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HOLY WEEK AND THE TRIDUUM

WELCOME

▸ Holy Week in the Lectionary 

▸ The Suffering Servant Songs 

▸ The readings of the Easter Vigil 

▸ John in Holy Week and Easter 

▸ Conversation
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HOLY WEEK

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Old Testament Isaiah 
50:4-7

Isaiah 
42:1-7

Isaiah 
49:1-6

Isaiah 
50:4-9

Psalm Psalm 22 Psalm 27 Psalm 71 Psalm 69

New Testament Philippian 
2:6-11

Gospel Mark 
14:1-15:47

John 
12:1-11

John 
13:21-33, 

36-38

Matthew 
26:14-25
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TRIDUUM

Holy  
Thursday

Good  
Friday

Holy  
Saturday

Easter 
Sunday

Old Testament Exodus 
12:1-8, 11-14

Isaiah 
52:13-53:12 7 readings Acts 

10:34, 37-43

Psalm Psalm 116 Psalm 31 7 Psalms Psalm 118

New Testament 1 Corinthians 
11:23-26

Hebrews 
4:14-16, 5:7-9

Romans 
6:3-11

Colossians 
3:1-4

Gospel John 
13:1-15

John 
18:1-19:42

Mark 
16:1-8

John 
20:1-9
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SUFFERING SERVANT SONGS

Palm 
Sunday

Monday 
Holy Week

Tuesday 
Holy Week

Wednesday 
Wednesday

Good 
Friday

Isaiah 
50:4-7

Isaiah 
42:1-7

Isaiah 
49:1-6

Isaiah 
50:4-9

Isaiah 
52:13-53:12

Philippians 
2:6-11 — — —

Hebrews 
4:14-16, 

5:7-9

Mark 
(Passion)

John  
12:1-11

John 
13:21-33, 

36-38

Matthew 
26:14-25

John 
(Passion)
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SUFFERING SERVANT SONGS

▸ In Second Isaiah (40-55), God’s help to Israel is expressed in three ways: 
creation/redemption, the vindication of the Servant and the return to 
Zion.  

▸ There are four Suffering Servant Songs: 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-11 and 
52:13-53:12.  

▸ The “servant” is both the individual prophet and all of Israel. 

▸ In context, the suffering of the servant was exemplary, for the benefit of 
the community (and not substitutionary)  

▸ These mysterious poems proved to be an especially rich resource for 
early Christian reflection on the cross.
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HEBREW BIBLE

First Song: Isaiah 42:1-4 

Isa 42:1     “Here is my servant whom I support, 
 my chosen one in whom I take pleasure. 
 I have placed my spirit on him; 
 he will make just decrees for the nations.
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HEBREW BIBLE

Second Song: Isaiah 49:1-6 

Isa 49:3  He said to me, “You are my servant, 
 Israel, through whom I will reveal my splendour.” 

Isa 49:5  So now the LORD says, 
 the one who formed me from birth to be his servant– 
 he did this to restore Jacob to himself, 
 so that Israel might be gathered to him; 
 and I will be honoured in the LORD’s sight, 
 for my God is my source of strength–  
6  he says, “Is it too insignificant a task for you to be my servant, 
 to reestablish the tribes of Jacob, 
 and restore the remnant of Israel? 
 I will make you a light to the nations, 
 so you can bring my deliverance to the remote regions of the earth.” 
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HEBREW BIBLE

Third Song: Isaiah 50:4-11 

Isa 50:10  Who among you fears the LORD? 
 Who obeys his servant? 
 Whoever walks in deep darkness, 
 without light, 
 should trust in the name of the LORD 
 and rely on his God. 
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HEBREW BIBLE

Fourth Song: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Isa 52:13  “Look, my servant will succeed! 
 He will be elevated, lifted high, and greatly exalted–  

Isa 53:11  Having suffered, he will reflect on his work, 
 he will be satisfied when he understands what he has done. 
 “My servant will acquit many, 
 for he carried their sins.
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HEBREW BIBLE

John 3:14 Just as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, etc.  

Isa 52:13  “Look, my servant 
will succeed! 
He will be elevated, lifted high, 
and greatly exalted–  

John 12:38 …so that the word 
of Isaiah the prophet would be 
fulfilled. He said, “Lord, who has 
believed our message, and to 
whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed?” 

Isa 53:1    Who would have 
believed what we just heard?
When was the LORD’s power 
revealed through him? 
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HEBREW BIBLE

John 11:51 (Now he did not say 
this on his own, but because he 
was high priest that year, he 
prophesied that Jesus was going 
to die for the Jewish nation, 52 
and not for the Jewish nation 
only, but to gather together 
into one the children of God 
who are scattered.) 

