Christ our Light
Towards Easter 2020

WELCOME

SEQUENCE
▸ Lent 2020
▸ Reading 1

▸ Themes across the
readings

▸ Reading 2

▸ Pointers for prayer

▸ Reading 3
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READING 1: GENESIS 12:1-4

ABRAHAM
Gen 11:27 Now these are the descendants of
Terah. Terah was the father of Abram, Nahor, and
Haran; and Haran was the father of Lot. 28 Haran
died before his father Terah in the land of his birth,
in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 Abram and Nahor took
wives; the name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and
the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah. She was the
daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah.
30 Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.
Gen 11:31 Terah took his son Abram and his
grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-inlaw Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they went out
together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the
land of Canaan; but when they came to Haran,
they settled there. 32 The days of Terah were two
hundred five years; and Terah died in Haran.

Gen 12:1 Now the Lord said to Abram,
“Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that I
will show you. 2 I will make of you a
great nation, and I will bless you, and
make your name great, so that you will be
a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless
you, and the one who curses you I will
curse; and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.”
Gen 12:4 So Abram went, as the Lord
had told him; and Lot went with him.
Abram was seventy-five years old when
he departed from Haran.

READING 1: GENESIS 12:1-4

IN GENERAL
▸ The book of Genesis divides into four great cycles:
▸ Gen 1-11: the primeval history
▸ Gen 12-25: the Abraham cycle
▸ Gen 25-36: the Jacob cycle
▸ Gen 37-50: the Joseph cycle (there is no Isaac cycle).

READING 1: GENESIS 12:1-4

IN GENERAL
▸ In Rabbinic tradition, the departure of Abraham is the first
of ten testings of Abraham (the tenth is the sacrifice of
Isaac).
▸ The Abraham cycle rich in blessings. Our story is the first
of seven promises / bestowals of blessing.
▸ Why Abraham at all? (see next slide)
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READING 1: GENESIS 12:1-4

IN PARTICULAR
▸ Genesis 12:1-9 is the beginning a journey.
▸ This is one of the most common plots in traditional heroic
literature.
▸ What is characteristic of this journey is the initial situation,
full of uncertainties.
▸ Abram’s goal remains largely in the dark and he will have
to discover it little by little.

READING 1: GENESIS 12:1-4

IN PARTICULAR
Verse 1 Notice: country, kindred and
house. In the tenth testing there is also a
threefold, impossibly poignant comment
(Gen 22:2).
The link to the sacrifice of Isaac is
confirmed in an unusual imperative: lek
leka, which returns in that later verse: He
said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac,
whom you love, and go (lek leka) to the
land of Moriah, (Gen 22:2).

Verses 2-3 The seven-fold blessing starts
here.In Hebrew, the verb could be passive
(as in the NSRV) or reflexive, “shall bless
themselves.” The passive is closer to
Jewish piety: may we be as blessed was
Abraham.
Verse 4 Abraham’s obedience (faith) is
profiled by omitting all personal,
psychological and practical consequences.
Seventy-five seems old to us but not in the
Bible: Abraham lives until the exceedingly
ripe old age of one hundred and seventyfive. There’s a bit to go yet! He has his first
child at one hundred.

READING 1: GENESIS 12:1-4
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READING 1: GENESIS 12:1-4

IN PARTICULAR
Verse 1 Notice: country, kindred and
house. In the tenth testing there is also a
threefold, impossibly poignant comment
(Gen 22:2).
The link to the sacrifice of Isaac is
confirmed in an unusual imperative: lek
leka, which returns in that later verse: He
said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac,
whom you love, and go (lek leka) to the
land of Moriah, (Gen 22:2).

Verses 2-3 The seven-fold blessing starts
here.In Hebrew, the verb could be passive
(as in the NSRV) or reflexive, “shall bless
themselves.” The passive is closer to
Jewish piety: may we be as blessed was
Abraham.
Verse 4 Abraham’s obedience (faith) is
profiled by omitting all personal,
psychological and practical consequences.
Seventy-five seems old to us but not in the
Bible: Abraham lives until the exceedingly
ripe old age of one hundred and seventyfive. There’s a bit to go yet! He has his first
child at one hundred.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

PSALM 33 (32)
May your love be upon us, O Lord,
as we place all our hope in you.

The Lord looks on those who revere him,
on those who hope in his love,
to rescue their souls from death,

The word of the Lord is faithful

to keep them alive in famine.

and all his works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right
and fills the earth with his love.

Our soul is waiting for the Lord.
The Lord is our help and our shield.
May your love be upon us, O Lord,
as we place all our hope in you.

