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Luke 1:57     Now the time came for 
Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a 
son.  58 Her neighbours and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown his great 
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 

Luke 1:59 On the eighth day they came 
to circumcise the child, and they were 
going to name him Zechariah after his 
father.  60 But his mother said, “No; he 
is to be called John.”  61 They said to 
her, “None of  your relatives has this 
name.”  62 Then they began motioning 
to his father to find out what name he 
wanted to give him.  63 He asked for a 
writing tablet and wrote, “His name is 
John.” And all of  them were amazed.  
64 Immediately his mouth was opened 
and his tongue freed, and he began to 
speak, praising God.  65 Fear came over 
all their neighbours, and all these things 
were talked about throughout the entire 
hill country of  Judea.  66 All who heard 
them pondered them and said, “What 
then will this child become?” For, in-
deed, the hand of  the Lord was with 
him.  

Luke 1:80    The child grew and became 
strong in spirit, and he was in the wil-
derness until the day he appeared pub-
licly to Israel.        

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

The birth of  John the Baptist is recoun-
ted only in Luke’s Gospel. The fact of  
his birth is undisputed (!). However, the 
manner of  the telling closely reflects the 
theology of  Luke and, indeed, his anxi-
ety both to relate and to distinguish John 
the forerunner and Jesus the coming 
one.    

KIND OF WRITING 

Chiefly, this a birth and naming narrat-
ive. Conventionally, the life story (bios) of  
an important person would always in-
clude signs and portents at the birth. 
The unexpected affirmation of  the 
name by the mute (and deaf) Zechariah 
triggers his recovery of  speech, causing 
tremendous wonder and anticipation. 
Finally, the neighbours asked the right 

question about John.  

Birth: vv. 57-58 
Circumcision: v. 59a 
Naming: vv. 59b-66 
Prophecy of  Zechariah: vv. 67-79 
Summary: v. 80.   

Our reading omits the canticle of  
Zechariah but it is of  obvious signific-
ance for the overall telling.   

OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND 

The women of  the neighbourhood gave 
him a name, saying, “A son has been 
born to Naomi.” They named him 
Obed; he became the father of  Jesse, the 
father of  David.  (Ruth 4:17) 

The woman bore a son, and named him 
Samson. The boy grew, and the LORD 
blessed him. (Judg 13:24) 

When I became a man I married a wo-
man, a member of  our own family, and 
by her I became the father of  a son 
whom I named Tobias.  (Tob 1:9) 

Now the boy Samuel continued to grow 
both in stature and in favour with the 
LORD and with the people. (1 Sam 2:26) 

The hand of  the Lord 
This expression is often negative (e.g. 
Judges 2:15). In certain contexts, espe-
cially in the prophets, it can also be pos-
itive (e.g. 1 Kings 4:46). The positive use 
is frequent in Ezekiel (Ezek 1:3; 3:14, 22; 
8:1; 33:22; 37:1; 40:1).  

Cf. And now listen—the hand of  the Lord is 
against you, and you will be blind for a 

while, unable to see the sun.” Immedi-
ately mist and darkness came over him, 
and he went about groping for someone 
to lead him by the hand.  (Acts 13:11)  

Luke uses the positive sense, of  course, 
as found in LXX Ex 13:3; 1 Chron 4:10; 
Ps 74:9 [= 75:8 English].   

NEW TESTAMENT FOREGROUND 

The continued existence of  a baptist movement 
is attested in the Acts and elsewhere.  

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul 
passed through the interior regions and 
came to Ephesus, where he found some 
disciples. He said to them, “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you be-
came believers?” They replied, “No, we 
have not even heard that there is a Holy 
Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then 
were you baptised?” They answered, 
“Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John 
baptised with the baptism of  repentance, 
telling the people to believe in the one 
who was to come after him, that is, in 
Jesus.” On hearing this, they were bap-
tised in the name of  the Lord Jesus. 
When Paul had laid his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
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BIBLICAL RESOURCES 
Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139 (138); Acts 13:22-26; Luke 1:57-66, 80

The Birth of  John the Baptist Thought for the day 

A birth is never “just” a birth. Each 
new life is always a gift and, at the 
same time, an affirmation, a sign of  
hope. Even in difficult circumstances, 
joy is the spontaneous response and 
with such joy comes a new sense of  
being more alive, more ourselves, 
more “graced”, with a raised aware-
ness of  God-with-us. Parents wonder 
always “what will become of  this 
child?” What holds for each of  us was 
also true of  John the Baptist, only all 
the more so, as we see in Luke’s ac-
count. He was the last of  the old and 
the first of  the new, a prophet between 
the times — not unlike ourselves!          

