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Planting seeds of hope and happiness

The second Sunday of Advent 

The prophetic voice, then and now 

Who was John the Baptist? 

Echoes of Isaiah in Baruch 

Paul encourages the Philippians 

Overall message 

Prayer



The prophetic voice

“The Prophetic Imagination” 

The “royal system” 

The “prophetic system” 

Happiness in believing 



The second Sunday of Advent

Advent 1 Jeremiah 
33:14-16

Psalm 24 (25):
4-5,8-9,10,14

1 Thessalonians 
3:12-4:2

Luke 21:25-28, 
34-36 End of time

Advent 2 Baruch  
5:1-9 Psalm 125 (126) Philippians 

1:4-6, 8-11
Luke  
3:1-6 John the Baptist

Advent 3 Zephaniah 
3:14-18 Isaiah 12 Philippians 4:4-7 Luke 

3:10-18 John the Baptist

Advent 4 Micah 
5:1-4

Psalm 79 (80):
2-3,15-16,18-19 Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 

1:39-44 Visitation



The second Sunday of Advent

Baruch 5:1-9 

Psalm 126 (125) 

Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

We begin with the Gospel reading



Luke 3:1-6

Luke 3:1   In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the 
territories of Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene,  2 and while the 
high-priesthood was held by Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
the son of Zechariah, in the desert.  3 He went through the whole Jordan area 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,  4 as it is written 
in the book of the sayings of Isaiah the prophet:  

 A voice of one that cries in the desert:  
 Prepare a way for the Lord,  
 make his paths straight!   
5  Let every valley be filled in,  
 every mountain and hill be levelled,  
 winding ways be straightened  
 and rough roads made smooth,   
6  and all humanity will see the salvation of God. 



Luke 3:1-6

Born to Tiberius Claudius Nero and Livia Drusilla in a Claudian family. 

His mother divorced Nero and married Octavian  (= Augustus) 

Augustus became his stepfather.  

Tiberius married Augustus' daughter Julia the Elder 

Augustus adopted him as his son 

Tiberius conquered Pannonia, Dalmatia, Raetia, and briefly, parts of 
Germania 

Tiberius was a dark, reclusive and sombre ruler  

He built a famous villa in the island of Capri, spending his last ten years there 

Tiberius left 3 billion sesterces to the imperial treasury
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Luke 3:1-6

Pontius Pilate 

Prefect of Judaea 

Gospels: tried to free Jesus 

Josephus: insensitivity to Jews 

Philo: "vindictiveness and 
furious temper", and was 
"naturally inflexible, a blend of 
self-will and relentlessness"  

Sent to Rome in 37 to explain 
himself 
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Herod the Great (r. 37 BC to 4 BC) 

Herod Antipas (r. 4 BC to AD 39) 

Herod Philip (r. 4 BC to AD 37)  

Lysanias (a bit of confusion about him)
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Luke 3:1-6

John the Baptist 
The first verse sounds very much like the opening 
of an Old Testament book, linking John the Baptist 
with the prophetic tradition (Jer 1:1; Hos 1:1; Amos 
1:1).  
Three different kinds of information are given here:  

(i) the setting in the wide political and religious 
world—3:1-2a;  

(ii) the presentation of John as a prophet— 
3:2b-3;  

(iii) a proof text from the Hebrew Bible, locating 
John as a figure of fulfilment—3:4-6.



Luke 3:1-6

ISAIAH (Hebrew) LUKE ISAIAH (Greek)

3  A voice cries out, 

 “In the wilderness clear a way for the LORD; 

 construct in the desert a road for our God. 

4   “The voice of one shouting in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  

 make his paths straight. 

3    A voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  “Prepare the way of the Lord; 

  make straight the paths of our God.

4  Every valley must be elevated, 

 and every mountain and hill leveled. 

 The rough terrain will become a level plain, 

 the rugged landscape a wide valley. 

