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Welcome

✤ The Gospel according to John

✤ The Readings of Lent 2019

✤ Detailed commentary

✤ Prayer





The Gospel according to John

✤ There are some 5,000 different 
manuscripts of the New 
Testament.

✤ The papyri are ancient but often 
fragmentary. 

✤ Earliest complete manuscript of 
the whole NT comes form about 
the year AD 350.

✤ Papyrus 66 is the oldest extant text 
of John’s Gospel; it is fragmentary

✤ Codex Sinaiticus is the oldest 
complete text of John’s Gospel. It 
comes from about AD 350.

✤ It was housed for most of its 
existence in St Catherine’s 
Monastery, Mount Sinai, Egypt.

✤ Sinaiticus is mostly in the British 
Library, with pages in Leipzig, St 
Petersburg and St Catherine’s 
Monastery (Mt Sinai).







The Gospel according to John

✤ This story is missing from early 
and important manuscripts of the 
Fourth Gospel, for example 
Papyrus 66 and the Codex 
Sinaiticus. 

✤ No Greek church father, prior to 
the twelfth century, comments on 
it. 

✤ If you skip from 7:52 to 8:12, the 
text is seamless. The vocabulary 
(Mount of Olives, daybreak, 
teacher) is Lucan rather than 
Johannine. 

✤ It seems to be a floating tradition, 
found elsewhere in the textual 
tradition: Jn 7:36; 7:44; 21:25 and 
more fittingly in Lk 21:38. 

✤ It is not, therefore, part of John’s 
Gospel or theology. 



The Gospel according to John

✤ Nevertheless, it could very easily 
be historical. 

✤ The story could have been 
inserted into the gospel perhaps 
after the church relaxed its earlier 
severity for those committing 
adultery. 

✤ Augustine says people (“enemies 
of the true faith”) excised the 
text, lest promiscuity be treated 
leniently. 

✤ Although not part of the ancient 
text, the story is accepted by all 
churches as canonical.
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Lent 5C: John 8:1-11

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak 
he appeared in the Temple again; and as all the 
people came to him, he sat down and began to 
teach them.

  The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman 
along who had been caught committing 
adultery; and making her stand there in full 
view of everybody, they said to Jesus, ‘Master, 
this woman was caught in the very act of 
committing adultery, and Moses has ordered us 
in the Law to condemn women like this to 
death by stoning. What have you to say?’ 

They asked him this as a test, looking for 
something to use against him. But Jesus bent 
down and started writing on the ground with 
his finger. As they persisted with their question, 
he looked up and said, ‘If there is one of you 
who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw 
a stone at her.’ 

Then he bent down and wrote on the ground 
again. When they heard this they went away 
one by one, beginning with the eldest, until 
Jesus was left alone with the woman, who 
remained standing there. He looked up and 
said, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir’ she replied. 
‘Neither do I condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go 
away, and do not sin any more.’



Lent 5C: Isaiah 43:16-21 

Thus says the Lord,

who made a way through the sea,

a path in the great waters;

who put chariots and horse in the field

and a powerful army

which lay there never to rise again,

snuffed out, put out like a wick:

No need to recall the past,

no need to think about what was done before.

See, I am doing a new deed,

even now it comes to light; can you not see it?

Yes, I am making a road in the wilderness,

paths in the wilds.

The wild beasts will honour me,

jackals and ostriches,

because I am putting water in the wilderness

(rivers in the wild)

to give my chosen people drink.

The people I have formed for myself

will sing my praises.



Lent 5C: Psalm 126 (125) 

What marvels the Lord worked for us! 

Indeed we were glad.

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,

  it seemed like a dream.

Then was our mouth filled with laughter,

  on our lips there were songs.

The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels

  the Lord worked for them!’

What marvels the Lord worked for us!

  Indeed we were glad.

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage

  as streams in dry land.

Those who are sowing in tears

  will sing when they reap.

They go out, they go out, full of tears,

  carrying seed for the sowing:

they come back, they come back, full of song,

  carrying their sheaves.

What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we were 
glad.



