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LAYOUT
• Prologue: Luke 1:1–4:13

• Galilee Luke 4:14-9:50
• Journey to Jerusalem Luke 9:51-19:28
• Jerusalem: 19:29-23:56

• Epilogue: 24:1-53

LAYOUT
• Intense teaching on prayer through the
Gospel
• Jesus as a prophet figure, taking us beyond
the prophets of old
• Jesus’ death (exodus) is modelled on that of
the prophets and martyrs
• Jesus is the Son of God, in a unique way

LUKE 9:28-36

Luke 9:28 Now about eight days after these sayings, Jesus took with
him Peter, John, and James, and went up the mountain to pray. 29 As he
was praying, the appearance of his face was transformed, and his clothes
became very bright, a brilliant white. 30 Then two men, Moses and Elijah,
began talking with him. 31 They appeared in glorious splendour and
spoke about his departure that he was about to carry out at Jerusalem.
32 Now Peter and those with him were quite sleepy, but as they became
fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33
Then as the men were starting to leave, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is
good for us to be here. Let us make three shelters, one for you and one
for Moses and one for Elijah”–not knowing what he was saying. 34 As he
was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were
afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 Then a voice came from the cloud,
saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him!” 36 After the
voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. So they kept silent and told no
one at that time anything of what they had seen.

LUKE 9:28-36
• Transfiguration in all three Gospels
• Broadly similar
• Significant differences: theophany,
apocalyptic vision and moment of
prayer
• Method: comparison and background

LUKE 9:28-36
• In Mark 9:2-10, it is an epiphany, an anticipation of the end, to give
the disciples courage during the passion.
• In Matthew 17:1-9, it is an apocalyptic vision, again to give courage,
but with a special intensity.
• Luke, avoiding the word transfiguration (metamorphosis) with its
pagan overtones, portrays the encounter as a moment of prayer
consistent with Luke’s portrait of Jesus as a man of prayer
• The disappearance of Moses and Elijah is part of Luke’s theology
that the times were changing and a new era beginning, with the
new exodus (= departure), explicitly identified with the cross and
resurrection of Jesus.
• All three Gospels make the connection with the Baptism.

Matthew

Mark

Luke

Matt 17:1 Six days later Jesus took with
him Peter, James, and John the brother of
James, and led them privately up a high
mountain. 2 And he was transfigured
before them. His face shone like the sun,
and his clothes became white as light. 3
Then Moses and Elijah also appeared
before them, talking with him. 4 So Peter
said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be
here. If you want, I will make three shelters–
one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, a
bright cloud overshadowed them, and a
voice from the cloud said, “This is my one
dear Son, in whom I take great delight.
Listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard
this, they were overwhelmed with fear and
threw themselves down with their faces to
the ground. 7 But Jesus came and touched
them. “Get up,” he said. “Do not be afraid.”
8 When they looked up, all they saw was
Jesus alone.

Mark 9:2 Six days later Jesus took with
him Peter, James, and John and led them
alone up a high mountain privately. And
he was transfigured before them, 3 and
his clothes became radiantly white, more
so than any launderer in the world could
bleach them. 4 Then Elijah appeared
before them along with Moses, and they
were talking with Jesus. 5 So Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.
Let us make three shelters–one for you,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 (For
they were afraid, and he did not know
what to say.) 7 Then a cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice came
from the cloud, “This is my one dear Son.
Listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with
them any more except Jesus.

Luke 9:28 Now about eight days after
these sayings, Jesus took with him Peter,
John, and James, and went up the
mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying,
the appearance of his face was
transformed, and his clothes became very
bright, a brilliant white. 30 Then two men,
Moses and Elijah, began talking with him.
31 They appeared in glorious splendor
and spoke about his departure that he was
about to carry out at Jerusalem. 32 Now
Peter and those with him were quite
sleepy, but as they became fully awake,
they saw his glory and the two men
standing with him. 33 Then as the men
were starting to leave, Peter said to Jesus,
“Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us
make three shelters, one for you and one
for Moses and one for Elijah”–not knowing
what he was saying. 34 As he was saying
this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them, and they were afraid as they entered
the cloud. 35 Then a voice came from the
cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen
One. Listen to him!” 36 After the voice had
spoken, Jesus was found alone. So they
kept silent and told no one at that time
anything of what they had seen.

