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Welcome

✤ The Readings of Advent 2019

✤ Advent 3A19

✤ Detailed commentary

✤ Engagement with the readings
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The Readings of Advent A16

Advent 1 Is 2:1-5 Ps 122 Rom 13:11-14 Mt 24:37-44 Wake up!

Advent 2 Is 11:1-10 Ps 72 Rom 15:4-9 Mat 3:1-12 Convert!

Advent 3 Is 35:1-6, 10 Ps 144 James 5:7-10 Mt 11:2-11 Be patient!

Advent 4 Is 7:10-14 Ps 24 Rom 1:1-7 Mt 1:18-24 God-with-us



Gospels of Advent

✤ The Coming of the Son of Man (Matthew 24:37-44)

✤ Person and preaching of John the Baptist (Matthew 
3:1-12)

✤ Who was John the Baptist? (Matthew 11:2-11)

✤ Annunciation to Joseph in a dream (Matthew 1:18-24)



Advent 3A: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.
The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord,
the splendour of our God.
Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.
‘Look, your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,
the retribution of God;
he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.
They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy on their faces;
joy and gladness will go with them
and sorrow and lament be ended.



Advent 3A: Psalm 1456 (145) 

Come, Lord, and save us.

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,

  who is just to those who are oppressed.

It is he who gives bread to the hungry,

  the Lord, who sets prisoners free,

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,

  who raises up those who are bowed 
down,

the Lord, who protects the stranger

  and upholds the widow and orphan.

It is the Lord who loves the just

  but thwarts the path of the wicked.

The Lord will reign for ever,

  Zion’s God, from age to age.



Advent 3A: James 5:7-10

Be patient, brothers, until the 
Lord’s coming. Think of a 
farmer: how patiently he 
waits for the precious fruit of 
the ground until it has had 
the autumn rains and the 
spring rains! You too have to 
be patient; do not lose heart, 
because the Lord’s coming 
will be soon. Do not make 

complaints against one 
another, brothers, so as not 
to be brought to judgement 
yourselves; the Judge is 
already to be seen waiting at 
the gates. For your example, 
brothers, in submitting with 
patience, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of 
the Lord.



Advent 3A: Matthew 11:2-11

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing 
and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the 
one who is to come, or have we got to wait for 
someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell 
John what you hear and see; the blind see again, 
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good 
News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the 
man who does not lose faith in me.’

  As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to 
talk to the people about John: ‘What did you go out 
into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the 
breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A 
man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear 
fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what 
did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and much more than a prophet: he is the one of 
whom scripture says:

‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;

he will prepare your way before you.

‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of 
women, a greater than John the Baptist has never 
been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he is.’



At first glance…

✤ Clear link between Isaiah and Matthew

✤ What’s the bother about John the Baptist?

✤ Where does James fit it?



Isa 35:1    The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,

the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus

2 it shall blossom abundantly,

and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,

the majesty of our God.

  

Isa 35:3    Strengthen the weak hands,

and make firm the feeble knees. 

4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,

“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.

He will come and save you.”

  

Isa 35:5    Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

6a then the lame shall leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

Isa 35:10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,

and come to Zion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

they shall obtain joy and gladness,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

    

Advent 3A: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10



Our reading comes from First Isaiah, i.e. chapters 1-39 

1-12: Condemnation and salvation; Davidic king; Assyria as God’s instrument.

13-23: Oracles concerning foreign nations.

24-27: Judgment on the whole world.

28-33: Judah confronts Assyria and Egypt.

34-35: Salvation comes to Judah.

36-39: Historical notes on Isaiah, Hezekiah and Jerusalem. 

Advent 3A: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10



✤ Generally, scholars would hold that both ch. 34 and 
ch. 35 reflect the later experience of the great Exile in 
Babylon and to be located in Second Isaiah. 

✤ V. 6a makes the parallel with the Gospel stand out. 
Then we move forward to the marvellous vision of v. 
10. 
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✤ Some of the very best biblical poetry is to be found in Job 
and in second Isaiah, including this chapter here. The lines 
are more or less all in parallel, showing that “uneasy 
synonymity” which gives biblical poetry its peculiar energy. 

✤ At a literary level, we make note that striking combination of 
metaphors from nature, forensic vocabulary and “body 
language”: nature (wilderness, dry land, desert, crocus, 
blossom, Lebanon, Carmel, Sharon);  forensic (vengeance, 
recompense, save); body (hands, knees, heart, eyes, ears, 
lame, tongue).

