Proclaiming Salvation Today

The Fourth Gospel

Model 2:
Serving love (John)

Sequence
(1) The Fourth Gospel

(7) Service

(2) Evil, death and sin

(8) The Holy Spirit, the
advocate

(3) Healing
(4) Love
(5) New creation
(6) Liberation

(9) Jesus of history?
(10)The Joy of the Gospel?
(11)And so…?

The Fourth Gospel
(1) The Gospel tells the story of Jesus of Nazareth, whose
parents are known, who live in Galilee, was crucified in
Jerusalem and was buried.
(2) As with other Gospels, the narrative is told so as to proclaim
the life-giving death and resurrection of Jesus.
(3) The Gospel adds the perspective of the pre-existent Word,
who was made flesh. His death was his return to the Father.
(4) The Gospel adds into the story the later experience of the
community; in particular the separation from the synagogue.

The Fourth Gospel
(1) Three year ministry
(2) The miracles are more dramatic
(3) Five visits to Jerusalem
(4) Three Passovers
(5) The Twelve are not important
(6) The Beloved Disciple is more important than Peter

The Fourth Gospel
(1) No birth stories
(2) No parables
(3) Long symbolic tableaux
(4) Long, involved speeches
(5) One-to-one encounters
(6) Unique characters / characters with special emphasis

The Fourth Gospel
(1) Climax: chapters 19 and 20
(2) Jesus knows his identity and destiny throughout
(3) Roots in the Synoptic / Jesus tradition
(4) Always in dialogue with the Hebrew Bible /
Septuagint

Evil, death and sin
• No exorcisms in the Fourth Gospel, but the devil is
mentioned: Judas (6:70; 13:2; 13:27 “Satan”); the Jews
(8:44)
John 8:44 You people are from your father the devil, and
you want to do what your father desires. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not uphold the
truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he lies, he
speaks according to his own nature, because he is a liar and
the father of lies.

Evil, death and sin
• No specific moral sins, as such, in the Fourth Gospel but “sin”, “sins”
and “sinners” are present: John 1:29; 8:21, 24, 34, 46; 9:34, 41; 15:22, 24;
16:8–9; 19:11; 20:23
John 1:29 On the next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
“Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
John 8:34 Jesus answered them, “I tell you the solemn truth, everyone who
practices sin is a slave of sin.
John 16:8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong concerning
sin and righteousness and judgment– 9 concerning sin, because they do
not believe in me;

Evil, death and sin
• The verb “to sin” is minimally represented: John 5:14; [8:11]; 9:2–3,
in connection with related healings.
John 5:14 After this Jesus found him at the temple and said to him,
“Look, you have become well. Don’t sin any more, lest anything
worse happen to you.”
John 9:2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who committed the sin that
caused him to be born blind, this man or his parents?” 3 Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but he was born
blind so that the acts of God may be revealed through what happens
to him.

Evil, death and sin
•

Judgment (John 3:19; 5:22, 24, 27, 29–30; 7:24; 8:16; 12:31; 16:8, 11) and “to
judge” (John 3:17–18; 5:22, 30; 7:24, 51; 8:15–16, 26, 50; 12:47–48; 16:11; 18:31) are
fully present.

John 3:19 Now this is the basis for judging: that the light has come into the world
and people loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil.
John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be
driven out.
John 12:47 If anyone hears my words and does not obey them, I do not judge him.
For I have not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 The one who
rejects me and does not accept my words has a judge; the word I have spoken will
judge him at the last day.

Evil, death and sin
• Death (John 5:24; 8:51–52; 11:4, 13; 12:33; 18:32; 21:19) and “to die” (John
4:47, 49; 6:49–50, 58; 8:21, 24, 52–53; 11:14, 16, 21, 25–26, 32, 37, 50–51; 12:24,
33; 18:14, 32; 19:7; 21:23)
John 5:24 “I tell you the solemn truth, the one who hears my message and
believes the one who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned, but
has crossed over from death to life.
John 4:49 “Sir,” the official said to him, “come down before my child dies.”
John 11:32 Now when Mary came to the place where Jesus was and saw him,
she fell at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.”

