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READING JOHN
2018

•

Introduction
✴
✴
✴
✴

•

SEQUENCE

The feasts again (briefly)
Read the story (all of it)
A textual problem
Synoptic traditions?

Chapter 5
✴
✴
✴
✴

The Healing
The Sabbath
The Discourse
The Dispute (Five Witnesses)

•

And so…

•

Prayer

•

Conversation

THE FEASTS
Prologue
1:1-18

PART ONE
BOOK OF SIGNS
1:19-12:50

PART TWO
BOOK OF GLORY
12:1-20:31

Epilogue
21:1-25

1. Call Stories
1:19-51

2. Nuptial
Sequence
2-4

3. THE FEASTS
5-10

4. Lazarus
11-12

1. Sabbath
John 5

2. Passover
John 6

3. Succoth
John 7:1-10:21

4. Hanukkah
John 10:22-42

READ THE STORY
•

Questions?

•

Puzzles?

•

Observations?

•

Omitted in the
lectionary

A TEXTUAL PROBLEM
• The majority of later MSS add the following to 5:3: “waiting
for the moving of the water. 5:4 For an angel of the Lord
went down and stirred up the water at certain times.
Whoever first stepped in after the stirring of the water
was healed from whatever disease which he suffered.”
• Other MSS include only v. 3b or v. 4. Few textual scholars
today would accept the authenticity of any portion of vv. 3b–
4, for they are not found in the earliest and best witnesses
and they include un-Johannine vocabulary and syntax.
• We will follow NA28 in omitting the verse number, a
procedure also followed by many contemporary
translations.

THE HEALING
John 5:1 After this there was a Jewish feast, and Jesus went up
to Jerusalem. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a
pool called Bethzatha in Aramaic, which has five covered
walkways. 3 A great number of sick, blind, lame, and paralysed
people were lying in these walkways. 5 Now a man was there
who had been disabled for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw
him lying there and when he realised that the man had been
disabled a long time already, he said to him, “Do you want to
become well?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one
to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up. While I am
trying to get into the water, someone else goes down there
before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Stand up! Pick up your mat and
walk.” 9 Immediately the man was healed, and he picked up his
mat and started walking.

THE SYNOPTIC TRADITION

• Any parallels with Mark 2:1-12?

Mark 2

John 5

House in Capernaum

Beth-zatha in Jerusalem

Paralytic

Sick

Man is helped by four men

Man is helpless

Friends takes the initiative

Jesus takes the initiative

Not the Sabbath

The Sabbath

Forgiveness of sins is the problem

The Sabbath is the problem

THE SYNOPTIC TRADITION

Features (Culpepper)
(1)

(5)

Jesus’ order, and the sign is

A supplicant presents Jesus with a

accomplished: “At once the man

request. Instead, Jesus takes the

was made well, and he took up his

initiative: “Do you want to be

mat and began to walk” (v. 9)

made well?” (v.6).
(2)

Jesus rebuffs the request. Instead,

(6)

to the man who had been cured,

one to put me into the pool when

‘It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful
for you to carry your mat.’” (v. 10)

the water is stirred up.” (v.7).
The supplicant persists. Instead,
Jesus persists.
(4)

Jesus gives instruction that will
grant the request: “Stand up, take
your mat and walk.” (v.8).

The sign is verified by a third
party: Instead “So the Jews said

the man is evasive: “Sir, I have no

(3)

The other person complies with

(7)

There is a response of faith.
Instead, “the man went away and
told the Jews that is was Jesus
who had made him well.” (v. 15).

THE DISPUTE

(Now that day was a Sabbath.)

John 5:10 So the Jewish leaders
said to the man who had been
healed, “It is the Sabbath, and you are
not permitted to carry your mat.” 11
But he answered them, “The man who
made me well said to me, ‘Pick up
your mat and walk.’” 12 They asked
him, “Who is the man who said to
you, ‘Pick up your mat and walk’?” 13
But the man who had been healed
did not know who it was, for Jesus
had slipped out, since there was a
crowd in that place.
John 5:14 After this Jesus found
him at the temple and said to him,
“Look, you have become well. Don’t

sin any more, lest anything worse
happen to you.” 15 The man went
away and informed the Jewish
leaders that Jesus was the one who
had made him well.
John 5:16 Now because Jesus was
doing these things on the Sabbath,
the Jewish leaders began
persecuting him. 17 So he told them,
“My Father is working until now, and I
too am working.” 18 For this reason
the Jewish leaders were trying even
harder to kill him, because not only
was he breaking the Sabbath, but he
was also calling God his own Father,
thus making himself equal with God.