BACKGROUND
Exod 24:15 Moses went up the mountain, and the
cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of the
LORD resided on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered
it for six days. On the seventh day he called to Moses
from within the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the
glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top
of the mountain in plain view of the people. 18
Moses went into the cloud when he went up the
mountain, and Moses was on the mountain forty days
and forty nights.

BACKGROUND
Exod 34:29

Now when Moses came down from

Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the testimony
in his hand–when he came down from the
mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his
face shone while he talked with him. 30 When
Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of
his face shone; and they were afraid to approach
him. 31 But Moses called to them, so Aaron and
all the leaders of the community came back to
him, and Moses spoke to them.

BACKGROUND

1 Kgs 19:9 He went into a cave there and spent the night. All of a
sudden the LORD spoke to him, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 10 He
answered, “I have been absolutely loyal to the LORD, the sovereign God,
even though the Israelites have abandoned the agreement they made
with you, torn down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I
alone am left and now they want to take my life.” 11 The LORD said, “Go
out and stand on the mountain before the LORD. Look, the LORD is ready
to pass by.”
A very powerful wind went before the LORD, digging into the mountain
and causing landslides, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the
windstorm there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake. 12 After the earthquake, there was a fire, but the LORD was
not in the fire. After the fire, there was a soft whisper. 13 When Elijah
heard it, he covered his face with his robe and went out and stood at the
entrance to the cave. All of a sudden a voice asked him, “Why are you
here, Elijah?”

BACKGROUND
Dan 10:6 His body resembled yellow jasper, and his face had an
appearance like lightning. His eyes were like blazing torches; his
arms and feet had the gleam of polished bronze. His voice
thundered forth like the sound of a large crowd.
Dan 10:7 Only I, Daniel, saw the vision; the men who were with
me did not see it. On the contrary, they were overcome with fright
and ran away to hide. 8 I alone was left to see this great vision. My
strength drained from me, and my vigour disappeared; I was
without energy. 9 I listened to his voice, and as I did so I fell into a
trance-like sleep with my face to the ground. 10 Then a hand
touched me and set me on my hands and knees. 11 He said to me,
“Daniel, you are of great value. Understand the words that I am
about to speak to you. So stand up, for I have now been sent to
you.” When he said this to me, I stood up shaking.
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SOURCES

•

94% of Mark is in Matthew (= 55% of Matthew)

•

79% of Mark is in Luke (= 42% of Luke)

•

Matthew and Luke share 252 vv. (Q) of sayings

•

35% of Luke is unique to him

SYNOPTIC RELATIONSHIPS
158/59
Mark
[96]

[61]

Matthew
194 / 90

Luke
[8]

209 / 140

First number: the total number of words.
Second number: the number special to each evangelist.
In square brackets, the number of words shared with the other two.

SPECIAL TO LUKE

• Eight days, to pray

• His appearance changed (special word)
• His departure (exodus); Jerusalem
• The disciples remain awake
• As they were leaving…
• They entered the cloud
• Silence is natural (not instructed)

SPECIAL TO LUKE
• v. 28 Introduction and context

VISUAL

• vv. 29-31 The sign from God
• v. 32 A general human reaction
• vv. 33 A specific human reaction
• vv. 34-35 Interpretation of the sign from God
• v. 36 Human reaction and conclusion.

AUDITORY

SPECIAL TO LUKE

• The immediate setting is like Mark’s - the seeing of the Kingdom.
• “Time” of Moses and Elijah is over
• Jesus’ death is an “exodus”
• Genre: example of prayer

MYSTERY
• As a theophany, or even as a “Christophany”, the story shows
the marks of such accounts: the mysterium (elusive),
tremendum (awesome) et fascinans (delightful).
• Behind the traditions, lies a profound spiritual experience of
Jesus, shared with the apostles.
• As with all authentic religious experiences, it can be conveyed
in symbol and metaphor but never directly described.
• Commonly such “appearance stories” take place on a
mountain, there is a voice from the cloud, there is some
unnatural light or radiance. Those experiencing the vision are
both attracted and frightened. Usually, there is a word of
reassurance.

