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Prayer before reading the Word of God 

Lord, 
inspire us to read your Scriptures 

and to meditate upon them day and night. 
We beg you to give us real understanding of what we need, 

that we in turn may put its precepts into practice. 

Yet we know that understanding 
and good intentions are worthless, 
unless rooted in your graceful love. 

So we ask that the words of Scriptures 
may also be not just signs on a page, 
but channels of grace into our hearts. 

Origen 
(ca. 185-254) 
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1. INTRODUCTION TO MATTHEW’S GOSPEL 

Sequence 
• Taking up an ancient document 
• Background 
• Antioch 
• Context 
• Kind of writing 
• Layout 
• Moses in Matthew 

Taking up an ancient document 
• Papyrus 64 / 67 (Mt 26:23, 31) 
• Papyrus 104 (Mt 21:34-37) 
• Codex Sinaiticus (Mt 6:4-32) 

An ancient document 
• Matthew: the second longest Gospel 
• Almost all of Mark is reproduced 
• From 13 onwards, he follows Mark step by step 
• Large amount of M material 
• Large number of parables: 19 (13 unique) 

• The ascription of this gospel to the apostle Matthew dates 
to at least from Irenaeus (ca. AD 185; cf. his Adversus 
Haereses 3.1.2; 3.11.8)  

• Also possibly from Papias (ca. 140), though it is not clear 
whether the collection of Jesus’ logia by Matthew that 
Papias refers to is to be identified with our gospel of 
Matthew (cf. Eusebius Hist. Eccl. 3.39.16). 

• Q: would a supposed eye-witness copy from Mark? 
• Q: are Matthew and Levi the one person? 

• After the destruction of Jerusalem and the re-organisation 
of Judaism i.e. post 70 

• After the separation of church and synagogue, i.e. post 70 
• Before Ignatius of Antioch, who cites this text, i.e. before the 

beginning of the 2nd century 
• …baptised by John in order that all righteousness might be 
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fulfilled by him (Smyrnaeans 1:1 AF-E) 
• NB: this Gospel was written in Greek 
• NB: organic growth out of a Jewish matrix 
• Jerusalem and Judea? Disrupted after 70 
• Caesarea Maritima? Hellenistic Christianity 
• Northern Syria (Edessa): Aramaic speaking 
• Coastal cities of Phoenicia / Alexandria (unknown) 
• Antioch in Syria (Greek speaking, large Jewish population, 

prestigious centre + missionary focus ( Matthew 2:1–12; 8:5–
13; 15:21–28; 27:54; 28:16–20) 

• By the time of this Gospel, the mission to the Gentiles is 
already assumed and does not need to be defended. 

• Matthew presupposes the destruction of the Temple in AD 
70.  

• There is a church organisation (prophets, sages and scribes), 
but nothing like what we find in the Pastorals. So before 100. 

• Cited already by Ignatius of Antioch. So, before 110. 

Antioch 
• Antioch: Christianity arrived in the 30s 
• It enjoyed a lengthy development, with its own scribal 

traditions and theology 
• The community was able to afford the expensive 

undertaking of a large revision of Mark, so some level of 
financial stability  

• The strong link with Peter supports Antioch 

• The largest and most important of 16 cities in the ancient 
world that were named after the Syrian emperor Antiochus. 
His son, Seleucus I Nicator, founder of the Seleucid Empire, 
built it and named it in his honour.  

• The population of the city in the mid-1st century AD may 
have reached 300 thousand, though estimates run as low as 
100 thousand.  

• The larger figure is suggested by the 1st-century 
geographer Strabo (Geog. 16.2.5), who said it was not much 
smaller than Alexandria in Egypt.  

• That city had more than 300 thousand freemen in the 
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mid-1st century B.C. (Diodorus Siculus Hist. 17.52). 

• Antioch had a large, wealthy Jewish population in the 1st 
century (Josephus Jewish War 7:43). These Jews endowed 
beautifully decorated synagogues, and “constantly attracted 
to their religious ceremonies multitudes of Greeks” (Jewish 
War 7.45).  

• The first mention of Antioch in the NT is in reference to a 
proselyte to the Jewish faith from this city, one Nicolaus, 
who accepted Christ and was subsequently appointed as 
one of seven men to oversee the needs of Hellenist widows 
in Jerusalem in the early days of the Church (Acts 6:5). 

• The city was surrounded by a wall and contained many 
important buildings including a palace and a circus, both 
begun in 67 BC Starting in 47 BC Julius Caesar constructed a 
theatre, an amphitheater, bathhouses, an aqueduct, and a 
Kaisareion, perhaps the oldest basilica in the east, for use by 
the cult of Rome. It carried his name and contained a statue 
of himself. He also rebuilt the Pantheon temple. 

• Missionary work was done by people who fled the 
persecutions in Jerusalem and soon after arriving in Antioch 
“spoke to the Greeks also” (Acts 11:20). These “Greeks” 
were probably “Godfearers,” Gentiles who were frequently 
attracted to Jewish monotheism (e.g., Acts 10:22).                

• This missionary activity resulted in “a great number” (Acts 
11:21) of gentile conversions and prompted the church in 
Jerusalem to send Barnabas to Antioch to monitor the 
progress. Barnabas, impressed by the large number of 
converts and probably aware of Paul’s commission to preach 
to Gentiles (Acts 26:17), brought him from Tarsus to work in 
Antioch. 

• For a year, they worked together in this gentile centre (Acts 
11:26) which subsequently became the sponsoring church 
for his missionary journeys to the gentile world (13:3; 15:40; 
18:22–23). The term “Christian” (“follower of the Messiah”) 
was first applied to the disciples of Jesus in this 
predominantly Gentile Christian city (Acts 11:26). 
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• So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to 
him all the sick, those who were afflicted with various 
diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, 
and he cured them.  (Matthew 4:24 NRSV) Cf. Acts 15:23, 
41; 18:18; 20:3; 21:3; Gal. 1:21.  

Context 
• Matthew is the most Jewish of the gospels; it was written by 

a disciple of Jesus in either Hebrew or Aramaic, for Jewish 
Christians.    According to this view, Matthew wrote before 
70 in Palestine.      

• The relationship with Judaism is an internal one.  That is to 
say, Matthew wrote after 70, but for a body which still 
considered itself Jewish, although having to face the 
exclusion of the synagogue, which followed the including of 
the birkath ha-minim of the council of Jamnia.   The great 
arguments in favour of this continuity and discontinuity are 
the expression “their synagogues” (4:23; 9:35; 10:17.12) 
and the verse about the Temple tax (17:24-27). Thus, in 
Bornkam’s expression, the Matthean discussion is “intra 
muros”.  

• Matthew writes from outside Judaism (extra muros); the 
parting has taken place and their is much rivalry between 
church and synagogue.   The community is open to Gentiles.   
This powerful tension with the synagogue is reflected in 
passages which refer to persecution of Christians by Jews: 

• Mt. 23:34   Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and 
scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some 
you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from 
town to town…  

• Mt. 10:23   When they persecute you in one town, flee to the 
next; for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through 
all the towns of Israel, before the Son of man comes.  

• There has been a complete break with Judaism; he author is 
a Gentile Christian, whose community is not in dialogue with 
any branch of Judaism. At the time of writing, most of the 
members are Gentiles. This view depends on being able to 
show that Matthew's redaction is in strong contrast to his 
sources.    In general, there is a powerful polemic against 
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Judaism, and even its rejection in the trial scene of the 
Messiah. 

• A sect is not only a minority, and not only characterised by 
opposition to norms accepted by the parent-body, but also 
claims in a more or less exclusive way to be what the parent-
body claims to be.    

• Whether such a group formally severs itself, or is 
excommunicated, will depend largely on the degree of self-
definition  attained by the parent-body and the level of 
tolerance obtaining within it. 

• Jewish-Christian? Author or final redactor? 
• Extreme anti-Jewish polemic 
• Mistakes: Sadducees (22:23); Pharisees and Sadducees 

together (16:11); riding two donkeys (21:2, 7); Jeremiah for 
Zechariah (27:9) 

• Mark has more semitisms and words in Aramaic / Hebrew; 
often simply translates into Greek only 

• Comparison with Paul is revealing: deep love for the Jews? 
• Either a liberated, Hellenistic Jewish convert or a Gentile 

Christian with a great reverence for the Jewish-Christian 
traditions of Antioch 

Kind of writing 
• A canonical gospel is best defined as a narrative of the 

words and deeds of Jesus of Nazareth, culminating 
inexorably in his death and resurrection, which narrative is 
meant to communicate to the believing audience the saving 
effects of what is narrated.  

• The meshing of words and deeds, the inevitable thrust 
toward both death and resurrection, the quasi-sacramental 
intent of the narrative as saving proclamation, and a lack of 
any character sketch of the chief figure set our Gospels 
apart from the classical genres suggested.  
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Layout 

• Matt 7:28 Now 
when Jesus had 
finished saying 
these things, the 
crowds were 
astounded at his 
teaching,  

• Matt 11:1 Now 
when Jesus had 
finished instructing 
his twelve disciples, 
he went on from 
there to teach and 
proclaim his 
message in their 
cities.  

• Matt 13:53 When 
Jesus had finished 
these parables, he 
left that place.  

• Matt 19:1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he 
left Galilee and went to the region of Judea beyond the 
Jordan.  

• Matt 26:1 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, 
he said to his disciples,...  
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The Sower

Q (252 vv) 
Lord’s Prayer

M source 
The Magi

L source 
Prodigal Son

Matthew 
(18345)

Luke 
(19428)
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Moses in Matthew 
• Moses mentioned 
• Moses alluded to 
• Moses affirmed 
• Moses radicalised 
• Why? 
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Layout of Matthew’s gospel

Prologue 1-2 Birth narratives

Book 1 
3-7

3-4 Narrative Temptation, baptism, 
call stories

5-7 Discourse Sermon on the Mount

Book 2 
8:1-11:1

8:1-9:34 Narrative Authority in deeds

9:35-11:1 Discourse Mission Discourse

Book 3 
11:2-13:52

11:2-12:50 Narrative Controversy, woes, 
rebukes

13:1-52 Discourse Parables

Book 4 
13:53-18:35

13:53-17:2
7

Narrative Disciples, Peter, 
church

18:1-35 Discourse Church Life Discourse

Book 5 
19-25

19-23 Narrative Discipleship, 
controversies, woes

24-25 Discourse End Time Discourse

Climax 26-28 Death and Resurrection
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Summary 
• The gospel writer used sources, oral and written 
• He structured the presentation with great care 
• A one year ministry (editorial choice) 

• Matthew offers an understanding of Jesus (Christology) 
• He gives a particular understanding of discipleship 
• The Gospel has a difficult relationship with Judaism  
• Moses is significant throughout, as we shall see 

Conversation 
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2. THE BIRTH NARRATIVES 

Sequence 
• Noticing the Differences 
• The stories behind the story 
• Citations? 
• And the genealogy? 
• The big picture 
• Why do this? 