Evil, death and sin
• World (John 1:9-10, 29; 3:16-17, 19; 4:42; 6:14, 33, 51; 7:4, 7; 8:12, 23, 26; 9:5,
39; 10:36; 11:9, 27; 12:19, 25, 31, 46-47; 13:1; 14:17, 19, 22, 27, 30-31; 15:18-19;
16:8, 11, 20-21, 28, 33; 17:5-6, 9, 11, 13-16, 18, 21, 23-25; 18:20, 36-37; 21:25)
This immense reference to “kosmos” can be both neutral or even positive (the
world into which the Word came) and quite negative (the opposition in the
world to the Word).
The negative world: the realm of unbelief, the rejection of the truth of God.
This is a perversion of creation, an inauthentic way of being human and a
gross misunderstanding of who we are as human beings created by God. The
temporal dualism of early Christianity is replaced by a cosmic dualism.

Evil, death and sin
•

Darkness (John 1:5; 6:17; 8:12; 12:35, 46; 20:1) and night (John 3:2; 9:4; 11:10; 13:30; 19:39;
21:3)

John 1:5 And the light shines on in the darkness, but the darkness has not mastered it.
John 8:12 Then Jesus spoke out again, “I am the light of the world. The one who follows
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 12:46 I have come as a light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me
should not remain in darkness.
John 9:4 We must perform the deeds of the one who sent me as long as it is daytime. Night
is coming when no one can work.
John 13:30 Judas took the piece of bread and went out immediately. (Now it was night.)

Evil, death and sin
Summary:
•

Devil, liar, murderer, Satan

•

Sin, slavery, unbelief, judgment

•

Death

•

The world, as opposed to God

•

Darkness

Salvation is from all these things and takes place in Jesus’ lifting
up on the cross.

Healing
Jn 3:13 No one has ascended
into heaven except the one
who descended from heaven
—the Son of Man. 14 Just as
Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must
the Son of Man be lifted up,
15 so that everyone who
believes in him may have
eternal life.”

John 3:16 For this is the way
God loved the world: He
gave his one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes
in him will not perish but
have eternal life. 17 For God
did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world,
but that the world should be
saved through him.

Healing
Just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted
up. (John 3:14)
Then Jesus said, “When you lift
up the Son of Man, then you
will know that I am he, and I do
nothing on my own initiative,
but I speak just what the Father
taught me.” (John 8:28)

“And I, when I am lifted up
from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” (John 12:32)
Then the crowd responded,
“We have heard from the law
that the Christ will remain
forever. How can you say, ‘The
Son of Man must be lifted up’?
Who is this Son of Man?” (John
12:34)

Healing
The people spoke against God and
against Moses, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in
the wilderness? For there is no food
and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” Then the LORD
sent poisonous serpents among the
people, and they bit the people, so
that many Israelites died. The
people came to Moses and said,
“We have sinned by speaking
against the LORD and against you;

pray to the LORD to take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed
for the people. And the LORD said
to Moses, “Make a poisonous
serpent, and set it on a pole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at
it and live.” So Moses made a
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a
pole; and whenever a serpent bit
someone, that person would look at
the serpent of bronze and live.
(Num 21:5–9)”

Love
John 13:1 Just before the
Passover feast, Jesus knew
that his time had come to
depart from this world to
the Father. Having loved
his own who were in the
world, he now loved them
to the very end.

John 14:31 but I am doing
just what the Father
commanded me, so that the
world may know that I love
the Father.

Love
Jn 20:6 He saw the strips of
linen cloth lying there, 7
and the face cloth, which
had been around Jesus’
head, not lying with the
strips of linen cloth but
rolled up in a place by
itself. 8 Then the other
disciple, who had reached

the tomb first, came in, and
he saw and believed.
John 11:35 Jesus wept. 36
Thus the people who had
come to mourn said, “Look
how much he loved him!”

New Creation
So then, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new
creation; what is old has
passed away–look, what is
new has come!
(2Corinthians 5:17

For neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision counts
for anything; the only thing
that matters is a new
creation! (Galatians 6:15)

New Creation
John 1:1 In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the
Word was fully God.
John 19:30 When he had
received the sour wine,
Jesus said, “It is completed!”
Then he bowed his head
and gave up his spirit.

