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Welcome

✤ Luke

✤ The Readings of Lent 2019

✤ Detailed commentary

✤ Prayer







The Gospel according to Luke

✤ The society of Jesus in Luke…

✦ Even tax collectors came to be 
baptised, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we 
do?”  (Luke 3:12)

✦ Then Levi gave a great banquet for 
him in his house; and there was a 
large crowd of tax collectors and 
others sitting at the table with them. 
The Pharisees and their scribes were 
complaining to his disciples, saying, 
“Why do you eat and drink with tax 
collectors and sinners?”  (Luke 5:29–
30) 

✦ And all the people who heard this, 
including the tax collectors, 
acknowledged the justice of God, 
because they had been baptised with 
John’s baptism. But by refusing to be 
baptised by him, the Pharisees and 
the lawyers rejected God’s purpose 
for themselves.  (Luke 7:29–30) 

✦ Now all the tax collectors and 
sinners were coming near to listen to 
him. And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, 
“This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.”  (Luke 15:1–2)



The Gospel according to Luke

✤ Disreputable characters in Luke…

✦ Woman who was a sinner: 
Luke 7:36-50

✦ Shepherds: Luke 2:8, 15, 18, 20; 
Luke 15:3-7 

✦ Prodigal Son: 15:11-32

✦ Managers: Luke 12:42; 16:1–4, 8

✦ Slaves: Luke 7:2–3, 8, 10; 12:37–
38, 42–43, 45–47; 14:17, 21–23; 
15:22, 26, 29; 16:13; 17:7, 9–10; 
19:13, 15, 17, 22; 20:10–11; 22:50

✦ The tax collectors / publicans: 
Luke 3:12; 5:27, 29–30; 7:29, 34; 
15:1; 18:10–11, 13 

✦ Zacchaeus: Luke 19:1-10 

✦ The “good” thief: Luke 
23:39-43



The Gospel according to Luke

✤ Contrasting figures in Luke…

✦ Priest and levite v. the 
Samaritan: Luke 10:29-37

✦ Rich man v. Lazarus: Luke 
15:3-7 

✦ Bad thief v. the good thief: Luke 
23:39-43

✦ Pharisee v. the Publican: Luke 
16:1–4, 8

✦ Older son v. the younger son: 
Luke 15:11-32

✦ Judge v. the widow: Luke 18:1-8

✦ Jewish lepers v. the Samaritan: 
Luke 17:11-19

✦ Two on the road v. Jesus: Luke 
24:13-35



The Gospel according to Luke

✤ Open-ended stories in Luke…

✦ Did the Samaritan come back? 
Luke 10:29-37

✦ Did the fig tree produce fruit? 
Luke 13:1-9

✦ Did the king preparing for 
battle seek terms? Luke 14:31

✦ Did the older son reconsider? 
Luke 15:11-32

✦ Did the unjust manager get 
away with it? 16:1–4, 8 

✦ Did the other lepers overhear? 
Luke 17:11-19 

✦ Did the unjust judge finally 
listen to the widow? Luke 
18:1-8
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Lent 4C: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus 
to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes complained. 
‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke 
this parable to them:

  ‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, “Father, let me 
have the share of the estate that would come to me.” So the father 
divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son 
got together everything he had and left for a distant country where he 
squandered his money on a life of debauchery.

  ‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and 
now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local 
inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would 
willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating but no 
one offered him anything. 

Then he came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s paid 
servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! 
I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your 
son; treat me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the place and went 
back to his father.

  ‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved 
with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him 
tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the father 
said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; 
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have 
been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, 
because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost 
and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

  ‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he 
drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the 
servants he asked what it was all about. “Your brother has come” replied 
the servant “and your father has killed the calf we had fattened because 
he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and refused to 
go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his 
father, “Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once 
disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much as a kid for me 
to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he comes 
back after swallowing up your property – he and his women – you kill 
the calf we had been fattening.”

  ‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is 
yours. But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your 
brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”’’



Lent 4C: Joshua 5:9-12

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I 
have taken the shame of Egypt 
away from you.’

The Israelites pitched their camp 
at Gilgal and kept the Passover 
there on the fourteenth day of the 
month, at evening in the plain of 
Jericho. On the morrow of the 
Passover they tasted the produce 
of that country, unleavened bread 
and roasted ears of corn, that same 
day. 

