
TAKING ANOTHER LOOK 
AT LUKE’S JESUS 

(2) Birth: Samuel and 
David

A  
GREAT PROPHET 

HAS ARISEN 
AMONG US 

(LUKE 7:16)



PROGRAMME

1. How to read Luke 

2. Birth: Samuel and David (Luke 1-2) 

3. Mission: Isaiah (Luke 4) 

4. Role: Elijah (Luke 7) 

5. Identity: Moses (Luke 9) 

6. Proclamation: Acts 2 



SEQUENCE
• The Birth Narratives 

• Samuel 

• Thus far… 

• David 

• Thus far… 

• John the Baptist 

• And so…



BIRTH NARRATIVES

• Biography, including the following elements: 

★ Pre-public career of a great person 

★ Family background 

★ Miraculous conception 

★ Omens and other predictions of future 
greatness 

★ Childhood prodigies



BIRTH NARRATIVES
• Suetonius Lives of the Twelve Caesars Augustus 

94, as follows: 

★ Portents (6 of 14 items) 

★ Dreams (3 of 14 items) 

★ Prophecies (2 of 14 items) 

★ Childhood Prodigies (2 of 14 items) 

★ Miraculous conception by Apollo (1 of 14 
items)



BIRTH NARRATIVES
1. Two angelophanies 

• 1:26-38 (birth and destiny) 

• 2:8-20 (birth of the saviour) 

2. Four prophecies 

• 1:67-70 by Zechariah 

• 2:25-35 by Simeon 

• 2:36-38 by Anna 

• 3:16-17 by John the Baptist



BIRTH NARRATIVES
3. Portent 

•  1:41-45 (portent and prophetic interpretation) 

4. Event  

• 3:21-22 (= 1:41-45; portent and interpretation) 

• Descent of the Holy Spirt; bath qol 

5. Prodigies 

• 2:41-51 (astounds the rabbis) 

• 4:1-13 (defeats the devil) 

6. Family 

• Genealogy, via David to Adam



BIRTH NARRATIVESGenealogy 1:1-17

A Joseph’s dream 
Jesus’ birth 1:18-25 Isaiah 7:24

B The Magi 2:1-12 Micah 5:1, 3 
2 Sam 5:2

C Flight into Egypt 2:13-15 Hos 11:1

D The holy innocents 2:16-18 Jer 31:15

E Return (to Nazareth) 2:19-23 ?Jdg 13:5-7 
?Is 11:1



1. Annunciation of 
the birth of John 

the Baptist 

2. Annunciation of 
the birth of Jesus 

the Messiah

Luke 1:1-25 
Luke 1:26-38

3. The visitation (Magnificat) Luke 1:39-56

4. The birth of John 
the Baptist 

(Benedictus)

5. The birth of 
Jesus the Messiah 

(Gloria)

Luke 1:57-80 
Luke 2:1-20

6. The presentation (Nunc dimittis) Luke 2:21-40

7. Jesus in the Temple Luke 2:41-52



SAMUEL

• Samuel’s birth story (1 Sam. 1) reports that his father Elkanah was an 
Ephraimite from Ramathaim-zophim.  

• His mother Hannah was barren and was given the child Samuel as 
God’s response to her fervent prayer.  

• In return she devoted the boy to the service of the Lord, and he came 
to Shiloh to serve under the priest Eli, presumably to take up priestly 
duties himself. 



SAMUEL
• Appearance of the angel of the Lord, or the Lord  

• Fear or prostration 

• The divine message 

• An objection of the visionary 

• The giving of a sign 

• This pattern is valid for Abraham & Sarah, Isaac & Rebekah, Jacob & 
Leah + Rachel, Manoah & his woman, Elkanah & Hannah, Zechariah & 
Elizabeth, Joseph & Mary.  

• It can also be looked at in more detail. 