Advent 3A: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10



Advent 3A: Psalm 146 (145)

Ps 146:5 Happy are those whose help 
is the God of Jacob,
 whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth,
 the sea, and all that is in them;
 who keeps faith forever; 
7 who executes justice for the 
oppressed;
 who gives food to the hungry.

 The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
8 the LORD opens the eyes of the 
blind.

 The LORD lifts up those who are 
bowed down;  the LORD loves the 
righteous. 

9 The LORD watches over the 
strangers; he upholds the orphan and 
the widow, but the way of the wicked 
he brings to ruin.
Ps 146:10 The LORD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Praise the LORD!



Advent 3A: James 5:7-10

Jas 5:7   Be patient, therefore, 
beloved, until the coming of the 
Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, 
being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late 
rains.  8 You also must be patient. 
Strengthen your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is near.  9 
Beloved, do not grumble against 
one another, so that you may not 
be judged. See, the Judge is 

standing at the doors!  10 As an 
example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name 
of the Lord.  11 Indeed we call 
blessed those who showed 
endurance. You have heard of the 
endurance of Job, and you have 
seen the purpose of the Lord, 
how the Lord is compassionate 
and merciful. 



✤ The community for which this letter is written is unclear. The writer 
addresses himself to the twelve tribes in the Dispersion (James 1:1). This 
could mean Jews outside Palestine or, if the writer is thinking of the 
“true Israel”, Christians anywhere. 

✤ As for the writer, there are five James in the New Testament. Only two a 
potential candidates for author: James, son of Zebedee and brother of 
John or James the brother of the Lord. The former was killed in 44 ad by 
Agrippa I. The latter, according to Josephus was stoned in 62 or 69 ad. 

✤ There are difficulties identifying either of these with the author: the 
excellent Greek, the use of rhetoric, the absence of reference to Jesus 
(named only twice in Jas 1:1; 2:1) and finally the address to the diaspora.  

Advent 3A: James 5:7-10



✤ Attempts to identify the kind of writing 
are likewise quite varied. It may very well 
be a letter, given that letters at the time 
took many forms. More precise categories 
include moral discourse, a baptismal 
catechism and Christian wisdom. 

✤ There seems to be no agreement on the 
outline or structure of James. Eugene 
Boring offers the following outline: 

✤ 1:1 Salutation

✤ 1:2-27 Perspectives on Christian Character

✤ 2:1-13 Christian morals and the Law

✤ 2:14-26 Faith and works

✤ 3:1-12 Responsible speech

✤ 3:13-4:12 Christians and conflict

✤ 4:13-5:6 Concerning wealth

✤ 5:7-20 Life within the community

✤ The reading, vv. 7-11, is marked by no 
fewer than five imperatives. In the 
previous verses, there are severe warnings 
against the rich. In the second part, the 
tone changes to instruction for life within 
the community.
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✤ Jesus also said, “The kingdom 
of God is as if someone would 
scatter seed on the ground, 
and would sleep and rise 
night and day, and the seed 
would sprout and grow, he 
does not know how. The earth 
produces of itself, first the 
stalk, then the head, then the 
full grain in the head. But 
when the grain is ripe, at once 

he goes in with his sickle, 
because the harvest has 
come.”  (Mark 4:26–29)

✤ And may he so strengthen 
your hearts in holiness that 
you may be blameless before 
our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all his saints. 
(1Thessalonians 3:13)

Advent 3A: James 5:7-10



Advent 3A: Matthew 11:2-11

Matt 11:2   When John heard in prison what the 
Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 
3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to 
come, or are we to wait for another?”  4 Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 
and see:  5 the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them.  6 And blessed is anyone who 
takes no offence at me.” 

Matt 11:7    As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds about John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind?  8 What then did you go out 
to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces.  9 
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 
I tell you, and more than a prophet.  10 This is 
the one about whom it is written,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women 
no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he.”



Advent 3A: Matthew 11:2-11

✤ John the Baptist caused anxiety because:

✤ John baptised Jesus

✤ Jesus was originally a disciples of John

✤ Followers of John the Baptist are significant right up 
to the end of the NT period

✤ They still exist today: the Mandeans. 



