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1. EMERGING CHURCHES OF THE FIRST 90 YEARS: THE EXAMPLE OF MATTHEW

Kieran J. O’Mahony OSA
www.tarsus.ie. / www.tarsusscriptureschool.ie

(1) MAPPING THE FIRST 90 YEARS
Jesus’ ministry, proclamation + destiny (c. 4 BC - AD 30)

Stage 1 “Charism”  (c. AD 30-60)
Stage 2 “Memory”  (c. AD 60-90)
Stage 3 “Institution” (c. AD 90-120)

GETTING THE DATES RIGHT

e + Stephen: c. AD 34

» Conversion of Paul: c. AD 34-36

« + James the Apostle c. AD 44, under Herod Agrippa

e + James, the Lord’s brother: c. AD 62, under Ananus ben Ananus (high priest)
e Peter and Paul: c. AD 64-67, under Nero

e Mark: c. AD 70. During or just after destruction of Jerusalem.
» Matthew: c. AD 85-90. After the break with Judaism.

« John: c. AD 95, written and edited over a long period.

e Luke: c. aAp 110, time of nascent anti-judaism

GETTING THE STORY STRAIGHT (1)

» Historical Jesus: ministry to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel”
» He did not foresee the break with Judaism

« He did not foresee a separate Christian movement

» He did not foresee the time of “church”

Matthew 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take
a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Matthew 15:21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22
Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did
not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for
she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “l was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”
28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you
wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.

GETTING THE STORY STRAIGHT (2)

* Matthew’s community: technically a “sect”

o Originally, simply part of the variety of Judaism(s)

« After 70, things became defined and difficult

» The group broke away from the mother religion

» Features: anger/disappointment / claim to be authentic



Charism

C. 30-60
7 Pauline Letters
Romans 1+2 Corinthians,

Galatians, Philippians, 1
Thessalonians, Philemon

+ Q Sayings source
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Memorialisation
c. 60-90
Mark, Matthew

Ephesians and Colossians

2 Thessalonians (?)

Hebrews

James (1), Jude (1)

Institutionalisation
c. 90-120+
1+2 Timothy, Titus
John
Luke and Acts
1+2 Peter

Revelation
+ John (3)

+The Apostolic Fathers

MAPPING THE MATTHEW COMMUNITY

o The Jewish War (AD 66-70, ended by 73/74)
e Antioch in Syria

o The break with the mother religion

o The Gospel according to Matthew

* Revealing texts

SYRIA?

Matthew 4:23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness
among the people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him
all the sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, people possessed
by demons or having epilepsy or afflicted with paralysis, and he cured them. 25 And
great crowds followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from
beyond the Jordan.

ANTIOCH IN SYRIA

o Third largest city of the Roman Empire

» Population: c. 300,000

» Large Jewish community

« Central to mission, outside the Holy Land

o Peter and Paul; Mark and Matthew (and perhaps John)

THE BREAK WITH THE MOTHER RELIGION

» Christ-believing Jews no longer welcome

* A mixed community (God-fearers and Gentiles)

« Anger towards the mother religion

« Claim to be the fulfilment of the prophecies

o Claim to be what the mother religion failed to be

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
A second edition of Mark.

+ Q material.

+ M material.

C. AD 85 or 90.

Antioch on the Orontes (Syria).
Technically, a sect of Judaism.
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REVEALING TEXTS

Their synagogues

Matthew 4:23 Jesus went throughout all
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom
and curing every disease and every
sickness among the people.

Matthew 9:35 Then Jesus went about all
the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom and curing every
disease and every sickness.

Hypocrites

Matthew 6:1 “Beware of practicing your
righteousness before others in order to be
seen by them, for then you have no
reward from your Father in heaven.

Matthew 6:2 “So whenever you give
alms, do not sound a trumpet before you,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and in the streets, so that they may be
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. 3 But when
you give alms, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so
that your alms may be done in secret, and
your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

Tradition

Matthew 15:1 Then Pharisees and scribes
came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, 2
“Why do your disciples break the tradition
of the elders? For they do not wash their
hands before they eat.” 3 He answered
them, “And why do you break the
commandment of God for the sake of your
tradition? 4 For God said, ‘Honour your
father and your mother,’” and, ‘Whoever
speaks evil of father or mother must
surely die.’ 5 But you say that whoever
tells father or mother, ‘Whatever support

Curse

Matthew 10:17 Beware of them, for they
will hand you over to councils and flog
you in their synagogues,

Matthew 12:9 He left that place and
entered their synagogue;

Matthew 13:54 He came to his
hometown and began to teach the people
in their synagogue, so that they were
astounded and said, “Where did this man
get this wisdom and these deeds of
power?

Matthew 6:5 “And whenever you pray,
do not be like the hypocrites, for they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues
and at the street corners, so that they
may be seen by others. Truly | tell you,
they have received their reward. 6 But
whenever you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who
is in secret, and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

Matthew 6:7 “When you are praying, do
not heap up empty phrases as the gentiles
do, for they think that they will be heard
because of their many words. 8 Do not be
like them, for your Father knows what
you need before you ask him.

you might have had from me is given to
God,’ then that person need not honour
the father. 6 So, for the sake of your
tradition, you nullify the word of God.

7 You hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied rightly
about you when he said:

Matthew 15:8 ‘This people honours me
with their lips, but their hearts are far
from me; 9 in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’”

Matthew 27:24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “l am
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innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 Then the people as a whole
answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for
them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to be crucified.

The Law and the Prophets

Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that | have teaches others to do the same will be
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
| have come not to abolish but to fulfil. whoever does them and teaches them will
18 For truly | tell you, until heaven and be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
earth pass away, not one letter, not one 20 For | tell you, unless your

stroke of a letter, will pass from the law righteousness exceeds that of the scribes
until all is accomplished. and Pharisees, you will never enter the

kingdom of heaven.
19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the
least of these commandments and
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