From that time, from their first 
eating of the produce of that 
country, the manna stopped 
falling. And having manna no 
longer, the Israelites fed from that 
year onwards on what the land of 
Canaan yielded.
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Lent 4C: Psalm 34 (33) 

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

I will bless the Lord at all times,

  his praise always on my lips;

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.

  The humble shall hear and be glad.

Glorify the Lord with me.

  Together let us praise his name.

I sought the Lord and he answered me;

  from all my terrors he set me free.

Look towards him and be radiant;

  let your faces not be abashed.

This poor man called, the Lord heard him

  and rescued him from all his distress.



Lent 4C: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a 
new creation; the old creation has 
gone, and now the new one is here. It 
is all God’s work. 

It was God who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the 
work of handing on this reconciliation. 

In other words, God in Christ was 
reconciling the world to himself, not 
holding men’s faults against them, and 
he has entrusted to us the news that 
they are reconciled. 

So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is 
as though God were appealing 
through us, and the appeal that we 
make in Christ’s name is: be reconciled 
to God. 

For our sake God made the sinless one 
into sin, so that in him we might 
become the goodness of God.



At first glance…

✤ Once more, it looks as if these three readings are very 
disparate

✤ It is hard to see any links (apart from the Second 
Reading and the Gospel)

✤ Can we go a little deeper? 



Lent 4C: Joshua 5:9-11

✤ The book of Joshua completes the story of the Pentateuch by 
narrating the entry into the land (Joshua 1-12) and the 
allotting of the tribal areas (Joshua 13-21).

I. Introduction
II. Conquest
III. Allotment

✤ Chapter 5 recounts the ritual preparation for holy war, in the 
course of which, God gives instructions about the transition 
between the time of wandering and the settlement. 



Lent 4C: Joshua 5:9-11

Archaeological evidence has undermined the historicity of the entry into 
the Land (Jericho was not occupied; Ai was abandoned; no change of 
pottery or building style and so forth). In response, scholars have taken up 
different positions. 

I. The story is still broadly reliable even if the details are not. 

II. Some pastoral nomads peacefully infiltrated the land. 

III. The Israelites were originally native Canaanites, who, galvanised by 
their faith in YWHW, rose against their Canaanite overlords. 

IV. Joshua and related books are post-exilic legends, of no historical value.



Lent 4C: Joshua 5:9-11

Mmm…

✤ Nonetheless, all but the most conservative biblical scholars do 
agree that Joshua is not history in the sense of an account of 
what actually happened. Rather, it may be thought of as 
history in the sense of a people’s repeated efforts to draw on its 
remembered past in order to understand and shape its present.

✤ It is, nevertheless, a text which deals with transition and 
perhaps this may be an entry point for contemporary 
reflection.



Lent 4C: Joshua 5:9-12

v. 9 The Lord said to Joshua, 
‘Today I have taken (lit. rolled away 
- galal in Hebrew) the shame of 
Egypt away from you.’

v. 10. The Israelites pitched their 
camp at Gilgal and kept the 
Passover there on the fourteenth day 
of the month, at evening in the 
plain of Jericho. 

v. 11 On the morrow of the Passover 
they tasted the produce of that 
country, unleavened bread and 
roasted ears of corn, that same 
day. 

v. 12 From that time, from their 
first eating of the produce of that 
country, the manna stopped 
falling. And having manna no 
longer, the Israelites fed from that 
year onwards on what the land of 
Canaan yielded.



Lent 4C: Joshua 5:9-12

Exod 15:13 “In your steadfast love 
you led the people whom you 
redeemed;
you guided them by your strength to 
your holy abode. 

14 The peoples heard, they trembled;
pangs seized the inhabitants of 
Philistia. 
15 Then the chiefs of Edom were 
dismayed;
trembling seized the leaders of Moab;
all the inhabitants of Canaan melted 
away. 

16 Terror and dread fell upon them;
by the might of your arm, they 
became still as a stone
until your people, O Lord, passed by,
until the people whom you acquired 
passed by. 

17 You brought them in and planted 
them on the mountain of your own 
possession,
the place, O Lord, that you made your 
abode,
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your 
hands have established.  



Lent 4C: Psalm 34 (33) 

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

I will bless the Lord at all times,

  his praise always on my lips;

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.

