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Welcome

✤ Luke

✤ The Readings of Lent 2019

✤ Detailed commentary

✤ Prayer







The Gospel according to Luke

✤ Parables

✦ Two kinds: aphoristic and narrative

✦ For the narrative parables, some background is usually necessary

✦ Not all go back to the historical Jesus

✦ It is a mistake to treat parables as merely teaching morals; they are 
much more about mindset / conversion / worldview
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In only one 1 13 20
Total 42 John: no parables
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Lent 3C: Luke 13:1-9

Some people arrived and told Jesus about 
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with that of their sacrifices. At 
this he said to them, ‘Do you suppose 
these Galileans who suffered like that 
were greater sinners than any other 
Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; 
but unless you repent you will all perish 
as they did. Or those eighteen on whom 
the tower at Siloam fell and killed them? 
Do you suppose that they were more 
guilty than all the other people living in 
Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; 
but unless you repent you will all perish 
as they did.’

He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard, and he came 
looking for fruit on it but found none. He 
said to the man who looked after the 
vineyard, “Look here, for three years now 
I have been coming to look for fruit on 
this fig tree and finding none. Cut it 
down: why should it be taking up the 
ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it 
one more year and give me time to dig 
round it and manure it: it may bear fruit 
next year; if not, then you can cut it 
down.”’



Lent 3C: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15

Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-
in-law priest of Midian. He led his flock to the far side 
of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
the shape of a flame of fire, coming from the middle of 
a bush. Moses looked; there was the bush blazing but it 
was not being burnt up. ‘I must go and look at this 
strange sight,’ Moses said, ‘and see why the bush is not 
burnt.’ Now the Lord saw him go forward to look, and 
God called to him from the middle of the bush. ‘Moses, 
Moses!’ he said. ‘Here I am,’ Moses answered. ‘Come 
no nearer,’ he said. ‘Take off your shoes, for the place 
on which you stand is holy ground. I am the God of 
your fathers,’ he said, ‘the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this Moses covered his 
face, afraid to look at God.

And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable state of 
my people in Egypt. I have heard their appeal to be 
free of their slave-drivers. Yes, I am well aware of their 
sufferings. I mean to deliver them out of the hands of 
the Egyptians and bring them up out of that land to a 
land rich and broad, a land where milk and honey 
flow, the home of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites.’

Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons 
of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers has 
sent me to you.” But if they ask me what his name is, 
what am I to tell them?’ And God said to Moses, ‘I Am 
who I Am. This’ he added ‘is what you must say to the 
sons of Israel: “I Am has sent me to you.”’ And God 
also said to Moses, ‘You are to say to the sons of Israel: 
“The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 
sent me to you.” This is my name for all time; by this 
name I shall be invoked for all generations to come.’



Lent 3C: Psalm 103 (102) 

The Lord is compassion and love.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord

  all my being, bless his holy name.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord

  and never forget all his blessings.

It is he who forgives all your guilt,

  who heals every one of your ills,

who redeems your life from the grave,

  who crowns you with love and compassion,

The Lord does deeds of justice,

  gives judgement for all who are oppressed.

He made known his ways to Moses

  and his deeds to Israel’s sons.

The Lord is compassion and love,

  slow to anger and rich in mercy.

For as the heavens are high above the earth

  so strong is his love for those who fear him.



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

I want to remind you, brothers, how 
our fathers were all guided by a 
cloud above them and how they all 
passed through the sea. They were 
all baptised into Moses in this cloud 
and in this sea; all ate the same 
spiritual food and all drank the 
same spiritual drink, since they all 
drank from the spiritual rock that 
followed them as they went, and 
that rock was Christ. In spite of this, 
most of them failed to please God 
and their corpses littered the desert.

These things all happened as 
warnings for us, not to have the 
wicked lusts for forbidden things 
that they had. You must never 
complain: some of them did, and 
they were killed by the Destroyer.

All this happened to them as a 
warning, and it was written down 
to be a lesson for us who are living 
at the end of the age. The man who 
thinks he is safe must be careful that 
he does not fall.



