
	Introduction
	Reasons for coming to Rome

	1:16-17
	Thesis
	faith, justification, salvation, 
Jews and Gentiles

	1:18-4:35
	Proof 1
	Faith: (root pist-), righteousness / 
Jews and Gentiles / 
 faith and works.

	5-8
	Proof 2
	Salvation: Sin, life, living, making alive, 
Christ

	9-11
	Proof 3
	God’s election of Jews and Gentiles

	12:1-15:13
	Proof 4
	Life together in the community

	15:14-33
	Conclusion
	Reasons for coming Rome



Letter Conclusion
16:1-23
Greetings
16:25-27

The Conclusion of the Persuasion


Matching the opening and the closing of the letter

	Introduction
[1:8-15 – all vv.]
	Conclusion 
[15:14-33 – selected vv.]

	1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed throughout the world.
	15:14  I myself feel confident about you, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another.

	1:9 For God, whom I serve with my spirit by announcing the gospel of his Son, is my witness that without ceasing I remember you always in my prayers,  10 asking that by God’s will I may somehow at last succeed in coming to you.
	15:30 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf, 

	1:11 For I am longing to see you so that I may share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you—  12 or rather so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.
	15:32 so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. 

	Rom. 1:13 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as I have among the rest of the Gentiles.
	Rom. 15:22 This is the reason that I have so often been hindered from coming to you.

	Rom. 1:14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish 15 —hence my eagerness to proclaim the gospel to you also who are in Rome.
	18 For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to win obedience from the Gentiles, by word and deed,  19 by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and as far around as Illyricum I have fully proclaimed the good news of Christ.




Romans 1:1-7

1 	Paul, 
a servant of Jesus Christ, 

called to be an apostle, 
set apart for the gospel of God,  
				

2 		which he promised beforehand through his prophets 
in the holy scriptures,  
3 		concerning his Son, 
who was descended 	
from David 
according to the flesh 
	4 			and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness 
by (from) resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord,  
5 		through whom we have received grace and apostleship 
to bring about the obedience of faith
among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,  
6 		including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
					

7 	To all God’s beloved in Rome, 
who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

The closing of the Letter


Pointers for Prayer

1. Paul, already relatively old, is still full of plans and adventures, a great example of zeal to the end. What are my hopes and plans as a pastor?
2. Paul has no problem whatsoever with women in ministry. What is my experience? What are my hopes?
3. At the end, Paul is also anxious about his trip to Jerusalem—what are my anxieties today?
4. Finally, Paul close with a prayer, a doxology. If I were to write one today in my own words, how would I express it?



(8) ROMANS FOR TODAY’S CHURCH

Welcome
· Christianity in Rome: Rom 1:1-17 
· The letter as a whole: Rom 1-16 
· Need of grace: Rom 1-4 
· Gift of grace: Rom 5-8 
· Jews and Gentiles: Rom 9-11 
· Grace in practice: Rom 12:1-15:6 
· Conclusion: Rom 15:7-33; 16 
· ROMANS FOR TODAY’S CHURCH

FURTHER READING

Ascough Richard S., Cotton, Sandy. Passionate Visionary. Leadership Lessons from the Apostle Paul Toronton: Novalis, 2005
Campbell, William S. Paul and the Creation of Christian Identity. London/New York: T&T Clark, 2006.
Dunn, James D.G. The Cambridge Companion to St Paul. Cambridge: CUP, 2003.
Gaventa, Beverly Roberts. Our Mother Saint Paul. Louisville/London: Westminster John Knox Press, 2007.
Gorman, Michael. Reading Paul. Milton Keynes: Paternoster, 2008.
Harrington, Daniel J. Meeting St. Paul Today. Understanding the Man, His Mission, and His Message. Chicago: Loyola Press, 2008.
Hooker, Morna D. Paul. A Short Introduction, Oxford: Oneworld, 2003.
Horrell, D. An Introduction to the Study of Paul. (Continuum Biblical Studies Series) London: Continuum, 2000.
Matera, Frank. Strategies for Preaching St Paul. Collegeville: The Liturgical Press, 2001.
O’Mahony, Kieran J. Do We Still Need St Paul? Dublin: Veritas, 2009.
Roetzel, Calvin. Paul. A Jew on the Margins. Louiseville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003. 
Still, Todd D. (ed). Jesus and Paul Reconnected. Fresh Pathways into an Old Debate. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007.
Witherup, Ronald D. 101 Question & Answers on Paul, New York: Paulist, 2003.
Wright, N. T. Paul in Fresh Perspective, Minneapolis: Fortress, 2005.

www.orlagh.ie
www.tarsus.ie















soli deo gloria





