Reading in worship is not just a function, but a
service to the worshipping community, with some
very practical dimensions

TO HEAR AND UNDERSTAND SO AS
TO BE HEARD AND UNDERSTOOD

This involves checking again

do | understand the reading?

- What is the overall sense of it?
Are there difficult words in it?

. What is the mood - glad or sad,
Joyful or threatening...?

Depending on the nature of the Scripture
passage different tones are appropriate.

Other, even more practical, aspects are speed,
audibility, eye-contact and the use of microphones.
It helps when reading aloud to be aware of the key
sentence or images that you wish to communicate.

NOW YOU ARE GOING TO
PROCLAIM THE WORD.......

You have read the Scripture passage, prayed it, reflected
on it, studied it, now to proclaim it. . .

i)

Practice reading it aloud several times in the

translation used in the church. Check pronunciation
and work out where to take breath. If possible, ask a
friend to listen to you.

See if you can get into the church during the week to
find out what it feels like to read there - in a large place,
you need to read slowly and distinctly. This may sound
strange to you until you get used to it, but it really does
help others to hear better. Take your friend with you.

iii) If there is a microphone, don't stand too near it or

If

there will be ‘feed back’ and don't stand too far away
or it won't ‘catch’ you - get a moment to test it. It is
someone else's responsibility to ensure that the
microphone is there and working, not yours, so don't
worry!

there is no microphone, it is even more important to

speak slowly and clearly as if you are talking to that

.person at the very back of the church.

The National Bible Society of Ireland
Bestseller Bookshop
41 Dawson Street, Dublin 2

The Bible Society bookshop Bestseller offers a very
good range of books and resources on Scripture and
worship. On our web page you will find further helpful
background information on the Scriptures and also a list

of resources to assist with reading the Scriptures aloud.
tel 01 - 677 3272

fax 01 - 671 0040
email nbsi@natbibsoc.iol.ie

www.biblesociety.ie
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We believe that reading in worship is a

 ministry to the community gathered in

prayer, a service which is qift also to the
e mdmdual reader.

PRAYER |

Since reading in a setting of prayer is life-giving,
it helps that we, as readers, don't treat the
reading simply as a task, but rather, as a part of
our relationship with God. Thus, it is good to
begin, not with study or pronunciation, but in a
spirit of prayerful reflection. This could be very
simple - in an appropriate place and, perhaps,
calling on the Holy Spirit to be with us. Then
quietly and slowly read the passage several
times. :

The reader could choose ffom a variety of
possible steps: does the reading evoke a
personal memory? Is there a word that touches

‘me deeply? What images or feelings are
| _'summonad up by the reading? What is my mood
‘at present and what is the mood of the reading?

This mulling over should take some time, so that

i come to the Word of God with my whole self.

REFLECTION

As the reading progresses, it may be that there
are things in the text which are unclear or
upsetting or puzzling. Sometimes a word of
explanation is needed to shed light on a story
or teaching, within its own time and place, so
that the Scriptures can speak today. The best
approach here is to identify as well as ybu can
your own questions and then seek help’ Often,
it is useful to ask some of the follow:ng
questions: /

When and Wbere was fha passage wntten'f‘
. What was happening at the ﬂme?

! How does the __textﬁtmro the .'?ook d comes

e
> we hear it diﬁersn#y today?
Ddas the reading reflect a _shared humm
' axpad eay |

_Sometimes the notes in your Bible wiII be

helpful. Otherwise, some other resources could
be used such as a small Bible dictionary or a
commentary. There is also much helpful
material available on the internet. The Bible
Society can help you further too (see reverse
for details).

s within? So also no one comprehends what is truly
b

Qur prayerful wondering can move forward with
different questions:

L Am I anaauraged challenged, affirmed by this reading?

Does the reading touch my life?
~ Perhaps one word “jumps off the page” for me?
' s there a word for the community today?

We should set aside some time later to pray the
reading again and let this word of God be part of
God's relationship with us and of ours with God.

Come, Holy Spirit, inspire my reading.
Come, Holy Spirit, give me courage to read well.
Come, Holy Spirit, help us all to listen deeply.
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i gl For the Spirit searches everything, e

even the depths of God. For what human being
knows what is truly human except the human spirit that

God's except the Spirit of God. /
S .1 Corinthians 2:10-11 NRSV



