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A MIXED COMMUNITY

Matthew 13:24 He put before them
another parable: “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to someone who sowed
good seed in his field, 25 but while
everybody was asleep an enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and then
went away. 26 So when the plants came
up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him,
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds

Matthew 13:47 “Again, the kingdom of

heaven is like a net that was thrown into
the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat
down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the

Matthew 22:1 Once more Jesus spoke to
them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to a king who
gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He
sent his slaves to call those who had been
invited to the wedding banquet, but they
would not come. 4 Again he sent other
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been
invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner,
my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they
made light of it and went away, one to his

come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy
has done this.’ The slaves said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather
them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in
gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. 30 Let both of
them grow together until the harvest, and
at harvest time | will tell the reapers,
Collect the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.’”

end of the age. The angels will come out
and separate the evil from the righteous
50 and throw them into the furnace of
fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

farm, another to his business, 6 while the
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them,
and killed them.

7 The king was enraged. He sent his
troops, destroyed those murderers, and
burned their city.

8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding
is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main
streets, and invite everyone you find to
the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves



went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad, so
the wedding hall was filled with guests.
Matthew 22:11 “But when the king came
in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding
robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how

Matthew 28:16 Now the eleven disciples
went to Galilee, to the mountain to which
Jesus had directed them. 17 When they
saw him, they worshiped him, but they
doubted.

18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been

TRADITION AND INNOVATION

Matthew 15:15 But Peter said to him,
“Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he
said, “Are you also still without
understanding? 17 Do you not see that
whatever goes into the mouth enters the
stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18
But what comes out of the mouth
proceeds from the heart, and this is what
defiles.

Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that | have
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
| have come not to abolish but to fulfil.
18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not one letter, not one
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law
until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore,
whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do
the same will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does
them and teaches them will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For |
tell you, unless your righteousness
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did you get in here without a wedding
robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then
the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, and throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For
many are called, but few are chosen.”

given to me. 19 Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptising them in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching
them to obey everything that | have
commanded you. And remember, | am
with you always, to the end of the age.”

Mark 7:17 When he had left the crowd
and entered the house, his disciples asked
him about the parable. 18 He said to
them, “So, are you also without
understanding? Do you not see that
whatever goes into a person from outside
cannot defile, 19 since it enters not the
heart but the stomach and goes out into
the sewer?”

(Thus he declared all foods clean.)

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.

Matthew 13:51 “Have you understood all
this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he
said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has become a disciple in the kingdom
of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.” 53 When
Jesus had finished these parables, he left
that place.
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THE PATTERN OF MATTHEW’S GOSPEL

Prologue 1-2
Book 1 3:1-7:29 3-4 Narrative
5-7 Discourse
Book 2 8:1-11:1 8:1-9:34 Narrative
9:35-11:1  Discourse
Book 3 11:2-13:52  11:2-12:50  Narrative
13:1-52 Discourse
Book 4 13:53-18:35 13:53-17:27 Narrative
18:1-35 Discourse
Book 5 19:1-23:46  19-23 Narrative
24-25 Discourse
Climax 26-28 Death and

Birth narratives

Temptation, baptism, call stories
Sermon on the Mount

Authority in deeds

Mission Discourse

Controversy, woes, rebukes
Parables

Disciples, Peter, church

Church Life Discourse
Discipleship, controversies, woes
End Time Discourse

Death and Resurrection

Resurrection

BINDING AND LOOSING

Matthew 18:15 “If your brother or sister
sins against you, go and point out the
fault when the two of you are alone. If
you are listened to, you have regained
that one. 16 But if you are not listened
to, take one or two others along with you,
so that every word may be confirmed by
the evidence of two or three witnesses.
17 If that person refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church, and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the

Matthew 16:13 Now when Jesus came
into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist but others
Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But
who do you say that | am?” 16 Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God.”

17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are
you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and

Birth narratives

church, let such a one be to you as a
gentile and a tax collector.

18 Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly | tell
you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you
by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two
or three are gathered in my name, | am
there among them.”

blood has not revealed this to you but my
Father in heaven. 18 And | tell you, you
are Peter, and on this rock | will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it.

19 | will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.”



20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the
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Messiah.

e Church, Gk “ekklésia” (see 18.18). The LXX utilises “ekklésia” (“assembly”) for the
Heb “gahal” (“congregation”); see LXX Deut 4.10; 9.10; 18.16; 31.30; 2 Sam 7; 1 Chr
17; 1QM 4.10). Matthew is the only canonical Gospel to use this term.