Luke 1-2 

Matthew 1-2 
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1. Annunciation of the birth of 
John the Baptist

2. Annunciation of the birth of 
Jesus

3. The Visitation

4. The birth of John the 
Baptist

5. The birth of Jesus

6. The presentation

7. Jesus in the Temple

A Announcement to Joseph 1:18-25 Isaiah 7:14

B The Magi 2:1-12 Micah 5:1, 3 
2Sam 5:2

C The Flight into Egypt 2:13-15 Hosea 11:1

D The Killing of Children 2:16-18 Jeremiah 31:15

E. Return home 
(to Nazareth)

2:19-23 ?Judges 13:5-7 
?Isaiah 11:1
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The stories behind the story 

Genealogy    Abraham, David, Exile 
Birth     Joseph 
Magi     Balaam / Balak 
Herod     Moses’ birth 
Flight     Moses 
Return     Moses 

The Joseph story 
• Genesis 37-50 
• He dreams several times 
• He goes down to Egypt 
• In Egypt, he is a refuge for his family 

The Balaam story 
• Numbers 22-24 
• A evil king (Balaam) tries to get a seer (Balak) to bring 

disaster on Israel 
• The seer fails and, instead of cursing, utters an oracle of 

blessing 
• He prophecies a glorious future, “a star shall come out of 

Jacob”. 

No camels? No kings? 
• Psa. 72:10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render 

him tribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts.  
• 11 May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him 

service. 
• Psa. 72:15 Long may he live! May gold of Sheba be given to 

him. May prayer be made for him continually, and blessings 
invoked for him all day long. 

Is. 60:5 Then you shall see and be radiant;  
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,  
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,  
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;  
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all those from Sheba shall come.  
They shall bring gold and frankincense,  
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  
7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you,  
the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you;  
they shall be acceptable on my altar,  
and I will glorify my glorious house.  

The Moses story 
• Exodus 1: The Birth of Moses 
• Exodus 2: Moses flees his homeland 
• Exodus 3 and 15: Moses is called out of Egypt 
• Let’s look at the detail.  
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Jesus Moses
Matt. 2:13 Now after they had left, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Get 
up, take the child and his mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you; for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.”

Ex. 2:15 When 
Pharaoh heard of it, he 
sought to kill Moses. 
But Moses fled from 
Pharaoh. He settled in 
the land of Midian, and 
sat down by a well.

Matt. 2:16  When Herod saw that he 
had been tricked by the wise men, 
he was infuriated, and he sent and 
killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old 
or under, according to the time that 
he had learned from the wise men.

Ex. 1:22 Then Pharaoh 
commanded all his 
people, “Every boy that 
is born to the Hebrews 
you shall throw into the 
Nile, but you shall let 
every girl live.”

Matt. 2:19 When Herod died, an 
angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said,

Ex. 2:23 After a long 
time the king of Egypt 
died. Ex. 4:19a The 
Lord said to Moses.
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Citations 
Is. 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, 
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel. 

Hebrew Bible (MT): young woman (’almah) 
Greek Old Testament (LXX): virgin (parthenos) 

Mic. 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,  
  who are one of the little clans of Judah,  
 from you shall come forth for me  
  one who is to rule in Israel,  
 whose origin is from of old,  
  from ancient days.  

2Sam. 5:2 For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was 
you who led out Israel and brought it in. The Lord said to you: It 
is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall 
be ruler over Israel.” 

Hos. 11:1  When Israel was a child, I loved him,  
  and out of Egypt I called my son.  

Jer. 31:15  Thus says the Lord:   
 A voice is heard in Ramah,  
  lamentation and bitter weeping.  
 Rachel is weeping for her children;  
 she refuses to be comforted for her children,  
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Jesus Moses

Matt. 2:20 “Get up, take the child 
and his mother, and go to the land 
of Israel, for those who were seeking 
the child’s life are dead.”  21 Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and 
his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel.

Ex. 4:19b “Go back to 
Egypt; for all those who 
were seeking your life 
are dead.”  20 So 
Moses took his wife 
and his sons, put them 
on a donkey and went 
back to the land of 
Egypt.
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  because they are no more. 

The last quotation doesn’t really exist as such in the OT. 

Is. 4:3 Whoever is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem  
 will be called holy,  
 everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem,  

Judg. 13:5 for you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor is to 
come on his head, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from 
birth. It is he who shall begin to deliver Israel from the hand of 
the Philistines.”  

Judg. 13:7 but he said to me, ‘You shall conceive and bear a 
son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing 
unclean, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from birth to the 
day of his death.’”    

Is. 11:1  A shoot  shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  
  and a branch (nezer) shall grow out of his roots 

Gen. 49:26  The blessings of your father Joseph   
  are stronger than the blessings  
  of the eternal mountains,  
  the bounties of the everlasting hills;  
  may they be on the head of Joseph,  
  on the brow of him who was set apart (nazir) 
  from his brothers. 
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And the Genealogy? 

The big picture 
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THE PATTERN OF THE GENEALOGY 

   POSSESSION (David) 
PROMISE (Abraham)       
      LONGING (Christ) 
     LOSS (Exile) 

   
1700 BC   1000 587 6 BC

WHO? 
1:1-17

HOW? 
1:18-25

WHERE? 
2:1-12

WHENCE? 
2:13-22

Abraham 
David 
Exile 
------ 

Tamar 
Rahab 
Ruth 

Bathsheba 
Mary

Ishmael 
Isaac 

Samson 
------ 

David (Is 
7:14)

Moses 
Baalam 

------ 
Kings 

Camels 
Jer 31 

(Rachel)

Moses 
------ 

Nazorean 
Is 4:3; Judge 

16:7; Gen 
49:26; Is 11:1 

Remnant 
Samson 
Joseph 
David

ORIGIN BIRTH EXILE EXODUS
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Why do this? 
• Writing for  Jewish-Christian community in Antioch in Syria 
• Technically, a sect, which has just broken away from the 

parent religion 
• Claim to be the perfect realisation of Judaism 
• Takes to itself the major symbolic figures of the mother 

religion, especially the figure of Moses 

• Before the story starts (in 4:17), the fullest possible account 
of who Jesus is 

• Descendant of Abraham, son of David, Son of God (Holy 
Spirit), Emmanuel, Jesus (= God saves), king of the Jews, 
ruler, shepherd of Israel, a nazir 

• Matthew 3:1-4:16 continue presentation of Jesus before he 
begins his ministry  

Conversation 
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3. THE TEMPLE ACTION 

Sequence 
• General background 
• What about the Temple? 
• Prophetic Actions 
• Read and ask questions 
• Comparing Four Versions 
• At the level of the Jesus of history 
• At the level of Matthew’s Gospel 
• Conversation 

General background 
• Read Matthew 21:12-27 
• Compare all four accounts 
• What stands our for you? 
• Any questions? 
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Temple Action

Matthew 
21:15-19

Mark 
11:15-19

Luke 
19:45-46

John  
2:14-17

When Last week of 
Jesus’ life

Last week of 
Jesus’ life

Last week of 
Jesus’ life

First year of 
ministry

Where Temple Temple Temple Temple

Who Selling and 
buying / 
Money 
changing

Selling and 
buying / 
Money 
changing

Selling Selling / 
money 
changing

Action Drove out / 
overturned 
the tables

Drove out / 
overturned 
the tables / 
forbade 
merchandise

Drove out Whip / drove 
out / 
scattered / 
overturned
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Citation Is 56:7 (omits 
“all the 
nations) Jer 
7:11

Is 56:7 
Jer 7:11 

Is 56:7 
Jer 7:11

Zech 14:21 
Ps 69:9

Matthew 
21:23-27

Mark 
11:27-33

Luke 20:1-8 John 2:18-22

When Now after 
Jesus 
entered the 
temple 
courts 
(Matthew 
21:23)

They came 
again to 
Jerusalem. 
While Jesus 
was walking 
in the temple 
courts (Mark 
11:27)

Now one 
day, as Jesus 
was teaching 
the people in 
the temple 
courts and 
proclaiming 
the gospel 
(Luke 20:1)

So then the 
Jewish 
leaders 
responded 
(John 2:18)

Progatonists The chief 
priests and 
elders of the 
people 
(Matthew 
21:23)

The chief 
priests, the 
experts in 
the law, and 
the elders

The chief 
priests and 
the experts 
in the law5 
with the 
elders

So then the 
Jewish 
leaders 
responded 
(John 2:18 
NET)

Enquiry By what 
authority

By what 
authority

By what 
authority

What sign 
can you 
show us, 
since you are 
doing these 
things?

Retort Baptism of 
John

Baptism of 
John

Baptism of 
John

Destroy this 
Temple
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Response Refusal Refusal Refusal Misundersta
nding

Result After he was 
raised, the 
disciples 
remembered

Temple Action Sequence

Matthew 21:1-11 Mark 11:1-11 Luke 19:28-38

Entry into 
Jerusalem

Entry into 
Jerusalem

Entry into 
Jerusalem

Mark 11:12-14

The cursing of the 
fig tree (1)

Matthew 21:12-13 Mark 11:15-17 Luke 19:45-48

The Temple Action The Temple Action The Temple Action

Matthew 21:14-17 Mark 11:18-19 —

Healings in the 
Temple

Plot to kill Jesus —

Matthew 21:18-22 Mark 11:20-24 —

The cursing of the 
fig tree

The cursing of the 
fig tree (2)

Parable of the fig 
tree

 (Matthew 6:5, 14) Mark 11:25(26)
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Initial observations 
• Two distinct pericopes (action and discussion) 
• Two distinct timings (last week and first year) 
• Two different interpretations (Synoptics and John) 
• Matthew has softened the link between the two scenes 
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Temple Action Sequence

Prayer and 
forgiveness

Matthew 21:23-27 Mark 11:27-33 Luke 20:1-8

Authority 
questioned

Authority 
questioned

Authority 
questioned

Matthew 21:28-32 — —

Parable of the two 
sons

— —

Matthew 21:33-46 Mark 12:1-12 Luke 20:9-19

Parable of the 
Vineyard

Parable of the 
Vineyard

Parable of the 
Vineyard

Matthew 21:22-14 — (Luke 14:15-24)

Parable of the 
wedding feast

— Parable of the 
wedding feast
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Prophetic gestures 

Prophetic gestures of Jesus 
• The call of the Twelve 
• Peter called “the rock” 
• The miracles in general 
• The miraculous catch of fish in particular 
• Children (taking and blessing) 
• Open table-fellowship 
• The cursing of the barren fig tree 
• The entry into Jerusalem on a donkey 
• The Temple Action 
• The Last Supper 
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Hosea marries 
a prostitute                       

Hosea 1-3 Jeremiah: the 
yoke   

Jer 27-28

Isaiah gives 
symbolic 
names to his 
children

Is 7:3; 8:14 Jeremiah: 
buying the 
field

Jer 32

Jeremiah: the 
almond tree 
and the pot

Jer :1:11-14 Ezekiel makes 
a model of 
Jerusalem

Ezek 4:1-3

Jeremiah: the 
waistcloth 
hidden by the 
Euphrates

Jer 13:1-11 Ezekiel: the 
rationed food

Ezek 4:9-19

Jeremiah: the 
potter  

Jer 18:1-12 Ezekiel: the 
hair

Ezek 5

Jeremiah: the 
jug

Jer 19 Ezekiel with 
the exile’s 
baggage

Ezek 12:1-16

Jeremiah: the 
figs

Jer 24 Ezekiel’s “non-
bereavement”

Ezek 24:15-27
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On the Temple itself (online PDFs) 

Jesus of history 
Two very divergent approaches 

(i) A fairly straightforward political act (to be rejected) 
(ii) A prophetic action of some kind (be explored) 

Three different approaches 
(i) Restoration of the true cult (= “cleansing”) 
(ii) The destruction of the present temple 
(iii) The economic power of the temple aristocracy 

Jesus of Matthew 
• That Jesus threw all the sellers and buyers out of the temple 

shows that Matthew did not want to play the event down 
and relegate it as it were to an obscure corner of the Court 
of the Gentiles. For him Jesus’ entry affects the entire city of 
Jerusalem and the whole temple.  

