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Welcome

✤ Luke’s Passion Narrative

✤ The Readings of Palm Sunday

✤ Detailed commentary

✤ Prayer





Luke’s Passion Narrative

✤ The accounts in the 
four Gospels are 
fundamentally similar.  

✤ However, they differ 
in sequence, scenes 
and wording. 

✤ These differences 
reflect the needs of the 
audience at the time of 
writing.

✤ They also reflect the 
theology of the 
particular writer. 



Luke’s Passion Narrative

✤ Luke underlines the 
innocence of Jesus.

✤ Pilate (23:4, 14, 22) 

✤ Herod (23:15) 

✤ The daughters of 
Jerusalem (27) 

✤ Jesus himself (31) 

✤ The good thief (41) 

✤ The centurion (47) 

✤ The crowds who came to 
watch (49).



 When they heard these things, they became 
enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 
(Acts 7:54)

When they heard this, all in the synagogue were 
filled with rage. (Luke 4:28)

“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God!”  (Acts 7:56)

But from now on the Son of Man will be 
seated at the right hand of the power of 
God.” (Luke 22:69)

Then they dragged him out of the city (Acts 
7:58)

As they led him away (Luke 23:26)
They got up, drove him out of the town (Luke 
4:29)

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  (Acts 7:59) “Father, into your hands I commend my 
spirit.” (Luke 23:46)

Then he knelt down (Acts 7:60)
Then he withdrew from them about a 
stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed 
(Luke 22:41)

“Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.”  (Acts 7:60)

[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing.”] 
(Luke 23:34)

When he had said this, he died. (Acts 7:60) Having said this, he breathed his last.  
(Luke 23:46)



✤ This gospel shows Jesus 
“dispensing” gifts while 
going to death himself: 

✤ Reconciliation (between 
Pilate and Herod); 

✤ Consolation (to the 
women); 

✤ Forgiveness (to his killers); 

✤ Paradise (to the good 
thief); 

✤ Praise (the centurion); 

✤ Repentance (to the 
crowds). 

✤ The gifts unwrap Luke’s 
theology of the cross.

Luke’s Passion Narrative
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STORY OF SALVATION
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Palm Sunday: Luke 22:14-23:56

One of the criminals hanging there abused him. 
‘Are you not the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself 
and us as well.’ But the other spoke up and 
rebuked him. ‘Have you no fear of God at all?’ 
he said. ‘You got the same sentence as he did, 
but in our case we deserved it: we are paying for 
what we did. But this man has done nothing 
wrong. Jesus,’ he said ‘remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I promise 
you,’ he replied ‘today you will be with me in 
paradise.’

It was now about the sixth hour and, with the 
sun eclipsed, a darkness came over the whole 
land until the ninth hour. The veil of the Temple 
was torn right down the middle; and when Jesus 
had cried out in a loud voice, he said, ‘Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit’ With these 
words he breathed his last.

When the centurion saw what had taken place, 
he gave praise to God and said, ‘This was a great 
and good man.’ And when all the people who 
had gathered for the spectacle saw what had 
happened, they went home beating their breasts.

All his friends stood at a distance; so also did the 
women who had accompanied him from Galilee, 
and they saw all this happen.



Palm Sunday: Isaiah 50:4-7 

The Lord has given me

a disciple’s tongue.

So that I may know how to reply to the 
wearied

he provides me with speech.

Each morning he wakes me to hear,

to listen like a disciple.

The Lord has opened my ear.

For my part, I made no resistance,

neither did I turn away.

I offered my back to those who struck me,

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard;

I did not cover my face

against insult and spittle.

The Lord comes to my help,

so that I am untouched by the insults.

So, too, I set my face like flint;

I know I shall not be shamed.



Palm Sunday: Psalm 22 (21) 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

All who see me deride me.

  They curl their lips, they toss their heads.

‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;

  let him release him if this is his friend.’

Many dogs have surrounded me,

  a band of the wicked beset me.

They tear holes in my hands and my feet

  I can count every one of my bones.

They divide my clothing among them.

  They cast lots for my robe.

O Lord, do not leave me alone,

  my strength, make haste to help me!

I will tell of your name to my brethren

  and praise you where they are assembled.

‘You who fear the Lord give him praise;

  all sons of Jacob, give him glory.

  Revere him, Israel’s sons.



Palm Sunday: Philippians 2:6-11 

His state was divine,

yet Christ Jesus did not cling

to his equality with God

but emptied himself

to assume the condition of a slave

and became as men are;

and being as all men are,

he was humbler yet,

even to accepting death,

death on a cross.

But God raised him high

and gave him the name

which is above all other names

so that all beings

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld,

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus

and that every tongue should acclaim

Jesus Christ as Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.



At first glance…

✤ Any comment you would like to make?

✤ Any question you would like to ask?



Palm Sunday: Isaiah 50:4-7(8-9)

✤ Isaiah 40-55 comes from teachings proclaimed towards 
the end of the great Exile in Babylon, when hope of 
homecoming and return was beginning to dawn. 

