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READING LUKE IN THE HOLY LAND 

God has visited his people (Luke 7:16) 
Kieran J. O’Mahony, OSA 
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1. Introduction 

Programme 
1. Introduction 
2. Preaching in Nazareth 
3. Sermon on the Plain 
4. Prayer 
5. Transfiguration 
6. Cross 
7. Emmaus 

Sequence 
• Marcion 
• Luke-Acts 
• Luke’s purpose 
• How to read Luke 
• Luke’s Jesus 
• Prayer 
• Conversation 

Marcion 
• Born in Sinope in Asia Minor 
• Marcion was expelled from the Roman Christian community sometime near AD 140. 
• Marcion founded a rival church based on his theological principles.  
• Marcion’s teaching proved very popular 

• He produced his own “New Testament.” 
• By so doing, he triggered the fixing of the canon. 
• The Evangelikon (Luke with parts removed that did not agree with his views). 
• The Apostolikon, a selection of ten epistles of Paul the Apostle (also altered to fit his views). 

• The Creator God of Judaism is not the same being as the Father of Jesus.  
• The OT represents true revelation only for the Creator, and thus Marcion rejected the value of 

the Old Testament for Christianity.  
• Further, he asserted a docetic christology, denying Jesus’ corporeality. 

More details 
• In contrast to other leaders of the emerging Christian Church, Marcion declared that Christianity 

was in complete discontinuity with Judaism and entirely opposed to the Hebrew Bible.  
• Marcion did not claim that the Jewish scriptures were false. Instead, he asserted that they were 

to be read in an absolutely literal manner, thereby developing an understanding that Yahweh 
was not the same god spoken of by Jesus.  

• For example, Marcion argued that the Genesis account of Yahweh walking through the Garden 
of Eden asking where Adam was, had proved Yahweh inhabited a physical body and was 
without universal knowledge, attributes wholly incompatible with the Heavenly Father professed 
by Jesus. 

• According to Marcion, the God of the Old Testament, whom he called the Demiurge, the creator 
of the material universe, is a jealous tribal deity of the Jews, whose law represents legalistic 
reciprocal justice and who punishes mankind for its sins through suffering and death.  

• In contrast, the God that Jesus professed is an altogether different being, a universal God of 
compassion and love who looks upon humanity with benevolence and mercy.  

http://www.tarsus.ie
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• Marcion also produced his Antitheses, contrasting the Demiurge of the Old Testament with the 

Heavenly Father of the New Testament. 

Luke-Acts 
• Definitely post 70 because he uses Mark; the destruction of Jerusalem is already a past event. 
• Many scholars: 85-90 AD. 
• Probably a good deal later, because: 

• The author uses Josephus, so later than ad 93. 
• The author has access to the Pauline corpus. 
• Cf. Reaction to Jewish revolts in the Diaspora (115-117). 
• Cf. Context of the Pastorals (“wolves”, heresy, rejection of the OT, uneasy with the empire, yet no 

direct persecution). 
• The author of Luke-Acts, was not an eyewitness and not a companion of Paul. 

• So who was the author? 
• Well-educated. 
• Well-travelled. 
• Good Greek. 

• At home in the upper middle class of the Hellenistic world. 
• Admirer of Paul but does not share Paul’s view of himself, has a very different theology and does 

not represent Paul’s theology with accuracy. 
• Highly gifted narrator. 
• For convenience “Luke”, but really unknown.  

• Papyrus 75 (Egypt). 
• Earliest known copy of Luke. 
• Names Luke as the author. 
• John follows Luke.  

• Contains about half the Gospel. 
• 175-225 (disputed). 
• Very similar to the Codex Vaticanus. 

• In the Vatican Library since 2007.  

Luke’s purpose 
Now many have undertaken to compile an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 
like the accounts passed on to us by those who were eyewitnesses and servants of the word from 
the beginning. So it seemed good to me as well, because I have followed all things carefully from 
the beginning, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may 
know for certain the things you were taught. (Luke 1:1–4) 

70 years 45 years

Jesus 
6 BC — AD 30

Paul 
6 BC — AD 64

Mark 
70

Matthew 
85-90

John 
95—100

Luke-Acts 
110—115

Galilee, Judea Syria, Asia Minor, 
Greece, Italy

Syria? 
Rome?

