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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Advent 2018 

The readings 

The message 

And so… 

Prayer



Advent 1 Jeremiah 
33:14-16

Psalm 24 (25):
4-5,8-9,10,14

1 Thessalonians 
3:12-4:2

Luke 21:25-28, 
34-36 End of time

Advent 2 Baruch  
5:1-9 Psalm 125 (126) Philippians 

1:4-6, 8-11
Luke  
3:1-6 John the Baptist

Advent 3 Zephaniah 
3:14-18 Isaiah 12 Philippians 

4:4-7
Luke 

3:10-18 John the Baptist

Advent 4 Micah 
5:1-4

Psalm 79 (80):
2-3,15-16,18-19

Hebrews 
10:5-10

Luke 
1:39-44 Visitation

Fourth Sunday of Advent





Ense cadens Solymo Pompei Fvlvivs 
avgvr numen ait quae me contegit 
urna dabit. 

The augur Fulvius, on the point of 
death during the siege of Jerusalem, 
uttered a prophecy: While he fell in 
Jerusalem by the sword of Pompey, 
Fulvius the augur, said “ the urn which 
contains me will generate a god”





Luke 1:39-45
Luke 1:39   Mary set out at that time and went as quickly as she 
could into the hill country to a town in Judah. 40 She went into 
Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 Now it happened 
that as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt 
in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 
She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most 
blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 Why should I 
be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? 44 Look, 
the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my 
womb leapt for joy. 45 Yes, blessed is she who believed that the 
promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’



Aspects
Place in Luke 1-2 

Women in Luke 

Prayer in Luke 

Lucan themes 

Portrait of Mary as a woman of faith 

What is said about the babies



Place in Luke
1. Annunciation of the 

birth of John the Baptist 
2. Annunciation of the 

birth of Jesus the 
Messiah

Luke 1:1-25 
Luke 1:26-38

3. The visitation (Magnificat) Luke 1:39-56

4. The birth of John the 
Baptist (Benedictus)

5. The birth of Jesus the 
Messiah (Gloria)

Luke 1:57-80 
Luke 2:1-20

6. The presentation (Nunc dimittis) Luke 2:21-40

7. Jesus in the Temple Luke 2:41-52



Women in Luke
Elizabeth, Mary, Anna (chs. 1-2). 

The widow of Nain (ch. 7); a woman in the house of the 
Pharisee (ch. 7); Mary Magdalene, Johanna, Suzanna and 
“others” (ch. 8); the woman with the haemorrhage (ch. 8); 
Jairus’ daughter (ch. 8); a woman in the crowd (11 ch.); the 
woman bent over for 18 years (ch. 13); the widow at the 
Temple (ch. 21) 

The “daughters of Jerusalem” (ch. 23); Women at the cross and 
burial (ch. 23); Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the other women on Easter Sunday (ch. 24)



Prayer in Luke

Jesus at prayer: 3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18; 9:29; 11:1; 
22:41, 44-45; 23:46.  

The Baptism, the choosing of the Twelve, asking who do 
people say he is, the Transfiguration, the Lord’s Supper, 
Gethsemane and several times on cross.  

Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, the angels and the 
shepherds, Simeon and Anna, the disciples.



Lucan themes
Joy: Luke 1:14, 28, 58; 2:10 and  throughout 

Faith: Luke 1:20, 45 especially as portrayed in Mary 

Prayer: throughout as we saw 

(Holy) Spirit: Luke 1:15, 17, 35, 41, 47, 67, 80; 2:25-27 
and throughout 

Beatitude: Luke 1:45; 6:20-22; 7:23; 10:23; 11:27-28; 
12:37-38, 43; 14:14-15; 23:29.



