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Matt 3:1    In those days John the Baptist 
appeared in the wilderness of  Judea, 
proclaiming,  2 “Repent, for the king-
dom of  heaven has come near.”  3 This 
is the one of  whom the prophet Isaiah 
spoke when he said, “The voice of  one 
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of  the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’”  

4 Now John wore clothing of  camel’s 
hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey.  
5 Then the people of  Jerusalem and all 
Judea were going out to him, and all the 
region along the Jordan,  6 and they 
were baptised by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins.  

Matt 3:7    But when he saw many Phar-
isees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 
he said to them, “You brood of  vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come?  8 Bear fruit worthy of  repen-
tance.  9 Do not presume to say to your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our ances-
tor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham.  
10 Even now the ax is lying at the root 
of  the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.  

Matt 3:11   “I baptise you with water for 
repentance, but one who is more power-
ful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. He will bap-
tise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  12 
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and 
he will clear his threshing floor and will 
gather his wheat into the granary; but 
the chaff  he will burn with unquench-
able fire.”    

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

Advent 2 introduces the seasonal figure 
of  John the Baptist, the prophet who 
ushered in the ministry of  Jesus himself. 
Jesus was a disciple of  John and began 
his public ministry only when his mentor 
was arrested. Jesus’ proclamation resem-

bled that of  John—repentance/conver-
sion—but the dreadful events predicted 
by John are replaced by the message of  
God’s mercy and compassion.  

KIND OF WRITING 

The first part of  the text, presenting the 
person, proclamation, figure and bap-
tism of  John, is a chreia, a short story 
which illustrates the essentials of  John. 
The second part of  the text elaborates 
the preaching in the direction of  practi-
cal exhortation. The last part reflects 
John’s suspicion that he was preparing 
for a greater figure—even though the 
actual ministry of  Jesus came not with 
ferocity but with forgiveness. 

OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND 

(i) The citation from Isaiah is subtly ad-
justed to make it “fit” John as a figure in 
the wilderness. Hence it is taken to read: 
a voice cries out in the wilderness, “pre-
pare etc.” There is, of  course, no point 
in crying out in the wilderness — no-
body lives there. 

“A voice cries out: In the wilderness pre-
pare the way of  the Lord, make straight 
in the desert a highway for our 
God.” (Isaiah 40:3) 

The other quotation from Malachi 3:1 
(mistakenly attributed to Isaiah in Mark 
1:2-3) is located elsewhere by Matthew, a 
bit of  a scholar or a pendant:  

This is the one about whom it is written, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of  you, who will prepare your way be-
fore you.’ (Matthew 11:10) 

(ii) John the Baptist is presented with 

traits of  Elijah and Samson, prophetic 
figures: “They answered him, “A hairy 
man, with a leather belt around his 
waist.” He said, “It is Elijah the 
Tishbite.”” (2 Kings 1:8) 

Some time later, when Samson went 
back to marry her, he turned aside to see 
the lion’s remains. He saw a swarm of  
bees in the lion’s carcass, as well as some 
honey. He scooped it up with his hands 
and ate it as he walked along. When he 
returned to his father and mother, he 
offered them some and they ate it. But 
he did not tell them he had scooped the 
honey out of  the lion’s carcass. (Judges 
14:8–9)  

NEW TESTAMENT FOREGROUND 

(i) John the Baptist is a very important 
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HEARERS OF THE WORD 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72; Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12

One who is more powerful than I      
is coming after me

Thought for the day 

It is possible to live a merely sentient 
existence, paying attention only to the 
immediate and being satisfied once 
the urgent appetites are met. It is hard 
to say how many manage to sustain 
this form of  sleepwalking! In our bet-
ter moments, we all know that this is 
wholly inadequate, even on a merely 
human level. We are all of  us called to 
rise above above mere existence and 
to live life abundantly (cf. John 10:10). 
In the faith, the Advent call is to wake 
up from our slumbers. Metanoia (con-
version or repentance) means a whole 
change of  mindset, going right down 
to the roots of  our being. It’s the only 
project. Of  course it takes time, but 
the time is now.     