Lent 5C: Philippians 3:8-14 

I believe nothing can happen that will 
outweigh the supreme advantage of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For him I 
have accepted the loss of everything, and 
I look on everything as so much rubbish 
if only I can have Christ and be given a 
place in him. I am no longer trying for 
perfection by my own efforts, the 
perfection that comes from the Law, but I 
want only the perfection that comes 
through faith in Christ, and is from God 
and based on faith. All I want is to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection 
and to share his sufferings by 
reproducing the pattern of his death. That 

is the way I can hope to take my place in 
the resurrection of the dead. Not that I 
have become perfect yet: I have not yet 
won, but I am still running, trying to 
capture the prize for which Christ Jesus 
captured me. I can assure you my 
brothers, I am far from thinking that I 
have already won. All I can say is that I 
forget the past and I strain ahead for 
what is still to come; I am racing for the 
finish, for the prize to which God calls us 
upwards to receive in Christ Jesus.



At first glance…

✤ Once more, it looks as if these three readings are very 
disparate

✤ It is hard to see any links (apart from the Second 
Reading and the Gospel on letting go of the past)

✤ Can we go a little deeper? 



Lent 5C: Isaiah 43:16-21 

✤ First Isaiah (1-39); Second Isaiah (40-55); Third Isaiah 
56-66). 

✤ The reading is taken from Second Isaiah (Is 40-55, 
written during the Exile in Babylon (587-539 BC).

✤ Perhaps the most wonderful poetry in the prophets 
— deep, engaging, rich in images and evocation. 



Lent 5C: Isaiah 43:16-21 

✤ Is 43:1-29: The Exodus according to Isaiah

✦ 43:1-7 — God’s word of salvation 

✦ 43:8-15 — A “trial” speech

✦ 43:16-21 — A speech about salvation again (Exodus)

✦ 43:22-28 — A reproach to Israel

✤ We glance at each.



Lent 5C: Isaiah 43:16-21 

Isa 43:1     But now thus says the Lord,

he who created you, O Jacob, (Gen 1)

he who formed you, O Israel: (Gen 2)

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by name, you are mine. 

2 When you pass through the waters, 

I will be with you; (Ex 14)

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you. (Judgment)

3 For I am the Lord your God, (Ex 20)

the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.

I give Egypt as your ransom,

Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

4 Because you are precious in my sight,

and honoured, and I love you,

I give people in return for you,

nations in exchange for your life. 

5 Do not fear, for I am with you;

I will bring your offspring from the east,

and from the west I will gather you; 

6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,”

and to the south, “Do not withhold;

bring my sons from far away

and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

7 everyone who is called by my name,

whom I created for my glory, (Gen 1)

whom I formed and made.” (Gen 2)



Lent 5C: Isaiah 43:16-21 

Isa 43:8     Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes,

who are deaf, yet have ears! 

9 Let all the nations gather together,

and let the peoples assemble.

Who among them declared this,

and foretold to us the former things?

Let them bring their witnesses to justify them,

and let them hear and say, “It is true.” 

10 You are my witnesses, says the Lord,

and my servant whom I have chosen,

so that you may know and believe me

and understand that I am he.

Before me no god was formed,

nor shall there be any after me. 

11 I, I am the Lord, (Ex 3 and 20)

and besides me there is no saviour. 

12 I declared and saved and proclaimed,

when there was no strange god among you;

and you are my witnesses, says the Lord. 

13 I am God, and also henceforth I am He; (Ex 3)

there is no one who can deliver from my hand;

I work and who can hinder it?

Isa 43:14     Thus says the LORD,

your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:

For your sake I will send to Babylon

and break down all the bars,

and the shouting of the Chaldeans will be turned to lamentation. 

15 I am the LORD, your Holy One,

the Creator of Israel, your King. 



Lent 5C: Isaiah 43:16-21 
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For your sake I will send to Babylon

and break down all the bars,
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15 I am the LORD, your Holy One,
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Isa 6:9 And he said, “Go and say to this people:
‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend;
keep looking, but do not understand.’ 

10 Make the mind of this people dull,
and stop their ears,
and shut their eyes,

so that they may not look with their eyes,
and listen with their ears,

and comprehend with their minds,
and turn and be healed.” 
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Lent 5C: Isaiah 43:16-21 

Is 43:16 Thus says the Lord,

who makes a way in the sea, (Ex 13-14)

a path in the mighty waters, 

17 who brings out chariot and horse,

army and warrior;

they lie down, they cannot rise,

they are extinguished, 

quenched like a wick: 

18 Do not remember the former things,

or consider the things of old. 

19 I am about to do a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness (Is 40)

and rivers in the desert. 