SAMUELELEMENT ABRAHAM AND 
SARAH

ELKANAH AND 
HANNAH

ZECHARIAH AND 
ELIZABETH

JOSEPH AND 
MARY

BARRENNESS Yes Yes Yes Yes/virgin

ATTEMPT Yes Yes Implied No

PROMISE OF A 
CHILD Yes ? Yes Yes

INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE CHILD Yes No Yes Yes

REACTION TO THE 
PROMISE Yes Yes (possibly) Yes Yes

THE LORD BRINGS 
A CHILD Yes Yes Yes Yes

NAMING THE 
CHILD Yes Yes Yes Yes

COMMAND TO 
NAME THE CHILD Yes No Yes Yes

CHILD’S 
PROSPERITY IN THE 

LORD 
Yes Yes Yes Yes



SAMUEL

• Annunciations: See also: Ishmael Gen 16:7-12; Isaac 17:1-21; 18:1-12; 
Samson Jdg 13:3-21; John the Baptist Lk 1:11-20; Jesus Mt 1:20-21. 

• OT couples: Elkanah and Hannah: 1Sam 1-3; 1:17; Abraham and 
Sarah: Gen 18:11 

• Davidic descent (many places)  

• Accomplishments of the child: 2Sam 7:9, 13-14, 16.  Cf. also Ps 2:7 and 
89:29; Is 11:1-2; 4:2-3; 2Sam 7:14



(1 Sam 1:11“O LORD of hosts,  
 if you will look with compassion  

 on the suffering of your female servant,  

1 Sam 2:1   Hannah prayed, 
 “My heart rejoices in the LORD; 

 my horn is exalted high because of the LORD. 

 I loudly denounce my enemies, 
 for I am happy that you delivered me. 

2  No one is holy like the LORD! 

 There is no one other than you! 

 There is no rock like our God!  
3  Don’t keep speaking so arrogantly, 

 letting proud talk come out of your mouth! 

 For the LORD is a God who knows; 
 he evaluates what people do.  

4  The bows of warriors are shattered, 

 but those who stumble find their strength reinforced.  
5  Those who are well-fed hire themselves out to earn food, 

 but the hungry no longer lack. 

 Even the barren woman gives birth to seven, 

 but the one with many children withers away. 
6  The LORD both kills and gives life; 

 he brings down to the grave and raises up.  

7  The LORD impoverishes and makes wealthy; 
 he humbles and he exalts.  

8  He lifts the weak from the dust; 

 he raises the poor from the ash heap 
 to seat them with princes 

 and to bestow on them an honoured position. 

 The foundations of the earth belong to the LORD, 

 and he has placed the world on them.  
9  He watches over his holy ones, 

 but the wicked are made speechless in the darkness, 

 for it is not by one’s own strength that one prevails.  
10  The LORD shatters his adversaries; 

 he thunders against them from the heavens. 

 The LORD executes judgment to the ends of the earth. 
 He will strengthen his king 

 and exalt the power of his anointed one.” 

Luke 1:46   And Mary said, 
 “My soul exalts the Lord, 

47  and my spirit has begun to rejoice in God my Saviour,  

48  because he has looked upon the humble state of his servant. 
 For from now on all generations will call me blessed, 

49  because he who is mighty has done great things for me,   

 and holy is his name;  
50  from generation to generation he is merciful to those who fear him.  

51  He has demonstrated power with his arm;  

 he has scattered those whose pride wells up  

 from the sheer arrogance of their hearts.  
52  He has brought down the mighty from their thrones,  

 and has lifted up those of lowly position; 

53  he has filled the hungry with good things,  
 and has sent the rich away empty. 

54  He has helped his servant Israel, remembering his mercy, 

55  as he promised to our ancestors, to Abraham  
 and to his descendants forever.” 
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24 Once she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with three 
bulls, an ephah of flour, and a container of wine. She brought him to the 

LORD’s house at Shiloh, even though he was young. 25 Once the bull had 

been slaughtered, they brought the boy to Eli. 26 She said, “Just as 
surely as you are alive, my lord, I am the woman who previously stood 

here with you in order to pray to the LORD. 27 I prayed for this boy, and the 

LORD has given me the request that I asked of him. 28 Now I dedicate him 
to the LORD. From this time on he is dedicated to the LORD.” Then they 

worshiped the LORD there.  

20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife saying, “May the LORD raise up 
for you descendants from this woman to replace the one that she 

dedicated to the LORD.” Then they would go to their home. 21 So the LORD 

graciously attended to Hannah, and she was able to conceive and gave 
birth to three sons and two daughters. The boy Samuel grew up at the 

LORD’s sanctuary. 

1 Sam 2:22   Now Eli was very old when he heard about everything that his 

sons used to do to all the people of Israel and how they used to have sex 

with the women who were stationed at the entrance to the tent of 

meeting.  
  