SABBATH
John 5:16 Now because Jesus was doing these
things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began
persecuting him. 17 So he told them, “My
Father is working until now, and I too am
working.” 18 For this reason the Jewish leaders
were trying even harder to kill him, because not
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was
also calling God his own Father, thus making
himself equal with God.

SABBATH
Gen 2:2 By the seventh day God
finished the work that he had been
doing, and he ceased on the seventh
day all the work that he had been doing.
3 God blessed the seventh day and
made it holy because on it he ceased all
the work that he had been doing in
creation

SABBATH

(5) First, therefore, having
desisted from the creation of

(6) Therefore the expression, “he
caused to rest,” is very

mortal creatures on the seventh
day, he began the formation of
other and more divine beings.

appropriately employed here,
not “he rested.” For he makes
things to rest which appear to be

III. For God never ceases from
making something or other; but,
as it is the property of fire to
burn, and of snow to chill, so also
it is the property of God to be
creating. And much more so, in
proportion as he himself is to all
other beings the author of their
working.

producing others, but which in
reality do not effect anything; but
he himself never ceases from
creating. On which account
Moses says, “He caused to rest
the things which he had
begun.”
Philo Legum Allegoriae I.

SABBATH

VI. (16) “Accordingly, on the

And the reference which is

seventh day, God caused to

here contained to their

rest from all his works which

moral character is of the

he had made.”3 Now, the

following nature. When that

meaning of this sentence is

reason which is holy in

something of this kind. God

accordance with the number

ceases from forming the

seven has entered into the

races of mortal creatures

soul the number six is then

when he begins to create

arrested, and all the mortal

the divine races, which are

things which this number

akin to the nature of the

appears to make.

number seven.

Philo Legum Allegoriae I.

SABBATH
John 5

John 9

Jerusalem,
Jerusalem,
Festival, Temple Succoth, Temple
Pool: Beth-Zatha

Pool: Siloam

Paralytic; long
period

Blind; his whole
life

Jesus takes the
initiative

Jesus takes the
initiative

An interrogation
follows

Interrogations
follow

Issue: Sabbath

Issue: Sabbath

Issue: the
“whence” of
Jesus

Issue: the
“whence” of
Jesus

Jesus finds in
him the Temple

Jesus finds him
in the Temple

The healed man The healed man
betrays Jesus believes in Jesus

THE DISCOURSE
•

Concentric Patterns: ABA* or ABCB*A* etc.

•

Chiastic Patterns: ABB*A* or ABCC*B*A* etc.

•

Evidence: in the words used

•

Question: Is the physical centre, the centre of meaning?

•

Purpose: mnemonic device for teaching purposes

•

The mini discourse in John 5 shows such a pattern

John 5:19 So Jesus answered them, “I tell you the solemn truth, the Son can do nothing on his own initiative, but only
what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise.
20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him everything he does, and will show him greater deeds than these, so
that you will be amazed.
21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he
wishes.
22 Furthermore, the Father does not judge anyone, but has assigned all judgment to the Son, 23 so
that all people will honour the Son just as they honour the Father. The one who does not honour the Son
does not honour the Father who sent him.
24 “I tell you the solemn truth, the one who hears my message and believes the one who sent
me has eternal life and will not be condemned, but has crossed over from death to life.
25 I tell you the solemn truth, a time is coming—and is now here—when the dead will hear the voice of
the Son of God, and those who hear will live.
26 For just as the Father has life in himself, thus he has granted the Son to have life in himself, 27 and he has
granted the Son authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.
28 “Do not be amazed at this, because a time is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and
will come out—the ones who have done what is good to the resurrection resulting in life, and the ones who have
done what is evil to the resurrection resulting in condemnation.
30 I can do nothing on my own initiative. Just as I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I do not seek my own
will, but the will of the one who sent me.

John 5:19 So Jesus answered them, “I tell you the solemn truth, the Son can do nothing on his own initiative, but only
what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise.
20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him everything he does, and will show him greater deeds than these, so
that you will be amazed.
21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he
wishes.
22 Furthermore, the Father does not judge anyone, but has assigned all judgment to the Son, 23 so
that all people will honour the Son just as they honour the Father. The one who does not honour the Son
does not honour the Father who sent him.
24 “I tell you the solemn truth, the one who hears my message and believes the one who sent
me has eternal life and will not be condemned, but has crossed over from death to life.
25 I tell you the solemn truth, a time is coming—and is now here—when the dead will hear the voice of
the Son of God, and those who hear will live.
26 For just as the Father has life in himself, thus he has granted the Son to have life in himself, 27 and he has
granted the Son authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.
28 “Do not be amazed at this, because a time is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and
will come out—the ones who have done what is good to the resurrection resulting in life, and the ones who have
done what is evil to the resurrection resulting in condemnation.
30 I can do nothing on my own initiative. Just as I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I do not seek my own
will, but the will of the one who sent me.