• After 70 and after the separation of his community from 
official Judaism, the Jerusalem temple is no longer for him 
the place of prayer for all nations. That is why “all the 
nations” is omitted.  

• The money changers and sellers are contrasted with the 
blind and the lame in the temple and thus at least indirectly 
are on the side of the chief priests and scribes who oppose 
Jesus. The narrator has no particular interest in them.  

• Jesus acts with great authority in the temple. He is obviously 
not aware of a tension between this violent action of Jesus 
and the fifth antithesis, which rejects violence (5:38–41). 
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Matthew Mark Commentary

Matt 
21:12 
Then Jesus 
entered 
the temple 
area 
(“hieron”, 
not “naos”)

Mark 11:15 
And they came 
to Jerusalem. 
And he entered 
the temple

The term hieron refers here to 
the whole Temple enclosure 
rather than the holy of holies

drove out 
all those 
who were 
selling

and began to 
drive out those 
who sold and 
those who 
bought in the 
temple

Those “selling and buying” 
were dealing in sacrificial 
victims and other cultic 
necessities in the Court of the 
Gentiles. Animals bought in 
this way could be guaranteed 
to be blemish free and 
therefore valid for sacrifice. 

and turned 
over the 
tables of 
the money 
changers 

and he 
overturned the 
tables of the 
money-changers

The moneychangers gave out 
Jewish or Tyrian coins in 
exchange for Greek or Roman 
money (see Exod 30:11–16). 

16 And he 
would not allow 
anyone to carry 
anything 
through the 
temple. 

and the 
chairs of 
those 
selling 
doves.

and the seats of 
those who sold 
pigeons.

Those selling doves provided 
sacrifices for women, lepers, 
and others (Lev 12:6–8; 14:22; 
15:14, 29).
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Summary 
• Jesus’ first act in Jerusalem, expelling those engaged in 

commercial enterprises from the temple compound (21:12–
13), was a symbolic prophetic action (v. 11).  

• Though commentators often impute unjust prices or greedy 
motives to the money changers and merchants, Matthew 
only vaguely suggests the problems in the temple by 
quoting Isa 56:7. This verse suggests that Jesus’ program for 
renewal requires God’s house to “be called a house of 
prayer,” but the temple priests and officials have 
countenanced injustice and social disorder in making it “a 
den of robbers.” 

• In themselves the sale of sacrificial animals and the 
exchange of secular coins for aniconic Jewish coins were 
essential for conducting the temple cult.  

• But Jesus uses these transactions as symbols of venality. He 
promotes order and social health by healing in the temple 
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Matthew Mark Commentary

Matt 
21:13 And 
he said to 
them, “It is 
written,

Mark 11:17 
Then he began 
to teach them 
and said, “Is it 
not written: 

The formula “it is written” is 
regular in Matthew: Matt 2:5; 
4:4, 6-7, 10; 11:10; 21:13; 
26:24, 31. 

My house 
will be 
called a 
house of 
prayer,’

My house will be 
called a house 
of prayer for all 
nations’? But 
you have turned 
it into a den of 
robbers!” 

for my house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all 
peoples.” (Isaiah 56:7 ESV)  
But Matthew omits “for all the 
nations (= Gentiles),” probably 
because such a claim made 
no sense to him after AD 70.

but you are 
turning it 
into a den 
of 
robbers!”

But you have 
turned it into a 
den of robbers!”

Has this house, which is 
called by my name, become a 
den of robbers in your eyes?  
(Jeremiah 7:11)
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and by calling for a renewed, perfected worship according 
to the will of God. Similarly, the Qumran community 
protested irregularities in priestly marriage, the calendar 
used for festivals, and sacrificial procedures (cf. Pesher on 
Habakkuk, Isaiah, Psalms, Nahum, etc.) 

• The author of the first-century-BC Psalms of Solomon called 
for reform (17:30), as did some prophetic texts (Zech 14:21; 
Mal 3:1–5). Matthew may associate Jesus’ action with that of 
the eschatological prophet expected to guide Israel at the 
end (Deut 18:15, 18).  

• He will judge peoples and nations in the wisdom of his 
righteousness. And he will have gentile nations serving him 
under his yoke, and he will glorify the Lord in (a place) 
prominent (above) the whole earth. And he will purge 
Jerusalem (and make it) holy as it was even from the 
beginning… (Psalms of Solomon 17:29–30) 

• Some commentators have interpreted Jesus’ confrontation 
with the businessmen in the temple as a curse and a sign of 
the temple’s approaching destruction, but the equally 
ancient tradition of purifying the temple is better attested.  

• The conflict caused by Jesus’ action may have contributed 
to his eventual arrest, but the story is so brief and heavily 
symbolic that the political and social causes and 
consequences may only be imagined. 

Confirmation 
Matt 21:14    The blind and the lame came to him in the 
temple, and he cured them.  15 But when the chief priests and 
the scribes saw the amazing things that he did, and heard the 
children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David,” they became angry 16 and said to him, “Do you hear 
what these are saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you 
never read, 
 ‘Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies 
  you have prepared praise for yourself’?”  
17 He left them, went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the 
night there.  

Conversation 
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4. THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Sequence 
• The location of the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 
• Sources for the Lord’s Prayer 
• An earlier form from Q? 
• Commentary on the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 
• Conversation 

Layout of Matthew’s Gospel (see page 7) 

Source for the Sermon on the Mount 
• Sources for all five discourses in Matthew 
• Source for the Sermon on the Mount in particular 
• Material found in Mark, Matthew and Luke (triple tradition) 
• Material found in Mark and Matthew (double tradition) 
• Material found in both Matthew and Luke (Q source) 
• Material special to Matthew himself (M - found nowhere 

else) 
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Mark Only Mt-Mk-Lk Q = Mt + Lk Matthew only

5:1-4  

5:5

5:6

5:7-10

5:11-12

5:13

5:14

5:15

5:16, 17-20, 
21-24a
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5:24b-26

9:43-48=? 5:27-30, 31

5:32!

5:33-37, 38

5:39-40

5:41

5:42

5:43

5:44

5:45

5:46-48

6:1-4, 5-8

6:9-13

6:14-15 6:16-19

6:19-34

7:1-5

7:6

7:7-12, 13-14

7:15-17

7:18-23; 24-27

7:28-29
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Concentric structures 
A 5:1-2 Narrative Introduction 
 B 5:3-16 Opening exhortation 
  C 5:17-20 Fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets 
   D 5:21-48 The Antitheses (5 - one is "extra"; plus   
            expansions) 
    E 6:1-6 Almsgiving 
          a how to pray 
     F 6:7-15 Prayer  b Lord's Prayer 
          a* why forgiveness  
    E1 6:16-18 Fasting 
   D* 6:19-17:11 (5 negative imperatives plus    
           expansions) 
  C* 7:12 Fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets 
 B* 7:13-27 Closing exhortation 
A* 7:28 Narrative Conclusion 

Three early versions 
• Matthew 
• Luke 
• The Didache 
• [Traces in Mark 11:25, 14:32-42 and John 17] 

The Lord’s Prayer in Luke 
Luke 11:1    He was praying in a certain place, and after he had 
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, 
as John taught his disciples.”  2 He said to them, “When you 
pray, say: 
 Father, hallowed be your name. 
  Your kingdom come.  
3   Give us each day our daily bread.  
4   And forgive us our sins, 
  for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
  And do not bring us to the time of trial.”  

The Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 
Matt. 6:7    “When you are praying, do not heap up empty 
phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard 
because of their many words.  8 Do not be like them, for your 
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Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
 9  “Pray then in this way: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name.  
10   Your kingdom come. 
  Your will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
11   Give us this day our daily bread.  
12   And forgive us our debts, 
   as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
13   And do not bring us to the time of trial, 
   but rescue us from the evil one.  
14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you;  15 but if you do not forgive others, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  

The Lord’s Prayer in the Didache 
Did. 8:2    Nor should you pray like the hypocrites.    
  Instead, “pray like this,” just as the Lord commanded in 
his Gospel: 
  “Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our debt, 
  as we also forgive our debtors; 
  and do not lead us into temptation, 
  but deliver us from the evil one; 
  for yours is the power and the glory forever.” 
3  Pray like this three times a day.  

The Didache 
• A common shorthand reference (Gk. “teaching”) for the 

early Christian writing entitled The Teaching of (the Lord to 
the Gentiles by) the Twelve Apostles.  

• Antioch or Syria, in the first century AD.  
• Three major sections: the so-called “Two Ways” material 
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(1.1–6.3); liturgical and ecclesiastical instructions (7:1–15:4); 
and a brief apocalypse (16:1–8). 

• The liturgical and ecclesiastical section is a collection of 
intriguing topics. Preserved here are instructions about 
baptism (7:1–4), personal and meal prayers (8:1–10:7), 
wandering prophets (11:1–13:7), and community interaction 
(14:1–15:4).  

Q Source 
• 252 verses = the Sayings Sources (Quelle) 
• Q survives only in Matthew and Luke 
• Q written, probably, in  Palestine, in Greek 

How were the Gospels written? 
(See page 6) 

Finding the Q version 
• Eliminating what is in only one version 
• Elimination what is typical of each evangelist 
• Noticing when a decision cannot be made! 

Commentary 
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Matthew Q Sayings Source Luke

Matt 6:10    Our 
Father in heaven

Q11:2 Father —  Luke 11:2 “Father, 

hallowed be your 
name

— may your name 
be kept holy!

hallowed be your 
name.

Your kingdom 
come

let your reign 
come:

Your kingdom 
come.

your will be done, 
on earth as it is in 
heaven.
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Mt 6:5   “And when you pray, you must not be like the 
hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues 
and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, 
I say to you, they have received their reward. 

• Hypocrites = the Pharisees or the Jews. 
• Elsewhere, Matthew refers to “their” synagogues.   
• Prayer for show is widely condemned in the Bible and in the 

Jewish tradition itself.  
• Jesus is not forbidding public prayer but condemning those 

who seek attention by their manner of praying 
• Truly = Amen, I say to you… 
• Reward: very threatening, i.e. they succeeded in getting only 

human 

Mt 6:6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door 
and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 

• First level: against show 
• Second level: enter within 
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Matthew Q Sayings Source Luke

11 Give us this day 
our daily bread,

3 Our day’s bread 
give us today;

3 Give us each day 
our daily bread,

12 and forgive us 
our debts,

4 and cancel our 
debts for us,

4 and forgive us 
our sins,

as we also have 
forgiven our 
debtors.

 as we too have 
cancelled for those 
in debt to us;

for we ourselves 
forgive everyone 
who is indebted to 
us.

13 And lead us not 
into temptation,

and do not put us 
to the test!

