


THE CHRISTMAS 
STORIES

6. Dawn Mass



PROGRAMME
‣ Introduction 

‣ Matthew 1-2 

‣ Luke 1-2 

‣ Christmas: Vigil 

‣ Christmas: Midnight 

‣ Christmas: Dawn 

‣ Christmas: Day



SEQUENCE

‣ All three readings 

‣ Luke: David, treasured, pondered, seen and heard, shepherds 

‣ Reflections and prayer



DAWN MASS

‣ Isaiah 61:11-12	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Your saviour comes 

‣ Psalm 97 (96)		 	 	 	 	 	 	 New light will shine 

‣ Titus 3:4-7	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The kindness and love of God 

‣ Luke 2:15-20	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Let us go to Bethlehem



This the Lord proclaims 

to the ends of the earth: 

Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Look, 

your saviour comes, 

the prize of his victory with him, 

his trophies before him.’ 

They shall be called ‘The Holy People’, 

‘the Lord’s Redeemed.’ 

And you shall be called ‘The-sought-after’, 

‘City-not-forsaken.’

ISAIAH 61 



This day new light will shine upon 
the earth: the Lord is born for us. 

The Lord is king, let earth rejoice, 

  let all the coastlands be glad. 

The skies proclaim his justice; 

  all peoples see his glory. 

Light shines forth for the just 

  and joy for the upright of heart. 

Rejoice, you just, in the Lord; 

  give glory to his holy name.

PSALM 97 (96)



When the kindness and love of 
God our saviour for mankind were 
revealed, it was not because he 
was concerned with any righteous 
actions we might have done 
ourselves;  

it was for no reason except his 
own compassion that he saved us, 
by means of the cleansing water of 
rebirth and by renewing us with 
the Holy Spirit which he has so 
generously poured over us 
through Jesus Christ our saviour.  

He did this so that we should be 
justified by his grace, to become 
heirs looking forward to 
inheriting eternal life.

TITUS 3



When the angels had gone from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, ‘Let us go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened which the Lord has 
made known to us.’  

So they hurried away and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
lying in the manger.  

When they saw the child they 
repeated what they had been told 
about him, and everyone who 
heard it was astonished at what 
the shepherds had to say. As for 
Mary, she treasured all these 
things and pondered them in her 
heart.  

And the shepherds went back 
glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen; it was 
exactly as they had been told.

LUKE 2



1. Annunciation of the 
birth of John the 

Baptist 

2. Annunciation of the 
birth of Jesus the 

Messiah

Luke 1:1-25 
Luke 1:26-38

3. The visitation (Magnificant) Luke 1:39-56

4. The birth of John the 
Baptist (Benedictus)

5. The birth of Jesus 
the Messiah (Gloria)

Luke 1:57-80 
Luke 2:1-20

6. The presentation (Nunc dimittis) Luke 2:21-40

7. Jesus in the Temple Luke 2:41-52



LUKE 2
‣ This reading is simply the continuation of the reading for 

Midnight Mass. Some of the information given there applies 
here too, of course.  

‣ It illustrates a response to the events of salvation and 
already some are worshipping the baby. 

‣ There are considerable OT echoes: Gen 25:24; Wis 7:4. 



DAVID
(i) David as shepherd: When they came, he 
looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord 
said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 
on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals 
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He 
said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 
Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen 

any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your 
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we 
will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent 
and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, 
“Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in 
the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon David from that day 
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  
(1 Sam 16:6–13)



DAVID
(ii) Davidic shepherd to come: I will 
set up over them one shepherd, my 
servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd.  (Ezek 34:23) My servant 
David shall be king over them; and 
they shall all have one shepherd. 
They shall follow my ordinances and 
be careful to observe my statutes. 
(Ezek 37:24) 

(iii) Bethlehem: Often mentioned in 
connection with David (1 Sam 17:12, 
15; 20:6, 28; 2 Sam 23:14–16; 1 Chr 
11:16–18; Luke 2:4; John 7:42). A 
significant echo can also be found in 
the book of Ruth (Ruth 1:1–2, 19, 22; 
2:4; 4:11). The key text, however, is 
the one cited by Luke



TREASURED
The only two other occurrences of 
the word “treasured” illustrate 
the range of meaning rather well: 
(i) Neither is new wine put into 
old wineskins; otherwise, the 
skins burst, and the wine is 
spilled, and the skins are 
destroyed; but new wine is put 

into fresh wineskins, and so both 
are preserved.”  (Matt 9:17)  

(ii) for Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous 
and holy man, and he protected 
him. When he heard him, he was 
greatly perplexed; and yet he 
liked to listen to him.  (Mark 
6:20) 



PONDERED

In the New Testament, the 
other word “pondered” is 
limited to Luke-Acts (Luke 
2:19; 14:31; Acts 4:15; 17:18; 
18:27; 20:14).  

The meaning ranges from the 
literal (to take with) to the 
metaphorical (to consider, to 
discuss). Heart also has a 
certain prominence in Luke-
Acts (16-11-22-7+20). 



SEEN AND HEARD
And he answered them, “Go and tell 
John what you have seen and heard: 
the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, the 
poor have good news brought to 
them.  (Luke 7:22)  

Then he said, ‘The God of our 
ancestors has chosen you to know his 
will, to see the Righteous One and to 
hear his own voice; for you will be his 
witness to all the world of what you 
have seen and heard. And now why 
do you delay? Get up, be baptised, 
and have your sins washed away, 
calling on his name.’  (Acts 22:14–16)



SHEPHERDS

‣ Shepherds represent two apparently contradictory things:  

• David the shepherd-king 

• Shepherds as unclean,  permanently ritually impure 

‣ Both are true at the same time. 



REFLECTION
1. This was no ordinary child.  It is the birth of the Son of God. In order to take in 

the implications of that we can do well to recall Meister Eckhart’s reflection and 
ask ourselves how the birth of Jesus takes place in us:  

2. What good is it to me if the eternal birth of the divine Son takes place 
unceasingly but does not take place within myself? And what good is it to me if 
Mary is full of grace and if I am not also full of grace? 

3. The shepherds were both frightened and thrilled. Good news can sometimes be 
terrifying. Pregnancy and the birth of a child can give rise to both feelings. 
Hopefully the joy and wonder at new life outweigh the fear and apprehension. 
What has been your experience?



PRAYER
Today, O God of light, your 
loving kindness dawns, your 
tender compassion shines 
upon us, for in our Saviour, 
born of human flesh, you 
reveal your gracious gift of 
our birth to life eternal. 

Fill us with the wonder of this 
holy day: let us treasure in 
our hearts what we have been 
told, that our lives may 
proclaim your great and 
gentle mercy.



CONVERSATION


