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LENT 2018
Lent 1 Genesis 9 Noah Ps 24 1 Peter 3 Mark 1 Temptation

Lent 2 Genesis 22 Abraham Ps 115 Rom 8 Mark 9 Transfiguration

Lent 3 Exodus 29 Moses Ps 19 1 Cor 1 John 2 Temple

Lent 4 2 Chron 36 Exile Ps 137 Eph 2 John 3 God so loved

Lent 5 Jeremiah 31 New 
covenant Ps 51 Heb 5 John 12 Lifted up from 

the earth

Palm 
Sunday Isaiah 50:4-7 Suffering 

Servant Ps 22 Phil 
2:6-11

Mark 
14:1-15:47 Passion



THIS TIME…
✤ Briefly look at the first two readings 

✤ John 12 

✴ Context 

✴ Layout 

✴ Meaning then 

✴ Meaning now



JEREMIAH 31:31-34



JEREMIAH 31:31-34

✤ Jer 1–25: challenging the integrity of 
core theological claims rooted in the 
old pre-exilic categories of the state and 
the Temple.  

✤ Jer 26–52, planting seeds of hope for 
those living under the shadow of exile 
and dislocation.



JEREMIAH 31:31-34
✤ The Programmatic Introduction: Hints of Hope (26:1–24) 

✴ Unit One: Conflicting Theologies of Hope (27:1–29:32) 

✴ Unit Two: The Book of Hope (30:1–33:26) 

✴ Unit Three: Moral Instruction for the New Community 
(34:1–35:19) 

✴ Unit Four: Traces of Hope amid the Wreckage (36:1–45:5) 

✴ Unit Five: God’s Reign on Earth Signalling Hope for 
Judean Refugees in Babylon (46:1–51:64) 

✤ Final Words: Jehoiachin’s Restoration as Embryonic Hope 
(52:1–34)



JEREMIAH 31:31-34
Jer 31:31   “Indeed, a time is 
coming,” says the LORD, “when I 
will make a new covenant with 
the people of Israel and Judah. 
32 It will not be like the old 
covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I delivered 
them from Egypt. For they 
violated that covenant, even 
though I was like a faithful 
husband to them,” says the 
LORD. 33 “But I will make a new 
covenant with the whole nation 
of Israel after I plant them back 
in the land,” says the LORD. “I 
will put my law within them and 

write it on their hearts and 
minds. I will be their God and 
they will be my people. 

Jer 31:34   “People will no 
longer need to teach their 
neighbours and relatives to 
know me. For all of them, from 
the least important to the most 
important, will know me,” says 
the LORD. “For I will forgive their 
sin and will no longer call to 
mind the wrong they have 
done.” 



PSALM 51 (50)
Psalm 50 

1-3 Opening Theophany 

4-15 Case against the faithful 

16a Interlude 

16b-22 Case against the 
rebels 

23 Conclusion 

Psalm 51  

1-2 Prelude 

3-9 Sin and forgiveness 

10-17 Grace and spirit 

18-20 Appendix 

(Musical setting: Allegri)



PSALM 51 (50)
Ps 51:1    Have mercy on me, O God,  
   because of your loyal love! 
   Because of your great compassion,  
   wipe away my rebellious acts! 
2    Wash away my wrongdoing! 
   Cleanse me of my sin! 

10   Create for me a pure heart, O God! 
   Renew a resolute spirit within me! 
11   Do not reject me! 
   Do not take your holy spirit away from me! 

12   Let me again experience the joy of your deliverance! 
   Sustain me by giving me the desire to obey! 
13   Then I will teach rebels your merciful ways, 
   and sinners will turn to you. 



HEBREW 5:7-9(10)
Heb 5:7 During his earthly life Christ offered 
both requests and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save him 
from death and he was heard because of his 
devotion. 8 Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through the things he suffered. 9 
And by being perfected in this way, he became 
the source of eternal salvation to all who obey 
him, 10 and he was designated by God as high 
priest in the order of Melchizedek.