At first glance…

✤ Once more, it looks as if these three readings are very 
disparate

✤ It is hard to see any links (apart from the Second 
Reading and the Gospel)

✤ Can we go a little deeper? 



Lent 3C: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15

✤ 1: 1–15: 21: Exodus  from Egypt

✤ 15: 22–18: 27: Israel’s journey through the desert to Mount Sinai 

✤ 19: 1–24: 11: Yahweh makes a covenant with Israel at Mount 
Sinai 

✤ 24: 12–31: 18: The Ten Commandments

✤ 32: 1–34: 35: The Golden Calf

✤ 35: 1–40: 38: The building of the Tabernacle



Lent 3C: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15



Lent 3C: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15

Moses was keeping the flock of his 
father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 
Midian; he led his flock beyond the 
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. There the angel of 
the LORD appeared to him in a flame 
of fire out of a bush; he looked, and 
the bush was blazing, yet it was not 
consumed. Then Moses said, “I must 
turn aside and look at this great sight, 
and see why the bush is not burned 
up.” When the LORD saw that he had 
turned aside to see, God called to him 
out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And 
he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, 
“Come no closer! Remove the sandals 
from your feet, for the place on which 
you are standing is holy ground.” He 

said further, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid 
to look at God. Then the Lord said, “I 
have observed the misery of my 
people who are in Egypt; I have heard 
their cry on account of their 
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their 
sufferings,  and I have come down to 
deliver them from the Egyptians, and 
to bring them up out of that land to a 
good and broad land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, to the country of 
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites.  

(Exod 3:1–8)
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Lent 3C: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15

But Moses said to God, 
“If I come to the Israelites 
and say to them, ‘The God 
of your ancestors has sent 
me to you,’ and they ask 
me, ‘What is his name?’ 
what shall I say to them?” 
God said to Moses, “I AM 
WHO I AM.” He said 
further, “Thus you shall 
say to the Israelites, ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.’” God 

also said to Moses, “Thus 
you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘The LORD, the 
God of your ancestors, the 
God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you’: 
This is my name forever, 
and this my title for all 
generations.  

(Exod 3:13–15)



Lent 3C: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15

✤ Jewish Study Bible translation:

Exod 3:14 And God said to Moses, “EHYEH-ASHER-
EHYEH.” 

He continued, “Thus shall you say to the Israelites, 
‘EHYEH sent me to you.’” 



Lent 3C: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15

✤ And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before 
you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The 
LORD’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show 
mercy. (Exodus 33:19)

✤  The LORD passed before him, and proclaimed, “The 
LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness etc.” (Exodus 34:6)



Lent 3C: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15

✤ I am I AM, the one who blots out your acts of 
lawlessness, and I will not remember them at all.  
(LXX Isaiah 43:25; MT is simpler).

✤ NB the “I AM” sentences in the Fourth Gospel: 

✤ 1. The bread of life; 2. the light of the world; 3. the 
gate; 4. the good shepherd; 5. the resurrection and the 
life; 6. the way, the truth and the life; 7. the vine.



Lent 3C: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15

✤ Elohim = “God” or 
“deity” (related to the word 
‘Alla in Arabic)

✤ YHWH or Yahweh = “The one 
who is” (Exodus 3:14)

✤ Jews never pronounce this word 
and always use a substitute:

✤ Adonai = the LORD

✤ To prevent pronouncing YHWH, 
in Jewish Bibles, Jews put the 
vowels of Adonai into YHWH to 
remind you to say Adonai

✤ Grammatically, the resulting 
word cannot be pronounced in 
Hebrew, but old English 
translations made the mistake of 
combining the two, giving rise 
to the non-biblical  name 
YEHOVAH or Jehovah which is 
certainly a mistake



Lent 3C: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15

✤ Since the King James 
Bible, English translations 
have followed Jewish 
tradition and used the 
word “Lord” for YHWH

✤ English Bibles: the LORD, 
always in small caps to 
indicate that behind is the 
word YHWH

✤ Sometimes in Hebrew 
you find the name 
Adonai YHWH, which 
means the Lord YHWH 

✤ English Bibles: the Lord 
GOD, with “God” in small 
caps to indicate that 
behind it, this time, is the 
word YHWH



Lent 3C: Psalm 103:1-4, 6-8, 11

The Lord is compassion and love.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord

  all my being, bless his holy name.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord

  and never forget all his blessings.

