


THE 
CHRISTMAS 

STORIES
7. Day Mass



PROGRAMME
‣ Introduction

‣ Matthew 1-2

‣ Luke 1-2

‣ Christmas: Vigil

‣ Christmas: Midnight

‣ Christmas: Dawn

‣ Christmas: Day



SEQUENCE
‣ All three readings

‣ The Prologue

‣ Editorial traces and layout

‣ Echoes

‣ Reflections and prayer



ALL THREE READINGS

‣ Isaiah 52:7-10 The salvation of our God

‣ Psalm 98 (97) 1-6 Sing a new song

‣ Hebrews 1:1-6 He has spoken to us

‣ John 1:1-18 The Word was made flesh



How beautiful on the mountains,

are the feet of one who brings good 
news,

who heralds peace, brings happiness,

proclaims salvation,

and tells Zion,

‘Your God is king!’

Listen! Your watchmen raise their 
voices,

they shout for joy together,

for they see the Lord face to face,

as he returns to Zion.

Break into shouts of joy together,

you ruins of Jerusalem;

for the Lord is consoling his people,

redeeming Jerusalem.

The Lord bares his holy arm

in the sight of all the nations,

and all the ends of the earth shall see

the salvation of our God.

ISAIAH 52



All the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God.

Sing a new song to the Lord

  for he has worked wonders.

His right hand and his holy arm

  have brought salvation.

The Lord has made known his salvation;

  has shown his justice to the nations.

He has remembered his truth and love

  for the house of Israel.

Shout to the Lord, all the earth,

  ring out your joy.

All the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God.

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp

  with the sound of music.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn

  acclaim the King, the Lord.

PSALM 98 (97)



At various times in the past and in various 
different ways, God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets; but in our own time, 
the last days, he has spoken to us through 
his Son, the Son that he has appointed to 
inherit everything and through whom he 
made everything there is. 

He is the radiant light of God’s glory and the 
perfect copy of his nature, sustaining the 
universe by his powerful command; and 
now that he has destroyed the defilement of 
sin, he has gone to take his place in 
heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. 

So he is now as far above the angels as the 
title which he has inherited is higher than 
their own name.

God has never said to any angel: You are 
my Son, today I have become your father; 
or: I will be a father to him and he a son to 
me. Again, when he brings the First-born 
into the world, he says: Let all the angels of 
God worship him.

HEBREWS



In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was 
with God and the Word was God. He was with God 
in the beginning. Through him all things came to be, 
not one thing had its being but through him. All that 
came to be had life in him and that life was the light 
of men,

a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness 
could not overpower.

A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He 
came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the 
light, so that everyone might believe through him. 
He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the 
light.

The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; 
and he was coming into the world. He was in the 
world that had its being through him, and the world 
did not know him. He came to his own domain and 
his own people did not accept him.

But to all who did accept him he gave power to 
become children of God, to all who believe in the 
name of him who was born not out of human stock 
or urge of the flesh or will of man but of God himself.

The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and 
we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only 
Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. John 
appears as his witness. He proclaims: ‘This is the 
one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks 
before me because he existed before me.’

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, 
received – yes, grace in return for grace, since, 
though the Law was given through Moses, grace 
and truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one 
has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is 
nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him 
known.

THE PROLOGUE



THE PROLOGUE
‣ One of the very greatest texts of early 

Christianity
‣ Great influence at the early church 

councils
‣ Serves an an introduction to the 

Gospel
‣ Seems to come from an earlier text 

adjusted for use

‣ Can we trace the text behind the text?
‣ Sources

‣ Narrative insertions in the poetry
‣ Whatever disturbs the rhythm
‣ Adjustments to the original which are 

not part of Johannine theology

‣ Adjustments which fit exactly the 
Evangelist’s theology 



EDITORIAL TRACES
‣ The prose “upsets” the poetry
‣ There is a concentration of non-

Johannine vocabulary in 14e, 16-18.
‣ The evangelist’s addition of 15 

severs 14 from 16, where the “we” 
confession is continued, indicating 
that the evangelist was editing a 
pre-existing text.