HEBREWS 5:7-9 (10)
✤ Manuscripts? 
✤ P46 earliest extant 

copy from about 200 
AD. 

✤ Kind of writing? 
✤ Letter?  
✤ Sermon really 
✤ Very close to 1 Peter 

and 1 Clement 

✤ Time of writing?  
✤ After the destruction 

of the Temple; most 
likely after 70 AD. 

✤ Used by 1 Clement, 
so before 95/96 AD. 

✤ Information 
regarding the Temple 
liturgy is taken not 
from experience but 
from the Pentateuch



HEBREW 5:7-9 (10)
✤ Jesus as a human being 

✤ Gethsemane independent tradition 

✤ “Ek” = out of / from 

✤ He was heard - intensive eisakouō 
(responsive, almost obedience listening) 

✤ Eulabeia: either fear (of death?) or reverence 

✤ Heard — finally and paradoxically in the 
resurrection



HEBREW 5:7-9 (10)
✤ Perfected through suffering 
✤ Mathein / pathein  
✤ Source: lit.  aitios = cause or originator.  
✤ Salvation 
✤ V. 9 = For it was fitting that he, for whom and 

through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the 
leader to their salvation perfect through 
suffering. (Heb 2:10) 

✤ NB Salvation is for those who obey him



HEBREW 5:7-9(10)
Heb 5:7 During his earthly life Christ offered 
both requests and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save him 
from death and he was heard because of his 
devotion. 8 Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through the things he suffered. 9 
And by being perfected in this way, he became 
the source of eternal salvation to all who obey 
him, 10 and he was designated by God as high 
priest in the order of Melchizedek.



JOHN 12:20-33
John 12:20   Now some Greeks were 
among those who had gone up to worship 
at the feast. 21 So these approached Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
requested, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” 
22 Philip went and told Andrew, and they 
both went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus replied, 
“The time has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. 24 I tell you the solemn truth, 
unless a kernel of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies, it remains by itself alone. 
But if it dies, it produces much grain. 25 
The one who loves his life destroys it, and 
the one who hates his life in this world 
guards it for eternal life. 26 If anyone wants 
to serve me, he must follow me, and where I 
am, my servant will be too. If anyone serves 
me, the Father will honour him.  

John 12:27   “Now my soul is greatly 
distressed. And what should I say? ‘Father, 
deliver me from this hour’? No, but for this 
very reason I have come to this hour. 28 
Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I 
will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that 
stood there and heard the voice said that it 
had thundered. Others said that an angel 
had spoken to him. 30 Jesus said, “This 
voice has not come for my benefit but for 
yours. 31 Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be 
driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.” 33 (Now he said this to indicate 
clearly what kind of death he was going to 
die.)  



WIDER CONTEXT
✤ 12:12-19 Jesus is “received” in Jerusalem 

✤ 12:20-33 Jesus “delivers” the world 

✤ 12:34-43 Jesus is rejected 

✤ 12:44-50 Jesus concludes his argument 

✤ Things to watch out for:  

✤ Jesus, crowds, disciples, Pharisees, Greeks



COMMENTARY
John 12:12   The next day 
the large crowd that had 
come to the feast heard that 
Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. 13 So they took 
branches of palm trees and 
went out to meet him. They 
began to shout, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the 
Lord! Blessed is the king of 
Israel!” 14 Jesus found a 
young donkey and sat on it, 
just as it is written, 15 “Do 
not be afraid, people of 

Zion; look, your king is 
coming, seated on a 
donkey’s colt!” 16 (His 
disciples did not understand 
these things when they first 
happened, but when Jesus 
was glorified, then they 
remembered that these 
things were written about him 
and that these things had 
happened to him.) 