And lead us not 
into temptation.” 

but deliver us from 
evil.
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• Third level: God will reward you 
• The term translated room refers to the inner room of a 

house, normally without any windows opening outside, the 
most private location possible. 

• Cf. so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. (Matthew 6:4) 

Mt 6:7   “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as 
the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their 
many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 
you need before you ask him.  

• Against Gentile verbosity in prayer. 
• Good does not need to be persuaded.  
• Philo says the same, in his Life of Moses: Moses came with 

his invisible soul to the invisible judgment seat, and asked of 
that Judge who hears everything before it is related to him 
what his sentence was. (Moses 2:217) 

• Cf. Augustine’s Letter to Proba. 

Why he should ask us to pray, when he knows what we need 
before we ask him, may perplex us if we do not realise that our 
Lord and God does not want to know what we want (for he 
cannot fail to know it), but wants us rather to exercise our desire 
through our prayers, so that we may be able to receive what he 
is preparing to give us. His gift is very great indeed, but our 
capacity is too small and limited to receive it. That is why we are 
told: Enlarge your desires!  

Letter of St Augustine to Proba 

Mt 6:9  Pray then like this: 
  “Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name. 

• Not a formula of prayer as such but a method for disciples. 
• Father = probably originally “Abba”, a term of familial 

endearment, if not quite our “daddy” as sometimes held. 
• Matthew as added “our” and “in heaven”, both missing from 

Luke and from Q.  

www.tarsus.ie



34

• “In heaven” is typical of Matthew and reflects Jewish 
practice. 

• To keep holy = right relationship. 
• Name = person 
• Ps 105:3 and the Kaddish  

Mt 6:10   Your kingdom come, 

• Kingdom or better reign because it points to rule rather 
than territory. 

• Perfectly good Jewish prayer, in line with the prophetic 
tradition.  

• The Kingdom of God in Jesus’ sense in what is meant: God’s 
eschatological, future rule. 

Mt 6:10 your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

• Will be done: only in Matthew and it is reflected in an 
adjustment to Mark. 

• Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you 
will (Mark 14:36 ESV) = “My Father, if this cannot pass unless 
I drink it, your will be done.” (Matthew 26:42 ESV)  

• Cf. 7:24-27. 
• The rabbis emphasise obedience to divine will (m. Avot 

1.11; t. Ber. 3.7; b. Ber. 29b; b. Meg. 29b; b. Yoma 53b; 86b). 

Mt 6:11   Give us this day our daily bread,  

• Give: in the Aorist in Matthew, while in the present 
continuous in Luke.  

• The word “daily” (epiousion) is disputed, because it is rare 
and the early  examples are only in Christian literature.  

1. Based on “epi” and “ousia” to mean necessary for existence 
2. An adjective made of of”epi tēn ousan” meaning for today.  
3. The same but meaning for the following day, for tomorrow.  
• Cf.  “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.  
(Matthew 6:34 NRSV) 
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Mt 6:12   and forgive us our debts, 
  as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

• Debts = sins as in Luke’s version.  
• Sins were considered “debts” (Deut 15.1–2 
• Forgiveness of sins is central to Matthew and he add the 

phrase to the words over the cup at the Supper.  
• Forgiveness at the final judgement is what is intended.  
• As we also: emphatic in Greek. 
• Tying our forgiveness to God’s forgiveness is already 

present in Matthew 6:14-15, itself very like Mark 11:45. 

Mt 6:13   And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 

• God does not lead into temptation: this is a prayer for God’s 
protection. 

• Aramaic: do not let it happen… 
• “Time of trial” = the final convulsions before the end, often 

referred to as the messianic woes. The prayer is to be 
spared that upheaval. Cf. Zeph 1:14-15; 2 Thess 3.3; Jas 
1.13,  

•  What is not in view is this or that moral temptation, but 
rather a context in which the believer might be tempted to 
give up the faith as such.  

• Evil or evil one (cf. Mt 13:19; Matthew favours the personal 
use). 

Finally… 
• So, a very Jewish prayer but in the light of the Christ event 
• Seven petitions after the initial address 
• Traditionally, three for God and four for the person praying 
• Concentric (and chiastic) patterns 
• Circle 1: God’s holy name and rescue from evil 
• Circle 2: God’s reign and victory in time of trial 
• Circle 3: God’s will and forgiveness, earth and heaven 
• Centre: what we need for every day, at all levels 
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Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
  Your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, on earth as it in heaven. 
    Give us today our daily bread, 
   and forgive us our debts,  
   as we also forgive our debtors. 
  And do not subject us to the final test 
 but deliver us from evil one. 

• Matthew has evolved a very comprehensive structure 
• The Jewish triad of alms giving, prayer and fasting.  
• The contrast with hypocrisy and verbosity  
• The direct link between prayer and the practice of 

forgiveness.  
• Finally, the Lord’s Prayer really is an approach to prayer 

rather than a formula of prayer 

Conversation 
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5. THE RESURRECTION 

Sequence 
• Some pictures and history (See on-line pdf) 
• Read and ask questions 
• Comparisons 
• Commentary 
• Conversation 

Afterlife in the Bible 
• Broadly, no teaching on life after death.  
• You went to “sheol” (image) 
• Post-exilic period: some development 
• Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your 
people, shall arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has 
never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at 
that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is 
found written in the book. Many of those who sleep in the dust 
of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall 
shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to 
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.  (Daniel 12:1–3) 

But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no 
torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of the foolish they 
seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a 
disaster, and their going from us to be their destruction; but 
they are at peace. For though in the sight of others they were 
punished, their hope is full of immortality.  (Wisdom 3:1–4) 

The mother was especially admirable and worthy of 
honourable memory. Although she saw her seven sons perish 
within a single day, she bore it with good courage because of 
her hope in the Lord. She encouraged each of them in the 
language of their ancestors. Filled with a noble spirit, she 
reinforced her woman’s reasoning with a man’s courage, and 
said to them, “I do not know how you came into being in my 
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womb. It was not I who gave you life and breath, nor I who set 
in order the elements within each of you. Therefore the Creator 
of the world, who shaped the beginning of humankind and 
devised the origin of all things, will in his mercy give life and 
breath back to you again, since you now forget yourselves for 
the sake of his laws.” (2 Maccabees 7:20–23) 

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 
perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in 
dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it 
is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last 
Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is 
first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was 
from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 
As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and 
as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as 
we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear 
the image of the man of heaven.  (1 Corinthians 15:42–49) 

General background 
• Apocalyptic outlook and teaching 
• Accepted by the Pharisees and Jesus 
• Rejected by the Sadducees 
• Generally accepted 

Resurrection in the New Testament 
• 1 Cor 15 
• The four Gospels 
• NB: Empty Tomb Proclamations 
• NB: Resurrection Appearance Narratives 

(See chart on the next page.) 
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RAN and ETP in the New Testament 
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Paul Mark Matthew Luke John

Third Day 
(no 
narrative)

ETP 
Mary 
Magdalene 
Women

ETP 
Mary 
Magdalene 
Women

ETP 
Mary 
Magdalene

ETP 
Mary 
Magdalene 
Peter and 
BD 
Mary 
Magdalene

RAN 
Cephas and 
the Twelves

RAN 
Emmaus

RAN 
500

RAN 
Jerusalem

RAN 
Jerusalem 1 
Disciples 
minus 
Thomas

RAN 
James and 
the Twelve

RAN 
Galilee

RAN 
Bethany

RAN 
Jerusalem II 
Thomas 
Present

Paul (later) Conclusion 1

RAN 
Sea of 
Tiberias

Conclusion II
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At the empty tomb

At the tomb  Mark 16 Matthew 28 Luke 24 John 20

time Very early 
1st day of 
the week 
sun risen

1st day of the 
week 
dawning or 
drawn on   

1st day of 
the week 
early dawn 

Early 
1st day of the 
week 
still dark 

women Mary 
Magdalene 
Mary, 
mother of 
James 
Salome

Mary 
Magdalene 
other Mary

Mary 
Magdalene 
Mary, mother 
of James 
Joanna; 
others

Mary 
Magdalene 
another (?) 
“we” (v.2)

purpose brought 
spices; 
came to 
anoint

came to see 
the tomb

spices from 
Friday; 
took spices 
along 

visual 
phenomenon 

stone rolled 
back 
youth 
sitting 
inside, on 
the right

earthquake 
angel 
descended 
he rolled back 
the stone 
he sat on it 
(outside)

stone rolled 
back 
two men 
standing 
(inside) 
angels

stone rolled 
away; 
(later) two 
angels sitting 
inside

conversation  Youth said:  
not to fear; 
Jesus is 
risen; 
tell 
disciples he 
is going to 
Galilee

Angel said:  
Jesus is risen; 
tell disciples 
he is going to 
Galilee

Men asked 
question: 
Why seek 
living among 
the dead; 
Recalled 
prophecy 
made in 
Galilee

(later) angels 
asked 
Why do you 
weep? 

she thought 
the body was 
stolen

Reaction of 
the women 

fled 
trembling 
told no one

went away 
quickly with 
fear and great 
joy to tell the 
disciples

returned;  
told the 
eleven and 
all the rest  

went and told 
Peter and the 
other disciple
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Matthew 28:1-10 

Matt. 28:1   After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was 
dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the 
tomb.  2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it.  3 His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  4 For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men.  5 But the angel said 
to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified.  6 He is not here; for he has been 
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.  7 Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see him.’ This is my message for you.”  8 So they left the 
tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples.  9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” 
And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 
him.  10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell 
my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  

• Things I noticed 
• Next step: comparing Mark and Matthew 
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Mark Matthew

1   When the Sabbath was 
over, Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, and 
Salome bought aromatic 
spices so that they might go 
and anoint him.

1   Now after the Sabbath,

2 And very early on the first 
day of the week, at sunrise, 
they went to the tomb.  

at dawn on the first day of the 
week, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to look at 
the tomb. 
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Mark Matthew

3 They had been asking each 
other, “Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance 
to the tomb?”  

4 But when they looked up, 
they saw that the stone, which 
was very large, had been 
rolled back.

2 Suddenly there was a 
severe earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord descending 
from heaven came and rolled 
away the stone and sat on it.

5 Then as they went into the 
tomb, they saw a young man 
dressed in a white robe sitting 
on the right side; and they 
were alarmed.

3 His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow.

4 The guards were shaken 
and became like dead men 
because they were so afraid 
of him.

6 But he said to them, “Do not 
be alarmed. You are looking 
for Jesus the Nazarene, who 
was crucified. He has been 
raised! He is not here. Look, 
there is the place where they 
laid him.

5 But the angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid; I 
know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was crucified. 6 
He is not here, for he has 
been raised, just as he said. 
Come and see the place 
where he was lying.

7 But go, tell his disciples, 
even Peter, that he is going 
ahead of you into Galilee. You 
will see him there, just as he 
told you.”  

7 Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead. He is going 
ahead of you into Galilee. You 
will see him there.’ Listen, I 
have told you!”
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The women present 

Mark 15:40 There were also women, watching from a distance. 
Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.  
Mark 15:47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses 
saw where the body was placed.  
Mark 16:1   When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought aromatic spices 
so that they might go and anoint him. 
Matt. 27:56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee. 
Matt. 27:61 (Now Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were 
sitting there, opposite the tomb.)   
Matt. 28:1   Now after the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of 
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Mark Matthew

8 Then they went out and ran 
from the tomb, for terror and 
bewilderment had seized 
them. And they said nothing 
to anyone, because they were 
afraid.

