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Welcome

✤ Luke

✤ The Readings of Lent 2019

✤ Detailed commentary

✤ Prayer



The Gospel according to Luke

✤ Definitely post 70 because he uses 
Mark; the destruction of Jerusalem 
is already a past event.

✤ Many scholars: 85-90 AD.

✤ Probably a good deal later, 
because:

✦ The author uses Josephus, so 
later than  AD 93.

✦ The author has access to the 
Pauline corpus.

✤ Early second century.

✦ Cf. Reaction to Jewish revolts 
in the Diaspora (115-117).

✦ Cf. Context of the Pastorals 
(“wolves”, heresy, rejection of 
the OT, uneasy with the 
empire, yet no direct 
persecution). 



The Gospel according to Luke

✤ Who was “Luke”?

✤ Well-educated.

✤ Well-travelled.

✤ Good Greek.

✤ At home in the upper middle 
class of the Hellenistic world.

✤ Admirer of Paul but does not 
share Paul’s view of himself, has 
a very different theology and 
does not represent Paul’s 
theology with accuracy.

✤ Earliest Manuscript: Luke

✤ For convenience “Luke”, but 
really unknown.



Readings of 
Lent 2019

✤ Easter is our most important 
celebration

✤ The readings of Lent are 
chosen with great care

✤ They are different each year 
and very rich



Gospels of Lent

✤ The Temptation in the desert (Luke 4:1-13)

✤ The Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36)

✤ The Parable of the Fig Tree (Luke 13:1-9)

✤ The Parable of the Prodigal Son (15:1-3, 11-32)

✤ The woman caught committing adultery (John 8:1-11)



Old Testament Journey in Lent

✤ An ancient creed (Deut. 26:4-10)

✤ Abraham (Gen. 15:5-12, 17-18)

✤ Moses (Ex. 3:1-8a, 13-15) 

✤ Joshua (Josh. 5:9a, 10-12)

✤ The Exile (Isa. 43:16-21)



The Psalm and the Second Reading

✤ The Gospels follow one track

✤ The OT readings follow another track

✤ Frequently, the bridge is created by the careful selection 
of the Psalm and especially the Second Reading.

✤ Next: the overview

✤ Then: an example of how this all “works”
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of Lent
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of Lent
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of Lent

5th Sunday 
of Lent
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was my father…
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ABRAHAM 

God’s covenant and 
promise

Ex. 3:1-8a, 13-15 
MOSES 

The Burning Bush

Josh. 5:9a, 10-12 
JOSHUA

The first passover in 
the Promised Land

Isa. 43:16-21 
THE EXILE 

God promises a new 
deed 
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for what is still to 

come



1st Sunday
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2nd Sunday
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of Lent
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Deut. 26:4-10 
ANCIENT “CREED” 

A wandering Aramean 
was my father…

Gen. 15:5-12, 17-18 
ABRAHAM 

God’s covenant and 
promise

Ex. 3:1-8a, 13-15 
MOSES 
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Josh. 5:9a, 10-12 
JOSHUA

The first passover in 
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deed 
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The Moses story as 

an allegory of Christ

2 Cor. 5:17-21 
The ministry of 
reconciliation

Phil. 3:8-14 
Paul strains ahead 
for what is still to 

come

Lk. 4:1-13 
Temptation

Lk. 9:28b-36 
The Transfiguration

Lk. 13:1-9 
Repentance and the 

parable of the fig tree

Lk. 15:1-3, 11-32 
The parable of the 

prodigal son

Jn. 8:1-11 
The woman caught 

committing adultery
(on her own)



Lent 1C: Luke 4:1-13 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan 
and was led by the Spirit through the wilderness, 
being tempted there by the devil for forty days. 
During that time he ate nothing and at the end he 
was hungry. Then the devil said to him, ‘If you are 
the Son of God, tell this stone to turn into a loaf.’ 
But Jesus replied, ‘Scripture says: Man does not live 
on bread alone.’

Then leading him to a height, the devil showed 
him in a moment of time all the kingdoms of the 
world and said to him, ‘I will give you all this 
power and the glory of these kingdoms, for it has 
been committed to me and I give it to anyone I 
choose. Worship me, then, and it shall all be yours.’ 
But Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says: You must 
worship the Lord your God, and serve him alone.’