Prayer 

God of  life abundant, may your ad-
vent call to life and love, hope and 
conversion touch us again and draw 
us closer to you. Amen.   

Advent 1 Is 2:1-5 Ps 122 Rom 13:11-14 Mt 24:37-44 Wake up!

Advent 2 Is 11:1-10 Ps 72 Rom 15:4-9 Mt 3:1-12 Convert!

Advent 3 Is 35:1-6, 10 Ps 144 James 5:7-10 Mt 11:2-11 Be patient!

Advent 4 Is 7:10-14 Ps 24 Rom 1:1-7 Mt 1:18-24 God-with-us
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figure in the history of  Jesus. All four 
Gospels include him but in quite differ-
ent ways. For instance, only Luke has the 
story of  his birth. According to Matthew, 
John is the expected Elijah; according to 
the Fourth Gospel, he himself  says he is 
not! Mark reports the baptism without 
any apparent unease. Matthew is un-
easy; Luke, narratively speaking, has 
John is prison for the baptism(!); John 
omits the baptism altogether. John defi-
nitely baptised Jesus—the discomfort 
with it proves it took place and was not 
invented. Again only two gospels report 
his death, lest any comparison with the 
death of  Jesus be encouraged.  

(ii) Like John, Jesus withdrew to the 
desert—an implied critique of  the 
Jerusalem Temple cult, like the people in 
Qumran. Like John, Jesus expects the 
Kingdom and proclaims repentance/
conversion marked through an immer-
sion ritual.  

(ii) We may say that John was right and 
wrong about Jesus. He expects tremen-
dous judgement but Jesus comes in mer-
cy and compassion. John does send to 
enquire about Jesus, but we are not told 
what his reaction to the information was.  

Then the disciples of  John came to him, 
saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees 
fast often, but your disciples do not 
fast?” And Jesus said to them, “The 
wedding guests cannot mourn as long as 
the bridegroom is with them, can they? 
The days will come when the bride-
groom is taken away from them, and 
then they will fast. No one sews a piece 
of  unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for 
the patch pulls away from the cloak, and 
a worse tear is made. Neither is new 
wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, 
the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, 
and the skins are destroyed; but new 
wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so 
both are preserved.” (Matt 9:14-17) 

When John heard in prison what the 
Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples and said to him, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf  hear, 
the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them. And blessed 
is anyone who takes no offence at 
me.” (Matt 11:2-6) 

ST PAUL 

For even if  I made you sorry with my 
letter, I do not regret it (though I did 
regret it, for I see that I grieved you with 

that letter, though only briefly). Now I 
rejoice, not because you were grieved, 
but because your grief  led to repen-
tance; for you felt a godly grief, so that 
you were not harmed in any way by us. 
For godly grief  produces a repentance 
that leads to salvation and brings no 
regret, but worldly grief  produces death. 
For see what earnestness this godly grief  
has produced in you, what eagerness to 
clear yourselves, what indignation, what 
alarm, what longing, what zeal, what 
punishment!  (2 Corinthians 7:8–11) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 1 Wilderness is the place of  re-
turn and prophecy. It was also the place 
to which people like John withdrew in 
some disgust at the religious leadership.  

Verse 2 Repent really means convert, a 
whole journey of  change of  mindset. 
Kingdom of  God is a kind of  “code” for 
God’s future intervention, establishing 
lasting justice, in the face of  injustice 
and tragedy. 

Verse 3 In this verse, John is associated 
with the return from the Babylonian 
Exile. Punctuation matters. The Isaiah 
quotation, view above, is adjusted so that 
the voice cries out in the wilderness, to 
match the ministry of  John in the desert.  