  The humble shall hear and be glad.

Glorify the Lord with me.

  Together let us praise his name.

I sought the Lord and he answered me;

  from all my terrors he set me free.

Look towards him and be radiant;

  let your faces not be abashed.

This poor man called, the Lord heard him

  and rescued him from all his distress.



Lent 4C: Psalm 34 (33) 

✤ Psalm 34 is an acrostic 
(alphabetical) Psalm, each line 
beginning with the next letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet (the sixth 
letter is missing here). 

✤ As a result, this is a wisdom 
psalm, drawing lessons for others 
from experience. Cf.     Come, O 
children, listen to me; I will teach 
you the fear of the LORD.  (Psalms 
34:11)

✤ The sudden invitation to “taste 
and see” is startling in its sensory 
concreteness — suggesting the 
help of God was immediate and 
it triggered delight. To taste (as in 
English) can also mean to try out. 

✤ The full psalm uses a good deal 
of “body language” — mouth, 
tongue, lips, eyes, ears, face, bones—
with associated verbs such as 
seeing, hearing, tasting, looking, 
shouting.



Lent 4C: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

✤ 2 Corinthians has a complicated history and may have 
been written in stages, collected later into one 
document.

✤  It reflects a breakdown in communication between 
the apostle and some in Corinth.

✤ Issue: Paul’s authority, ministry and preaching.

✤ Issue: the call to communion and reconciliation.



Lent 4C: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

✤ Greeting (1:1-2) 

✤ Thanksgiving (1:3-11) 

✤ Body (1:12–13:10) 

1. Paul defends his change of travel plans (1:12–2:13) 

2. Paul defends his apostolic authority (2: 14–7:16) 

3. The collection for Jerusalem (8:1–9:15) 

4. Paul defends himself and denounces the opponents (10:1–13:10) 

✤ Closing greetings (13:11-13)



Lent 4C: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a 
new creation; the old creation has 
gone, and now the new one is here. It 
is all God’s work. 

It was God who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the 
work of handing on this reconciliation. 

In other words, God in Christ was 
reconciling the world to himself, not 
holding men’s faults against them, and 
he has entrusted to us the news that 
they are reconciled. 

So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is 
as though God were appealing 
through us, and the appeal that we 
make in Christ’s name is: be reconciled 
to God. 

For our sake God made the sinless one 
into sin, so that in him we might 
become the goodness of God.



Lent 4C: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

2 Cor 5:14 For the love of Christ controls us, 
since we have concluded this, that Christ died 
for all; therefore all have died. 15 And he died 
for all so that those who live should no longer 
live for themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised. 

16 So then from now on we acknowledge no one 
from an outward human point of view. Even 
though we have known Christ from such a 
human point of view, now we do not know him 
in that way any longer. 

17 So then, if anyone is in Christ, he (it) is a 
new creation; what is old has passed away–
look, what is new has come! 

18 And all these things are from God who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and 
who has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 

19 In other words, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
people’s trespasses against them, and he has 
given us the message of reconciliation. 

20 Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were making His plea through us. 

We plead with you on Christ’s behalf, “Be 
reconciled to God!” 

21 God made the one who did not know sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we would become 
the righteousness of God. 



Lent 4C: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

✤ 21 God made the one who did not know sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we would become the righteousness of 
God. 

✦ Perhaps a creedal formula like 2 Cor 8:9 or and Phil 
2:5-11.

✦ Made to be sin: i.e. the incarnation

✦ Or: the crucifixion (see Gal 3:13)

✦ Key text: Romans 3:21-26 in the Net Bible translation 



Lent 4C: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Rom 3:21 But now apart from the law 
the righteousness of God (which is 
attested by the law and the prophets) 
has been disclosed– 22 namely, the 
righteousness of God through the 
FAITHFULNESS of Jesus Christ for all 
who believe. 

For there is no distinction, 23 for all 
have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God. 24 But they are justified 
freely by his grace through the 
REDEMPTION that is in Christ Jesus. 

25 God publicly displayed him at his 
death as the mercy seat accessible 
through FAITH. This was to 
demonstrate his righteousness, 
because God in his forbearance had 
passed over the sins previously 
committed. 

26 This was also to demonstrate his 
righteousness in the present time, so 
that he would be just and the 
justifier of the one who lives because 
of Jesus’ FAITHFULNESS.