» Keys, linked to knowledge and authority (Isa 22.22; Lk 11.52; Rev 3.7; 2 Bar. 10.18; 3
Bar. 11.2; 3 En. 18.18; Sifre Deut. 32.25; b. Shabb. 31a-b).

« Bound ... loose, indicating “forbid and permit” (in a legal sense), according to
rabbinic teachings (m. Pesah. 4.5; b. Ter. 5.4; cf. Mt 18.18).

MINISTRIES

Matthew 23:1 Then Jesus said to the
crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes
and the Pharisees sit on Moses’s seat; 3
therefore, do whatever they teach you
and follow it, but do not do as they do,
for they do not practice what they teach.
4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to
bear, and lay them on the shoulders of
others, but they themselves are unwilling
to lift a finger to move them. 5 They do
all their deeds to be seen by others, for
they make their phylacteries broad and
their fringes long. 6 They love to have the
place of honour at banquets and the best
seats in the synagogues 7 and to be
greeted with respect in the marketplaces
and to have people call them rabbi.

8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for
you have one teacher, and you are all
brothers and sisters. 9 And call no one
your father on earth, for you have one
Father, the one in heaven. 10 Nor are you
to be called instructors, for you have one
instructor, the Messiah.

11 The greatest among you will be your
servant. 12 All who exalt themselves will
be humbled, and all who humble
themselves will be exalted.

REVEALING VOCABULARY
Episkopos: x0.

Mission: Matthew 9:35-11:1; 28:16-20
House: x35.

57; 19:29; 23:38; 24:17, 43; 26:6.
o Temple: Matthew 12:4; 13:36; 21:13

Matthew 23:29 “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the
tombs of the prophets and decorate the
graves of the righteous, 30 and you say,
‘If we had lived in the days of our
ancestors, we would not have taken part
with them in shedding the blood of the
prophets.’ 31 Thus you testify against
yourselves that you are descendants of
those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill
up, then, the measure of your ancestors.

33 You snakes, you brood of vipers! How
can you escape the judgment of hell?

34 For this reason | send you prophets,
sages, and scribes, some of whom you will
kill and crucify, and some you will flog in
your synagogues and pursue from town to
town, 35 so that upon you may come all
the righteous blood shed on earth, from
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood
of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you
murdered between the sanctuary and the
altar.

36 Truly I tell you, all this will come upon
this generation.

Diakonos: x3; servant leadership or literally a servant.
Presbyteros: x12; always the Jewish elders.

Regular house: Matthew 2:11; 8:6, 14; 9:6-7, 10, 23, 28; 11:8; 12:25, 29, 44; 13:1,



50f5

o Discipleship: Matthew 5:15; 7:24-27; 10:6; 10:12-14; 15:24; 17:25.

SKETCHES

» Prophets, sages and scribes.

« Emerging church structures to deal with issues.
e House remains important, but so does mission.
« Principle of interpretation of the Torah: Peter.

e So, a development from Mark.

« Baptism (Matthew 28)

e The Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26)

» Torah and its interpretation (Matthew 5-7)

« Continuity / Discontinuity — within a break-away group

e Church order (Book 4 of the Gospel i.e. Matthew 13-17 and 18 )

o Peter: the received guide for interpreting the Torah in the new age
e Church and Ministries

» What about key terms such as church, deacon, priest and bishop?
« These represent a much later “gelling”, reflecting the third stage of evolution and
even beyond into the Apostolic Fathers.

Charism Memorialisation Institutionalisation
C. 30-60 c. 60-90 c. 90-120+
7 Pauline Letters Mark, Matthew 1+2 Timothy, Titus
Romans 1+2 Corinthians, Ephesians and Colossians John
Galatians, Philippians, 1 Luke and Acts
Thessalonians, Philemon
2 Thessalonians (?) 1+2 Peter
Hebrews Revelation
+ John (3)
+ Q Sayings source James (1), Jude (1) +The Apostolic Fathers

FOR THEN AND FOR NOW

» Faith: what do we believe about Jesus?

« Praxis: how should we conduct ourselves as followers of Jesus?
e Identity: who are we as disciples?

o Continuity: roots in Judaism

e Innovation: in the light of Christ

o Community: ministry, discipline, authority

» Message: what are proclaiming and how are we doing it?

CONVERSATION