8 So they left the tomb 
quickly, with fear and great 
joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples.

9 But Jesus met them, saying, 
“Greetings!” They came to 
him, held on to his feet and 
worshiped him. 

10 Then Jesus said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. Go and tell 
my brothers to go to Galilee. 
They will see me there.” 
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the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at 
the tomb.   
Luke 24:10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the other women with them who told this 
to the apostles.  
John 19:25   Now standing beside Jesus’ cross were his 
mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 
John 20:1   Now very early on the first day of the week, while it 
was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that 
the stone had been moved away from the entrance. 
Luke 8:1   Some time afterward he went on through towns and 
villages, preaching and proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, 2 and also some 
women who had been healed of evil spirits and disabilities: 
Mary (called Magdalene), from whom seven demons had gone 
out, 3 and Joanna the wife of Cuza (Herod’s household 
manager), Susanna, and many others who provided for them 
out of their own resources. 
NB Mary Magdalene is not otherwise mentioned in the 
Gospels. She is not the sinful woman who washed Jesus feet 
with her tears. 
Comparisons 
• Matthew is a substantial rewriting 
• Omissions and additions 
• Spices / going to anoint / omission of the stark ending 
• Angel / guards / appearance of Jesus himself 
• Language: apocalyptic imagery 

A reminder 
• There are two types of Easter stories: Empty Tomb 

Proclamation Narratives (ETP) and Resurrection Appearance 
Stories (RAN) 

• Jesus was truly raised from the dead 
• The gospels are not “reporters’ transcripts”! 
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• Each writer “adjusts” the basic story to bring out the 
meanings of interest to that community and writer 

• The writers were also creative and constructed parable-like 
stories of the Risen Lord to address needs at the time of 
writing  

Commentary 
Matt. 28:1   After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was 
dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the 
tomb. 

• Matthew simplifies Mark’s double time reference 
• Matthew drops the identification of “other” Mary  
• Matthew drops Salome 
• Mary the mother of James? 
• The buying of the spices is omitted because the go to look 

at the tomb 
• Mark 16:3 is therefore not necessary 

 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of 
the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the 
stone and sat on it.  3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow.  4 For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men.   

• Earthquakes: Matthew likes them and he has three 
earthquakes 

• Angel: apocalyptic messenger (lightning, white, snow) 
• Matthew likes angels: Mk (6), Mt (20), Lk (25), Jn (3) 
• Only in Matthew is the tomb guarded and sealed 
• Gentle irony: those who guarded the “dead” Jesus appear 

to be dead 
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5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know 
that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.  6 He is not 
here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay.  7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has 
been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for 
you.”  8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples.   

• The angel knows before the women speak 
• Who was / is crucified (the tense in Greek is special) 
• Matthew likes angels: Mark (6), Matthew (20), Luke (25), 

John (3) 
• Galilee: the place of the mission and so the place of the 

commission 
• Considerable changes here to Mark’s version 

9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 
came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.  10 
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Matthew 
Cross

Mattew 
Empty Tomb

27:51 At that moment; the 
earth shook, and the rocks 
were split; 52 The tombs also 
were opened 53 After his 
resurrection they came out of 
the tombs and entered the 
holy city and appeared to 
many 54 they were terrified

2 Suddenly, there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of 
the Lord, descending from 
heaven, came and rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. 4 for 
fear of him the guards shook 
and become like dead men

Notice the similarities: 

• Earthquake 
• Open tomb(s) 
• Terrified / for fear of him 

Matthew is joining the interpretation of the cross with the 
resurrection
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Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

• Mark has no appearance stories at all  
• This scene at the empty tomb is special to Matthew 
• Compare and contrast John 
• What is it? 
• Generally scholars say: it is constructed by Matthew 
• How did he do that? And why 

• The new story is based on the old; conservatively 
• Matthew did this before on the Gethsemane scene 
• He is making explicit the implicit in Mark 
• Although “not here”, they women encountered the Risen 

Lord 
• On their mission of proclamation, they meet Jesus 

Some conclusions 
• Matthew receives Mark 
• Matthew edits the narrative for his time and place 
• Matthew rejects Mark’s stark ending 
• Matthews adds a RAN (otherwise unattested) 

Conversation 
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Matthew (vv.1-8) Matthew (vv. 9-10)

2 And behold,  
5 But the angel said to the 
women,  
“Do not be afraid,  
7 Then go … and tell his 
disciples  
to Galilee;  
there you will see him.

 9 And behold,  
10 Then Jesus said to them,  

“Do not be afraid;  
go and tell  
my brothers  
to go to Galilee,  
and there they will see me.”
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6. THE TRANSFIGURATION 

Sequence 
• Reading for questions / observations 
• Place in Matthew 
• Genre: what kind of writing is this? 
• Background: what is the background in the Bible? 
• Place: how the story “fits” into Matthew’s Gospel 
• A word of life: Does the passage speak to us today? 

Reading 
Matt 16:28 “Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in 
his kingdom.”  
Matt 17:1   Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James 
and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by 
themselves.  2 And he was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white.  
3 Suddenly (kai idou) there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with him.  4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for 
us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one 
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  5 While he was still 
speaking, suddenly (idou) a bright cloud overshadowed them, 
and from the cloud (kai idou) a voice said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!”  6 When the 
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome 
by fear.  7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up 
and do not be afraid.”  8 And when they looked up, they saw no 
one except Jesus himself alone. 9   As they were coming down 
the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 
vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead.”  10 And the disciples asked him, “Why, then, do the 
scribes say that Elijah must come first?”  11 He replied, “Elijah is 
indeed coming and will restore all things;  12 but I tell you that 
Elijah has already come, and they did not recognise him, but 
they did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man 
is about to suffer at their hands.”  13 Then the disciples 
understood that he was speaking to them about John the 
Baptist. 
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The confession at Caesarea Philippi (16:13-20) 
 A  Passion Prediction (16:21)  
   B Critiquing Peter, instruction disciples (16:22-28) 
    C Up the mountain with 3 disciples for Transfiguration  
    (16:1-8) 
    C* Down the mountain with 3 disciples, plus echo of  
    prediction (17:9-13) 
   B* Critiquing and instructing the disciples (17:14-21) 
 A* Passion prediction (17:22-23) 

For all three accounts, see the chart on the next page.  

Background 
Exod 24:1   Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you 
and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 
Israel, and worship at a distance.  2 Moses alone shall come 
near the Lord; but the others shall not come near, and the 
people shall not come up with him.”  

Exod 24:9   Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel went up,  10 and they saw the 
God of Israel. Under his feet there was something like a 
pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness.  

Exod 24:15   Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the 
cloud covered the mountain.  16 The glory of the Lord settled 
on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the 
seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud.  17 Now the 
appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire 
on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel.  
18 Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. 
Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

Exod. 34:29   When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with 
the two tables of the testimony in his hand as he came down 
from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face 
shone because he had been talking with God.   30 And when 
Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin 
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Matthew Mark Luke

Matt. 17:1   Six days 
later, Jesus took with 
him Peter and James 
and his brother John 
and led them up a high 
mountain, by 
themselves.  2 And he 
was transfigured 
before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became 
white as light.  3 
Suddenly there 
appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, 
talking with him.  4 
Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Lord, it is good 
for us to be here; if you 
wish, I will make three 
dwellings here, one for 
you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.”  5 
While he was still 
speaking, behold a 
bright cloud 
overshadowed them, 
and from the cloud a 
voice said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved; with 
him I am well pleased; 
listen to him!”  6 When 
the disciples heard this, 
they fell to the ground 
and were overcome by 
fear.  7 But Jesus came 
and touched them, 
saying, “Get up and do 
not be afraid.”  8 And 
when they looked up, 
they saw no one except 
Jesus himself alone. 

Mark 9:2   Six days 
later, Jesus took 
with him Peter and 
James and John, 
and led them up a 
high mountain 
apart, by 
themselves. And 
he was 
transfigured 
before them,  3 
and his clothes 
became dazzling 
white, such as no 
one on earth could 
bleach them.  4 
And there 
appeared to them 
Elijah with Moses, 
who were talking 
with Jesus.  5 Then 
Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good 
for us to be here; 
let us make three 
dwellings, one for 
you, one for 
Moses, and one for 
Elijah.”  6 He did 
not know what to 
say, for they were 
terrified.  7 Then a 
cloud 
overshadowed 
them, and from the 
cloud there came a 
voice, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved; 
listen to him!”  8 
Suddenly when 
they looked 
around, they saw 
no one with them 
any more, but only 
Jesus. 

Luke 9:28   Now about 
eight days after these 
sayings Jesus took with him 
Peter and John and James, 
and went up on the 
mountain to pray.  29 And 
while he was praying, the 
appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes 
became dazzling white.  30 
Suddenly they saw two 
men, Moses and Elijah, 
talking to him.  31 They 
appeared in glory and 
were speaking of his 
departure, which he was 
about to accomplish at 
Jerusalem.  32 Now Peter 
and his companions were 
weighed down with sleep; 
but since they had stayed 
awake, they saw his glory 
and the two men who 
stood with him.  33 Just as 
they were leaving him, 
Peter said to Jesus, “Master, 
it is good for us to be here; 
let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for 
Elijah”—not knowing what 
he said.  34 While he was 
saying this, a cloud came 
and overshadowed them; 
and they were terrified as 
they entered the cloud.  35 
Then from the cloud came 
a voice that said, “This is 
my Son, my Chosen; listen 
to him!”  36 When the 
voice had spoken, Jesus 
was found alone. And they 
kept silent and in those 
days told no one any of the 
things they had seen. 
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of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him.   31 
But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the 
congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them.  

Dan 12:3 Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of 
the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the 
stars forever and ever.  

2 Esd 7:97 The sixth order, when it is shown them how their 
face is to shine like the sun, and how they are to be made like 
the light of the stars, being incorruptible from then on.  

2 Apoc Barch 51:1 And it shall come to pass, when that 
appointed day has gone by, that then shall the aspect of those 
who are condemned be afterwards changed, and the glory of 
those who are justified. 2 For the aspect of those who now act 
wickedly shall become worse than it is, as they shall suffer 
torment. 3 Also (as for) the glory of those who have now been 
justified in My law, who have had understanding in their life, 
and who have planted in their heart the root of wisdom, then 
their splendour shall be glorified in changes, and the form of 
their face shall be turned into the light of their beauty, that they 
may be able to acquire and receive the world which does not 
die, which is then promised to them.  

Deut 18:15   The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among your own people; you shall heed such a 
prophet. [= LXX: you shall listen to him]  

Mal 4:5   Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord comes.  

1 Kgs 19:8 He [= Elijah] got up, and ate and drank; then he 
went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to 
Horeb [= Sinai] the mount of God.   