1 Sam 2:26   Now the boy Samuel was growing up and finding favour 

both with the LORD and with people.  

Luke 2:22   Now when the time came for their purification according to the 
law of Moses, Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord 23 (just as it is written in the law of the Lord, 

“Every firstborn male will be set apart to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is specified in the law of the Lord, a pair of 

doves or two young pigeons. 

Luke 2:25   Now there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon who was 

righteous and devout, looking for the restoration of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit was upon him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 

he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 So Simeon, 
directed by the Spirit, came into the temple courts, and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus to do for him what was customary according to 

the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and blessed God 

Luke 2:33   So the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said 

about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
“Listen carefully: This child is destined to be the cause of the falling and 

rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be rejected. 35 Indeed, as 

a result of him the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed–and a sword 

will pierce your own soul as well!” 

Luke 2:36   There was also a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 

the tribe of Asher. She was very old, having been married to her husband 
for seven years until his death. 37 She had lived as a widow since then for 

eighty-four years. She never left the temple, worshiping with fasting and 

prayer night and day.  

40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom, and 

the favour of God was upon him.
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20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife saying, “May the LORD raise up 
for you descendants from this woman to replace the one that she 

dedicated to the LORD.” Then they would go to their home. 21 So the LORD 

graciously attended to Hannah, and she was able to conceive and gave 
birth to three sons and two daughters. The boy Samuel grew up at the 

LORD’s sanctuary. 

1 Sam 2:22   Now Eli was very old when he heard about everything that his 

sons used to do to all the people of Israel and how they used to have sex 

with the women who were stationed at the entrance to the tent of 

meeting.  
  

1 Sam 2:26   Now the boy Samuel was growing up and finding favour 

both with the LORD and with people.  

Luke 2:22   Now when the time came for their purification according to the 
law of Moses, Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord 23 (just as it is written in the law of the Lord, 

“Every firstborn male will be set apart to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is specified in the law of the Lord, a pair of 

doves or two young pigeons. 

Luke 2:25   Now there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon who was 

righteous and devout, looking for the restoration of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit was upon him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 

he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 So Simeon, 
directed by the Spirit, came into the temple courts, and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus to do for him what was customary according to 

the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and blessed God 

Luke 2:33   So the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said 

about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
“Listen carefully: This child is destined to be the cause of the falling and 

rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be rejected. 35 Indeed, as 

a result of him the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed–and a sword 

will pierce your own soul as well!” 

Luke 2:36   There was also a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 

the tribe of Asher. She was very old, having been married to her husband 
for seven years until his death. 37 She had lived as a widow since then for 

eighty-four years. She never left the temple, worshiping with fasting and 

prayer night and day.  

40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom, and 

the favour of God was upon him.
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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

• Samuel continues to be significant in the Acts of 
the Apostles 

• Acts 3:24 And all the prophets, from Samuel and 
those who followed him, have spoken about and 
announced these days.  

• Acts 13:20 All this took about four hundred fifty 
years. After this he gave them judges until the 
time of Samuel the prophet. 



THUS FAR…
• Samuel is a key prophet in the Old 

Testament. 

• The story of his birth is richly told. 

• Samuel chooses David as king and 
anoints him at Bethlehem. 

1 Sam 16:4   Samuel did what the LORD 
told him. When he arrived in 
Bethlehem, the elders of the city were 
afraid to meet him. They said, “Do you 
come in peace?” 5 He replied, “Yes, in 
peace. I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come 
with me to the sacrifice.” So he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons and 
invited them to the sacrifice. 

11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Is that 
all of the young men?” Jesse replied, 
“There is still the youngest one, but he’s 
taking care of the flock.” Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and get him, for we 
cannot turn our attention to other 
things until he comes here.”  

1 Sam 16:12   So Jesse had him 
brought in. Now he was ruddy, with 
attractive eyes and a handsome 
appearance. The LORD said, “Go and 
anoint him. This is the one!” 13 So 
Samuel took the horn full of olive oil 
and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers. The Spirit of the LORD rushed 
upon David from that day onward. 



DAVID
• Luke 1:27 …to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, a 

descendant of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary.  

• Luke 1:32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David.  

• Luke 1:69  For he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David, 

• Luke 2:4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and family line of David.  