‣ The Law/Grace antithesis is not 
Johannine but Pauline, indicating 
that this editorial material was 
added in a Hellenistic community 
where the Pauline antithesis was 
known and affirmed.  



Evangelist’s additions and 
modifications

Christian modifications (Pauline / Gentile?)

Jewish Hymn to Wisdom

Law v. grace 
Antithesis 
Wisdom = 

Christ

Wisdom = Logos 
No dualism; 
Baptist texts

Wisdom



The Prologue Hymn Source Wisdom Parallels

1. In the beginning was Wisdom Prov 8:22-23; Wis 6:22; Sir 24:9

And Wisdom was with God Prov 8:23, 30; Wis 9:4 9

And God (divine) was Wisdom

2 The same (She) was in the 
beginning with God

3. All things through her became Prov 3:19; 8;30; Wis 7:21027, 8:1; 
9:12; 1QS 10:11

4. What became in her was life Prov 3:18; 8:35

And the life was the light men Wis 7:26; Prov 6;23; TestLevi 14:4; (Sir 
17:11)

5. And the light in the darkness shines

And the darkness did not extinguish it Wis 7:29-30



The Prologue Hymn Source Wisdom Parallels

10. In the world she was Wis 8:1; Sir 24:6

and the world through her became

And the world did not know her Prov 1:29; Bar 3:23, 28, 31

11. Unto her own she came

And her own did not receive her Sir 24:8-12; 1 Enoch 42:1-2

12. But as many as received her Prov 3:18; 8:35

She game them authority children of 
God to become Wis 7:14, 27; Sir 6:20-22; 15:7

14. And wisdom tabernacled among 
us

Sir 24:10; Wis 9:10; Bar 3:37; (cf. Prov 
8:31)

and we beheld her glory (Cf. Sir 24:23); Bar 4:1



1 In the beginning was Wisdom
and Wisdom was with God
and God (divine) was Wisdom

2 The same (She) was in the 
beginning with God
3a All things through her became
4 What became in her was life

And the life was the light of men
5 And the light in the darkness shines

And the darkness did not extinguish 
it

10 In the world she was
and the world through her became
And the world  did not know her.

11 Unto her own she came,
And her own  did not receive her

12a But as many as received her,
12b She gave them authority 
children of God to become
14a/b And Wisdom tabernacled 
among us 



1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  2 He 
was in the beginning with God.  3 All things 
came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4 in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people.  5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.  6 There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John.  7 He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him.  8 He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light.  9 The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 10  He 
was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him.  

11 He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him.  12 But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God,  13 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 
And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  15  
(John testified to him and cried out,  “This 
was he of whom I said,  ‘He who comes after 
me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’”)  16 From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.  17 The law indeed 
was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ.  18 No one has 
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who 
is close to the Father’s heart, who has made 
him known.



Negatively:
Opposition to Torah / Wisdom ideology
Opposition a defective wisdom Christology
Loss: feminine imagery of God

Positively:
Creation and new creation
Logos/Word – transcendence and wisdom
 Prophecy – Jesus was a prophet
Gospel (“the word”)
Jesus – presence and revelation
Dialogue with the culture (Judaism / Stoicism)



STROPHE 1: The pre-existence of the Word

STROPHE 2: From creation through the history 
of Israel
INTERPOLATION: John the Baptist’s 
announcement

STROPHE 3: The Incarnation

STROPHE 4: The response of the community

LAYOUT



1-2                                               18 The Word with God
    3                                          17 What came through the Word
       4-5                                 16 What was received from the Word
          6-8                          15 John announces the Word
            9-10                  14 The Word enters the world
               11              13 The Word and his own people
                  12a    12c The Word is accepted
                      12b The Word’s gift to those who accepted him

In this scheme, the heart is becoming “children of God”. This would have been 
especially important in discussion with the synagogue. The community claimed to be 
the true children of God. A descent/ascent model coheres with the Gospel.