Verse 4 The details indicate he is the 
expected Elijah. Cf. 2 Kings 1:8 above.  

Verse 5-6 The popular reaction to John 
is evident also in the need to have him 
executed.  

Verses 7ff. It is hard to imagine the 
Sadducees (Temple conservatives) com-
ing to John, but some must have been 
touched by his message. The prophet 
does not ingratiate himself ! This preach-
ing is very like the preaching of  Jesus in 
Matthew, where we read:  

Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or 
make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree 
is known by its fruit. You brood of  vipers! How 
can you speak good things, when you are evil? 
For out of  the abundance of  the heart the mouth 
speaks. The good person brings good things out 
of  a good treasure, and the evil person brings evil 
things out of  an evil treasure. I tell you, on the 
day of  judgment you will have to give an ac-
count for every careless word you utter; for by 
your words you will be justified, and by your 
words you will be condemned. (Matt 
12:33-37)  

Relying on status or tradition is robustly, 
even offensively, set aside by John.  

Verse 11 Carrying sandals is the role of  

the lowest slave. It is possible that, histor-
ically, John spoke of  wind (pneuma) and 
fire, elevated theologically to the Holy 
Spirit (pneuma) / and fire. Thus three of  
the classical elements are brought into 
play: air, fire and water.  

Verse 12 Severe judgment is his clear 
expectation. Harvest imagery is often 
used in the Bible to indicate the time of  
sorting after the harvest.  For example:     
The wicked are not so, but are like chaff  that 
the wind drives away.  (Psalm 1:4) 

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. John the Baptist came to bear witness 
to Jesus. Who have been the people who 
have borne witness to us of  the good 
news of  the gospel that God loves us—a 
friend, a parent, a teacher, etc.? To 
whom have we borne that witness? 

2. John appears in the story as one who 
had the courage to be himself  in the face 
of  opposition. He was also a person who 
knew his own value, did not make exag-
gerated claims and was content with his 
mission. Can you recall times when you 
have been content to be yourself, with-
out pretending to be more than you are? 
What was it like to have that freedom, 
even in the face of  criticism from others? 

3. John was “the voice of  one crying out 
in the wilderness”—announcing confi -
dently to those in the wilderness that 
they must not despair because God’s 
grace may come to them at any mo-
ment. 

4. Have you had the experience of  be-
ing in the wilderness, feeling lost? From 
whom did you hear a voice that gave you 
hope? Have you been able to give hope 
to other people when they were in the 
wilderness? 

PRAYER 

Your kingdom is at hand, O God of  
justice and peace; you made John the 
Baptist its herald to announce the com-
ing of  your Christ, who baptises with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. 

Give us a spirit of  repentance to make 
us worthy of  the kingdom. Let compla-
cency yield to conviction, that in our day 
justice will flourish and conflict give way 
to the peace you bestow in Christ. 

We ask this through him whose coming 
is certain, whose day draws near: your 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of  the 
Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 
Amen 
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Rom 15:1 But we who are strong ought to bear 
with the failings of  the weak, and not just please 
ourselves. 2 Let each of  us please his neighbour 
for his good to build him up. 3 For even Christ 
did not please himself, but just as it is written, 
“The insults of  those who insult you have fallen 
on me.” 4 For everything that was written 
in former times was written for our in-
struction, so that through endurance and 
through encouragement of  the scrip-
tures we may have hope. 5 Now may the 
God of  endurance and comfort give you 
unity with one another in accordance 
with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Rom 15:7    Receive one another, then, 
just as Christ also received you, to God’s 
glory. 8 For I tell you that Christ has 
become a servant of  the circumcised on 
behalf  of  God’s truth to confirm the 
promises made to the fathers, 9 and thus 
the Gentiles glorify God for his mercy. 
As it is written, “Because of  this I will 
confess you among the Gentiles, and I 
will sing praises to your name.” 