John 20:1 Now very early
on the first day of the week,
while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone
had been moved away from
the entrance.

New Creation
John 20:19 On the evening
of that day, the first day of
the week, the disciples had
gathered together and
locked the doors of the
place because they were
afraid of the Jewish leaders.

John 20:22 And after he
said this, he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the
Holy Spirit.

Liberation
(1)Passover - a feast of liberation
(2)Three Passovers in this Gospel
(3)Matthew / Mark / Luke: Passover
was Thursday night
(4)John: Passover was Friday night

Liberation
(1)John 1:29 The next day he saw
Jesus coming toward him and
declared, “Here is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!

Liberation
John 2:13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
John 2:23 When he was in Jerusalem during the
Passover festival, many believed in his name
because they saw the signs that he was doing.
John 6:4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews,
was near.
John 11:55 Now the Passover of the Jews was
near, and many went up from the country to
Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves.
John 12:1 Six days before the Passover Jesus
came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had
raised from the dead.

John 13:1 Now before the festival of the Passover,
Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end.
John 18:28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to
Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning.
They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so
as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the
Passover.
John 18:39 But you have a custom that I release
someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me
to release for you the King of the Jews?”
John 19:14 Now it was the day of Preparation for
the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the
Jews, “Here is your King!”

Liberation
(1)John 19:28 After this, when Jesus knew that all
was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil the
scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour
wine was standing there. So they put a sponge
full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held
it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the
wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed
his head and gave up his spirit.

Liberation
(1)John 19:31 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews
did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath,
especially because that sabbath was a day of great
solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the
crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32 Then the
soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other
who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came
to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not
break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his
side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out.

Service
John 13:1 Just before the Passover feast, Jesus knew that his
time had come to depart from this world to the Father.
Having loved his own who were in the world, he now loved
them to the very end. 2 The evening meal was in progress,
and the devil had already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot,
Simon’s son, that he should betray Jesus.
3 Because Jesus knew that the Father had handed all things
over to him, and that he had come from God and was going
back to God, 4 he got up from the meal, removed his outer
clothes, took a towel and tied it around himself. 5 He poured
water into the washbasin and began to wash the disciples’
feet and to dry them with the towel he had wrapped around
himself.
John 13:6 Then he came to Simon Peter. Peter said to him,
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You
do not understand what I am doing now, but you will
understand after these things.”

8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet!” Jesus
replied, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, wash not only my feet, but
also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus replied, “The one who
has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely
clean. And you disciples are clean, but not every one of you.”
11 (For Jesus knew the one who was going to betray him. For
this reason he said, “Not every one of you is clean.”)
John 13:12 So when Jesus had washed their feet and put his
outer clothing back on, he took his place at the table again
and said to them, “Do you understand what I have done for
you? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and do so correctly,
for that is what I am.
14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you too ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given
you an example–you should do just as I have done for you. 16
I tell you the solemn truth, the slave is not greater than his
master, nor is the one who is sent as a messenger greater than
the one who sent him. 17 If you understand these things, you
will be blessed if you do them.

Service
(1) “Farewell” Discourse
(2) No Lord’s Supper at the Last Supper
(3) John 6
(4) Foot washing replaces the bread and wine

Service

(1) Mark 10:35-45 =
Matthew 20:20-28
(2) Luke 12:37; 17:7-8
(3) Luke 22:24-27

Service

(1) Mark 10:35-45 =
Matthew 20:20-28
(2) Luke 12:37; 17:7-8
(3) Luke 22:24-27

Mark 10:43 “But it is not this
way among you. Instead
whoever wants to be great
among you must be your
servant, 44 and whoever wants
to be first among you must be
the slave of all. 45 For even the
Son of Man did not come to be
served but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”

Service
Luke 12:37 Blessed are those
slaves whom their master finds
alert when he returns! I tell
you the truth, he will dress
himself to serve, have them
take their place at the table,
and will come and wait on
them!