Prayer 

As we continue to grow strong in spir-
it, Lord, help us to become the person 
whose real potential is known to you 
alone. May the hand of  your blessing 
be upon us all, now and evermore.   
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they spoke in tongues and prophesied— 
altogether there were about twelve of  
them. (Acts 19:1–7)  

ST PAUL 

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am 
not lying; my conscience confirms it by 
the Holy Spirit— I have great sorrow 
and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I 
could wish that I myself  were accursed 
and cut off  from Christ for the sake of  
my own people, my kindred according to 
the flesh. They are Israelites, and to 
them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of  the law, the 
worship, and the promises; to them be-
long the patriarchs, and from them, ac-
cording to the flesh, comes the Messiah, 
who is over all, God blessed forever. 
Amen.  (Rom 9:1–5) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 57 The language imitates the 
Old Testament. Even though the report 
of  the actual birth is succinct, the full 
story is longer than the report of  Jesus’ 
birth.  

Verse 58 Given the silence of  Zechari-
ah and the seclusion of  Elizabeth, the 
neighbours also learn of  God’s mercy 
(Luke 1:50, 54, 58, 72, 78) and rejoice 
(Luke 1:14, 44, 47, 58; 2:10) at the 
double blessing of  son born to an aged 
couple.  

Verse 59 Luke shows the parents of  
John fulfilling the Law. Naming was 
joined to circumcision, the rite by which 
a boy was joined to the people of  God. 
Naming after the father was a custom in 
some quarters.  

Verse 60 It was the father’s role to 
name the child and so acknowledge his 

paternity (Tob 1:9 above). The interven-
tion by Elizabeth is forced by the silence 
of  her husband. At the same time, nam-
ing by mothers is attested in the Hebrew 
Bible (see above). In the telling, this is 
regarded as a miracle because otherwise 
how could she have known the message 
of  the angel? 

Verse 61 This natural reaction triggers 
in turn the application to Zechariah.  

Verse 62 The word for dumb can also 
include the idea of  being deaf  (Hab. 
2:18–19 LXX; 3 Macc. 4:16). Hence the 
need to signal to Zechariah.  

Verse 63 The husband confirms his 
wife’s miraculous information, which in 
turn triggers the reaction of  amazement 
(Luke 1:21, 63; 2:18, 33). 

Verse 64 Another miraculous sign: the 
father recovers his power of  speech. He 
will use it well in the canticle which fol-
lows.   

Verse 65 Fear here means “holy awe” 
rather than fright. Again, it is frequent in 
these stories (Luke 1:12–13, 30, 50, 65; 
2:9–10). Fear and wide discussion indic-
ate the importance of  what has taken 
place.   

Verse 66 There are three notes here. 
First of  all, pondering —  prayerful 
mulling over something. The Greek is 
rather expressive: they lay it on their 
hearts. A related, slightly different, ex-
pression is used of  Mary: she preserved 
these things in her heart (Luke 2:51). 
Secondly, a question is asked about the 
future of  this child — the question about 
John. Finally, using a biblicism, we are 
told that the “hand of  the Lord” was 
with him. Luke tells us that the identity 
and destiny of  this child are in the hands 

of  God.  

Verse 80 The closing verse reminds us 
of  Samson and Samuel (see above). In 
the wilderness: this does not mean that 
John was a follower of  the Essene 
movement. Rather, the wilderness is the 
place of  testing and encounter with 
God. Before turning to the story of  Je-
sus’ birth, Luke rounds off  this section 
while looking forward to the adult career 
of  John (see the ringing introduction in 
Luke 3). Luke discretely contrasts the 
evolution of  the baptist with that of  the 
Messiah: And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
in years, and in divine and human favour.  
(Luke 2:52) The chart below indicates 
some of  the points of  comparison and 
contrast between Jesus and John in Luke 
1-4.         

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. The birth of  John the Baptist was an 
occasion of  great joy for family and 
friends.   Recall occasions when you cel-
ebrated the arrival of  a baby. What 
thoughts and feelings did you have? Use 
the memory to reflect on the wonder of  
your own life and give thanks for it. 