It is he who forgives all your guilt,

  who heals every one of your ills,

who redeems your life from the grave,

  who crowns you with love and compassion,

The Lord does deeds of justice,

  gives judgement for all who are oppressed.

He made known his ways to Moses

  and his deeds to Israel’s sons.

The Lord is compassion and love,

  slow to anger and rich in mercy.

For as the heavens are high above the earth

  so strong is his love for those who fear him.



Lent 3C: Psalm 103:1-4, 6-8, 11 

✤ 103 is one of the greatest of the Psalms

✤ A psalm of thanksgiving after grave illness.

✤ The person praying exhorts himself to praise.

✤ Actually a meditation on: The LORD passed before 
him, and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love and faithfulness.  (Exodus 34:6)



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ 1 Corinthians was written after Paul’s first visit to 
Corinth, so post AD 52. 

✤ The letter confronts several issues in the Corinthians 
churches: ethical, doctrinal, ecclesial and sacramental. 

✤ In the second part of the letter (7-16), Paul is 
responding to the letter he received from them. 



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ 8:1-11:1: Food sacrificed to idols.

✦ 8:1-13 Knowledge v. love

✦ 9:1-26 The rights of an apostle

✦ 10:1-22 Warnings from Israel’s history

✦ 10:23-11:1 Do all for the glory of God



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Context of 10:1-22

✦ Paul has just outlined the duties of the “enlightened” in 
8:1-13

✦ Paul outlined his own rights and his choice not to exercise 
these rights in 9:1-26

✦ Paul then presents a severe warning from the history of 
Israel in 10:1-22

✤ We concentrate on 10:1-13



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

1 Cor 10:1   I do not want you to be unaware, 
brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea,  
2 and all were baptised into Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea,  3 and all ate the same spiritual 
food,  4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. 
For they drank from the spiritual rock that 
followed them, and the rock was Christ.  5 
Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of 
them, and they were struck down in the 
wilderness. 

1 Cor 10:6   Now these things occurred as 
examples for us, so that we might not desire evil 
as they did.  7 Do not become idolaters as some of 
them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to 
eat and drink, and they rose up to play.”  

8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as 
some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell 
in a single day.  9 We must not put Christ to the 
test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by 
serpents.  10 And do not complain as some of 
them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.  
11 These things happened to them to serve as an 
example, and they were written down to instruct 
us, on whom the ends of the ages have come.  

12 So if you think you are standing, watch out 
that you do not fall.  13 No testing has overtaken 
you that is not common to everyone. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond 
your strength, but with the testing he will also 
provide the way out so that you may be able to 
endure it.  



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18

The LORD went in front of them 
in a pillar of cloud by day, to 
lead them along the way, and in 
a pillar of fire by night, to give 
them light, so that they might 
travel by day and by night. 
Neither the pillar of cloud by 
day nor the pillar of fire by 
night left its place in front of the 
people.  (Exodus 13:21–22)



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18

The Israelites went into the sea 
on dry ground, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their 
right and on their left. But the 
Israelites walked on dry ground 
through the sea, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their 
right and on their left. (Exodus 
14:22, 29)



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18

Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am 
going to rain bread from heaven for 
you, and each day the people shall go 
out and gather enough for that day. In 
that way I will test them, whether 
they will follow my instruction or not. 
And Moses said, “When the LORD 
gives you meat to eat in the evening 
and your fill of bread in the morning, 
because the LORD has heard the 
complaining that you utter against 
him—what are we? Your complaining 
is not against us but against the 
LORD.” “I have heard the complaining 
of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At 
twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall have your fill of 
bread; then you shall know that I am 
the LORD your God.’”  (Exodus 16:4, 8, 
12)



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18

I will be standing there in front 
of you on the rock at Horeb. 
Strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it, so that the people 
may drink.” Moses did so, in 
the sight of the elders of Israel.  
(Exodus 17:6)