READING 2: 2 TIMOTHY 1:8-10

THE ONE WHO CALLED US
2 Tim 1:3 I am thankful to God, whom I have
served with a clear conscience as my
ancestors did, when I remember you in my
prayers as I do constantly night and day. 4 As I
remember your tears, I long to see you, so that
I may be filled with joy. 5 I recall your sincere
faith that was alive first in your grandmother
Lois and in your mother Eunice, and I am sure
is in you.
2 Tim 1:6 Because of this I remind you to
rekindle God’s gift that you possess through
the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not
give us a Spirit of fear but of power and love
and self-control.

2 Tim 1:8 So do not be ashamed of the
testimony about our Lord or of me, a
prisoner for his sake, but by God’s power
accept your share of suffering for the
gospel.
9 He is the one who saved us and called us
with a holy calling, not based on our works
but on his own purpose and grace, granted
to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10
but now made visible through the
appearing (epiphaneia) of our Saviour
Christ Jesus.
He has broken the power of death and
brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel!

READING 2: 2 TIMOTHY 1:8-10

AUTHOR AND SETTING
▸ Like 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy is
most likely written in the name
of Paul to a later, probably third,
generation of believers.
▸ Paul is portrayed as an old man
in prison and the letter is in the
genre of last will and testament.
▸ Vv. 9-10 are in poetic, balanced,
antithetical form.

Verses

Sequence

1:1-2

Greeting

1:3-14

Thanksgiving

1:15-18

A personal
note

2:1-4:8

Body of the
letter

4:9-22

Personal note
and prayer

READING 2: 2 TIMOTHY 1:8-10

BRIEF COMMENTARY
▸ 2 Tim 1:8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our
Lord or of me, a prisoner for his sake, but by God’s power
accept your share of suffering for the gospel.
▸ 9 He is the one who saved us and called us with a holy calling,
not based on our works but on his own purpose and grace,
granted to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but now
made visible through the appearing (epiphaneia) of our Saviour
Christ Jesus.
▸ He has broken the power of death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel!

MATTHEW 17:1-9

MATTHEW 17:1-9

THE TRANSFIGURATION

MATTHEW 17:1-9

THE TRANSFIGURATION
Matt 17:1 Six days later, Jesus took with
him Peter and James and his brother John
and led them up a high mountain, by
themselves. 2 And he was transfigured
before them, and his face shone like the
sun, and his clothes became dazzling
white. 3 Suddenly there appeared to
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.
4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is
good for us to be here; if you wish, I will
make three dwellings here, one for you,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5
While he was still speaking, suddenly a
bright cloud overshadowed them, and

from the cloud a voice said, “This is my
Son, the Beloved; with him I am well
pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the
disciples heard this, they fell to the
ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But
Jesus came and touched them, saying,
“Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And
when they looked up, they saw no one
except Jesus himself alone.
Matt 17:9 As they were coming down
the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell
no one about the vision until after the Son
of Man has been raised from the dead.”

MATTHEW 17:1-9

TRANSFIGURATION
▸ An epiphany story.
▸ Compare Mark (anticipation of the resurrection) and Luke
(prayer).
▸ Matthew: an apocalyptic vision, evident in the language
used: transfigured, face shone like the sun, dazzling white,
touched.
▸ NB such experiences can never be properly inspected or
recounted. Cf. 2 Cor 12:1-7.

MATTHEW 17:1-9

BACKGROUND TEXTS
Then Moses (LXX: and
Joshua/Jesus!) went up on
the mountain, and the cloud
covered the mountain. The
glory of the Lord settled on
Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it for six days; on
the seventh day he called to
Moses out of the cloud. Now
the appearance of the glory

of the Lord was like a
devouring fire on the top of
the mountain in the sight of
the people of Israel. Moses
entered the cloud, and went
up on the mountain. Moses
was on the mountain for
forty days and forty nights.
(Exodus 24:15–18)

MATTHEW 17:1-9

BACKGROUND TEXTS
Moses came down from
Mount Sinai. As he came
down from the mountain
with the two tablets of the
covenant in his hand, Moses
did not know that the skin of
his face shone because he
had been talking with God.
When Aaron and all the
Israelites saw Moses, the

skin of his face was shining,
and they were afraid to
come near him.
(Exodus 34:29–30)

MATTHEW 17:1-9

BACKGROUND TEXTS
So he came near where I
stood; and when he came, I
became frightened and fell
prostrate. But he said to me,
“Understand, O mortal, that
the vision is for the time of
the end.” As he was
speaking to me, I fell into a
trance, face to the ground;

then he touched me and set
me on my feet.
(Daniel 8:17–18)