Beatitude
“Most blessed of women be Jael (the wife of Heber the Kenite); 
of tent-dwelling women, may she be most blessed!” (Judges 
5:24 NJB) 

“Uzziah then said to Judith: May you be blessed, my daughter, 
by God Most High, beyond all women on earth; and blessed be 
the Lord God, Creator of heaven and earth, who guided you to 
cut off the head of the leader of our enemies!”(Judith 13:18 NJB) 

“But the children inside her struggled so much that she said, ‘If 
this is the way of it, why go on living?’ So she went to consult 
Yahweh,” (Genesis 25:22 NJB)



Mary
Hearing the word 

Obeying /doing the word 

Pondering the words / events 

Treasuring the words events 

True happiness (blessedness) 

Praying 



Mary
Hearing the word 

Obeying /doing the word 

Pondering the words / events 

Treasuring the words events 

True happiness (blessedness) 

Praying 



The Babies

A double encounter: the women and the 
babies 

John “recognises” Jesus  

Jesus is “the Lord” 

NB: Holy Spirit and joy



Micah 5:1-4
Mic 5:1 But you (Bethlehem) Ephrathah, the least of the clans 
of Judah, from you will come for me a future ruler of Israel 
whose origins go back to the distant past, to the days of old. 2 
Hence Yahweh will abandon them only until she who is in 
labour gives birth, and then those who survive of his race will 
be reunited to the Israelites. 3 He will take his stand and he will 
shepherd them with the power of Yahweh, with the majesty of 
the name of his God, and they will be secure, for his greatness 
will extend henceforth to the most distant parts of the country. 

Mic 5:4   He himself will be peace! 



Micah 5:1-4
The opening words of the Book of Micah can help 
us here:  

The word of the Lord that came to Micah of 
Moresheth in the days of Kings Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah, which he saw 
concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. (Mic 1:1)  

Micah was an eighth century BC prophet from 
Judah.
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Micah 5:1-4
The opening words of the Book of Micah can help 
us here:  

The word of the Lord that came to Micah of 
Moresheth in the days of Kings Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah, which he saw 
concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. (Mic 1:1)  

Micah was an eighth century BC prophet from 
Judah.



Micah 5:1-4
The book as a whole as the following structure:  

I. Superscription (1:1)  

II. Punishment (1:2–3:12)  

III. Hope (4:1–5:15)  

IV. Restoration (6:1–7:20)  

Our section comes from III, dealing with promises to 
David and his family.



Micah 5:1-4

Already cited in Matthew 2:6 (the Magi) 

Pregnancy alluded to 

Descent from David (significant 
throughout the NT) 

Image of shepherd



Micah 5:1-4
In riddle-like fashion this verse alludes to David, 
as the references to Bethlehem and to his ancient 
origins/activities indicate.  

The passage anticipates the second coming of the 
great king to usher in a new era of national glory 
for Israel.  

Other prophets are more direct and name this 
coming ideal ruler “David” (Jer 30:9; Ezek 34:23–
24; 37:24–25; Hos 3:5). 



Micah 5:1-4
This prophecy of “David’s” second coming is 
actually fulfilled through his descendant, the 
Messiah.  

Cf. Romans 1:1-7 

The Messiah will rule in the spirit and power of 
his famous ancestor and bring to realisation the 
Davidic royal ideal in an even greater way than 
the historical David (see Isa 11:1, 10; Jer 33:15).



Psalm 80
A communal lament, Psalm 80 bases its appeal on 
the good news of God’s faithfulness and 
forgiveness that is proclaimed in Psalm 78.  

The flock/shepherd imagery culminates in Psalm 
80 with the opening address of God as “Shepherd 
of Israel” 

Despite a sordid past (Psalm 78) and a devastating 
present (Psalm 79), Israel still addresses God as its 
sovereign, its hope for light and life.



Psalm 80
There is disagreement among scholars about the 
calamity that lies behind the origin of Psalm 80.  

The mention of Ephraim and Manasseh in v. 2 has 
led several scholars to conclude that it was 
produced in the northern kingdom, perhaps 
during the final years before the conquest of 
Samaria by the Assyrians in 721 BCE.  