20 The wild animals will honour me,

the jackals and the ostriches; (Is 13; 34; 35)

for I give water in the wilderness,

rivers in the desert, (>< Meriba)

to give drink to my chosen people, 

21 the people whom I formed for myself

so that they might declare my praise. (>< Complaint)



Lent 5C: Isaiah 43:16-21 
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Isa 11:15 And the Lord will utterly destroy
the tongue of the sea of Egypt;

and will wave his hand over the River
with his scorching wind;

and will split it into seven channels,
and make a way to cross on foot; 

16 so there shall be a highway from Assyria
for the remnant that is left of his people,

as there was for Israel
when they came up from the land of Egypt. 



Lent 5C: Isaiah 43:16-21 

Is 43:16 Thus says the Lord,

who makes a way in the sea, (Ex 13-14)

a path in the mighty waters, 

17 who brings out chariot and horse,

army and warrior;

they lie down, they cannot rise,

they are extinguished, 

quenched like a wick: 

18 Do not remember the former things,

or consider the things of old. 

19 I am about to do a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness (Is 40)

and rivers in the desert. 

20 The wild animals will honour me,

the jackals and the ostriches; (Is 13; 34; 35)

for I give water in the wilderness,

rivers in the desert, (>< Meriba)

to give drink to my chosen people, 

21 the people whom I formed for myself

so that they might declare my praise. (>< Complaint)



Lent 5C: Psalm 126 (125) 

What marvels the Lord worked for us! 

Indeed we were glad.

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,

  it seemed like a dream.

Then was our mouth filled with laughter,

  on our lips there were songs.

The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels

  the Lord worked for them!’

What marvels the Lord worked for us!

  Indeed we were glad.

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage

  as streams in dry land.

Those who are sowing in tears

  will sing when they reap.

They go out, they go out, full of tears,

  carrying seed for the sowing:

they come back, they come back, full of song,

  carrying their sheaves.

What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we were 
glad.



✤ Psalm of Ascent: Psalms 120-134

✤ Perhaps: originally a pilgrim sequence to be memorised. 

✤ Concerns of daily life: place of residence (120:5–6), routine activities 
(121:8; 127:2; 128:2), the importance of spouse and children (128:3–4), 
as well as larger family and friends (122:8; 133:1). 

✤ National concerns: Psalms 123–126; 130–132; 134

✤ Psalm 120 makes a very good introductory prayer for pilgrimage

✤ Psalm 134 makes a very good final blessing for return

Lent 5C: Psalm 126 (125) 



✤ Psalm 126 continues the theme of learning from the past in 
Psalms 120-125

✤ NB tension between vv. 1-3 (past or present?) and vvv. 4-5. 

✤ This tension makes sense in the time after the return from 
Babylon

✤ The vision of Isaiah 40–55 did not materialise, and soon the 
disillusioned people found themselves again in need of 
restoration 

Lent 5C: Psalm 126 (125) 



Lent 5C: Philippians 3:8-14

✤ A letter of friendship to his favourite community.

✤ Paul is probably old at this stage and under house arrest.

✤ We hear him—perhaps for the final time—reflect on his 
encounter with the Risen Lord and the difference it all 
made to him. 

✤ Our excerpt has a context in the community and in the 
other letters.



Lent 5C: Philippians 3:8-14

Phil 3:2   Beware of the dogs, 
beware of the evil workers, beware 
of those who mutilate the flesh! 3 
For we are the circumcision, the 
ones who worship by the Spirit of 
God, exult in Christ Jesus, and do 
not rely on human credentials 4 –
though mine too are significant. 

If someone thinks he has good 
reasons to put confidence in human 
credentials, I have more: 5 I was 
circumcised on the eighth day, from 
the people of Israel and the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews. I 
lived according to the law as a 
Pharisee. 6 In my zeal for God I 
persecuted the church. According to 
the righteousness stipulated in the 
law I was blameless. 7 But these 
assets I have come to regard as 
liabilities because of Christ.



Lent 5C: Philippians 3:8-14

✤ It looks as if Paul is dealing again with “Judaizers”, 
insisting on the full practice of the ritual Law, whether 
they be of Jewish or Gentile background. 

✤ It causes him to parade once more his pedigree as an 
Israelite only to set it aside firmly—gruffly?—on 
account of Christ.



Lent 5C: Philippians 3:8-14

✤ This is really a kind of comparison or synkrisis again, 
contrasting Paul the Pharisee (vv. 2-6) with Paul the 
apostle (vv. 8-11). 

✤ Notice the vocabulary of confidence, credentials, 
assets, liability and loss.   

✤ He appends a correction in vv. 12-14, lest people think 
he has overstated himself.  