• Luke 2:11 Today your Saviour is born in the city of David. He is Christ 
the Lord. 



DAVID
Luke 18:38 So he called out, “Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
39 And those who were in front 
scolded him to get him to be quiet, 
but he shouted even more, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 40 So 
Jesus stopped and ordered the 
beggar to be brought to him. When 
the man came near, Jesus asked 
him, 41 “What do you want me to 
do for you?” He replied, “Lord, let 
me see again.” 42 Jesus said to him, 
“Receive your sight; your faith has 
healed you.” 43 And immediately he 
regained his sight and followed 
Jesus, praising God. When all the 

people saw it, they too gave praise 
to God. 

Luke 20:41   But he said to them, 
“How is it that they say that the 
Christ is David’s son? 42 For David 
himself says in the book of Psalms, 

‘The Lord said to my lord, “Sit at my 
right hand,  

43  until I make your enemies a 
footstool for your feet.”’ 44 If David 
then calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be 
his son?”



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
Acts 1:16 “Brothers, the scripture had to be fulfilled that the Holy Spirit 
foretold through David concerning Judas—who became the guide for those 
who arrested Jesus– (Ps 69:26) 

Acts 2:25 For David says about him, ‘I saw the Lord always in front of me, for 
he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart was 
glad and my tongue rejoiced; my body also will live in hope, 27  because 
you will not leave my soul in Hades,  nor permit your Holy One to 
experience decay. 28  You have made known to me the paths of life; you will 
make me full of joy with your presence.’ (Ps 16:8–11) 29   “Brothers, I can 
speak confidently to you about our forefather David, that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  31 David by foreseeing this 
spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was neither abandoned 
to Hades, nor did his body experience decay.2:34 For David did not ascend 
into heaven, but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my lord, “Sit at my right 
hand ‘The Lord said to my lord, “Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your 
enemies a footstool for your feet.”’36   Therefore let all the house of Israel 
know beyond a doubt that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified 
both Lord and Christ.”



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
Acts 4:25 who said by the Holy Spirit through your servant David our forefather, 
‘Why do the nations rage, and the peoples plot foolish things?’ (Ps 2:1-2) 

Acts 7:45 Our ancestors received possession of it and brought it in with Joshua 
when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our ancestors, 
until the time of David.  

Acts 13:22 After removing him, God raised up David their king. He testified 
about him: ‘I have found David (Ps 89:20) the son of Jesse to be a man after 
my heart, (1 Sam 13:14) who will accomplish everything I want him to do.’ 

Acts 13:34 But regarding the fact that he has raised Jesus from the dead, never 
again to be in a state of decay, God has spoken in this way: ‘I will give you the 
holy and trustworthy promises made to David.’ (Is 55:3) 36 For David, after he 
had served God’s purpose in his own generation, died, was buried with his 
ancestors, and experienced decay,  

Acts 15:16  ‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the fallen tent of David; I 
will rebuild its ruins and restore it.’  (Amos 9:11)



THUS FAR…
• David is both king and anointed. 

• As the supposed author of the Psalms he was understood to be a 
prophet.  

• He is vital for the birth stories. 

• He has some importance in the Gospel of Luke.  

• He is essential for the discussion of the identity of Jesus in the Acts. 

• He is the figure of continuity between the Old and New Testaments, 
given that both Elijah and Moses had “gone away” at the 
Transfiguration.  

• The next slide captures this well. 



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
Acts 13:32 And we proclaim to you the good news about the 
promise to our ancestors, 33 that this promise God has fulfilled to 
us, their children, by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second 
psalm, ‘You are my Son; today I have fathered you.’ 34 But 
regarding the fact that he has raised Jesus from the dead, never 
again to be in a state of decay, God has spoken in this way: ‘I will 
give you the holy and trustworthy promises made to David.’ 35 
Therefore he also says in another psalm, ‘You will not permit your 
Holy One to experience decay.’ 36 For David, after he had served 
God’s purpose in his own generation, died, was buried with his 
ancestors, and experienced decay, 37 but the one whom God 
raised up did not experience decay. 38 Therefore let it be known to 
you, brothers, that through this one forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you, 39 and by this one everyone who believes is 
justified from everything from which the law of Moses could not 
justify you. 