Luke 17:7 “Would any one of
you say to your slave who
comes in from the field after
ploughing or shepherding
sheep, ‘Come at once and sit
down for a meal’? 8 Won’t the
master instead say to him, ‘Get
my dinner ready, and make
yourself ready to serve me
while I eat and drink. Then
you may eat and drink’?

Service
Luke 22:24 A dispute also started among them over which
of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 So Jesus said
to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
those in authority over them are called ‘benefactors.’ 26
Not so with you; instead the one who is greatest among
you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the
one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is
seated at the table, or the one who serves? Is it not the one
who is seated at the table? But I am among you as one who
serves.

Service
(1) John and the Synoptic Tradition
(a) Parable of the Vineyard
(b) Parable of the Lost Sheep
(c) Bridegroom and new wine

(2) John has raised the Synoptic teaching into an action
chreia or paradigm based on prophet gestures

Service
(1) Rose 13 times, almost always in reference to the
resurrection of Jesus.
(2) Took off 18 times, usually in reference to Jesus’ laying
down his life.
(3) Wrapped only 3 times, but the links are fascinating
(Peter in John 21)
(4) Water 21 times, but the contexts are also illuminating

Service
(4) Washing 13 times. (The man born blind in John 9)
(5) Wipe 3 times only. (Mary in John 11-12)
(6) Feet an apparently “innocent” word 14 times (Lazarus
in John 11; Mary in John 11-12; Jesus in John 20)
(7) “Never” lit. “into eternity” 12 times, with a special
meaning

Service
(1) Tupos / hupotoposis
(2) Hupogrammos
(3) Hupodeigma
(4) Eikōn
(5) Charaktēr

Service
hupodeigma
(a) An example of behaviour used for purposes of moral
instruction, example, model, pattern
(b) An indication of something that appears at a
subsequent time, outline, sketch, symbol

Service
2 Macc 6:27 Therefore, by bravely
giving up my life now, I will show
myself worthy of my old age 28 and
leave to the young a noble example of
how to die a good death willingly and
nobly for the revered and holy laws.
When he had said this, he went at
once to the rack.
2 Macc 6:31 So in this way he died,
leaving in his death an example of
nobility and a memorial of courage,
not only to the young but to the great
body of his nation.

4 Macc 17:23 For the tyrant
Antiochus, when he saw the courage
of their virtue and their endurance
under the tortures, proclaimed them
to his soldiers as an example for their
own endurance, 24 and this made
them brave and courageous for
infantry battle and siege, and he
ravaged and conquered all his
enemies.

Service
(1) Salvation was an act of loving service
(2) Christian service participates in God’s service of
humanity in Christ
(3) Interpretation
(a) John 13:1-3
(b) John 13:4-11
(c) John 13:12-17

Service
John 13:1 Just before the
Passover feast, Jesus knew
that his time had come to
depart from this world to
the Father. Having loved
his own who were in the
world, he now loved them
to the very end. 2 The
evening meal was in

progress, and the devil had
already put into the heart
of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son, that he should betray
Jesus. 3 Because Jesus knew
that the Father had handed
all things over to him, and
that he had come from God
and was going back to God,

Service
Jn 13:4 he got up from the meal,
removed his outer clothes, took a towel
and tied it around himself. 5 He
poured water into the washbasin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to
dry them with the towel he had
wrapped around himself.
6 Then he came to Simon Peter. Peter
said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You
do not understand what I am doing
now, but you will understand after
these things.”

8 Peter said to him, “You will never
wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “If I do
not wash you, you have no share with
me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord,
wash not only my feet, but also my
hands and my head!”
10 Jesus replied, “The one who has
bathed needs only to wash his feet, but
is completely clean. And you disciples
are clean, but not every one of you.” 11
(For Jesus knew the one who was
going to betray him. For this reason he
said, “Not every one of you is clean.”)

Service
John 13:12 So when Jesus had
washed their feet and put his outer
clothing back on, he took his place
at the table again and said to them,
“Do you understand what I have
done for you?
13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord,’ and do so correctly, for that
is what I am. 14 If I then, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you too ought to wash
one another’s feet.