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

Significant Christian vocabulary makes 
this reading especially suitable for Ad-
vent: endurance, hope, mercy. We may 
add the role of  Scripture in our lives.  

KIND OF WRITING 

The excerpt chosen in the lectionary  
offers us the final verses of  the Fourth 
Proof  and the opening verses of  the 
Conclusion or peroratio.  This should be 
clear from a glance at the box on this 
page. In vv. 4-6, Paul is drawing a longer 
argument to a conclusion while in vv. 7-
9 he is commencing the summing up of  
the whole of  Romans.    

CONTEXT IN THE COMMUNITY 

The Roman house churches were divid-
ed regarding how much of  the Jewish 
tradition should be retained and prac-
ticed: circumcision, dietary laws. It mat-
tered to Paul because the new fellowship 
of  Jew and Gentile stood at the centre of  
his Gospel. He wrote the longest of  his 
letters hoping to help the Christians in 
Rome to live together richly and toler-
antly.    

RELATED PASSAGES 

As usual in Paul, the thesis of  whole 

letter is programmatic. Below you find 
inserted into the thesis the major sec-
tions where the various topics are taken 
up.  

Rom 1:16   For I am not ashamed of  the 
gospel, for it is God’s power for salvation 
(Romans 5-8) to everyone who believes 
(Romans 1-4), to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek. (Romans 9-11) 17 For the 
righteousness of  God is revealed in the 
gospel from faith to faith, just as it is 
written, “The righteous by faith will 
live.” (Romans 12-15) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 4 Paul has just cited scripture in 
v. 3 (and indeed throughout the letter). 
The key words are part of  the apocalyp-
tic and preaching vocabulary of  early 
Christianity: teaching (didaskalia) en-
durance (hupomonē), encouragement 
(paraklēsis), hope (elpis).  

Verse 5a The prayer fl ows naturally 
from the previous verse repeating two 
key words. NB: comfort = encourage-
ment (paraklēsis).  

Verse 5b-6 Paul concludes the Fourth 
Proof  with this fi tting prayer, addressing 
directly the issue of  the sharp divisions 
in the Roman house churches, praying 
for oneness of  heart and mind.  

Verse 7 = Rom 12-15. The plain and 
direct exhortation has a massive back-
ground across the whole letter, thus un-
derling the function of  summary:  

Receive (14:1, 3) one another (1:12, 27; 2:15; 
12:5, 10, 16; 13:8; 14:13, 19; 15:5), then, 
just as Christ also received you, to God’s glory 
(1:23; 2:7, 10; 3:7, 23; 4:20; 5:2;6:4; 
8:18, 21; 9:4, 23; 11:36). 

Verse 8 = Rom 1-4, 9-11. The grand 
story of  salvation, its origins in Judaism 
and the extension of  grace of  all without 

distinction is summarised. Verse 8 dis-
cretely gathers in much of  the wording 
and teaching of  the letter.  

For I tell you that Christ has become (Rom 
1:3, 2:25; 3:19; 4:18; 6:2, 15, 20; 7:3-4; 
9:29; 10:20; 11:5-6, 9, 17, 25, 34; 12:16) 
a servant (13:4) of  the circumcised (Rom 
2:25-3:1; 3:30; 4:9-12) on behalf  of  God’s 
truth (1:18, 25; 2:2, 8, 20; 3:7; 9:1) to con-
firm the promises (4:13-14, 16, 20; 9:4, 8-9) 
made to the fathers (4:11-12, 16-18; 9:5, 10; 
11:28). 

Verse 9 = Rom 5-8. The mercy and 
salvation of  God are fully explored in 
the Second Proof, Rom 5-8. 9b begins a 
mighty series of  biblical citations, con-
fi rming the teaching in v. 4. Again, this 
verse has a background in the letter: 

And thus the Gentiles (1:5, 13; 2:14, 24; 
3:29; 4:17-18; 9:24, 30; 10:19; 11:11-13, 
25) glorify (1:21; 8:30; 11:13; 15:6) God 
for his mercy (9:23; 11:21). 