2 Kgs 2:11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of 
fi re and horses of fi re separated the two of them, and Elijah 
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.  12 Elisha kept watching 
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and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped 
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  

Deut 34:6 He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, 
opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this 
day. cf. The Assumption of Moses 

Lev 23:39   Now, the fi fteenth day of the seventh month, when 
you have gathered in the produce of the land, you shall keep 
the festival of the Lord, lasting seven days; a complete rest on 
the first day, and a complete rest on the eighth day.  40 On the 
first day you shall take the fruit of majestic trees, branches of 
palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and 
you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days.  41 
You shall keep it as a festival to the Lord seven days in the year; 
you shall keep it in the seventh month as a statute forever 
throughout your generations.  42 You shall live in booths for 
seven days; all that are citizens in Israel shall live in booths,  43 
so that your generations may know that I made the people of 
Israel live in booths when I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt: I am the Lord your God.  

Lev 23:44   Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the 
appointed festivals of the Lord.  

Isa 42:1     Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

Genre 
• Theophany: a vision of the future glorious Risen One 
• Resurrection story 
• Vision of the end 
• Moses typology (next slide) 
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Moses typology from Exodus 24 and 34 (plus Deuteronomy 18) 

• Six days later (24:16) 
• A mountain (24:12, 15–18; 34:3) 
• A select group (24:1) 
• The shining face/skin (34:29–35) 
• Bright cloud (24:15–18; 34:5) 
• Voice from the cloud (24:16) 
• Fear of the bystanders (34:29–30).  
• Listen to him (17:5), is from Deut. 18:15 

• Matthew: “horama” (v.9) i.e. dream-like visionary experience 
• Only other use: Acts 7:31; 9:10, 12; 10:3, 17, 19; 11:5; 12:9; 

16:9–10; 18:9 
• A horama sometimes pre-enacts a future event (cf. Acts 

10:9-10; 19) 

x. Prelude (16:28) 
 a. Narrative introduction (v.1) 
    b. Jesus is transfigured (vv.2-3) 
       c. Peter’s response (v.4) 
          d. The divine voice (v.5) 
       c*. The disciples’ response (v.6) 
    b*. Jesus speaks (v.7) 
 a*. Narrative conclusion (v.8) 
x. Postlude (v.9) 

• Matthew, Mark and Luke tell the same basic story, which is 
one of transformation in prayer, a mystical moment, in which 
some of the disciples are involved. It bridges the time 
between the Baptism and the Resurrection.  

• After that basic account, each writer shapes the story for his 
own particular goals. In Mark, it is to encourage the disciples 
on the way of the Cross. In Luke, it is a moment of prayer, 
marking the departure of Moses and Elijah. 

• Our Gospel, Matthew, invests the story with apocalyptic 
language (transfigured, face shone like the sun, dazzling 
white, touched), thus letting the reader know that Jesus is of 
ultimate significance in God’s plan for human history and so 
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also for us.  
• Matthew recounts the Transfiguration as an apocalyptic 

vision, one of those “moments” of transcendence and 
transformation, never to be forgotten. The concentric 
pattern tells us that the centre is v. 5, that the divine voice is 
given a central role. 

Place: immediate context 
Matt 16:28 “Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in 
his kingdom.” 
  
Matt 17:10 And the disciples asked him, “Why, then, do the 
scribes say that Elijah must come first?”  11 He replied, “Elijah is 
indeed coming and will restore all things;  12 but I tell you that 
Elijah has already come, and they did not recognise him, but 
they did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man 
is about to suffer at their hands.”  13 Then the disciples 
understood that he was speaking to them about John the 
Baptist.  

Place: baptism, temptation, call 
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.”  (Matthew 3:17) 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain (horon 
upsēlon lian) and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendour;  (Matthew 4:8) 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 
the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow 
me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two 
other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in 
the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he 
called them.  (Matthew 4:18–21) 
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Place: Gethsemane, the cross 
He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and 
began to be grieved and agitated.  (Matthew 26:37)  

And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and 
prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; 
yet not what I want but what you want.”  (Matthew 26:39)  

Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My 
Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 
done.” (Matthew 26:42) 

Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping 
watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, 
they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s 
Son!”  (Matthew 27:54) 

Place: resurrection 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And 
suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is 
my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 
be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 
will see me.”  (Matthew 28:1–10) 

Limited number; mountain chosen by Jesus; seeing Jesus; 
Jesus coming to them; Jesus commanding them; ties to Daniel; 
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ties to the resurrection; special use of “kai idou”). 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they 
worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said 
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:16–20) 

And so… 
• The story of itself is “of manifold meanings” 
• Already, there are rich OT associations 
• Matthew has edited the text carefully 
• Matthew has integrated it into his macro text 
• So, at his hands, new meanings 
• Chief changes: vv. 6-7 and the vv. 10-13 

A word of life 
• “The whole history of Christian ethics could be written as a 

commentary on the Transfiguration.” (G.B. Caird) 
• Jesus is in continuity with OT revelation; but, his words have 

a final and incomparable authority. 
• The cross is the path to the resurrection: vv. 10-13. 
• Special religious experience and the everyday 
• This final conversation really points to Mt 28:16-20 

Rereading 
See page 49 

A word of life 
• Role of religious experience 
• Encountering Jesus 
• Listening to him 
• Engaging with Jesus in the everyday 

Conversation 
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7. THE CONFESSION OF PETER 

Sequence 
• Reading the passage 
• Comparisons the other Gospels 
• Observations 
• The historical Jesus 
• Commentary 
• Conclusions 
• Conversation 

Reading the passage 
Matt 16:13   When Jesus came to the area of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?” 14 They answered, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
17 And Jesus answered him, “You are blessed, Simon son of 
Jonah, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but 
my Father in heaven! 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will have been bound in 
heaven, and whatever you release on earth will have been 
released in heaven.” 20 Then he instructed his disciples not to 
tell anyone that he was the Christ. 

Matt 18:18   “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth 
will have been bound in heaven, and whatever you release on 
earth will have been released in heaven. 
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Matthew Mark Luke John

Matt 16:13 
When Jesus 
came to the 
area of 
Caesarea 
Philippi, he 
asked his 
disciples, “Who 
do people say 
that the Son of 
Man is?” 14 
They answered, 
“Some say 
John the 
Baptist, others 
Elijah, and 
others 
Jeremiah or 
one of the 
prophets.” 15 
He said to 
them, “But who 
do you say that 
I am?” 16 
Simon Peter 
answered, “You 
are the Christ, 
the Son of the 
living God.” 

Mark 8:27 
Then Jesus 
and his 
disciples went 
to the villages 
of Caesarea 
Philippi. On 
the way he 
asked his 
disciples, 
“Who do 
people say 
that I am?” 28 
They said, 
“John the 
Baptist, others 
say Elijah, and 
still others, 
one of the 
prophets.” 29 
He asked 
them, “But 
who do you 
say that I am?” 
Peter 
answered 
him, “You are 
the Christ.” 

Luke 9:18 
Once when 
Jesus was 
praying by 
himself, and his 
disciples were 
nearby, he 
asked them, 
“Who do the 
crowds say that 
I am?” 19 They 
answered, 
“John the 
Baptist; others 
say Elijah; and 
still others that 
one of the 
prophets of 
long ago has 
risen.” 20 Then 
he said to 
them, “But who 
do you say that 
I am?” Peter 
answered, “The 
Christ of God.” 

John 6:66 After 
this many of his 
disciples quit 
following him 
and did not 
accompany him 
any longer. 67 
So Jesus said to 
the twelve, “You 
don’t want to go 
away too, do 
you?” 68 Simon 
Peter answered 
him, “Lord, to 
whom would we 
go? You have the 
words of eternal 
life. 69 We have 
come to believe 
and to know that 
you are the Holy 
One of God!”

17 And Jesus 
answered him, 
“You are 
blessed, Simon 
son of Jonah, 
because flesh 
and blood did 
not reveal this 
to you, but my 
Father in 
heaven! 
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Matthew Mark Luke John

18 And I tell 
you that you 
are Peter, and 
on this rock I 
will build my 
church, and the 
gates of Hades 
will not 
overpower it.

John 1:42 
Andrew brought 
Simon to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at 
him and said, 
“You are Simon, 
the son of John. 
You will be 
called 
Cephas” (which 
is translated 
Peter). Cf John  
21:15-17

19 I will give 
you the keys of 
the kingdom of 
heaven. 
Whatever you 
bind on earth 
will have been 
bound in 
heaven, and 
whatever you 
release on 
earth will have 
been released 
in heaven.”   

John 20:22 And 
after he said this, 
he breathed on 
them and said, 
“Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23 If 
you forgive 
anyone’s sins, 
they are 
forgiven; if you 
retain anyone’s 
sins, they are 
retained.”

20 Then he 
instructed his 
disciples not to 
tell anyone that 
he was the 
Christ.

30 Then he 
warned them 
not to tell 
anyone about 
him.

21 But he 
forcefully 
commanded 
them not to tell 
this to anyone,
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Matthew (ESV) Mark (ESV)

Matt 16:13   Now when Jesus 
came into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son 
of Man is?”

Mark 8:27   And Jesus went on 
with his disciples to the villages 
of Caesarea Philippi. And on 
the way he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am?”

14 And they said, “Some say John 
the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.”

28 And they told him, “John the 
Baptist; and others say, Elijah; 
and others, one of the 
prophets.”

15 He said to them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
replied, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.”

29 And he asked them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered him, “You are 
the Christ.”

17 And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven.

18 And I tell you, you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.

19 I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.”

20 Then he strictly charged the 
disciples to tell no one that he was 
the Christ.

 30 And he strictly charged 
them to tell no one about him.
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General remarks 
• This story is Matthew’s version of Mark 8:27-30. There is a 

parallel version in  Luke 9:18-20 (a typically different 
reception of the same tradition can be found in John 
6:66-68).  

• It is clear across the New Testament that Peter was a key 
figure in the early church—all four Gospels, the letters of Paul 
and the Acts of the Apostles assure us of this.  

• The foundation for this role is not simply in the call of Jesus 
or in resurrection appearances to Peter, but in his confession 
of Jesus’ identity in the scene at Caesarea Philippi.  

• (The “Petrine office” of the bishop of Rome finds its 
theological grounding in vv. 18-19.) 

Binding and loosing 
• The sentence about binding and losing is repeated in Matt 

18:18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. 

• This may well reflect the emergence of a church structure in 
the areas around Antioch and Syria associated with Peter 
and with the writing of this Gospel.  

• This is the only Gospel to use the technical term 
“assembly” (= church) and it preserves five blocks of unique 
material about Peter (Matt. 14:28-31; 15:15-20; 16:18-19; 
17:24-27; 18:21-22). 

Expectations at the time 
• The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 

from among you–from your fellow Israelites; you must listen 
to him.  (Deuteronomy 18:15 NET) 

• “Remember the law of my servant Moses, to whom at Horeb 
I gave rules and regulations for all Israel to obey. Look, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible 
day of the Lord arrives.  (Malachi 4:4–5 NET) 

• I was watching in the night visions, “And with the clouds of 
the sky one like a son of man was approaching. He went up 
to the Ancient of Days and was escorted before him.  
(Daniel 7:13 NET) 
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• There is a major problem with the expression “anointed” 

Anointed 
• No text of the Hebrew Bible speaks of the expectation of a 

“messiah”, an anointed one, in that precise language.  
• Anointed: priests, kings and prophets. 
• To find what people were expecting, it is necessary to go 

outside the text of the bible and a look at other Jewish 
writings of the time.  

• Three are important: The Psalms of Solomon, The 
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs and the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. 