15 For I have given you an
example–you should do just as I
have done for you. 16 I tell you the
solemn truth, the slave is not
greater than his master, nor is the
one who is sent as a messenger
greater than the one who sent him.
17 If you understand these things,
you will be blessed if you do them.

Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is referred to in four ways in this Gospel:
•

Spirit is the power and character of God given to Jesus (1:32-33)

•

Spirit is the divine presence in the new life of the believer (7:39; 20:22;
cf. the conversation with the woman at the well)

•

Spirit gives rise to a new birth (3:5-8; 6:63)

•

The Spirit is the advocate (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7), the one
“standing alongside” us

Key illustrations are on the next slide.

Holy Spirit
John 3:5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is
born of water and spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 What is
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.
John 7:39 (Now he said this about the Spirit, whom those who believed in
him were going to receive, for the Spirit had not yet been given, because
Jesus was not yet glorified.)
John 14:26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you everything, and will cause you to remember
everything I said to you.
John 20:22 And after he said this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive
the Holy Spirit.”

Putting it all together
(1) Saved from sin, death, evil, inauthentic lives
(2) Healing
(3) Love
(4) New creation
(5) Passover
(6) Service

The creator God has healed
humanity of death by
sending his Son in an act of
self-emptying and loving
service, setting us free from
the power of death and sin.
God’s loving therapy is a
new creation, enacted in us
by the Holy Spirit.

(7) Salvation enacted through the gift of the Holy Spirit

Putting it all together
(1) Jesus’ gift was not up to God to offset his anger but
down from God to reveal his love
(2) Revelation / disclosure of love is the key
(3) Jesus’ lifting up heals humanity of the “disease” of
death
(4) The core is God’s breath-taking love, indicated by the
washing of feet—so incredible is it hardly believable

Jesus of history?
(1) Battle with evil (many exorcisms)
(2) Healing (in many stories)
(3) Love (= compassion, in many passages: Mark 1:41; 6:34; 8:2; 9:22; Lk
7:31; 10:33; 15:20)
(4) New creation (implied in the resurrection)
(5) Liberation (implied in the Passover themes)
(6) Service: Mark 10:35-45 = Matthew 20:20-28; Luke 12:37; 17:7-8; Luke
22:24-27
(7) Holy Spirit: later evolution

And so…
(1) Jesus’ gift was not up to God to offset his anger but
down from God to reveal his love
(2) Jesus’ lifting up heals humanity of the “disease” of death
(3) The core is God’s breath-taking love, indicated by the
washing of feet—so incredible is it hardly believable
(4) 1John 5:10 In this is love: not that we have loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins.

And so…

(5) Death and resurrection are joined
(6) Jesus’ costly obedience, death and resurrection show
God reaching out to humanity
(7) Contemporary models: service, love, healing

Can this speak to us today?

The Joy of the Gospel?
The heart of its message will always be
the same: the God who revealed his
immense love in the crucified and risen
Christ. God constantly renews his
faithful ones, whatever their age: “They
shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not be faint” (Is 40:31).
(EG 11)
Everyone needs to be touched by the
comfort and attraction of God’s saving
love, which is mysteriously at work in
each person, above and beyond their
faults and failings. (EG 44)

There indeed we find true healing, since
the way to relate to others which truly
heals instead of debilitating us, is a
mystical fraternity, a contemplative
fraternity. It is a fraternal love capable of
seeing the sacred grandeur of our
neighbour, of finding God in every
human being, of tolerating the
nuisances of life in common by clinging
to the love of God, of opening the heart
to divine love and seeking the
happiness of others just as their
heavenly Father does. (EG 92)

And so…

(1) Do these teachings of John speak to us today?
(2) What kind of disciple should I be?
(3) What kind of church should we be?

Prayer
We give you heartfelt thanks, compassionate God, for the
saving events that gave us new life in Christ. May we
know his healing in our lives. Help us to embrace your
gifts of love, life and liberation that the world may know
you and the Christ whom you have sent.
We make our prayer through the same Lord Jesus Christ
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