2. There is often a story behind the 
name given to a child.   What story lies 
behind your name? Perhaps it says 
something of  the hopes your parents 
had for you, or the memories they 
wanted you to retain.  

3. “What will this child become?” The 
Baptist was to become a herald pointing 
the way to Jesus. In our turn we are also 
called to point people towards a better 
way of  life. Recall times when you were 
able to point somebody in a direction 
that helped. Give thanks for those who 
have done the same for you. 

4. The child grew and the hand of  the 
Lord was with him. As you look back on 
your own growth and development, 
were there things that happened about 
which you now say “the hand of  the 
Lord was with me there”? 

PRAYER 

God most high, from his mother’s womb 
you destined John the Baptist to preach 
repentance, to challenge hardened 
hearts, and so to hear salvation. 

Grant us to embrace the conversion he 
proclaimed and to follow the one whose 
coming he announced, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.  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John the Baptist Jesus

Oracle’s fulfilment: Elizabeth bears 
a son (1:57) Oracle’s fulfilment: Mary bears a son (2:1–7)

Neighbours/relatives told of  birth 
(1:58)

Shepherds told of  birth (2:8–13) through 
visions (2:9, 13) and oracles (2:10–12, 14); 
given a “sign”: “you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of  cloth and lying in a 
manger” (2:12 NRSV)

Oracle’s fulfilment: the child is 
name John (1:63)

Oracle’s fulfillment: the child is named Jesus 
at his circumcision (2:21)

The child grows and becomes 
strong (1:80a)

The child grows and becomes strong (2:40–
52)

John was in wilderness prior to 
beginning public career (1:80b)

Jesus was in wilderness prior to beginning 
public career (3:21–23; 4:1–13)

http://www.tarsus.ie


Sunday 12B 24 June 2018

Acts 13:22 Paul said,  “When God had 
removed him, he made David their king. 
In his testimony about him he said, ‘I 
have found David, son of  Jesse, to be a 
man after my heart, who will carry out 
all my wishes.’  23 Of  this man’s poster-
ity God has brought to Israel a Saviour, 
Jesus, as he promised;  24 before his 
coming John had already proclaimed a 
baptism of  repentance to all the people 
of  Israel.  25 And as John was finishing 
his work, he said, ‘What do you suppose 
that I am? I am not he. No, but one is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of  the sandals on his 
feet.’  

Acts 13:26      “My brothers, you des-
cendants of  Abraham’s family, and oth-
ers who fear God, to us the message of  
this salvation has been sent.”   

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

Luke roots the story of  Jesus firmly in 
the Old Testament and within the 
“event” of  John the Baptism. This was 
both a challenge and a necessity. It was 
challenge: the strongest argument 
against Jesus as Messiah is Deuteronomy 
21:22-23. It was a necessity: some Chris-
tians were already setting aside the Old 
Testament as no longer the Word of  
God for Christ-believers. But consistency 
of  revelation— reflecting the unflinching 
faithfulness of  God — is at the heart of  
our Christian proclamation, including 
our roots in Judaism.        

KIND OF WRITING 

Half  of  the text of  the Acts is given over 
to sermons, discourses and letters. Letters: 
Je r u s a l e m C o u n c i l t o G e n t i l e s 
(15:23-29); Claudius Lysias to Felix 
(23:27-30). Discourses: Gamaliel the Phar-
isee (1), Demetrius the silver-smith (1), 
Tertullus the lawyer (1) and Festus the 
governor (1). 

Sermons: One third of  the Acts consists 
of  Christian sermons, distributed as fol-
lows: Peter (8), Stephen (1), Cornelius 
(1); James (2) and Paul (9).  The space 
allotted to these sermons indicates their 
importance to the author and in the 
overall message of  the Acts. The 
speeches come from the pen of  Luke.  

The full text of  this sermon by Paul runs 
from v. 16 to v. 41. It reviews salvation 
history and makes us of  the kind of  

proof  texts found in other speeches in 
the Acts. The historical Paul never men-
tions John the Baptist at all.     