Cf. John 2:13-22 (many links)



COMMENTARY

John 12:17   So the crowd who had been with 
him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and 
raised him from the dead were continuing to 
testify about it. 18 Because they had heard that 
Jesus had performed this miraculous sign, the 
crowd went out to meet him. 19 Thus the 
Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you 
can do nothing. Look, the world has run off after 
him!” 



COMMENTARY
John 12:20   Now some 
Greeks were among those 
who had gone up to worship 
at the feast. 21 So these 
approached Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, 
and requested, “Sir, we 
would like to see Jesus.” 22 
Philip went and told Andrew, 
and they both went and told 
Jesus.  

23 Jesus replied, (1) “The 
time has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified.            

24 (2) I tell you the solemn 
truth, unless a kernel of 
wheat falls into the ground 
and dies, it remains by itself 
alone. But if it dies, it 
produces much grain. 25 (3) 
The one who loves his life 
destroys it, and the one who 
hates his life in this world 
guards it for eternal life. 26 
(4) If anyone wants to serve 
me, he must follow me, and 
where I am, my servant will 
be too. If anyone serves me, 
the Father will honour him. 



COMMENTARY
John 12:27   “Now my soul 
is greatly distressed. And 
what should I say? ‘Father, 
deliver me from this hour’? 
No, but for this very reason 
I have come to this hour. 
28 Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have 
glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.” 29 The 
crowd that stood there and 
heard the voice said that it 
had thundered. Others 

said that an angel had 
spoken to him. 30 Jesus 
said, “This voice has not 
come for my benefit but for 
yours. 31 Now is the 
judgment of this world; 
now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. 32 And 
I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33 (Now 
he said this to indicate 
clearly what kind of death 
he was going to die.)



COMMENTARY
John 12:34   Then the crowd responded, 
“We have heard from the law that the Christ 
will remain forever. How can you say, ‘The 
Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this 
Son of Man?” 35 Jesus replied, “The light is 
with you for a little while longer. Walk while 
you have the light, so that the darkness may 
not overtake you. The one who walks in the 
darkness does not know where he is going. 
36 While you have the light, believe in the 
light, so that you may become sons of 
light.” When Jesus had said these things, he 
went away and hid himself from them.  

John 12:37   Although Jesus had 
performed so many miraculous signs 
before them, they still refused to believe in 
him, 38 so that the word of Isaiah the 
prophet would be fulfilled. He said, “Lord, 
who has believed our message, and to 
whom has the arm of the Lord been 

revealed?” 39 For this reason they could 
not believe, because again Isaiah said,  
40  “He has blinded their eyes  
 and hardened their heart,  
 so that they would not see with their 
eyes  
 and understand with their heart,  
 and turn to me, and I would heal 
them.”  
41 Isaiah said these things because he saw 
Christ’s glory, and spoke about him.  

John 12:42   Nevertheless, even among 
the rulers many believed in him, but 
because of the Pharisees they would not 
confess Jesus to be the Christ, so that they 
would not be put out of the synagogue. 43 
For they loved praise from men more than 
praise from God. 



SALVATION IN JOHN

✤ Healing — lifting up etc.  

✤ Love — throughout but especially 3:16. 

✤ Service — washing of the feet / suffering servant 
allusions. 

✤ New creation — beginning and end of the Gospel 

✤ Liberation — mediated through the Passover 
symbolism. In ch. 3, the feast of Passover continues 
from ch. 2. 



AND SO…

✤ Jeremiah: new covenant, love, 
faithfulness forgiveness 

✤ Psalm 51: new spirit 
✤ Hebrews: obedience, suffered, 

salvation 
✤ John:Lifting up, service, self-giving 

love, drawing all people to himself 



A PRAYER

In our hearts, O God, you have written a covenant of 
grace, sealed by the obedience of Jesus your Son. Raise 
us up with Christ, the grain fallen to earth that yields a 
harvest of everlasting life. Bring us to glorify your name 
by following faithfully where he has led. For you we wait; 
for you we listen.  
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ,  our 
deliverance and hope,  who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.



CONVERSATION
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