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. In your experience, has Scripture 
brought you endurance, encouragement 
and hope? 

2. We are to welcome one another just 
as Christ has welcomed us. This is not 
always easy. Where does the challenge 
lie for you?  

3. We regularly call down the mercy 
(eleos) of  God: “Kyrie eleison”. In words 
beloved of  St Teresa of  Avila: the mercies 
of  the Lord I will sing for ever.  

PRAYER 

By your grace we have the gift of  the 
Scriptures. With the help your grace, 
may listen deeply to what you want to 
say to each one. May we know your gifts 
of  endurance, encouragement and hope, 
so that not only our lips but also our lives 
may be a song in praise of  your mercy. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.    
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Through the encouragement of     
Scripture we may have hope.

Fourth Proof  12:1-15:6: Practical advice on living tolerantly 

iii.	 Living “inclusively” and in tolerance of  each other (14:1-15:6) 
	 a)	 Tolerance is the call of  everyone (14:1-12) 
	 b)	 Especially the strong should be tolerant of  the weak (14:13-23) 
	 c)	 The example of  Jesus, who was so patient (15:1-6) 

Conclusion 
	 a) 	 Summary (15:7-13) 
	 b) 	 Reasons for coming to Rome (15:14-29) 
	 c) 	 Final appeal (15:30-33)
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INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

This is a (perhaps the) typical Isaiah read-
ing for Advent. It voices a longing for 
salvation and a confidence that God will 
be faithful to ancient divine promises. 
The third part is glorious but difficult in 
the real world. People may wonder why 
it is being read. The claims,  descriptions 
and metaphors “pirouette” in a bewil-
dering dance! 

KIND OF WRITING 

This is a kind of  dramatised dialogue 
and to make the steps clear, “voices” 
have been added to the text in purple to 
signal the change of  speakers. The usual 
parallelism is quite evident and the read-
ing is framed by reference to Jesse 
(stump, branch and root). See related 
passages in the next section. 

ORIGIN OF THE READING 

Our reading comes from First Isaiah, i.e. 
chapters 1-39 from chs. 1-12. The full 

layout is here:  

1-12: Condemnation and salvation; Da-
vidic king; Assyria as God’s instrument. 
13-23: Oracles concerning foreign na-
tions. 
24-27: Judgment on the whole world. 
28-33: Judah confronts Assyria and 
Egypt. 
34-35: Salvation comes to Judah. 
36-39: Historical notes on Isaiah, 
Hezekiah and Jerusalem.    

RELATED PASSAGES 

Now these are the descendants of  Perez: 
Perez became the father of  Hezron, 
Hezron of  Ram, Ram of  Amminadab, 
Amminadab of  Nahshon, Nahshon of  
Salmon, Salmon of  Boaz, Boaz of  
Obed, Obed of  Jesse, and Jesse of  
David. (Ruth 4:18–22) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verses 2-3a  These verses describe 
God’s gifts to this future king. There is a 

strong feeling of  wisdom (sapiential) 
qualities here, perhaps echoing that fi rst 
descendant of  David, famous for his 
proverbs. 

Verses 3b-5 It is not quite clear who is 
the subject of  the affi rmations here, but 
mostly likely it is the future anointed 
king. The qualities are traditional: im-
partial justice, effective speech, faithful-
ness. From a literary point of  view, no-
tice the body language: eyes, ear, mouth, 
lips, waist and loins.  

Verse 6-8 This pastoral idyll of  nature 
reconciled has a basis in actual practice. 
It was the custom to have a young boy 
(or even a girl) act as village herder to 
lead out the domestic animals—sheep, 
goats and calves—to pasture in the 
morning and to bring them back in 
evening to enjoy what shade they might 
fi nd. The addition of  dangerous wild life 
is acknowledged in an earlier David sto-
ry in 1 Sam 17:34-37. The evocation of  
this Davidic episode is no doubt inten-
tional.  