CONTEXT IN THE COMMUNITY 

Luke negotiates the transition from a 
Jewish messianic movement to a univer-
sal faith for Gentiles. He is thus inter-
ested in continuity (expressed in the ful-
filment of  biblical texts) and discontinu-
ity (the widening of  Christian project to 
include all humanity). Our short excerpt 
focusses on the continuity. This emphasis 
on continuity is most likely a response to 
an incipient rejection of  the Old Testa-
ment, which was to reach a climax in the 
mid-second century at the hands of  
Marcion. A comprehensive rejection of  
the Hebrew Bible would imply a rejec-
tion of  the God of  Hebrew Bible. A 
break of  some kind took place, of  
course, but so radical a dichotomy would 
undermine the consistency and faithful-
ness of  God’s project from Israel 
through to the arrival of  the Messiah 
(see Romans 9:1-5 above).       

RELATED PASSAGES 

“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you con-
fidently of  our ancestor David that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb 
is with us to this day. Since he was a 
prophet, he knew that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that he would put 
one of  his descendants on his throne.-
Foreseeing this, David spoke of  the re-
surrection of  the Messiah, saying, ‘He 
was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 
experience corruption.’ This Jesus God 
raised up, and of  that all of  us are wit-
nesses.  (Acts 2:29–32) 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I 
truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the mes-
sage he sent to the people of  Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of  all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of  Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him.  (Acts 
10:34–38) 

Now there came to Ephesus a Jew 

named Apollos, a native of  Alexandria. 
He was an eloquent man, well-versed in 
the scriptures. He had been instructed in 
the Way of  the Lord; and he spoke with 
burning enthusiasm and taught accur-
ately the things concerning Jesus, though 
he knew only the baptism of  John.  (Acts 
18:24–25) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 22 Using the example of  Saul 
and David, Paul notices that God in the 
past changed the leadership of  his 
people. This has happened again in Je-
sus, a descendant of  David.  

Verse 23 This is a shortened version of  
a longer proposal developed elsewhere. 
Cf. Romans 1:1-7.  

Verse 24 Luke very carefully presents 
the Baptist in chapters 1-4 of  his Gospel. 
As usual, repentance should be better 
rendered conversion.  

Verse 25 See Luke 3:15-17 and 7:24-30 
for the background to all of  this. Unty-
ing sandals was the task of  the lowest 
slave in a household (Luke 3:16).   

Verse 26 This direct appeal to fellow 
Jews will contrast short with the response 
later in chapter 13: But the Jews incited the 
devout women of  high standing and the leading 
men of  the city, and stirred up persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out 
of  their region. So they shook the dust off  their 
feet in protest against them, and went to Iconi-
um.  (Acts 13:50–51)   

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. We all experience dislocations and 
breaks as life goes on: have you been 
able to notice the deeper continuity 
across the whole story of  your life?  

2. The offer of  the gift of  salvation im-
plies a need to be saved. How would you 
express your own need of  God and 
God’s grace in Christ?  

3. The call to conversion of  heart is a 
constant in the prophets, John the 
Baptist, Jesus and Paul. Have there been 
significant times of  conversion for me? 
How to I live today the call to conver-
sion of  heart?  

PRAYER 

God of  salvation, you call us to faith in 
your Son Jesus, the one who was to 
come. Help us open our hearts to him 
that we may know in our hearts the 
depth of  your faithfulness. By your help, 
may we respond with a faithfulness of  
hearts shaped by your grace alone.    
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What do you suppose that I am?        
I am not he. One is coming after me.
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INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

The reading is chosen for the mention 
of  prophetic calling before birth.   

ORIGINS OF THE READING 

The second Suffering Servant Song from 
Isaiah is accommodated to suit the feast.     

KIND OF WRITING 

Apart from being poetry, this seems to 
be a report of  the commissioning of  the 
Servant. The speaker in vv. 1-4 to Israel, 
reflecting on her call. Cf. 41:8-10, 
43:1-7, and 44:1-5. In some way, the 
Servant Israel seems not to have accep-
ted the role assigned by God to Cyrus, 
who is the effective political anointed (= 
Messiah!) of  God. Cf. 42:1- 4, 44:28- 
45:7, and 45:13. There is feeling of  dis-
appointment in vv. 1-4, in contrast with 
the energy and confidence in vv. 5-12. 
Any reader will notice the change of  
tone in v. 5.  

RELATED READINGS 

The real context is the other Suffering 
Servant Songs, that is, Is 42:1-4; 50:4-9; 
52:13–53:12. 

The word of  the LORD came to me: 
Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, before you were born I dedicated 
you, a prophet to the nations I appoin-
ted you.  (Jer 1:4–5) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 1 Notice the internationality of  
the address. Coastlands means the Medi-
terranean seaboard, view from the exile 
in Babylon. The true prophetic charac-
ter is called, like Jeremiah earlier, before 
he was born. There are important 
echoes of  Gen 25:23- 25 (Jacob and 
Esau) and Gen 32:28 (Jacob becomes 
Israel). 