MATTHEW 17:1-9

BACKGROUND TEXTS
I, Daniel, alone saw the
vision; the people who were
with me did not see the
vision, though a great
trembling fell upon them, and
they fled and hid themselves.
So I was left alone to see this
great vision. My strength left
me, and my complexion grew
deathly pale, and I retained

no strength. Then I heard the
sound of his words; and
when I heard the sound of
his words, I fell into a trance,
face to the ground. But then
a hand touched me and
roused me to my hands and
knees.
(Daniel 10:7–10)

MATTHEW 17:1-9

TRANSFIGURATION
a. Narrative introduction (v. 1)
b. Jesus is transfigured (vv. 2-3)
c. Peter’s response (v .4)
d. The divine voice (v. 5)
c*. The disciples’ response (v. 6)
b*. Jesus speaks (v. 7)
a*. Narrative conclusion (v. 8)

x. Postlude (v. 9)
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MATTHEW 17:1-9

THE TRANSFIGURATION
Matt 17:1 Six days later, Jesus took with
him Peter and James and his brother
John and led them up a high mountain,
by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured
before them, and his face shone like the
sun, and his clothes became dazzling
white. 3 Suddenly there appeared to
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.
4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is
good for us to be here; if you wish, I will
make three dwellings here, one for you,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While
he was still speaking, suddenly a bright
cloud overshadowed them, and from the
cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the

Beloved; with him I am well pleased;
listen to him!” 6 When the disciples
heard this, they fell to the ground and
were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came
and touched them, saying, “Get up and
do not be afraid.” 8 And when they
looked up, they saw no one except Jesus
himself alone.
Matt 17:9 As they were coming down the
mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no
one about the vision until after the Son
of Man has been raised from the dead.”

MATTHEW 17:1-9

PLACE OF THIS STORY IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL
▸ Baptism: Matthew 3:16-17
▸ Johannine “meteorite”: Matthew 11:25-27
▸ Caesarea Philippi: Matthew 16:13-20
▸ Before the High Priest: Matthew 26:63
▸ Resurrection: Matthew 28:1-10

MATTHEW 17:1-9

PLACE OF THIS STORY IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of
Baptism:
Matthew
3:16-17
▸heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these
from the
wise and Matthew
the intelligent
and have
Johannine
“meteorite”:
11:25-27
▸things
revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was
Caesarea
Philippi:
Matthew
16:13-20
▸your
gracious
will. All
things have
been handed over
to
me
by
my
Father;
and
no
one
knows
the
Son
▸ Before the High Priest: Matthew 26:63
except the Father, and no one knows the Father
Resurrection:
28:1-10
▸except
the Son Matthew
and anyone
to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.
(Matt 11:25–27 NRSV)

MATTHEW 17:1-9

PLACE OF THIS STORY IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL
▸ Baptism: Matthew 3:16-17
▸ Johannine “meteorite”: Matthew 11:25-27
▸ Caesarea Philippi: Matthew 16:13-20
▸ Before the High Priest: Matthew 26:63
▸ Resurrection: Matthew 28:1-10

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

THEMES ACROSS THE READINGS
▸ In Jewish and Christian tradition, Abraham is “our father in
faith.”
▸ The central teaching of Matthew’s version of the Transfiguration
is the voice: ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favour.
Listen to him.‘
▸ 2 Timothy invites us, like Abraham, to rely on the power of God
who has saved us and has called us to be holy.
▸ Lent, too, is a pilgrimage of faith, the Christian life in miniature,
as we move from conversion (Lent 1) to faith (Lent 2) .

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

POINTERS FOR PRAYER
1. What have been the
experiences, the moments of
insight, that have clarified your
sense of who you are, and what is
your relationship with God?

3. Have you had the experience of
learning the truth about life and
about your relationship with God
from moments of confusion as
well as from times of special joy?

2. Have you had that experience
in human friendship, or in your
relationship with Jesus and God.
Recall when that happened, and
what it was like for you.

4. We cannot live each day at the
level of special spiritual
experiences, but the memory of
them can strengthen us in difficult
times. What memories encourage
you in time of trouble??

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

PRAYER
Holy God, from the dazzling cloud you revealed Jesus in
glory as your beloved Son.
During these forty days, enlighten your Church with the
bright glory of your presence.
Inspire us by your word, and so transform us into the image
of the risen Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, holy and mighty God for ever and ever.
Amen.