COMMENTARY

Luke 9:28 Now
about eight days
after these
sayings, Jesus
took with him
Peter, John, and
James, and went
up the mountain
to pray.

•

•

•

After which words? Truly I
say to you, there are
some standing here who
will not taste death
before they see the
kingdom of God.
The eight days should be
six, but eight may refer to
the day of resurrection.
To pray marks a special
emphasis in Luke.

COMMENTARY

Luke 9:29 As he
was praying, the
appearance of his
face was
transformed, and
his clothes
became very
bright, a brilliant
white.

•

•

•

When he was praying —
Luke makes prayer the
explicit setting. The
appearance of his face
became “other.”
Luke avoids the word
metamorphosis used by the
other gospels, perhaps
because it was current in
pagan cults and he writes
for a Gentile audience.
“Dazzling” in Luke makes a
verbal link with the
resurrection proclamation
at the empty tomb.

COMMENTARY

Luke 9:30 Then
two men, Moses
and Elijah, began
talking with him.

•

•

•

Two men, i.e. another link to
the empty tomb
proclamation at 24:4.
Moses: The LORD your
God will raise up for you a
prophet like me from
among you–from your fellow
Israelites; you must listen to
him. (Deut 18:15)
Elijah: Look, I will send you
Elijah the prophet before
the great and terrible day of
the LORD arrives. (Mal 4:5)

COMMENTARY

Luke 9:31 They
appeared in
glorious
splendour and
spoke about his
departure that he
was about to carry
out at Jerusalem.

•

•

Talking to him about his
exodus that is, the cross and
resurrection will be a new
exodus for all people.
Jerusalem is mentioned
because in Luke-Acts,
Jerusalem is the centre of
salvation: 9:31, 51,53;
13:22, 33; 17:11; 18:31;
19:11; 24:47-49, 52; Acts
1:8.

COMMENTARY

Luke 9:32 Now
Peter and those
with him were
quite sleepy, but
as they became
fully awake, they
saw his glory and
the two men
standing with him.

•

•

The disciples overcome
their sleepiness to witness
the vision.
Sleepiness makes a link
with Gethsemane in Luke.

COMMENTARY

Luke 9:33 Then as the
men were starting to
leave, Peter said to
Jesus, “Master, it is
good for us to be here.
Let us make three
shelters, one for you
and one for Moses and
one for Elijah”–not
knowing what he was
saying.

•

•

As they are leaving him,
Peter speaks. The title used
is important.
Master is found only in Luke
and suggests special
relationship with the inner
group, in contrast with Lord
and teacher.

COMMENTARY

Luke 9:34 As he was
saying this, a cloud
came and
overshadowed them,
and they were afraid
as they entered the
cloud.

•

Luke times the fear to
coincide with entering into
the cloud, i.e. sharing the
awesome experience.

COMMENTARY

Luke 9:35 Then a
voice came from the
cloud, saying, “This is
my Son, my Chosen
One. Listen to him!”

•

•

•

The chosen or “elect” is a
term found in the Lucan
writings.
Listening and hearing are a
feature of the Lucan
proclamation since ch. 4.
Luke 23:35 The people
also stood there watching,
but the rulers ridiculed him,
saying, “He saved others.
Let him save himself if he is
the Christ of God, his
chosen one!”

COMMENTARY

Luke 9:36 After the
voice had spoken,
Jesus was found alone.
So they kept silent and
told no one at that
time anything of what
they had seen.

•

•

Luke eliminates the
discussion of the
resurrection and the socalled messianic secret
command.
We are left with the
impression that silence
descended upon them
naturally on account of the
extraordinary nature of the
experience.

PRAYER
God of the Covenant,
your presence fills us with awe,
your word gives us unshakable hope.
Fix in our hearts the image of your Son in glory,
that, sustained on the path of discipleship,
we may pass over with him to newness of life.
We make our prayer through Christ,
our deliverance and hope,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

CONVERSATION