Verse 9 Zion as the holy mountain is a 
regular feature in David traditions. It is 
expanded here to include the whole 
earth as under the rule of  YHWH.  

Verse 10 The commentator affi rms a 
future restoration of  the Davidic monar-
chy, which will be unlike the disastrous 
rule of  the divided monarchy. That 
monarchy emphatically did not repre-
sent God on earth, in justice and equity. 
The renewed monarchy will become the 
envy of  other nations and people will 
come to Zion seeking wisdom, just as the 
queen of  Sheba made her way to 
Solomon. 

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. Go back in your own experiences and 
recall when you needed the gifts of  wis-
dom, courage and “fear of  the Lord.” 
What was it like for you? Do you need 
these gifts today? 

2. The idyllic scene of  nature in harmo-
ny and antagonisms reconciled puts it up 
to us. Where in my life to I need recon-
ciliation? Is there any “unfi nished busi-
ness” in important relationships? 

PRAYER 

Loving God, you hold out to us the hope 
of  reconciliation and new life. In this 
time of  Advent, open our hearts to re-
ceive your gifts of  wisdom and courage 
and so lead us more deeply into your 
own life. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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The Lord’s Spirit shall rest on him
Chorus  

Isa 11:1 	A shoot shall come out from the stump of  Jesse, 
	 	 and a branch shall grow out of  his roots.  
2 	 The spirit of  the LORD shall rest on him, 
	 	 the spirit of  wisdom and understanding, 
	 	 the spirit of  counsel and might, 
	 	 the spirit of  knowledge and the fear of  the LORD.  
3 	 His delight shall be in the fear of  the LORD. 

Comment 
	 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
	 	 or decide by what his ears hear;  
4 	 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
	 	 and decide with equity for the meek of  the earth; 
	 he shall strike the earth with the rod of  his mouth, 
	 	 and with the breath of  his lips he shall kill the wicked.  

Chorus 
5 	 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
	 	 and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
   
6	 The wolf  shall live with the lamb, 
	 	 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
	 the calf  and the lion and the fatling together, 
	 	 and a little child shall lead them.  
7 	 The cow and the bear shall graze, 
	 	 their young shall lie down together; 
	 	 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
8 	 The nursing child shall play over the hole of  the asp, 
	 	 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  

YHWH 
9 	 They will not hurt or destroy 
	 	 on all my holy mountain; 

Comment 
	 for the earth will be full of  the knowledge of  the LORD 
	 	 as the waters cover the sea.  

Monarchist 
10   On that day the root of  Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of  him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
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READINGS IN ADVENT 

In the festal seasons, the readings are 
often joined up thematically and this 
happens today. There is a great sense of  
hope, expectation, journey, longing and 
conversion. The great invitation is to life 
up our eyes and see the astonishing vi-
sion of  God for all humanity. In the 
words, of  the Acts:  From one man he made 
every nation of  the human race to inhabit the 
entire earth, determining their set times and the 
fixed limits of  the places where they would live, 
so that they would search for God and perhaps 
grope around for him and find him, though he is 
not far from each one of  us.  (Acts 17:26–27) 

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 72 (71) continues very much in 
the same vein as the first reading, with a 
prayer for the king who is to bring last-
ing peace. The response says it all: In his 
days justice shall flourish, and peace till the 
moon fails. Another version of  that reads: 
During his days the godly will flourish; peace 
will prevail as long as the moon remains in the 
sky. (Psalms 72:7 NET) 

SUNDAY INTRODUCTIONS 

First reading 	 	 	   

Isaiah 11:1-10  
What do you hope for in life? Our read-
ing portrays deep human longing for 
wisdom and courage, reconciliation and 
peace. The animal images are startling 
but that’s the point! 