JOHN THE BAPTIST
• The “career” of Jesus really starts in 4:16-30 

• 1:5-4:15 makes up the first major unit 

• Three episodes dealing with John and Jesus 

★ 1:5-25 corresponds to 1:26-38 (annunciations) 

★ (1:39-56 = transition) 

★ 1:57-80 corresponds to 2:1-52 (births) 

★ 3:1-20 corresponds to 3:21-4:15



JOHN THE BAPTIST
•  Jesus’s origins and training (1:1–4:13)     

•   Jesus’s mighty words and deeds in Galilee (4:14–9:50)   

•   Jesus’s mighty words and deeds along the way (part 1) (9:51–14:35) 

• Jesus’s mighty words and deeds along the way (part 2) (15:1–19:44)  

•   Jesus in Jerusalem: teachings, death, and resurrection (19:45–24:53)



JOHN THE BAPTIST
• A reader of Luke, familiar with the conventions 

of biographical writings, would have taken 
1:5-4:15 as an anticipation / prophecy / 
foreshadowing of the future career of Jesus. 

• In other words, the reader is provided with a 
detailed theological description of the hero 
before the real narrative starts in 4:16. 

• This detailed theological presentation is deeply 
indebted to the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament.  



JOHN THE BAPTIST
Annunciations: John and Jesus (1:5–56)   

•  The annunciation of John’s birth (1:5–25)   

•  The annunciation of Jesus’s birth (1:26–38)   

•  The visitation (1:39–56)   

 Birth and training: John and Jesus (1:57–2:52)   

• John’s birth and upbringing (1:57–80)   

•  Jesus’s birth and upbringing (2:1–52)   

Beginning Jesus’s public ministry (3:1–4:13)   

•   John in the wilderness (3:1–20)   

•   Jesus in the wilderness (3:21–4:13)  



TITLE TEXT
Table 1

TOPIC OF 
SYNKRISIS JOHN THE BAPTIST JESUS

HOMELAND Judea (1:5a) Galilee (1:26a)

CITY Jerusalem (implied by father’s status as “priest”; 1:5b) Nazareth (1:26b), but born in Bethlehem (2:4)

FATHER Zechariah (1:5b) Joseph (1:27a), but conceived by the Holy Spirit as God’s son (1:35; cf. 3:21–38)

ANCESTORS Zechariah from the priestly order of Abijah (1:5b) Joseph from the house of David (1:27b)

MOTHER
Zechariah’s wife, a descendent of Aaron (1:5c); “Her name was 
Elizabeth” (1:5c)

“The name of the virgin was Mary” (1:27c)

MARVELOUS 
OCCURRENCE
S AT BIRTH

Zechariah’s vision of an angel (1:11–12) Mary’s vision of an angel (1:28–29)

 
Angel’s oracle to Zechariah concerning birth, name, and career (= 
preparer figure) of son (1:13–17)

angel’s oracle to Mary concerning birth, name, and career (= Messiah) of son (1:30–37)

 
Zechariah does not believe the oracle; he receives another oracle 
concerning his punishment for his unbelief (1:18–23)

Mary believes the oracle; she receives another oracle—from Elizabeth—blessing her and praising her 
for her belief (1:38–45)

 
Oracle’s fulfilment celebrated by Elizabeth: the Lord “looks 
favourably upon her” (she conceives despite barrenness; 1:24–25)

oracle’s fulfilment celebrated by Mary: the Lord “looks favourably upon her” (she conceives despite 
virginity; 1:46–56)

  Oracle’s fulfilment: Elizabeth bears a son (1:57) oracle’s fulfilment: Mary bears a son (2:1–7)

  neighbours/relatives told of birth (1:58)
shepherds told of birth (2:8–13) through visions (2:9, 13) and oracles (2:10–12, 14); given a “sign”: 
“you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger” (2:12 NRSV)

   
shepherd’s witness, report marvelous events that occurred immediately after birth; amazement 
ensues (2:8–20)

   
portentous distancing from Joseph: Jesus dedicated as firstborn to his “Father’s house” (2:49), but 
not sacrificially redeemed by Joseph

    oracle’s fulfillment: the child is named Jesus at his circumcision (2:21)

   
Mary, hearing the shepherd’s report, ponders marvelous events that occurred after Jesus’s birth 
(2:19)

    three concluding oracles concerning the child Jesus (2:25–39)