Verse 2 Notice the military images 
here: sword, arrow quiver. 2a and 2c go 
together: a sharp sword and a polished 
arrow. 2b and 2d go together in terms of  
protection: shadow of  his hand, his 
quiver. Thus the call is challenging, but 
YHWH’s support affirmed. Israel always 
thought of  itself  as having a high role in 
God’s plans.  

Verse 3 Here, Israel is identified as the 
servant—one of  the potential “candid-
ates” across the songs. To be glorified 

here means more than to receive honour 
but rather to be revealed as you. God’s 
“being” will be made apparent in his 
liberating action. Cf. Remember these things, 
O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant; I 
formed you, you are my servant; O Israel, you 
will not be forgotten by me.  (Is 44:21) 

Verse 4 This verse—missing from the 
reading—captures the moment of  fail-
ure and disappointment. Even there, we 
find confidence in God. Israel com-
plains—but without taking responsibility 
for the Exile and without any recogni-
tion for the role of  Cyrus.   

Verse 5 As before, the “innocent” ex-
pression “and now” indicates a change 
of  context and perspective: 43:1; 44:1; 
48:7, 16; 52:5.Vv. 5-6 represent a stark 
contrast with the preceding vv. 1-4. The 
person now in view is Cyrus or more 
probably a successor. This time, it is the 
Lord who is speaking. There is a reprise 
of  v. 1, in an introspective moment. No-
tice the parallelism (Jacob brought back; 
Israel gathered) in 5cd and 5ef  (hon-
oured and Lord; God and strength). As 
the passage goes on, it seems to refer to 
someone who is not Israel, but who will 
help Israel.  

Verse 6 “A light to the nations” takes us 
well beyond the national and religious 
issues of  Israel. Cf. I am the Lord, I have 
called you in righteousness, I have taken you by 
the and and kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to the nations. (Is 
42:6) 

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. A sense of  call can reach deeply into 
our identity, so it is no exaggeration to 
speak of  being call in the womb. Use 
this image to explore your own sense of  
vocation as a believer and / or in some 
special role.  

2. A sense of  disappointment and be-
wilderment can be part of  our reaction 
to way things turn out. If  this is you at 
this time, use the feeling of  exasperation 
to explore your own spiritual state right 
now.  

3. Our gifts are not given for our own 
delight, but for service in the community 
of  faith and even beyond. When has this 
realisation become a reality for you?  

PRAYER 

God, ever loving and always watching 
over us, help us to recognise you in all 
that happens us. Help us to respond in 
the words of  the Psalm, here I am, Lord 
I come to do your will.   
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He formed me in the womb to bring 
Jacob back to him, so that Israel 

might be gathered to him
Isa 49:1 	Listen to me, O coastlands, 
	 	 pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
	 The LORD called me before I was born, 
	 	 while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.  
2 	 He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
	 	 in the shadow of  his hand he hid me; 
	 he made me a polished arrow, 
	 	 in his quiver he hid me away.  
3 	 And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
	 	 Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”  
4 	 But I said, “I have laboured in vain, 
	 	 I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
	 yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 
	 	 and my reward with my God.” 
   
Isa 49:5	And now the LORD says, 
	 	 who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
	 to bring Jacob back to him, 
	 	 and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
	 for I am honoured in the sight of  the LORD, 
	 	 and my God has become my strength—  
6 	 he says, 
	 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
	 	 to raise up the tribes of  Jacob 
	 	 and to restore the survivors of  Israel; 
	 I will give you as a light to the nations, 
	 	 that my salvation may reach to the end of  the earth.”
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READINGS 1 AND 3 

The first reading and the Gospel go well 
together, because both deal with prom-
ises about a child in the womb. who will 
“restore the tribes of  Israel.   

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Given the emphasis on the child in the 
womb, Psalm 139 is the perfect re-
sponses, especially in the word “For it 
was you who created my being, knit me 
together in my mother’s womb.”  

SUNDAY INTRODUCTIONS 

First reading 	 	 	     
Isaiah 49:1-6 

Our reading gives us one of  the Suffer-
ing Servant Songs from Isaiah which 
give us a window on the inner life of  the 
prophet. John the Baptist too was a 
prophet, with a costly ministry.  