Lent 5C: Philippians 3:8-14

Phil 3:8 More than that, I now 
regard all things as liabilities 
compared to the far greater value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss 
of all things—indeed, I regard 
them as dung!–that I may gain 
Christ, 9 and be found in him, not 
because I have my own 
righteousness derived from the 
law, but because I have the 
righteousness that comes by way 

of Christ’s faithfulness–a 
righteousness from God that is in 
fact based on Christ’s 
faithfulness. 10 My aim is to 
know him, to experience the 
power of his resurrection, to 
share in his sufferings, and to be 
like him in his death, 11 and so, 
somehow, to attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. 

(NET translation)



Lent 5C: Philippians 3:8-14

Phil 3:12   Not that I have 
already attained this—that is, I 
have not already been perfected
—but I strive to lay hold of that 
for which Christ Jesus also laid 
hold of me. 

13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself to have attained 
this. Instead I am single-minded: 
Forgetting the things that are 
behind and reaching out for the 
things that are ahead, 14 with 
this goal in mind, I strive 
toward the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.  

(NET translation)



Lent 5C: Philippians 3:8-14

We are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners,yet we know that no one is justified 
by the works of the law but by the 
faithfulness of Jesus Christ. And we have 
come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we 
may be justified by the faithfulness of Christ 
and not by the works of the law, because by 
the works of the law no one will be justified. 

But if while seeking to be justified in Christ 
we ourselves have also been found to be 
sinners, is Christ then one who encourages 
sin? Absolutely not! But if I build up again 
those things I once destroyed, I demonstrate 
that I am one who breaks God’s law.

For through the law I died to the law so that 
I may live to God. I have been crucified with 
Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me. So the life I now live in 
the body, I live because of the faithfulness of 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 

I do not set aside God’s grace, because if 
righteousness could come through the law, 
then Christ died for nothing! 

(Galatians 2:15–21 NET)



Lent 5C: John 8:1-11 

✤ OT Background

✤ (i) If a man commits adultery with the wife of his 
neighbour, both the adulterer and the adulteress shall 
be put to death.  (Lev 20:10) 

✤ If a man is caught lying with the wife of another man, 
both of them shall die, the man who lay with the 
woman as well as the woman. So you shall purge the 
evil from Israel.  (Deut 22:22)



Lent 5C: John 8:1-11 

If there is a young woman, a virgin 
already engaged to be married, and 
a man meets her in the town and lies 
with her, you shall bring both of 
them to the gate of that town and 
stone them to death, the young 
woman because she did not cry for 
help in the town and the man 
because he violated his neighbour’s 
wife. So you shall purge the evil 
from your midst. But if the man 
meets the engaged woman in the 
open country, and the man seizes her 

and lies with her, then only the man 
who lay with her shall die. You shall 
do nothing to the young woman; the 
young woman has not committed an 
offence punishable by death, because 
this case is like that of someone who 
attacks and murders a neighbour. 
Since he found her in the open 
country, the engaged woman may 
have cried for help, but there was no 
one to rescue her. 

(Deut 22:23–27)



Lent 5C: John 8:1-11 

John 7:53   [Then each of them went home,  1 
while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  2 
Early in the morning he came again to the 
temple. All the people came to him and he sat 
down and began to teach them.  

3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 
woman who had been caught in adultery; and 
making her stand before all of them,  4 they 
said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught 
in the very act of committing adultery.  5 Now 
in the law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. Now what do you say?”  6 They said 
this to test him, so that they might have some 
charge to bring against him. 

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on 
the ground.  7 When they kept on questioning 
him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let 
anyone among you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.”  8 And once 
again he bent down and wrote on the ground.  

9 When they heard it, they went away, one by 
one, beginning with the elders; 

and Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him.  10 Jesus straightened up 
and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?”  11 She said, “No 
one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you. Go your way, and from now 
on do not sin again.”]



Lent 5C: John 8:1-11 

John 7:53   [Then each of them went home,  1 
while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  2 
Early in the morning he came again to the 
temple. All the people came to him and he sat 
down and began to teach them.  

3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 
woman who had been caught in adultery; and 
making her stand before all of them,  4 they 
said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught 
in the very act of committing adultery.  5 Now 
in the law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. Now what do you say?”  6 They said 
this to test him, so that they might have some 
charge to bring against him. 

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on 
the ground.  7 When they kept on questioning 
him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let 
anyone among you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.”  8 And once 
again he bent down and wrote on the ground.  

9 When they heard it, they went away, one by 
one, beginning with the elders; 

and Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him.  10 Jesus straightened up 
and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?”  11 She said, “No 
one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you. Go your way, and from now 
on do not sin again.”]