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18

They rose early the next day, 
and offered burnt offerings and 
brought sacrifices of well-being; 
and the people sat down to eat 
and drink, and rose up to revel. 
But he said, “It is not the sound 
made by victors, or the sound 
made by losers; it is the sound 
of revellers that I 
hear.”  (Exodus 32:6, 18)



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Exodus motifs in 10:1-5

✦ Cloud: Exodus 13:21-22

✦ Sea: Exodus 14:22, 29

✦ Manna and quail: Exodus 16:4, 8, 12

✦ Spring: Exodus 17:6

✦ Apostasy:  Exodus 32:6, 18



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ Background

✦ Philo of Alexandria: “For the sharp-edged rock is the Wisdom of 
God, … from which he provides water for God-loving souls. And 
having been given drink they are filled with the manna, the most 
universal substance.… God is the most universal, and second, the 
Word of God.” (Legum allegoriae 2.86 AT) 

✦ For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the 
rock was Christ.

✦ As before, Paul’s concern is the double risk of idolatry and porneia.



Lent 3C: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

✤ As before:

✦ “The strong” must not flaunt 
their freedom to the dismay of 
the “the weak.” Context: food 
sacrificed to idols. 

✦ The apostle himself restricts the 
exercise of his rights.

✦ So if you think you are 
standing, watch out that you do 
not fall.  (1Corinthians 10:12)

✦ We who are strong ought to put 
up with the failings of the 
weak, and not to please 
ourselves.  (Romans 15:1)

✦ For if God did not spare the 
natural branches, perhaps he 
will not spare you.  (Romans 
11:21)



Lent 3C: Luke 13:1-9 

✤ There are three moments in this Gospel passage

✦ Pilate’s intervention in the Temple

✦ The collapse of the tower at Siloam

✦ The parable of the fig tree

✤ The first two belong together; the third is somewhat 
independent



Lent 3C: Luke 13:1-9 

✤ Pilate’s intervention in the Temple

✦ Succinct context and implied question

✦ Jesus rejects the link between sin and disaster

✦ Jesus ends with a challenge: “…but unless you repent 
you will all perish as they did”



Lent 3C: Luke 13:1-9 

✤ The collapse of the tower at Siloam

✦ Siloam — place of pilgrimage at Succoth

✦ An incident not uncommon but otherwise 
unreported

✦ Jesus ends with a challenge: “…but unless you 
repent you will all perish as they did”



Lent 3C: Luke 13:1-9 

✤ The parable of the fig tree

✦ The link is implied: if this is how things are, what 
should we do?

✦ Setting very realistic and local

✦ The owner is looking for profit and makes a decision

✦ His agent offers a counter-proposal



Lent 3C: Luke 13:1-9 

✤ The parable of the fig tree

✦ Notice that the ending is open

✦ But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours 
was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been 
found.’”  (Luke 15:32)

✦ As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the 
grace of God in vain. For he says, “At an acceptable time I have 
listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, 
now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!  
(2Corinthians 6:1–2)



Thus…

Readings Stories Topic

LENT 3 Exodus 3:1-8,13-15 The burning bush
God’s name
Compassion

Moses Ps 102 (103) Compassion and love
Compassion
Forgiveness

1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12 The rock was Christ Warning 

Lk 13:1-9 Parable of the fig tree Conversion



Thus: 

✤ YHWH is the God of compassion and love, proclaimed at the burning 
bush and celebrated in the Psalm

✤ Moses is a bridge figure across Exodus and 1 Corinthians

✤ The Lord desires from us conversion of heart

✤ He offers us again and again “the acceptable time” which is now. 

✤ The first and third readings are on narrative “tracks” and at the same 
time, the Psalm and the Second Reading offer thematic patterns richly 
weaving the various threads into a convincing tapestry of compassion, 
forgiveness and opportunity for conversion.  



Prayer

God of salvation, 
we stand before you on holy ground, 

for your name is glorified 
and your mercy revealed 

wherever your mighty deeds are remembered. 
Since you are holy and forbearing, 

turn us from every rash and shallow judgment 
to seek the ways of repentance.

We ask this through Christ, our deliverance and hope, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, holy and mighty God 

forever and ever.