Then he led him to Jerusalem and made him stand 
on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of 
God,’ he said to him ‘throw yourself down from 
here, for scripture says: He will put his angels in 
charge of you to guard you, and again: They will hold 
you up on their hands in case you hurt your foot against 
a stone.’

But Jesus answered him, ‘It has been said: You must 
not put the Lord your God to the test.’

Having exhausted all these ways of tempting him, 
the devil left him, to return at the appointed time.



Lent 1C: Deut 26:4-10

Moses said to the people: ‘The priest shall take the pannier from your hand and lay it 
before the altar of the Lord your God. Then, in the sight of the Lord your God, you must 
make this pronouncement:

‘“My father was a wandering Aramaean. He went down into Egypt to find refuge 
there, few in numbers; but there he became a nation, great, mighty, and strong. The 
Egyptians ill-treated us, they gave us no peace and inflicted harsh slavery on us. But 
we called on the Lord, the God of our fathers. The Lord heard our voice and saw our 
misery, our toil and our oppression; and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with mighty 
hand and outstretched arm, with great terror, and with signs and wonders. He brought 
us here and gave us this land, a land where milk and honey flow. Here then I bring the 
first-fruits of the produce of the soil that you, the Lord, have given me.”

 ‘You must then lay them before the Lord your God, and bow down in the sight of the 
Lord your God.’



Lent 1C: Psalm 90 (91) 

Be with me, O Lord, in my distress.

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High

  and abides in the shade of the Almighty

says to the Lord: ‘My refuge,

  my stronghold, my God in whom I trust!’

Upon you no evil shall fall,

  no plague approach where you dwell.

For you has he commanded his angels,

  to keep you in all your ways.

They shall bear you upon their hands

  lest you strike your foot against a stone.

On the lion and the viper you will tread

  and trample the young lion and the dragon.

His love he set on me, so I will rescue him;

  protect him for he knows my name.

When he calls I shall answer: ‘I am with you,’

  I will save him in distress and give him glory.



Lent 1C: Romans 10:8-13 

Scripture says: The word (that is 
the faith we proclaim) is very near 
to you, it is on your lips and in 
your heart. 

If your lips confess that Jesus is 
Lord and if you believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the 
dead, then you will be saved. 

By believing from the heart you 
are made righteous; by confessing 
with your lips you are saved. 

When scripture says: those who 
believe in him will have no cause 
for shame, it makes no distinction 
between Jew and Greek: all belong 
to the same Lord who is rich 
enough, however many ask his 
help, for everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be 
saved.



At first glance…

✤ It looks as if these three readings are very disparate

✤ It is hard to see any links (apart from the Psalm and 
the Gospel)

✤ Can we go a little deeper? 



Lent 1C: Deut 26:4-10

✤ This preserves an ancient formula of faith (a “creed” in our language).

✤ As it stands, the creed is part of an act of worship in Deuteronomy: 
thanksgiving and praise

✤ It tells a story, actually the story of the Exodus

✤ Note: it omits the giving of the Law on Sinai / Horeb (but see also: 
Deut 6:20–24; Josh. 24:2–13; 1 Sam. 12:8; Pss. 78, 105, 136)

✤ Either: an ancient text, with later Sinai traditions; or a 
Deuteronomistic text underlining grace (and not response)



Lent 1C: Deut 26:4-10

✤ Context: Festival of Ingathering (late summer)

✤ When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 
you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you 
harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you 
shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will 
choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in 
office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your 
God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our 
ancestors to give us.”     

Deuteronomy 26:1-3



Lent 1C: Deut 26:4-10

✤ Thus: a confession of grace

✤ Wandering = vulnerable or destitute, without security

✤ The Lord heard our voice and saw our misery

✤ Cf. God saw the Israelites, and God knew…. (Exodus 2:25)

✤ The Lord brought us out of Egypt and gave us this land

✤ The name of (this) God is mercy



Lent 1C: Deut 26:4-10

✤ God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”  (Exodus 3:14)

✤ And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before 
you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The 
LORD’; and I WILL BE GRACIOUS TO WHOM I WILL BE 
GRACIOUS, and WILL SHOW MERCY ON WHOM I WILL 
SHOW MERCY.  (Exodus 33:19)



Lent 1C: Psalm 90 (91) 

Be with me, O Lord, in my distress.