THE DISPUTE
• God — John 5:32, 37-38
• John the Baptist — John 5:33-35
• The deeds of Jesus — John 5:36
• Scripture — John 5:39-40
• Moses — John 5:45-47

THE FIVE WITNESSES

John 5:32 There is another (=
God, most likely) who testifies
about me, and I know the
testimony he testifies about me is
true.

•

In v. 32 “another” mostly likely refers to
God rather than human testimony

•

Notice the confession vocabulary of the
Johannine community: testify, true,
heard, seen, word, residing, believe, the
one whom he has sent

John 5:37 And the Father who
sent me has himself testified about
me. You people have never heard
his voice nor seen his form at any
time, 38 nor do you have his word
residing in you, because you do
not believe the one whom he sent.

•

Deut 4:12 Then the Lord spoke to you
from the middle of the fire; you heard
speech but you could not see anything–
only a voice was heard.

•

Deut 5:24 You said, “The LORD our God
has shown us his great glory and we have
heard him speak from the middle of the
fire. It is now clear to us that God can
speak to human beings and they can
keep on living.

THE FIVE WITNESSES

John 5:33 You have sent to
John, and he has testified to the
truth. 34 (I do not accept human
testimony, but I say this so that
you may be saved.) 35 He was a
lamp that was burning and
shining, and you wanted to
rejoice greatly for a short time in
his light.

•

John 1:6 A man came, sent from God,
whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness to testify about the light, so that
everyone might believe through him. 8
He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify about the light.

•

John 1:29 On the next day John saw
Jesus coming toward him and said,
“Look, the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world!

•

John 1:32 Then John testified, “I saw
the Spirit descending like a dove from
heaven, and it remained on him.

•

John 10:40 Jesus went back across the
Jordan River again to the place where
John had been baptising at an earlier
time, and he stayed there. 41 Many came
to him and began to say, “John
performed no miraculous sign, but
everything John said about this man was
true!”

THE FIVE WITNESSES

John 5:36 “But I have a
testimony greater than that from
John. For the deeds that the
Father has assigned me to
complete—the deeds I am now
doing—testify about me that the
Father has sent me.

• A number of deeds have already
been performed.
• The wedding feast of Cana, the
healing of the son of the royal
official, the healing of the
paralytic, the multiplication of
the loaves, the walking on the
water, the healing of the man
born blind and the raising of
Lazarus
• “The one who sent me” is a title
for God in this Gospel
• The fundamental imagery is that
of an ambassador with
representative authority and
powers

THE FIVE WITNESSES

John 5:39 You study the
scriptures thoroughly because
you think in them you possess
eternal life, and it is these same
scriptures that testify about me,
40 but you are not willing to
come to me so that you may
have life.

• Scriptures: the very basis for
rabbinic teaching.
• Pirqe Avot 2:8, “He who has
acquired the words of the law
has acquired for himself the life
of the world to come.”
• Pirqe Avot 6:7, “Great is the law
for it gives to those who practice
it life in this world and in the
world to come.”
• Come to me: John 5:40
(Sabbath); 6:44, 65 (Passover);
7:37 (Sukkoth)
• Eternal life: John 3:15–16, 36;
4:14, 36; 5:24, 39; 6:27, 40, 47,
54, 68; 10:28; 12:25, 50; 17:2–3

THE FIVE WITNESSES

John 5:45 “Do not suppose
that I will accuse you before the
Father. The one who accuses you
is Moses, in whom you have
placed your hope. 46 If you
believed Moses, you would
believe me, because he wrote
about me. 47 But if you do not
believe what Moses wrote, how
will you believe my words?”

• Moses: the key authority for
Rabbinic Judaism
• “We are disciples of Moses!
We know that God has
spoken to Moses! We do not
know where this man comes
from!” (John 9:28–29)
• Moses in this Gospel:John
1:17, 45; 3:14; 5:45–47; 6:32;
7:19, 22–23; 8:5; 9:28–29
• Possibly a reference Pentecost
/ Shavuot celebrating the
giving of the Law on Mount
Sinai
• A fortiori argument

AND SO…
• Chapter 5 has many layers
• 1-9a: The healing of the paralytic, a seemingly
“normal” miracle
• 9b-18: The issue of the Sabbath, resulting in
betrayal
• 19-30: The discourse, giving us the deep identity of
Jesus
• 31-47: The dispute: allowing us to eavesdrop on
arguments with the synagogue

AND SO…
• Not forgetting
• The symbolism of water
• The contrast with the healing of the man born
blind
• The link with Lazarus (who hears the voice!)

PRAYER

God of healing,
We place our trust in Jesus, whom you sent as your
living word. Help us to hear his message that we too
may pass over from death to life. Amen.