Second reading 	 	         

Romans 15:4-9 
There are always divisions and, even in 
Paul’s day, the churches in Rome were 
divided along ethnic lines: Christians of  
Gentile and Jewish origins did not agree  
with one another and even help each 
other is considerable disdain. Paul ap-
peals for greater hospitality and inclu-
siveness.   

Gospel		 	                  

Matthew 15:1-12 
John the Baptist proclaimed repentance, 
that is, conversion of  heart and life. It is 
still a challenge at the very heart of  be-
ing a disciple.  

WEEKDAY INTRODUCTIONS 

Monday 9 December 
Immaculate Conception of  the BVM  

Genesis 3:9-15, 20 
The early stories in Genesis explore 
common human experiences , including 
sin, shame and the “outsourcing” of  
blame! All very human, of  course. The 
serpent symbolises something more sin-
ister—the power of  sin, against which 
we need the grace of  God. 

Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-2 
The great hymn from Ephesians ex-
plores God’s grace in Christ, thus invit-
ing us to engagement gratitude.  

Luke 1:26-38 
Mary’s yes is in con-
trast to the “no” of  
Adam and Eve...and 
all the rest of  us of  
course! It is great to 
hear again that “noth-
ing is impossible for 
God.” 

Tuesday 10 December  

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Powerful images in this reading should 
awaken a deep longing in our hearts. Let 
us come again to the great shepherd of  
our souls, holding us and leading us in 
all circumstances.  

Matthew 18:12-14 
The parable of  the lost sheep makes a 
direct link with Isaiah. Of  course, the 
ninety-nine who don’t stray at all also 
don’t really exist! We are, all of  us, lost 
sheep and in need of  guidance.   

Wednesday 11 December 
St Damasus, bishop of  Rome 

Isaiah 40:25-31 
At times we think God is so remote and 
we are so insignificant. This reading 
“corrects” that impression. Our great 
transcendent God is ever near, nearer to 
us than we are to ourselves (attributed to 
St Augustine).   

Matthew 11:28-30 
Just how near our God is to us is dis-
closed in Jesus. He is able to help us be-

cause he is like us, as the letter to the 
Hebrews teaches.   

Thursday 12 December 
Our Lady of  Guadalupe  

Isaiah 41:13-20  
The opening line of  this poem give the 
key to the rest: Do not be afraid. The read-
ing goes on to explore such deep trust 
using several metaphors: harvesting, 
drought and barrenness.  

Matthew 11:11-15 
So, who really was John the Baptist? In 
Jesus’ estimation, John was the greatest 
of  the old dispensation. In orthodox 
tradition he is called the forerunner, the 
prodromos. Yet even he falls into the sec-
ond rank compared with the least in the 
kingdom of  heaven!  

Friday 13 December 
St Lucy, virgin and martyr 

Isaiah 48:17-19 
Our reading has a double edge. On the 
one hand, it explains why the great Exile 
took place. On the other, it holds out a 
new offer of  salvation. Perhaps I need to 
hear these warning words: If  only you had 
been alert to my commands.  

Matthew 11:16-19 
The waywardness of  children is familiar 
and they can be hard to please. So can 
we all, of  course, as we “protect” our-
selves from the challenge of  the en-
counter with Christ.   

Saturday 14 December 
St John of  the Cross, priest and doctor 

Ecclesiasticus 48:1-4, 9-12 
John the Baptist was portrayed as an 
Elijah-type figure. Today we hear a 
much later appreciation of  the great 
Elijah himself. In the Bible, Elijah is a 
touch character and so the very last line 
of  this reading may surprise.  

Matthew 17:10-13 
Elijah comes up again in the Gospel. 
John the Baptist is portrayed as an Eli-
jah-type figure and in Matthew’s Gospel 
this identification is resoundingly af-
firmed. According to biblical tradition, it 
means the end times have come and the 
messiah is about to be ushered in. 
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THE LITURGY 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72; Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12
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