Syria Syria,  
Asia Minor

Rome?

Augustus Tiberius Caligula 
Claudius

Nero Vespasian Titus Domitian Nerva, Trajan Trajan

31-14 14-37 37-41 
41-54

54-68 69-79 79-81 81-96 96-98, 
98-117

98-117
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I wrote the former account, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the day he 
was taken up to heaven, after he had given orders by the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 
To the same apostles also, after his suffering, he presented himself alive with many convincing 
proofs. He was seen by them over a forty-day period and spoke about matters concerning the 
kingdom of God. While he was with them, he declared, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait there for 
what my Father promised, which you heard about from me. For John baptised with water, but you 
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  (Acts 1:1–5) 

Now while Zechariah was serving as priest 
before God when his division was on duty, he 
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of 
the priesthood, to enter the holy place of the 
Lord and burn incense.  (Luke 1:8–9) 

So they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually 
in the temple courts blessing God. (Luke 
24:52–53) 

So he said to them, “You foolish people–how 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ 
to suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 
Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
written about himself in all the scriptures.  
(Luke 24:25–27) 

Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
beyond a doubt that God has made this Jesus 
whom you crucified both Lord and 
Christ.” (Acts 2:36) 

They set a day to meet with him, and they came to him where he was staying in even greater 
numbers. From morning until evening he explained things to them, testifying about the kingdom 
of God and trying to convince them about Jesus from both the law of Moses and the prophets. 
Some were convinced by what he said, but others refused to believe.  (Acts 28:23–24) 

How to read Luke 
• In dialogue with the Hebrew Scriptures. 
• Awareness of the other Synoptic traditions. 
• Luke’s own theological narrative. 
• Gospel and Acts to be read in tandem. 
• For example, the Infancy Narrative (Luke 1-2)  

Luke’s Jesus 
• Paul, as the earliest Christian writer 
• The Synoptic Gospels 
• John 
• Hebrews 
• Revelation 
• Quite different pictures, reflecting the historical Jesus, the risen Lord, and the spiritual 

experiences of communities and leaders 

• Jesus is the fulfilment of the Jewish prophecy (Luke 1-2, 4, 24)  
• Jesus is a spirit-filled prophet (Luke 3-4)  
• Jesus is the Son of God, for all people (Luke 4) 
• Jesus is the Christ, who will suffer (Luke 9)  
• Jesus is the Son of Man, who will return (Luke 21)  
• Jesus is risen from the dead (Luke 24) 
•
• Jesus, the promised Messiah of Israel, comes with a gracious offer of salvation from God 
• He is called God’s Son because he has been born through the power of the Most High God. 
• He is the saviour of his people 
• The Messiah of Israel is a prophetic figure who calls Israel to repentance 

New Testament Christology 
Frank Matera 



�4
Prayer 
Lord, inspire me to read your Scriptures  
and to meditate upon them day and night.  
I beg you to give me real understanding of what I read,  
that I in turn may put its precepts into practice.  

Yet, I know that understanding  
and good intentions are worthless,  
unless rooted in your graceful love.  
So I ask that the words of Scripture  
may also be not just signs on a page,  
but channels of grace into my heart. Amen.  

(Origen, 184-253 AD) 

Conversation 
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2. Preaching in Nazareth 

Programme 
1. Introduction 
2. Preaching in Nazareth 
3. Sermon on the Plain 
4. Prayer 
5. Transfiguration 
6. Cross 
7. Emmaus 

Sequence 
• Making comparisons 
• The sources for Luke 4:16-30 
• Detailed commentary 
• Clues 
• Luke 4:16-30 as “overture” 
• Jesus a spirit-filled prophet 
• And it goes on… 

Making comparisons 

Mark 6:1   Now Jesus left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2 
When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue. Many who heard him were 
astonished, saying, “Where did he get these ideas? And what is this wisdom that has been given to 
him? What are these miracles that are done through his hands? 3 Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of 
Mary and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And aren’t his sisters here with us?” And so 
they took offence at him. 4 Then Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honour except in his 
hometown, and among his relatives, and in his own house.” 5 He was not able to do a miracle 
there, except to lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6 And he was amazed because 
of their unbelief. Then he went around among the villages and taught.  