5   Every valley will be filled, 

 and every mountain and hill will be brought low,  

 and the crooked will be made straight,  

 and the rough ways will be made smooth, 

4  Every ravine shall be filled up, 

  and every mountain and hill be made low, 

 and all the crooked ways shall become straight, 

  and the rough place shall become plains.

5  The splendour of the LORD will be revealed, 

 and all people will see it at the same time. 

 For the LORD has decreed it.”

6   and all flesh will see the salvation of God.’”

5  Then the glory of the Lord shall appear, 

  and all flesh shall see the salvation of God, 

  because the Lord has spoken.”



Baruch 5:1-9

Baruch is one of the Deuterocanonical books.  

The consensus is that Baruch was written during 
the “Greek” period, 332-63 BC, most likely in the 
second century BC.  

There is a hypothesis that it was written at a time 
when a portion of the Jewish population in 
Jerusalem had come to an “understanding” with 
their overlords, the Seleucids, and were urging 
fellow Jews to do likewise.  

Such considerations lead scholars to posit 163-162 
as the time of writing. 
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Baruch 5:1-9

Very dependent on Isaiah (see the printed notes) 

In that sense, Baruch is re-reading (relecture)  

Mark is a re-reading of Isaiah 

Likewise, Luke is a relecture.  

It is poetry and shows the two features of biblical 
poetry: parallelism and sustained metaphors.  

The teaching on God is quite traditional.  



Baruch 5:1-9

Bar 5:1    Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress,  

  put on the beauty of God’s glory for evermore,   

2   wrap the cloak of God’s saving justice around you,  

  put the diadem of the Eternal One’s glory on your head,   

3   for God means to show your splendour to every nation under heaven,   

4   and the name God gives you for evermore will be,  

  ‘Peace-through-Justice, and Glory-through-Devotion’.   

5   Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the east:  

  see your children reassembled from west and east at the Holy One’s command,  

  rejoicing because God has remembered.   

6   Though they left you on foot driven by enemies,  

  now God brings them back to you, carried gloriously, like a royal throne.  

  

7   For God has decreed the flattening of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills,  

  the filling of the valleys to make the ground level so that Israel can walk safely in God’s glory.   

8   And the forests and every fragrant tree will provide shade for Israel, at God’s command;   

9   for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory,  

  with the mercy and saving justice which come from him.  



Psalm 126 (125)

One of the Psalms of Ascents 

Fifteen in total: 120-134 

Quite varied on content 

Common features: Sion, Jerusalem, Israel, city 

Pss 122 and 132 seem to be pre-exilic, Ps 123 exilic 
or post-exilic, and Pss 120, 124–26, 128–30, and 
133 post-exilic, while Pss 121, 127, 131, and 134 
contain no clues for dating. 



Psalm 126 (125)

Pattern: (1) A main statement and (2) a reflection on 
it, both of which take their cues from the particular 
genre; (3) a summary introduced by a particle, 
most often הנה, (hinneh) “behold.” 

The complete pattern appears in nine of the fifteen 
songs (Pss 121, 122, 125–28, 130, 132, 133). 

Pss 123-126 are communal. 



Psalm 126 (125)

1. When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 

  it seemed like a dream. 

2. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 

  on our lips there were songs. 

The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels 

  the Lord worked for them!’ 

3. What marvels the Lord worked for us! 

  Indeed we were glad. 

4. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 

  as streams in dry land. 

5. Those who are sowing in tears 

  will sing when they reap. 

6. They go out, they go out, full of tears, 

  carrying seed for the sowing: 

they come back, they come back, full of song, 

  carrying their sheaves.

Shuv = return; verbs 
could be past or future. 

If read as past, then Ps 
126 points to the return 
from the great Exile. 

The Psalm could also be 
“prophetic”, a 
remembrance of the past 
to encourage in the 
present.



Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

Phil 1:3   I thank my God whenever 
I think of you, 4 and every time I 
pray for you all, I always pray with 
joy 5 for your partnership in the 
gospel from the very first day up to 
the present. 6 I am quite confident 
that the One who began a good 
work in you will go on completing it 
until the Day of Jesus Christ comes. 
7 It is only right that I should feel 
like this towards you all, because 
you have a place in my heart, since 
you have all shared together in the 
grace that has been mine, both my 
chains and my work defending and 

establishing the gospel. 8 For God 
will testify for me how much I long 
for you all with the warm longing of 
Christ Jesus; 9 it is my prayer that 
your love for one another may grow 
more and more with the knowledge 
and complete understanding 10 
that will help you to come to true 
discernment, so that you will be 
innocent and free of any trace of 
guilt when the Day of Christ comes, 
11 entirely filled with the fruits of 
uprightness through Jesus Christ, 
for the glory and praise of God. 
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Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

First there in about AD 49-52 en route to 
Thessalonica 

Cf. Acts 16:11-40 and 1 Thessalonians 2:2 

Paul continued to maintain links with the 
Macedonian churches through Timothy (Acts 
19:21–23; Phil. 2:19–20),  

Visit 2: autumn of 54–55  

Visit 3:  spring of 55–56 (Acts 20:1–3).



Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

Place and date:  

• Rome (AD 61–63) 

• Ephesus (AD 54–56) 

• Corinth (ca. AD 50) 

• Caesarea Maritima (AD 58–60) 

On balance, a Roman imprisonment seems most 
likely



Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

1. News of Paul’s 
imprisonment had reached 
Philippi 

2. Epaphroditus had travelled 
from Philippi and handed 
over the gift to Paul (4:18) 

3. News of Epaphroditus’s 
illness had reached Philippi 
(2:26); 

4. Epaphroditus learned of 
the Philippians’ deep 
anxiety at the report of his 
illness (2:26) 

5. Paul was about to send 
Epaphroditus to Philippi with 
his letter (2:25, 28) 

6. Timothy would follow as soon 
as Paul had a clearer view of 
his affairs (2:19–23) 

7. As soon as he was released 
Paul himself hoped to visit 
Philippi (2:24)



Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11



Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

Verses Letter Speech Content

1:1-2 Superscript Greeting

1:3-11 Thanksgiving Introduction

1:12-26 Body Statement of Facts

1:27-30 Thesis

2:1-3:19 Proof

3:20-4:20 Conclusion

4:21-23 Postscript Greeting



Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

Full of Joy: Joy / cause of joy (chara): Phil 1:4, 25; 
2:2, 29; 4:1; To rejoice / be glad (chairō): Phil 1:18; 
2:17-18, 28; 3:1; 4:4, 10; To rejoice with 
(sugchairō): Phil 2:17-18 

And yet, there are major problems 

• Pressure on Paul personally 

• Pressure from civil society 

• Pressure from those outside the faith 

• Pressure from those within the faith 

• Pressure from divisions and lack of 
harmony



Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

Phil 1:3   I thank my God every 
time I remember you. 4 I always 
pray with joy in my every prayer for 
all of you 5 because of your 
participation in the gospel from the 
first day until now. 6 For I am sure 
of this very thing, that the one who 
began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Christ 
Jesus.  

7 For it is right for me to think this 
about all of you, because I have you 
in my heart, since both in my 
imprisonment and in the defence 
and confirmation of the gospel all 
of you became partners in God’s 
grace together with me.  

8 For God is my witness that I long 
for all of you with the affection of 
Christ Jesus.  

9 And I pray this, that your love may 
abound even more and more in 
knowledge and every kind of 
insight 10 so that you can decide 
what is best, and thus be sincere 
and blameless for the day of Christ, 
11 filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ to the glory and praise 
of God. 



PRAYER

God of our salvation,  
you straighten the winding ways of our hearts  

and smooth the paths made rough by sin.  

Make our conduct blameless,  
keep our hearts watchful in holiness,  

and bring to perfection the good you have begun in us. 
  

We ask this through him whose coming is certain,  
whose day draws near: your Son, Jesus Christ,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. Amen.