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High

  and abides in the shade of the Almighty

says to the Lord: ‘My refuge,

  my stronghold, my God in whom I trust!’

Upon you no evil shall fall,

  no plague approach where you dwell.

For you has he commanded his angels,

  to keep you in all your ways.

They shall bear you upon their hands

  lest you strike your foot against a stone.

On the lion and the viper you will tread

  and trample the young lion and the dragon.

His love he set on me, so I will rescue him;

  protect him for he knows my name.

When he calls I shall answer: ‘I am with you,’

  I will save him in distress and give him glory.



Lent 1C: Psalm 90 (91)

✤ Psalm 90 responds to the creed a guarantee of God’s 
protection

✤ This protection moves from the 3rd person in three 
strophes to the 1st person in the fourth strophe

✤ It also anticipates the citation of the devil in the Gospel 
(!)



Lent 1C: Romans 10:8-13

✤ Romans: the divisions among Roman Christians

✤ Paul’s project in Romans: to speak of the faithfulness 
of Jesus as the centre of the Christian proclamation 
and to speak of the faith and faithfulness of disciples 
as the key to salvation for all without distinction.

✤ Two passages from Romans may help. 



Lent 1C: Romans 10:8-13

Rom 5:1    Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 
through whom we have also obtained access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of God’s 
glory. 

3 Not only this, but we also rejoice in sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance, character, and 
character, hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint, because the 
love of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us.



Lent 1C: Romans 10:8-13

Rom 3:21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God (which is 
attested by the law and the prophets) has been disclosed– 22 namely, the 
righteousness of God through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God. 

24 But they are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus. 25 God publicly displayed him at his death as the mercy 
seat accessible through faith. This was to demonstrate his righteousness, 
because God in his forbearance had passed over the sins previously 
committed. 26 This was also to demonstrate his righteousness in the 
present time, so that he would be just and the justifier of the one who 
lives because of Jesus’ faithfulness.



Lent 1C: Romans 10:8-13

✤ What is on the lips (our “creed”) expresses what is in the 
heart

✤ In the heart is faithfulness, both that of Jesus and that of 
the believer, by the inpouring of the Spirit 

✤ Echoing: No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth 
and in your heart for you to observe.  (Deuteronomy 30:14)

✤ Key: God is rich enough (lit. enriching)



Lent 1C: Luke 4:1-13

✤ This scene is captures the temptations Jesus 
encountered through the ministry

✤ It is a kind of rabbinic debate, with the two 
protagonists firing citations at each other

✤ Centre: Deuteronomy and the God of Deuteronomy  



Lent 1C: Luke 4:1-13

✤ Jesus prepares himself for his ministry of mercy and 
his proclamation of God’s compassion

✤ He trusts in God as loving, gracious, compassionate 
and merciful

✤ He has words on his lips which carry the intention of 
his heart. 



Thus…

Readings Topic Message

LENT 1 Deut 26:4-10 A wandering Aramean Story of faith

Creed Psalm 91 (90) Be with me, Lord Prayer of trust

Rom 10:8-13 The word is near Confession of faith

Luke 4:1-13 Temptations Test of faith



Thus: 

✤ Creed and words, lips and heart go together

✤ The core creed: “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, and abounding in loyal love and 
faithfulness.” (Exodus 34:6)

✤ The core response: fidelity, faith and faithfulness

✤ Not a bad start for Lent, the springtime of faith

✤ Not at all far from the Jubilee of Mercy



Prayer

Lord our God, you alone do we worship only your 
word gives life. Sustain your Church on its Lenten 

journey. When we walk through the desert of 
temptation, strengthen us to renounce the power of 
evil. When our faith is tested by doubt, illumine our 

hearts with Easter’s bright promise.

We ask this through Christ, our deliverance and hope, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, holy and mighty God forever and ever. 