✤ The exile was understood in part to be a consequence 
of infidelity on the part of the priests and the people. 

✤ The “servant” is called upon to undergo the pain of 
exile in an exemplary fashion to that all Israel can use 
the bitter experience for spiritual purification. 



Palm Sunday: Isaiah 50:4-7(8-9)

✤ This is poetry, in which the writer responds to the sufferings of 
Israel. The images used are always significant.

✤ Note the extensive use of the part of the body: tongue, ear, back, 
cheeks, beard, face. 

✤ In contrast to earlier generations, this Israelite has an open ear. 
This is really a psalm of confidence. 

✤ This particular song is notable for its repeated use of the full 
name of God in a quite emphatic and personal way: “Lord God” 
translates ʾădōnāy YHWH (Lord Yahweh). 



Isa 50:4  The Lord GOD has given me

the tongue of a teacher,

that I may know how to sustain

the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens—

wakens my ear

to listen as those who are taught. (Cf. Is 6)

5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear,

and I was not rebellious,

I did not turn backward. 

6 I gave my back to those who struck me,

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;

I did not hide my face

from insult and spitting.

  Isa 50:7    Lord GOD helps me;

therefore I have not been disgraced;

therefore I have set my face like flint,

and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

8 he who vindicates me is near.

Who will contend with me? (Cf. Job’s “case”)

Let us stand up together.

Who are my adversaries?

Let them confront me. 

9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me;

who will declare me guilty?

All of them will wear out like a garment;

the moth will eat them up.

Palm Sunday: Isaiah 50:4-7(8-9)



Palm Sunday: Psalm 22 (21) 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

All who see me deride me.

  They curl their lips, they toss their heads.

‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;

  let him release him if this is his friend.’

Many dogs have surrounded me,

  a band of the wicked beset me.

They tear holes in my hands and my feet

  I can count every one of my bones.

They divide my clothing among them.

  They cast lots for my robe.

O Lord, do not leave me alone,

  my strength, make haste to help me!

I will tell of your name to my brethren

  and praise you where they are assembled.

‘You who fear the Lord give him praise;

  all sons of Jacob, give him glory.

  Revere him, Israel’s sons.



✤ Psalm 22 (21) is a Psalm of lament.

✤ Used in Mark and Matthew as Jesus’ last words

✤ Lament Psalms move from anguish to confidence

✤ The turning point is marked by the expression “my 
God you” (Eli atta). 

Palm Sunday: Psalm 22 (21)



✤ Extended Complaint (vv. 1–11, 12-21)
✦ Vv. 1-11

✴ 1–5,
✴ 6–11

✦ Vv. 12–21
✴ 12–15
✴ 16–21

✤ Extended Praise (vv. 22–31) 
✦ vv. 22–26 
✦ vv. 27–31

Palm Sunday: Psalm 22 (21)

• Emerging suddenly out of a deathlike loss of 
meaning, the psalmist’s joyful confidence that 
God is responsive to his plea demands that the 
dead above all may not be excluded from 
celebration and worship. 

• It is the exuberance of the poetic vision that 
explodes the limits of Israel’s traditional 
understandings. 

• The shift in thought occurs first within the 
linguistic sphere, when a poet’s productive 
imagination glimpses a possibility that only 
later (perhaps even centuries later) will receive 
doctrinal formulation as the resurrection of the 
dead.



Palm Sunday: Philippians 2:6-11

✤ Philippians: Lent 2C, Lent 5C and Palm Sunday

✤ Paul’s favourite community has come to his help

✤ Conflict is normal

✤ He hears there are divisions, with feelings of superiority on several 
sides.

✤ He offers the model of Jesus who “became poor for your sake, so that 
you should become rich through his poverty.” (2 Corinthians 8:9)

✤ Make your own the mind of Christ Jesus (Philippians 2:5)



Palm Sunday: Philippians 2:6-11

The first category includes 
those that are doctrinal, 
didactic, or liturgical in 
scope. 

Some examples of this first 
category can be found in Eph 
5:14; 1 Tim 3:16 and 6:15–16; 
2 Tim 2:11–13; Titus 3:4–7; 
Phil 2:6–11; and Rev 22:17. 

In the second category are 
those that are doxological in 
content. 

These are all found in the 
book of Revelation (1:4–8; 
4:8; 4:11; 5:9–10; 5:12; 11:15; 
11:17–18; and 15:3–4).



✤ The Genesis story of Adam as well as later Jewish 
speculation about two Adams

✤ The Deutero-Isaiah figure of the Suffering Servant

✤ The figure of divine Wisdom in Hellenistic Judaism

✤ Paul has adjusted the hymn a little, disturbing the 
rhythm 

Palm Sunday: Philippians 2:6-11



A. Who, though he was in the form of God,

did not count equality with God

a thing to be grasped,

B. but made himself nothing,

taking the form of a servant,

being born in the likeness of humans.