Isa 49:5  So now the Lord says, 
the one who formed me from 
birth to be his servant– 
he did this to restore Jacob to 
himself, so that Israel might be 
gathered to him; and I will be 
honoured in the Lord’s sight, for 
my God is my source of 
strength–  
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GENESIS 1:1-2:2

▸ Written probably during or after the 
Babylonian Exile (587-539) 

▸ Goodness, beauty and order in creation 

▸ In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.  (John 1:1–5) 

▸ For it is the God who said, “Let light 
shine out of darkness,” who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.  (2Corinthians 4:6)
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GENESIS 22:1-18

▸ Ancient legend to oppose child 
sacrifice, originally 

▸ In the Jewish Bible, it reflects the 
experience that fidelity to God 
sometimes seemed to threaten 
destruction 

▸ “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life.  (John 
3:16) 

▸ For this reason it depends on faith, 
in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all 
his descendants, not only to the 
adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of 
Abraham (for he is the father of all 
of us, as it is written, “I have made 
you the father of many nations”)—in 
the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead 
and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist.  (Romans 4:16–17)
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EXODUS 14:15-15:1

▸ Ancient memory of a slave 
escape, rewritten perhaps 
during the Babylonian Exile, to 
provide a liberation myth 

▸ God desires us to be set free 

▸ For our paschal lamb, Christ, 
has been sacrificed.  
(1Corinthians 5:7) 

▸ Were you a slave when called? 
Do not be concerned about it. 
Even if you can gain your 
freedom, make use of your 
present condition now more 
than ever. For whoever was 
called in the Lord as a slave is 
a freed person belonging to 
the Lord, just as whoever was 
free when called is a slave of 
Christ.  (1Corinthians 7:21–22)
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ISAIAH 54:5-14

▸ Written probably during the 
Babylonian Exile 

▸ God will be faithful to his 
marriage bond with the chosen 
people 

▸ On the third day there was a 
wedding in Cana of Galilee, and 
the mother of Jesus was there. 
(John 2:1–2) 

▸ Let us rejoice and exult and give 
him the glory, for the marriage of 
the Lamb has come, and his bride 
has made herself ready; to her it 
has been granted to be clothed 
with fine linen, bright and pure”— 
for the fine linen is the righteous 
deeds of the saints.And the angel 
said to me, “Write this: Blessed 
are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the 
Lamb.”  (Revelation 19:7–9)
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ISAIAH 55:1-11

▸ Written just after the return from exile in 
Babylon, during a period of faltering 
reconstruction 

▸ God’s word achieves what it sets out to do 

▸ On the last day of the festival, the great 
day, while Jesus was standing there, he 
cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come 
to me, and let the one who believes in me 
drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the 
his heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” 
Now he said this about the Spirit, which 
believers in him were to receive; for as yet 
there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not 
yet glorified.  (John 7:37–39) 

▸ And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth.  (John 1:14)
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BARUCH 3:9-15, 32-4:4

▸ Jeremiah had a secretary called 
Baruch but he is not the author of this 
short book. The book is of uncertain 
date, probably written in the Diaspora 

▸ Recognise your sin and return to God, 
the fountain of life and wisdom 

▸ Then he said to me, “It is done! I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 
will give water as a gift from the 
spring of the water of life.  (Revelation 
21:6) 

▸ For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but 
to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. For 
God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength.  
(1Corinthians 1:22–25)
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EZEKIEL 36:16-28

▸ Ezekiel worked during the Babylonian Exile 

▸ God will bring about a change of heart and 
give all new hope 

▸ Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit. What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born from 
above.’ (John 3:5–8) 

▸ So then, brothers and sisters, we are 
debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh— for if you live according to the 
flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are children of God. For you did not receive 
a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very 
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that 
we may also be glorified with him.  
(Romans 8:12–17)
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JOHN IN HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

Holy  
Thursday

Good  
Friday

Holy  
Saturday

Easter 
Sunday

Old Testament Exodus 
12:1-8, 11-14

Isaiah 
52:13-53:12 7 readings Acts 

10:34, 37-43

Psalm Psalm 116 Psalm 31 7 Psalms Psalm 118

New Testament 1 Corinthians 
11:23-26

Hebrews 
4:14-16, 5:7-9

Romans 
6:3-11

Colossians 
3:1-4

Gospel John 
13:1-15

John 
18:1-19:42

Mark 
16:1-8

John 
20:1-9
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JOHN IN HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

▸ Healing — lifting up etc.  

▸ Love — throughout but especially 3:16. 

▸ Service — washing of the feet / suffering servant 
allusions. 

▸ New creation — beginning and end of the Gospel 

▸ Liberation — mediated through the Passover symbolism. 
In ch. 3, the feast of Passover continues from ch. 2. 
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JOHN IN HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

▸ Healing 

▸ Love 

▸ New creation 

▸ Passover 

▸ Service
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JOHN IN HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

▸ Healing 

▸ Love 

▸ New creation 

▸ Passover 

▸ Service

The creator God has, in
his compassion and love,
healed humanity of death
by sending his Son in an
act of self-emptying and
loving service, setting us
free from the power of
death and sin, making us
a new creation through
the Holy Spirit.
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A PRAYER

God of undying life,  
by your mighty hand you raised up Jesus from the grave  
and appointed him judge of the living and the dead.  
Bestow upon those baptised into his death  
the power flowing from his resurrection,  
that we may proclaim near and far  
the pardon and peace you give us.  

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
first-born from the dead, 
who live with you now and always 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
God, for ever and ever. Amen
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CONVERSATION