The LXX’s superscription, “Concerning the 
Assyrians,” may support this view. 



Lord of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us  
and we shall be saved. 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, 
  shine forth from your cherubim throne. 
O Lord, rouse up your might, 
  O Lord, come to our help. 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
  look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 
  the vine your right hand has planted. 

May your hand be on the man you have chosen, 
  the man you have given your strength. 
And we shall never forsake you again; 
  give us life that we may call upon your name.



Hebrew 10:5-10
The Letter of St Paul to the Hebrew (!) 

Jesus as “priest” 

The Temple priesthood v. Jesus’ priesthood 

Shadow, model, sketch of the heavenly sanctuary 

Jesus: not by “difference”or by external offering 

Instead, a journey of the heart, in faithfulness





Hebrew 10:5-10
The reading is probably chosen because of the 
sense of arrival (I have come to do your will), 
thus making it suitable for Advent.  

Although it might feel a bit out of season to be 
talking about the sacrifice of Jesus, in reality 
Hebrews makes a significant link between the 
incarnation (the term is not used) and salvation.  

Divinity and humanity of Jesus are in view



Hebrews 10:5-10
Heb 1:1   At many moments in the past and by many 
means, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 
but 2 in our time, the final days, he has spoken to us in the 
person of his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things 
and through whom he made the ages. 3 He is the 
reflection of God’s glory and bears the impress of God’s 
own being, sustaining all things by his powerful command; 
and now that he has purged sins away, he has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the divine Majesty on high. 4 So 
he is now as far above the angels as the title which he has 
inherited is higher than their own name.



Hebrews 10:5-10

Heb 2:16 For surely his concern is not for angels, 
but he is concerned for Abraham’s descendants. 17 
Therefore he had to be made like his brothers and 
sisters in every respect, so that he could become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in things relating to 
God, to make atonement for the sins of the people. 
18 For since he himself suffered when he was 
tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted. 



Hebrews 10:5-10
Heb 4:14   Therefore since we have a great high 
priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15 
For we do not have a high priest incapable of 
sympathising with our weaknesses, but one who has 
been tempted in every way just as we are, yet 
without sin. 16 Therefore let us confidently approach 
the throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace 
whenever we need help.



Heb 10:1   For the law possesses a shadow of the good things to come but not the 
reality itself, and is therefore completely unable, by the same sacrifices offered 
continually, year after year, to perfect those who come to worship. 2 For otherwise 
would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers would have been 
purified once for all and so have no further consciousness of sin? 3 But in those 
sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year after year. 4 For the blood of bulls and 
goats cannot take away sins.  

5 So when he came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me. 
6  “Whole burnt offerings and sin-offerings you took no delight in. 
7  “Then I said, ‘Here I am: I have come—it is written of me in the scroll of the 
book—to do your will, O God.’” 

Heb 10:8   When he says above, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt 
offerings and sin-offerings you did not desire nor did you take delight in 
them” (which are offered according to the law), 9 then he says, “Here I am: I have 
come to do your will.” He does away with the first to establish the second. 10 By 
his will we have been made holy through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. 
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Message
Micah: the faithfulness of God, shown in his fidelity 
to the house of David 

Psalm 80: a prayer that God may continue to be a 
faithful shepherd to Israel, his choice vine 

Hebrews: the faithfulness of Jesus discloses the 
faithfulness of God 

Luke: the joy and delight, fruits of salvation in Jesus 
and shows in the responses of Elizabeth and Mary



And so…

“Happy are those who know their need of God” 

Have I experienced God’s faithfulness in my own 
life? 

Joy and delight: at the heart of faith, even today



Prayer
Who are we, Lord God, that you should come to us? 

Yet you have visited your people 
and redeemed us in your Son. 

As we prepare to celebrate his birth,  
make our hearts leap for joy at the sound of your Word,  

and move us by your Spirit to bless your wonderful works.  

We ask this through him whose day draws near:  
your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. Amen.