C. and being found in human form,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross

D. Therefore God has highly exalted him

and bestowed on hi the name

that is above every name

E. so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow

in heaven an don earth and under the earth, 

E. and everyone tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 



A. Who, though he was in the form of God,

did not count equality with God

a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing,

taking the form of a servant,

B. being born in the likeness of humans.

and being found in human form,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross

C Therefore God has highly exalted him

and bestowed on hi the name that is above every name

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and everyone tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 



Palm Sunday: Philippians 2:6-11

✤ Use of the hymn in context

✤ Proposing the centrality of the real humanity of Jesus

✤ This is then a model for the Christian believer

✤ In line with Paul’s teaching elsewhere (see next slide)



Palm Sunday: Philippians 2:6-11

✤ For Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks ask for 
wisdom, but we preach about a crucified Christ, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. 
But to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
For the foolishness of God is wiser than human 
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
human strength. ( 1Corinthians 1:22–25)



Palm Sunday: Philippians 2:6-11

✤ For indeed he was crucified by reason of weakness, but he lives 
because of God’s power. For we also are weak in him, but we will 
live together with him, because of God’s power toward you.  (2 
Corinthians 13:4)

✤ But he said to me, “My grace is enough for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” So then, I will boast most gladly about 
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may reside in me. 
Therefore I am content with weaknesses, with insults, with 
troubles, with persecutions and difficulties for the sake of Christ, 
for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.  (2 Corinthians 12:9–10)



Luke’s Passion Narrative

Lk. 23:26 As they led Jesus away, they 
seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was 
coming from the country, and they laid 
the cross on him, and made him carry it 
behind Jesus. 

27 A great number of the people followed 
him, and among them were women who 
were beating their breasts and wailing for 
him. 

28 But Jesus turned to them and said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for 
me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. 

29 For the days are surely coming when 
they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and 
the wombs that never bore, and the 
breasts that never nursed.’ 

30 Then they will begin to say to the 
mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, 
‘Cover us.’ 

31 For if they do this when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?”



Luke’s Passion Narrative

32 Two others also, who were 
criminals, were led away to be put to 
death with him. 33 When they came to 
the place that is called The Skull, they 
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, 
one on his right and one on his left. 

34 [Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they 
are doing.”] 

And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. 35 And the people stood by, 
watching; 

but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself 
if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 
one!” 

36 The soldiers also mocked him, 
coming up and offering him sour wine, 
37 and saying, “If you are the King of 
the Jews, save yourself!” 

38 There was also an inscription over 
him, “This is the King of the Jews.”



Luke’s Passion Narrative

39 One of the criminals who were 
hanged there kept deriding him 
and saying, “Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 

40 But the other rebuked him, 
saying, “Do you not fear God, 
since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41 And 
we indeed have been condemned 
justly, for we are getting what we 
deserve for our deeds, but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” 

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I 
tell you, today you will be with me 
in Paradise.”



Luke’s Passion Narrative

44 It was now about noon, and 
darkness came over the whole land 
until three in the afternoon, 45 while 
the sun’s light failed; and the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two. 

46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud 
voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit.” Having said 
this, he breathed his last. 

47 When the centurion saw what had 
taken place, he praised God and said, 
“Certainly this man was innocent.” 

48 And when all the crowds who had 
gathered there for this spectacle saw 
what had taken place, they returned 
home, beating their breasts. 

49 But all his acquaintances, 
including the women who had 
followed him from Galilee, stood at a 
distance, watching these things.



Luke’s Passion Narrative

50 Now there was a good and 
righteous man named Joseph, who, 
though a member of the council, 51 
had not agreed to their plan and 
action. He came from the Jewish town 
of Arimathea, and he was waiting 
expectantly for the kingdom of God. 

52 This man went to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took 
it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, 
and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb 
where no one had ever been laid. 

54 It was the day of Preparation, and 
the sabbath was beginning. 

55 The women who had come with 
him from Galilee followed, and they 
saw the tomb and how his body was 
laid. 56 Then they returned, and 
prepared spices and ointments. 

On the sabbath they rested according 
to the commandment.



Thus…

Readings Stories Topic

Palm
Sunday

Isaiah 50:4-7 (III) Suffering Servant Suffering and 
confidence in God

Ps 22 (21) Lament Sorrow and hope

Phil 2:6-11 Christ hymn Descending and 
ascending

Luke 22:14-23:56 Passion of Jesus Tragedy: darkness 
and light



Thus: 

✤ Jesus died as a prophet-martyr

✤ He was innocent

✤ His death was a prayer of faithfulness

✤ In his suffering, we receive:  reconciliation, 
consolation, forgiveness, paradise, praise and 
repentance.



Prayer

O God of eternal glory, you anointed Jesus your servantto 
bear our sins, to encourage the weary, 

to raise up and restore the fallen. 
Keep before our eyes the splendour of the paschal mystery of 

Christ and, by our sharing in the passion and resurrection, 
seal our lives with the victorious sign 

of his obedience and exaltation. 

We ask this through Christ, our deliverance and hope, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, holy 

and mighty God forever and ever. Amen.