• We glance briefly at the Psalms of Solomon and the Dead 
Sea Scrolls.  

Psalms of Solomon 
Ps Solomon 17:32 And he will be a righteous king over them, 
taught by God.  
There will be no unrighteousness among them in his days,  
for all shall be holy,  
and their king shall be the Lord Messiah. 

Ps Solomon 18:0   A Psalm of Solomon About the Lord Messiah 
18:5 May God cleanse Israel for the day of mercy in blessing,  
or the appointed day when his Messiah will reign. 
18:7 (which will be) under the rod of discipline of the Lord 
Messiah,  
in the fear of his God,  
in wisdom of spirit,  
and of righteousness and of strength. 

Dead Sea Scrolls 
The DSS contain some 15 references to a messiah / anointed 
one: CD 12:23; 14:19; 19:10; 20:1; 1QS 9:11; 1QSa 2:12, 14, 
20; 1Q30 f1:2; 4Q252 5:3; 4Q266 f10i:12; 4Q269 f11i:2; 
4Q521 f2ii+4:1; f9:3 

…ntil the appearance of the Messi]ah of Aaron and of Israel, so 
that their iniquity may be atoned for. [Cereal offering and sin 
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offering …] (Cd 14:19) 
 doing so until there come the Prophet and the Messiahs of 
Aaron and Israel.  (1Qs 9:11) 
 [and the thous]ands of Israel are “the feet,” until the Righteous 
Messiah, the Branch of David, has come.  (4Q252 5:3) 

The historical Jesus 
• The historical Jesus had a ministry “the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel”. Go instead to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.  (Matthew 10:6); So he answered, “I was sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  (Matthew 15:24).  

• The historical Jesus forbade a ministry beyond the limits of 
Israel:   Jesus sent out these twelve, instructing them as 
follows: “Do not go to Gentile regions and do not enter any 
Samaritan town.” (Matthew 10:5 NT). 

• The historical Jesus encountered very few non-Jews in the 
course of his ministry. 

• The full list is: centurion with his son/servant; the centurion 
at the cross; the Syro-Phoenician woman; the Samaritan 
woman; Pilate. Not all these are historical in the usual sense. 

• In the Gospels, the word “church” (assembly) occurs only in 
Matthew in two places:   And I tell you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overpower it.  (Matthew 16:18 NET) If he 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. If he refuses to 
listen to the church, treat him like a Gentile or a tax collector. 
(Matthew 18:17 NET). 

• As such the term is neutral, meaning assembly. 
• Earliest usage comes from Paul, who needs to specify the 

church of God. 
• It is historically unlike that the historical Jesus foresaw (a) a 

separation from Judaism (b) a new religion and (c) a time of 
“church”. 

• Ministries evolved differently in the various churches.  
• The Twelve constitute a symbolic acts (and lose their 

importance early) 
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• Styles of ministry: Paul, Matthew, Luke, the Pastorals, Ignatius 
of Antioch 

• Even the ministry of Peter is evaluated retrospectively  
• Jesus did send out disciples / apostles. 
• It is, however, historically unlike that Jesus set up church 

structures of any kind — these evolved over time, especially 
in the post-Pauline churches.  

• While one perhaps could not exclude the possibility that 
Jesus might have thought of building a church in the very 
restricted sense of organising a people in preparation for 
the imminent end, the reference to the “gates of Hades” not 
prevailing over the church does seem to suggest a 
permanence which would go beyond the supposed 
intentions of the earthly Jesus.  

• The intentions expressed here cohere more closely with 
those post-resurrectional appearances described previously 
as “church-founding.” 

The beatitude 
• And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-

Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed (this) to you, 
but my Father who is in heaven”’ (16:17).  

• This verse adds strength to the suggestion that we may be 
dealing with an originally post-resurrectional context. The 
clause, “flesh and blood has not revealed [apokalyptein] this 
to you” is remarkably similar to Paul’s description of his 
experience with the resurrected Jesus in Gal 1:16: when 
God “was pleased to reveal [apokalyptein] his Son to me [ … 
] I did not confer with flesh and blood.”  

• Both Matthew and Galatians contrast a revelation from God 
with mere human information (“flesh and blood”).  

• In all likelihood neither is dependent on the other; more 
probably, both have taken up a traditional way of describing 
post-resurrectional appearances. 

Church building 
• And I tell you, you are Peter; and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against 
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it” (16:18).  
• The argument for a pre-Matthean origin for the basic 

material contained in this verse is strengthened by the 
recognition of an Aramaic substratum lying behind 
Matthew’s Greek. In Aramaic the Greek play on the word 
“Peter” is marked by an identity: “You are Kepha and upon 
this kepha I will build my church.”  

• Further, the Semitisms, “gates of Hades” as well as “flesh and 
blood” and “bind and loose,” all suggest that 16:17–19 
originated in an Aramaic-speaking environment.  

• The setting of this verse is in all probability post-
resurrectional encounter of some kind.  

Identity of Jesus 
• In Mark, Caesarea Philippi is a point of arrive and departure.  
• In Matthew, the disciples have already worshipped Jesus, so 

this scene is not the dramatic break-through it is in Mark.  
• Rather, it has to do with church organisation and authority.  
• A new community is coming into being, distinct from those 

who oppose and reject it. 
• The extra verses about Peter are regarded by the majority of 

biblical scholars as either pre-Matthean or Matthean. In any 
case, they do not go back to the historical Jesus.  

A glance across Matthew’s Gospel 
• A matching text 
• A background in the Old Testament 
• A foreground in Matthew 

Matt 11:25   At that time Jesus declared,  
a. “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,  
b. that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding  
c. and revealed them to little children;  
… 
27  a. All things have been handed over to me by my Father,  
b. and no one knows the Son except the Father,  
c. and no one knows the Father except the Son  
…. 
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Matt 16:17 And Jesus answered him,  
a. “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!  
b. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,  
c. but my Father who is in heaven.  

18 a. And I tell you, you are Peter,  
b. and on this rock I will build my church,  
c. and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  

19 a. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,  
b. and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,  
c. and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

Condemnation of the “wise” = Matthew 11:25-27 
Isa 29:14  …therefore, behold, I will again 
do wonderful things with this people, 
with wonder upon wonder; 
and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, 
and the discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden. 

Condemnation of the religious leadership = Mt 16:17-19 
Isa 28:14    Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scoffers, 
  who rule this people in Jerusalem! 
15  Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with 
death, 
and with Sheol we have an agreement, 
when the overwhelming whip passes through 
it will not come to us, 
for we have made lies our refuge, 
and in falsehood we have taken shelter”; 
16  therefore thus says the Lord God, 
“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, 
a stone, a tested stone, 
a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: 
‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’ 
17  And I will make justice the line, 
and righteousness the plumb line; 
and hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, 
and waters will overwhelm the shelter.” 
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18  Then your covenant with death will be annulled, 
and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; 
when the overwhelming scourge passes through, 
you will be beaten down by it.  

A transfer of authority 
Matt 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

Matt 18:18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. 

Matt 23:13   “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s 
faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who 
would enter to go in. 

Some conclusions 
• In contrast with continuing Pharisaic Judaism under Rabbi 

Johannan ben Zakkai, which had made it compromises with 
the the imperial power of the Day.  

• Matthew’s context: separation from the Jewish matrix.  
• The new, emerging community will not lack a teaching 

voice. 
• This community takes the place of the Temple 
• Who will teach with authority then? 
• In Antioch, Peter had indeed been especially active.  

Commentary 
Matt 16:13   Now when Jesus came into the district of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?” 
     
• The sacred nature may contrast with the confession here.  
• “Son of Man” (added) is used in the strong sense based 

Daniel.  

www.tarsus.ie



70

Matt 16:14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others 
say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

• The list reflects Biblical expectations based on Deuteronomy 
and Malachi. 

• Alone in the Gospels, Matthew names the prophet Jeremiah 
and seems to have a special interest in him (Matt 2:17; 
16:14; 27:9).  

Matt 16:15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
16 Simon Peter replied, a“You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 

• V. 15 speaks to us directly.  
• Christ: as we saw, Jews at the time did indeed have 

expectations of a messiah or messiahs, of some kind.  
• Son of the Living God: later Christian confession, put back 

on the lips of the historical Peter.  

Matt 16:17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father who is in heaven.  

• A beatitude.  
• Note the use of Aramaic. 
• Flesh and blood: semitic expression.  
• Revealed: apokalyptein.  
• Cf. post-Easter appears to Paul, as we saw above.  
• NB cf. Matthew 11:25-27.  

Matt 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it. 

• Gates of Hell = the realm of the dead, which no human can 
conquer but which cannot prevail against the church of 
Christ.  

• Petros / petra 
• Church: unique to Matthew 
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• NB my church. 
• Gate of Hell: why would the gate of hell prevail against 

anything?  
• Context: Antioch on the Orontes, with the emerging church 

and Peter’s historical role.  

Ecumenical consensus 
• In ecumenical biblical studies since Vatican II, the following 

consensus has been reached.  
• (a) The church is build on the foundation of Peter (>< 

previous Protestant readings) 
• (b) That role of Peter was unique and unrepeatable (>< 

previous Roman Catholic readings) 
• There is no need for a polemical reading of the passage.  
• The teaching at the time of Matthew is: “the promise of 

Christ to build his church on the likes of Peter despite the 
forces of death arrayed against it.” (M. Eugene Boring) 

Matt 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  

 = Mt 18:17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. 
And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you 
as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

• Not to do with the afterlife! 
• Rather, Peter as the chief teacher after the departure of 

Jesus.  
• “Binding and loosing” = rabbinic terminology for 

authoritative teaching.  
• Peter had the capacity to make authoritative decision 

regarding the Christian life in the name of Jesus. 

Matt 16:20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one 
that he was the Christ. 
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• This is really a hang-over from Mark’s “Messianic Secret”.  

Conversation 

www.tarsus.ie



73

8. THE BEATITUDES 

Sequence 
• Reminder: how the Gospels were written 
• Layout of the Sermon 
• What is a “Beatitude”? 
• Matthew 8+1 
• Commentary 
• Conversation 

How the Gospels were written 
See page 6.  

• 252 verses = the Sayings Sources (Quelle) 
• Q survives only in Matthew and Luke 
• Q written, probably, in  Palestine, in Greek 

The sources and layout 
• Sources for all five discourses in Matthew 
• Source for the Sermon on the Mount in particular 
• Material found in Mark, Matthew and Luke (triple tradition) 
• Material found in Mark and Matthew (double tradition) 
• Material found in both Matthew and Luke (Q source) 
• Material special to Matthew himself (M - found nowhere 

else) 

Layout of Matthew’s Gospel 
See page 7.  

Sources for the Sermon 
See page 27 and 28. 