The hands of the witnesses shall be 
the first raised against the person to 
execute the death penalty, and 
afterward the hands of all the people. 
So you shall purge the evil from your 
midst. 

(Deut 17:7)



Lent 5C: John 8:1-11 

John 7:53   [Then each of them went home,  1 
while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  2 
Early in the morning he came again to the 
temple. All the people came to him and he sat 
down and began to teach them.  

3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 
woman who had been caught in adultery; and 
making her stand before all of them,  4 they 
said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught 
in the very act of committing adultery.  5 Now 
in the law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. Now what do you say?”  6 They said 
this to test him, so that they might have some 
charge to bring against him. 

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on 
the ground.  7 When they kept on questioning 
him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let 
anyone among you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.”  8 And once 
again he bent down and wrote on the ground.  

9 When they heard it, they went away, one by 
one, beginning with the elders; 

and Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him.  10 Jesus straightened up 
and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?”  11 She said, “No 
one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you. Go your way, and from now 
on do not sin again.”]



Lent 5C: John 8:1-11 

John 7:53   [Then each of them went home,  1 
while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  2 
Early in the morning he came again to the 
temple. All the people came to him and he sat 
down and began to teach them.  

3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 
woman who had been caught in adultery; and 
making her stand before all of them,  4 they 
said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught 
in the very act of committing adultery.  5 Now 
in the law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. Now what do you say?”  6 They said 
this to test him, so that they might have some 
charge to bring against him. 

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on 
the ground.  7 When they kept on questioning 
him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let 
anyone among you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.”  8 And once 
again he bent down and wrote on the ground.  

9 When they heard it, they went away, one by 
one, beginning with the elders; 

and Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him.  10 Jesus straightened up 
and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?”  11 She said, “No 
one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you. Go your way, and from now 
on do not sin again.”]

Say to them, As I live, says the Lord 
God, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from their ways and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways; 
for why will you die, O house of 
Israel?  

(Ezek 33:11)



Lent 5C: John 8:1-11 

John 7:53   [Then each of them went home,  1 
while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  2 
Early in the morning he came again to the 
temple. All the people came to him and he sat 
down and began to teach them.  

3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 
woman who had been caught in adultery; and 
making her stand before all of them,  4 they 
said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught 
in the very act of committing adultery.  5 Now 
in the law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. Now what do you say?”  6 They said 
this to test him, so that they might have some 
charge to bring against him. 

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on 
the ground.  7 When they kept on questioning 
him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let 
anyone among you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.”  8 And once 
again he bent down and wrote on the ground.  

9 When they heard it, they went away, one by 
one, beginning with the elders; 

and Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him.  10 Jesus straightened up 
and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?”  11 She said, “No 
one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you. Go your way, and from now 
on do not sin again.”]



Thus…

Readings Stories Topic

Lent 5 Is 43:16-21 Return from Exile The “old” past; 
the new future

Exile Ps 126 (125) God’s delivery Time of sowing; 
time of harvest

Phil 3:8-14 Running the race Past, present   
and future

Jn 8:1-11 The woman 
caught in adultery

Forgiveness:  
past and future



Thus: 

✤ The rush to judgment—so 
evident in our public 
discourse—is matched only 
by the resistance to 
forgiveness. Endlessly, we 
investigate, accuse, judge. 

✤ As we all know, what is 
needed eventually is 
forgiveness—but where do 
we find it? 

✤ In the Christian vision we 
do not have to carry the 
burden of our guilt forever 
precisely because “because 
God in his forbearance had 
passed over the sins previously 
committed.” (Rom 3:25 NET) 

✤ In the current idiom, “we 
do forgiveness” and so we 
should! 



Thus: 

✤ Time and the burden of the past

✤ Forgiveness and letting go

✤ Freedom to start again

✤ The reality of the new



Engagement with the Readings

✤ Working in groups

✦ Isaiah 43:16-21 and 
Psalm 126 (125)

✦ Philippians 3:8-14

✦ John 8:1-11

✤ Focus on one reading: 

✦ Does it speak to me?

✦ Potential for prayer

✦ Potential for 
preaching / reflection

✤ Brief report at the end



Prayer

God of power, God of mercy, 
you bring forth springs in the wasteland 

and turn despair into hope. 
Look not upon the sins of our past, 
but lift from our hearts the failures 

that weigh us down, 
that we may find refreshment and life in Christ. 

We ask this through Christ, our deliverance and hope, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, holy 

and mighty God forever and ever. Amen.