Second reading 	 	        
Acts 13:22-26  

Anxiety about John the Baptism echoes 
through the New Testament, precisely 
because he had (definitely) baptised Je-
sus. Nevertheless, his role was subordin-
ate.       

Gospel 		 	                     
Luke 1:57-66, 80 

Luke is writing a kind of  symbolic nar-
rative to help the reader understand who 
John the Baptism was. Because followers 
of  John continued (and still do today, 
amazingly), Luke underlines that John 
was important but not the most import-
ant.    

WEEKDAY INTRODUCTIONS 

Monday 25 June  

2 Kings 17:5-8, 13-15, 18 
Often in biblical history, there were inva-
sions and deportations. In today’s read-
ing we hear of  a major collapse, the de-
struction of  the northern kingdom (Is-
rael). Writing much later, people 
wondered why this had happened and 
they name some of  the causes.   

Matthew 7:1-5 
The logic of  Jesus is irrefutable and we 
easily grasp it; the practise of  non-judg-
ment is much harder, of  course.    

Tuesday 26 June  

2 Kings 19:9-11, 14-21, 31-36 
The success of  the war against Israel 
encouraged the Assyrians to attack the 
southern state of  Judah. Hezekiah the 
king prayed and his prayer was heard. 
No doubt there was more to it, but the 
Judeans were truly grateful and felt 
themselves blessed.     

Matthew 7:6, 12-14 
There are three sentences here. The 
second two are ea sy 
enough to grasp. The first 
is odd. Dogs was terms 
used to to refer to Gentiles 
and so the sentences may 
reflect Jesus’ attitude in 
this God: go  only to the lost 
sheep of  the house of  Israel.   

Wednesday 27 June 
St Cyril of  Alexandria, bishop 
and doctor 

2 Kings 22:8-13; 23:1-3 
This story of  a old book 
coming to light—apparently a chance 
discovery—played a key role in the de-
velopment of  the Bible. The (re-)discov-
ery of  the covenant (probably the sub-
stance of  the book of  Deuteronomy) had 
a huge effect on them all and they com-
mitted themselves once again to the cov-
enant with the Lord.     

Matthew 7:15-20 
Jesus, who grew up in a very small vil-
lage in the countryside was a good ob-
server of  nature and used it in his teach-
ing.  There are always false prophets, 
seers and visionaries, driven by who 
knows what? Love alone counts.   

Thursday 28 June 
St Irenaeus, bishop and martyr 

2 Kings 24:8-17 
In our history lesson today, we hear of  
the last days of  the kingdom of  Judah. 
Jerusalem was destroyed and the people 
deported. It would be hard to exaggerate 
the importance of  this moment in the 

biblical story. It was a true watershed—
something like the famine in Irish his-
tory. Things would never be the same.  

Matthew 7:21-19 
Dried riverbeds (wadis) are subject of  
flash floods. To build there is very obvi-
ously foolish.   

Friday 29 July 
St Peter and Paul, apostles 

Acts 12:1-11 
This symbolic tale reminds us that 
whatever the appearances, God protects 
his followers.   

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 
Not really from Paul, this is a 
good reflection back on life 
as an apostle. He is shown 
as an old man, full of  faith.  

Matthew 16:13-16 
Peter did attain a special 
role in the early Church, 
initially at Antioch in Syria. 
This present story is unique 
to Matthew and often 
thought to be a post-Easter 
commission account. Given 
the miraculous birth of  
John the Baptist, this read-

ing is perfect for the feast.    

Saturday 30 June 
First Martyrs of  the See of  Rome 

Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 18-19 
Lamentations deals with the destruction 
of  Jerusalem and deportation of  the 
population. Today, in a magnificent 
lament, we hear how people felt. This is 
great, deeply felt poetry. When you hear 
it, you will see why it has often been set 
to music. It captures the tragedy of  the 
human condition in one particular story 
but, alas, a story repeated often in hu-
man history.    

Matthew 8:5-17 
The historical Jesus met hardly any Gen-
tiles, so it’s a surprise to hear of  the heal-
ing of  the centurion’s servant. As the 
story stands, it reflects the later period 
when Judaism and emerging Christianity 
were beginning to split and judgement is 
passed on those who missed the moment 
of  grace.
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THE LITURGY 
Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139 (138); Acts 13:22-26; Luke 1:57-66, 80
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