NURTURE AND 
TRAINING the child grows and becomes strong (1:80a) the child grows and becomes strong (2:40–52)

  was in wilderness prior to beginning public career (1:80b) was in wilderness prior to beginning public career (3:21–23; 4:1–13)



TITLE TEXT
Table 1

TOPIC OF 
SYNKRISIS JOHN THE BAPTIST JESUS

HOMELAND Judea (1:5a) Galilee (1:26a)

CITY
Jerusalem (implied by father’s status as 
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Nazareth (1:26b), but born in Bethlehem (2:4)

FATHER Zechariah (1:5b)
Joseph (1:27a), but conceived by the Holy Spirit as God’s son 
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ANCESTORS
Zechariah from the priestly order of Abijah 
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Joseph from the house of David (1:27b)

MOTHER
Zechariah’s wife, a descendent of Aaron 
(1:5c); “Her name was Elizabeth” (1:5c)

“The name of the virgin was Mary” (1:27c)

MARVELOUS 
OCCURRENC
ES AT BIRTH

Zechariah’s vision of an angel (1:11–12) Mary’s vision of an angel (1:28–29)

 

angel’s oracle to Zechariah concerning birth, 
name, and career (= preparer figure) of son 
(1:13–17)

angel’s oracle to Mary concerning birth, name, and career (= 
Messiah) of son (1:30–37)

 

Zechariah does not believe the oracle; he 
receives another oracle concerning his 
punishment for his unbelief (1:18–23)

Mary believes the oracle; she receives another oracle—from 
Elizabeth—blessing her and praising her for her belief (1:38–45)



TITLE TEXT
Table 1

TOPIC OF 
SYNKRISIS JOHN THE BAPTIST JESUS
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  neighbours/relatives told of birth (1:58)
shepherds told of birth (2:8–13) through visions (2:9, 13) and oracles 
(2:10–12, 14); given a “sign”: “you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger” (2:12 NRSV)

    shepherd’s witness, report marvelous events that occurred 
immediately after birth; amazement ensues (2:8–20)

    portentous distancing from Joseph: Jesus dedicated as firstborn to his 
“Father’s house” (2:49), but not sacrificially redeemed by Joseph

    oracle’s fulfillment: the child is named Jesus at his circumcision (2:21)

    Mary, hearing the shepherd’s report, ponders marvelous events that 
occurred after Jesus’s birth (2:19)

    three concluding oracles concerning the child Jesus (2:25–39)

NURTURE 
AND 
TRAINING

the child grows and becomes strong (1:80a) the child grows and becomes strong (2:40–52)

  was in wilderness prior to beginning public 
career (1:80b) was in wilderness prior to beginning public career (3:21–23; 4:1–13)



JOHN THE BAPTIST
• Luke 1:17 “With the spirit and power 

of Elijah he will go before him, to 
turn the hearts of parents to their 
children, and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous, to make 
ready a people prepared for the 
Lord.”  

• Luke 1:18 Zechariah said to the 
angel, “How will I know that this is 
so? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is getting on in years.”   

• Luke 1:15 for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He must never 
drink wine or strong drink; even 
before his birth he will be filled with 
the Holy Spirit.   

• Luke 1:35 The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 

• Luke 1:34 Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?”   

• Luke 1:32 “He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David.  33 
He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 



JOHN THE BAPTIST
• John = prophet (1:16-17; 1:76; 3:1-6) 

• Jesus = Messiah (1:32-33; 1:69; 2:4, 11; 
3:23-38) 

• Jesus = Son of God (1:35, 2:49; 3:22) 

• John: prophet, to prepare, go before 

• Jesus: Saviour, House of David, mercy, 
Abraham, holiness, righteousness, 
salvation, forgiveness, light, dawn, peace



AND SO…
• Luke has chosen to prepare for the presentation of Jesus by writing 

1:5-4:15. 

• Biography: cultural embedded expectations, fulfilled in detail, but with 
special emphasis on miraculous conception and birth.  

• Luke sets up a three-fold prophetic context for Jesus: Samuel, David 
and John the Baptist. 

• Luke thus established continuity and discontinuity, identity and 
difference.  

• Thus, Jesus will be a prophet (as we shall see) but much, much more.  

• Rooting the story firmly in the Hebrew Bible meets one of the 
requirements of the time, threatened by proto-Marcionism.  

• The God of the Hebrew Bible and the God of Jesus as the one God. 