Lent 4C: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

✤ The parable illustrates the tendencies of Luke

✦ Disreputable characters

✦ Contrasting pairs

✦ Open-ended stories



Lent 4C: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

✤ Relationships: Father, sons, brothers, foreigners, servants, and, in an unsettling 
way, women.

✤ Biblical: Cain and Abel, Jacob and Esau, Ephraim and Manasseh. 

✤ Feelings: desire, autonomy, rivalry, dependence, shame, jealousy, resentment.

✤ Issues: inheritance, property, authority, rights

✤ Theology: Jesus as prophetic actor and speaker; the Father as God; compassion, 
forgiveness and reconciliation; discipleship and inclusivity, fall, grace, mercy.

✤ Church: Mirrored here too: divided into two groups, absence of women, 
rigourists v. realists



Lent 4C: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

✤ Patterns

✦ Lost sheep

✦ Lost coin

✦ Lost son…but which one?

✤ Folktales: once to happen, twice to create a pattern, 
three times to break the pattern



Lent 4C: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

✤ The son’s decline: from family, country, religion

✤ Looking at words…

✦ A life of debauchery… “a life without salvation”

✦ He came to his senses… “he came to himself”

✦ Here am I dying of hunger… “on account of the 
famine, I am lost”



Lent 4C: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

✤ The father’s constancy

✦ Paterfamilias — running!

✦ He was moved with pity… “he felt compassion”

✦ NB: Compassion in the Gospels and in Luke.

✦ Embraced him (lit. fell on his neck) and kissed him and interrupted him.

✦ But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and 
kissed him, and they wept.  (Genesis 33:4) 

✦ NB: Robe, ring, sandals — a full restoration to the family



Lent 4C: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

✤ But…three characters, with three emotional climaxes

✦ He came to himself…

✦ He was moved with compassion…

✦ He was angry and would not go in

✦ He acts like a slave and speaks with the slaves.



Lent 4C: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

✤ Both sons have misconstrued 
the relationship with their 
father. 

✤ The older son wants to relate on 
a basis of servile loyalty 
(allegorically, the Law). 

✤ The younger son, on his return, 
wishes to relate on the basis of 
confession of son and desires to 
be treated as a slave. 

✤ The father rejects both 
projections. 

✤ Servile loyalty and guilt are not 
unknown in the Christian 
tradition! 

✤ God rejects both projections and 
desired a different basis for 
relationship.

✤ The parable is open-ended and 
so the offer is still on the table.  



Thus…

Readings Stories Topic

Lent 4 Josh 5:9-11 Joshua Home-coming and 
feasting (Passover)

Joshua Ps 33 Thanksgiving in 
anguish

Taste and see, 
compassion

2 Cor 5:17-21 New creation   
in Christ

Reconciliation       
(in two senses)

Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Prodigal son 
and merciful 

father

Compassion,  
home-coming, 

reconciliation, feast
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22:14-28 The Last Supper The Apostles
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5:27-32 Banquet at Levi’s house Tax collectors and sinners

7:36-50 Dinner at Simon’s house Pharisees, guests and sinful 
woman

9:10-17 Feeding the 5,000 Disciples and crowds

10:38-42* Mary and Martha receive Jesus Mary and Martha

11:37-52* Dinner at a Pharisee’s house Pharisees and lawyers

14:1-24* Sabbath meal at a Pharisee’s house Pharisees, lawyers and guests

19:1-10* Hospitality at the home of 
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Zacchaeus

22:14-28 The Last Supper The Apostles

24:28-32* Breaking bread at Emmaus Two disciples

24:36-43* The risen Jesus eats food The Eleven



Thus: 

✤ Joshua, Psalm and Luke: home coming and celebration; 
God’s protection and God’s (implicit) compassion

✤ Paul and Luke: reconciliation

✤ Psalm and Luke: our compassionate and constant God 
hears our cry and is attentive to our needs



Prayer

God of compassion, 
you await the sinner’s return 

and spread a feast to welcome home the lost.
Save us from the temptations 
that lead us away from you, 

and draw us back by the constancy of your love, 
that we may take our place in your household 
and gladly share our inheritance with others.

We ask this through Christ, our deliverance and hope, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, holy and mighty God 

forever and ever. Amen.