✤ John the Baptist asks the question we all ask: is this the one? The 
question may seem a strange one given that (a) in Luke 1-2 they are 
supposed to be cousins and (b) Jesus was a disciple of John. As for (a), 
it would seem clear that the family link is a metaphor for their 
theological relatedness. As for (b), we really know very little of their 
actual relationship. Jesus was indeed a disciple of John. John did 
baptise Jesus. Jesus started his ministry once John was arrested. It 
would seem that Jesus saw John as an authentic and important 
prophet (cf. 11:7-15; 21:23-27). 

✤ Furthermore, only when John could no longer function did Jesus 
enter the public arena. How much they knew each other personally 
remains unanswerable for lack of evidence.

Advent 3A: Matthew 11:2-11



✤ There are two anecdotes here, each with a slightly 
extraneous punch-line. 

✤ The second story (about the identity of John) depends 
on the first (about the identity of Jesus). 

Advent 3A: Matthew 11:2-11



i) John the Baptist in Matthew: 
preaching (3:1-12); baptism 
(3:13-17); arrest (4:12); enquiry 
(11:2-6); as Elijah (11:7-15); 
comparison with Jesus (11:16-19); 
death (14:1-12); authority 
(21:23-27). Quite a large presence.

(ii) “The one who is to come”: 
regularly found of the Messiah in 
Matthew (Matt 3:11; 11:3; 16:28; 
21:9; 23:39; 24:30; 26:64). 

(iii) Disciples of John: Matt. 11:2; 
14:12. Mark, Q, and John agree in 
speaking of a special group of 
“disciples of John.” Remarkably, 
these writings witness to the 
continued existence of this distinct 
group throughout Jesus’ ministry. 
A group of John’s adherents 
continued on to rival followers of 
Jesus even after John’s death. Cf. 
Acts 18:25; 19:3-4.
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(iv) The reference is to the 
ministry of Jesus in Matt 
8-9: the blind receive their 
sight (9:27-31), the lame 
walk (9:2-8), the lepers are 
cleansed (8:1-4), the deaf 
hear (9:32-34—kōphos 
meant deaf and/or mute), 
the dead are raised 

(9:18-26), and the poor 
have good news brought 
to them (9:35-38). 

Advent 3A: Matthew 11:2-11



(v) Elijah or an Elijah-type figure 
was widely expected to usher in the 
end. This was based not only on the 
spectacular manner of Elijah’s 
departure (2Kings 2:1-11) but also 
on prophetic oracles, such as “Lo, I 
will send you the prophet Elijah 
before the great and terrible day of 
the Lord comes. He will turn the 
hearts of parents to their children 
and the hearts of children to their 
parents, so that I will not come and 
strike the land with a curse.” (Mal 

4:5-6); and “At the appointed time, 
it is written, you [i.e. Elijah] are 
destined to calm the wrath of God 
before it breaks out in fury, to turn 
the hearts of parents to their 
children, and to restore the tribes of 
Jacob.” (Sir 48:10). The Elijah 
identity of John is hinted at in 
Mark, expressly affirmed by Jesus 
in Matthew and flatly denied by 
John himself in the Fourth Gospel. 
He did cause some anxiety! 
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Thus…

Readings Topic Message

ADVENT 
3A19

Isaiah 25:1-6a, 
10 A hopeful vision Hope

Psalm 146  
(145)

The Lord helps the poor 
and the needy Trust

James 5:7-10 Patience, endurance, 
strengthening Patience

Matthew 
11:2-11

John seeks the coming 
one, who is Jesus

Arrival of the 
Messiah



Thus: 

✤ Isaiah holds out a vision of hope

✤ The psalm is a prayer for trust in God—God who is just and 
compassionate

✤ James invites us to patience and to strengthening of our hearts

✤ The Gospel identifies John as the forerunner of Jesus 
— important but not the coming one

✤ The coming one fulfils our longing as explored in Isaiah. 



Engagement with the Readings

✤ Working in groups

✦ Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 

✦ Psalm 146 (145)

✦ James 5:7-10

✦ Matthew 11:2-11

✤ Focus on one reading: 

✦ Does it speak to me?

✦ Potential for prayer

✦ Potential for preaching 
/ reflection

✤ Brief report at the end



Prayer

God of glory and compassion, at your touch the wilderness 
blossoms, broken lives are made whole, and fearful hearts 
grow strong in faith.

Open our eyes to your presence and awaken our hearts to 
sing your praise. 

To all who long for your Son’s return grant perseverance and 
patience, that we may announce in word and deed the good 
news of the kingdom.

We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day 
draws near: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever 
and ever. Amen.