Structure of the Sermon 
See page 29 

What is a “beatitude”? 
• Beatus = the Latin for happy or blessed 
• There are over 55 “happy” sentences in the Old Testament 
• Psalms: 25 
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• Wisdom books: 10 
• “Catholics books”: 15 
• Other books: 6 
• Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the 

wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat 
of scoffers; (Psalms 1:1) 

• Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight in 
his commandments.  (Psalms 112:1) 

• Happy are those who persevere and attain the thousand 
three hundred thirty-five days.  (Daniel 12:12) 

• In the New Testament, there are 44 Beatitudes 
• Matthew: 13 
• Luke: 15 
• John: 2 
• Revelation: 7 
• Romans, James, and 1 Peter: 7 

(Leaving out the famous 8 Beatitudes) 
• Commitment to Jesus (Luke 7:23; 10:23; 11:27, 28; Matt 

11:6; 13:16),  
• Acts of discipleship (Luke 1:45; Matt 16:17) 
• Obedience and belief (John 13:17; 20:29)  
• Preparedness for Jesus’ return to establish God’s empire 

(Luke 12:37, 38, 43; 14:14, 15; 23:29; Matt 24:46) 

Luke’s Beatitudes and Woes 
• The context is different (mountain / plain) 
• Luke offers 3 + 1 Beatitudes 
• Luke includes 3 + 1 Woes 

Luke 6:17    He came down with them and stood on a level 
place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude 
of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and 
Sidon.  18 They had come to hear him and to be healed of their 
diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits 
were cured.  19 And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, 
for power came out from him and healed all of them.  
20  Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
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 “Blessed are you who are poor, 
  for yours is the kingdom of God.  
21  “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
  for you will be filled. 
 “Blessed are you who weep now, 
  for you will laugh.  

Luke 6:22    “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when 
they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the 
Son of Man.  23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely 
your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors 
did to the prophets.  
24  “But woe to you who are rich, 
  for you have received your consolation.  
25  “Woe to you who are full now, 
  for you will be hungry. 
 “Woe to you who are laughing now, 
  for you will mourn and weep.  

Luke 6:26   “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is 
what their ancestors did to the false prophets. 

Matthew’s Beatitudes 

Matt 5:3   “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the   
 kingdom of heaven.  
Matt 5:4   “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be   
 comforted.  
Matt 5:5   “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
Matt 5:6   “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for   
 righteousness, for they will be filled.  
Matt 5:7   “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
Matt 5:8   “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
Matt 5:9   “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called  
 children of God.  
Matt 5:10   “Blessed are those who are persecuted for   
 righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of   
 heaven.  
Matt 5:11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and 
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persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account.  12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.  
  
Earlier Forms (Q) 
• Can we go behind to detect the Q form? 
• Omitting the obvious additions 
• Noticing the tendencies of each writing 
• Probably include the “woes” 
• The core number become three beatitudes 
• Broadly: Matthew has preserved the form of the beatitude; 

Luke has preserved the sequence and the words 

Q and Matthew 
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Q Version Matthew

Q 6:20 Blessed are the poor 
for of them is the Kingdom of 
God

Matt. 5:3 Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  

Q 6:21b Blessed are the 
mourners for they shall be 
consoled

Matt. 5:4 Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. 

Q 6:21a Blessed are the 
hungry for they shall be 
satisfied

Matt. 5:6 Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 
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Matthew 8+1 (see pages 75-76) 

First Beatitude 
Matt 5:3   “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  

• Contradicts the usual idea of happiness (even in the Bible) 
and the usual idea of power (both religious and civil - e.g. 
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Matthew Q Q Luke

3  Μακάριοι οἱ 
πτωχοὶ τῷ 
πνεύματι, 
  ὅτι αὐτῶν 
ἐστιν ἡ 
βασιλεία τῶν 
οὐρανῶν.

6:20 <...> καὶ 
⟦ἐπάρ⟧ας 
το⟦ὺς 
ὀφθαλμοὺς⟧ 
αὐτοῦ ⟦εἰς 
τοὺς⟧ 
μαθητὰ⟦ς⟧ 
αὐτοῦ ..λέγ...· 
μακάριοι οἱ 
πτωχοί, ὅτι 
⟦ὑμετέρα⟧ 
ἐστὶν ἡ 
βασιλεία τοῦ 
θεοῦ.

20 <...> And 
⟦rais⟧ing his 
⟦eyes to⟧ his 
disciples he 
said:  

Blessed are 
⟦«you»⟧ poor, 
for God’s 
reign is for 
⟦you⟧.

Luke 6:20  Καὶ 
αὐτὸς ἐπάρας 
τοὺς 
ὀφθαλμοὺς 
αὐτοῦ εἰς τοὺς 
μαθητὰς 
αὐτοῦ ἔλεγεν, 
 Μακάριοι οἱ 
πτωχοί, 
  ὅτι ὑμετέρα 
ἐστὶν ἡ 
βασιλεία τοῦ 
θεοῦ.

6  μακάριοι οἱ 
πεινῶντες καὶ 
διψῶντες τὴν 
δικαιοσύνην, 
ὅτι αὐτοὶ 
χορτασθήσοντ
αι.

21 μακάριοι οἱ 
πεινῶντες, ὅτι 
χορτασθήσ⟦εσ
θε⟧.

21 Blessed 
are ⟦«you»⟧ 
who hunger, 
for ⟦you⟧ will 
eat ⟦your⟧ fill.

21  μακάριοι οἱ 
πεινῶντες νῦν, 
  ὅτι 
χορτασθήσεσθ
ε.

  4  μακάριοι οἱ 
πενθοῦντες, 
  ὅτι αὐτοὶ 
παρακληθήσον
ται.

μακάριοι οἱ 
⟦πενθ⟧ο⟦ῦ⟧
ντες, ὅτι 
⟦παρακληθήσ
<εσθε>⟧

Blessed are 
⟦«you»⟧ who 
⟦mourn⟧, for 
⟦<you> will 
be consoled⟧.

μακάριοι οἱ 
κλαίοντες νῦν, 
  ὅτι γελάσετε.
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the Roman empire) 
• Compare: the “pious poor” in Ps 14:6; 22:24; 25:16; 34:6; 

40:17; 69:29. 
• God’s special care for the poor: God's special care for the 

poor: Ex 22:25-27; 23:11; Lev 19:9-10; Deut 15:7-11 and Is 
61:1 (Mt makes a direct allusion to this text at 11:5). 

• Poor in spirit = people who know their need of God 
• Kingdom of heaven = God reverses their present troubles; 

NB the present tense - the Kingdom of God is theirs already 

Second Beatitude 
Matt 5:4   “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted.  

• Contradicts the usual idea of unhappiness! 
• To mourn means to feel the pain — to be able to name it. 

Usually, the “royal system” prefers people to shut up, but the 
“prophetic system” allows people to speak. 

• Compare:     The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because 
the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good 
news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and the 
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn 
(Isaiah 61:1–2) 

• Comforted: God will reverse their present state of suffering.  
The beatitudes and the reversals that accompany them 
serve in the sermon as an invitation to enter into God’s care, 
because one can know God cares for those who turn to him. 

Third Beatitude 
Matt 5:5   “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

• This is really the same as Mt 5:3, because at the word of 
poor and “meek” are the same in the Old Testament. Again, 
the Beatitudes it against power and the abuse of power.  

• The reward, however, is different. Now such people have 
nothing and in that future they will inherit the earth. 

• Compare:  But the meek shall inherit the land, and delight 
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themselves in abundant prosperity. (Psalms 37:11) 
Fourth Beatitude 
Matt 5:6   “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled.  

• This might sound spiritual, but is also quite political. To want 
what is right with a real burning desire… 

• Originally it was much shorter and sharper: Matt. 5:6 
“Blessed are the hungry for they shall be satisfied 

• Cf.     Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to an 
inhabited town; hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within 
them. Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his 
wonderful works to humankind. For he satisfies the thirsty, 
and the hungry he fills with good things. (Psalms 107:4–5, 8–
9) 

• Righteousness is very important for Matthew:  5;6, 20; 6:1, 
33; also 3:15 and 21:32.   

• Compare: Isa 32:6-7; 58:6-7, 9-10; Ezek 18:7, 16 

Fifth Beatitude 
Matt 5:7   “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

• Special to Matthew, reflecting his insistence on both mercy 
and forgiveness. You could make up an “anti Beatitude”: 
happy those who never show the “weakness” of 
forgiveness!! 

• Compare:  Those who despise their neighbours are sinners, 
but happy are those who are kind to the poor.  (Proverbs 
14:21) 

• For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you; but if you do not forgive others, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  (Matthew 
6:14–15) 

• Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member 
of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As 
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.  (Matthew 18:21–22)  

• NB the parable of the unjust steward in Matthew 18:21-35 
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Sixth Beatitude 
Matt 5:8   “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

• Compare:     Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who 
shall stand in his holy place? Those who have clean hands 
and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is 
false, and do not swear deceitfully.  (Psalms 24:3–4)  

• Truly God is good to the upright, to those who are pure in 
heart.  (Psalms 73:1) 

• Against externals: You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside 
of the cup, so that the outside also may become clean.  
(Matthew 23:26) 

• Cf. “You have hear it said, but I say to you…” 
• Compare:    Now that you have purified your souls by your 

obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
love, love one another deeply from the heart.  (1Peter 1:22) 

Seventh Beatitude 
Matt 5:9   “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.  

• Shalom = good relationships, health and fertility 
• The Roman empire was, of course, maintained by violence 

(as always).  
• Compare:     Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they 

prosper who love you. Peace be within your walls, and 
security within your towers.” For the sake of my relatives and 
friends I will say, “Peace be within you.” For the sake of the 
house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. (Psalms 
122:6–9) 

• If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it 
is not worthy, let your peace return to you.  (Matthew 10:13) 

Eighth Beatitude 
Matt 5:10   “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

• Persecution was an experience of the early church (not 
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during the ministry of Jesus). This beatitude is also quite 
political — being willing to pay personally for what is right 
and just. 

• Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of 
whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your 
synagogues and pursue from town to town (Matthew 23:34) 

• “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous.  (Matthew 5:43–45) 

• The final phrases “closes” the list of eight Beatitudes 

Ninth Beatitude 
Matt 5:11   “Blessed are you when people revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account.  12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.  

• Sounds like an expansion of no. 8. and surely reflects the 
experience of the early church…and not only the early 
church! 

• NB “falsely” and “on my account” 
• “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 

build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the graves of 
the righteous, and you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our 
ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in 
shedding the blood of the prophets.’  (Matthew 23:29–30) 

Practical applications 
• My own spirituality of discipleship 
• My own way of coping with “life” and “events” 
• My approach to people in general 
• My approach to ministry and service 
• Good source: Enzo Bianchi on the Beatitudes.  

www.tarsus.ie



82

The Anti-Beatitudes 

• Blessed are the “masters-of-the-universe” who assume that 
the whole world revolves around them. 

• Blessed are the pleasure seekers, the party animals, and the 
15-minutes-of-fame wannabes. 

• Blessed are the arrogant, the self-absorbed, and the “my-
way-or-the-highway” gang. 

• Blessed are those whose sport cars display a bumper sticker 
that says, “He who dies with the most toys wins.” 

• Blessed are the cruel, the vicious, and the terrorists who 
devote their best energy to creative destruction. 

• Blessed are the smut peddlers, the artisans of perversion, 
and those who deface every good thing they touch. 

• Blessed are the quarrelsome, the vengeful, and the 
gangsters always spoiling for a fight. 

• Blessed are the guilty who never get caught, or if they do, 
get off on a technicality. 

• Blessed are the trash-talkers, the bullies, and those who start 
false rumours. May they strut around, confident in the fact 
that they are entitled to whatever they can get, and allowed 
to push their way to the front of the line. 

Conversation 
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Soli Deo Gloria