LAYOUT



ECHOES
‣ PRE-EXISTENT LOGOS
‣ John 17:5 So now, Father, glorify me in your 

own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. 

‣ LIFE
‣ John 5:24 Very truly, I tell you, anyone who 

hears my word and believes him who sent 
me has eternal life, and does not come under 
judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

‣ John 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe 
in me, even though they die, will live, 

‣ John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 



‣ LIGHT
‣ John 8:12   Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I 

am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness but will have the light of 
life.” 

‣ LIGHT V. DARKNESS
‣ John 3:19 And this is the judgment, that the light 

has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds 
were evil. 

‣ John 12:46 I have come as light into the world, so 
that everyone who believes in me should not 
remain in the darkness. 

‣ JOHN AS WITNESS
‣ John 1:19    This is the testimony given by John 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”

ECHOES



‣ THE OPPOSITION OF THE WORLD

‣ John 14:17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, 
because he abides with you, and he will be 
in you. 

‣ John 14:19 In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; 
because I live, you also will live. 

‣ John 15:18   “If the world hates you, be 
aware that it hated me before it hated you. 

‣ CHILDREN OF GOD

‣ John 11:52 and not for the nation only, but 
to gather into one the dispersed children of 
God. 

ECHOES



‣ BORN OF GOD

‣ John 3:3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without 
being born from above.” 

‣ BEHOLDING HIS GLORY

‣ John 17:5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. 

‣ THE ONLY SON

‣ John 3:16   “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

ECHOES



‣ MOSES
‣ John 5:45 Do not think that I will accuse you 

before the Father; your accuser is Moses, on 
whom you have set your hope.  46 If you 
believed Moses, you would believe me, for he 
wrote about me. 

‣ John 6:32 Then Jesus said to them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave 
you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father 
who gives you the true bread from heaven. 

‣ John 9:28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You 
are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
Moses.  29 We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 
where he comes from.” 

ECHOES



‣ SEEING GOD

‣ John 5:37 And the Father who 
sent me has himself testified 
on my behalf. You have never 
heard his voice or seen his 
form, 

‣ John 6:46 Not that anyone 
has seen the Father except 
the one who is from God; he 
has seen the Father. 

ECHOES



REFLECTIONS
‣ The search for “origins”

‣ The power of the word

‣ The quest for wisdom

‣ Dialogue with the times we live in

‣ God as personal in Christ

‣ Christocentric eco-theology



REFLECTIONS
1. “In the beginning” takes me back to my own 
new creation in Christ—back to significant 
moments—perhaps even to a single moment 
which stands out as the beginning of my own 
belonging in Christ. Praise.

2. Life—what makes me alive, taking hold of my 
imagination and energy? How is my life in Christ? 
Prayer of gratitude. 

3. Light—a fabulous imagery. It may be that some 
particular land or seascape stands out in my 
memory as having an especially beautiful light. 
Prayer of enlightenment.

4. The dark side of refusal and rejection—in my 
life I probably have said both yes and no to grace. 
Where am I now in my life? Prayer of pilgrimage.

5. Wisdom was God’s presence—a feminine 
presence, because (to use Biblical language) just 
as a man is “incomplete” without the love and 
companionship of a woman, the human person 
needs to be complemented by God’s wisdom. 

6. The power of language in my experience as an 
entry point to appreciating the Word made flesh. 
What word am I hearing especially today?



PRAYER
We praise you, gracious God, for 
the glad tidings of peace, the 
good news of salvation: your 
Word became flesh and we have 
seen his glory. Let the radiance 
of that glory enlighten the lives of 
those who celebrate his birth. 

Reveal to all the world the light 
no darkness can extinguish, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, in the splendour of 
eternal light, God for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