Matt 13:53   Now when Jesus finished these parables, he moved on from there. 54 Then he came 
to his hometown and began to teach the people in their synagogue. They were astonished and 
said, “Where did this man get such wisdom and miraculous powers? 55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s 
son? Isn’t his mother named Mary? And aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas? 56 
And aren’t all his sisters here with us? Where did he get all this?” 57 And so they took offence at 
him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honour except in his hometown and in his 
own house.” 58 And he did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.  

Luke 4:16   Now Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 
  
18  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
 because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives  
 and the regaining of sight to the blind, 
 to set free those who are oppressed,  
19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”  

Luke 4:20   Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to tell them, “Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled even as you heard it being read.” 22 All were speaking well of him, and were 
amazed at the gracious words coming out of his mouth. They said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 23 
Jesus said to them, “No doubt you will quote to me the proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ and say, 
‘What we have heard that you did in Capernaum, do here in your hometown too.’” 24 And he 
added, “I tell you the truth, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth I tell you, 
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there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s days, when the sky was shut up three and a half years, 
and there was a great famine over all the land. 26 Yet Elijah was sent to none of them, but only to a 
woman who was a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the 
time of the prophet Elisha, yet none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When 
they heard this, all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29 They got up, forced him 
out of the town, and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they 
could throw him down the cliff. 30 But he passed through the crowd and went on his way. 

Luke 4:31   So he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath he began to 
teach the people.  

Notice 
• Same scene 
• Same message about the prophet 
• Negative reaction 
• Brought forward by Luke  
• Amplified: Isaiah 
• Amplified: Elijah and Elisha 
• Amplified: mysterious hill in Nazareth 

• Jesus’ messianic vocation is developed with the aid of several significant associations:  
✴ empowerment by the Spirit of God; fulfilment of Scripture; the prophetic role; a mission 

of deliverance for the marginalised, the needy, and outsiders; and resulting rejection by 

well–placed insiders.  
• This “year of the Lord’s favour”—this “today of fulfilment”—will be complicated! Jesus’ ministry 

will benefit the poor and the outsider, and it will provoke the powerful and the insider. 

Sources 
• Mark 6 
• Isaiah 61:1–2a and 58:6 
• Leviticus 25:10 
• 1 Kings 17:9-24 
• 2 Kings 5:1-14 

Hebrew Bible (OT) 
Isa 61:1    The spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon me, 
 because the Lord has chosen me. 
 He has commissioned me to encourage the poor, 
 to help the brokenhearted, 
 to decree the release of captives, 
 and the freeing of prisoners,  

4:18-19  The Spirit of the Lord... 7:1-10 Healing of a sick slave  
(belonging to a Gentile soldier)

4:22 All spoke well of him... 7:11-17 Raising of a Widow’s Son

4:25-26 Raising of a Widow’s Son 7:18-20 Are you the one?

4:27 Cleansing of a Leper                  
(Gentile soldier)

7:21-23 Details of Jesus’ ministry

4:28-30 Offence is taken 7:23 Happy the one who takes no offence at 
me.
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2  to announce the year when the Lord will show his favour, 
 the day when our God will seek vengeance, 
 to console all who mourn.  

Greek Bible (OT) 
Isa 61:1   The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the poor, 
  to heal the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind,  
2  to summon the acceptable year of the Lord 
  and the day of retribution, 
  to comfort all who mourn. 

Hebrew and Greek Old Testaments 

Isa 58:6 MT  No, this is the kind of fast I want. 
 I want you to remove the sinful chains, 
 to tear away the ropes of the burdensome yoke, 
 to set free the oppressed, 
 and to break every burdensome yoke.  

Isa 58:6 LXX     
I have not chosen such a fast, says the Lord; 
  rather loose every bond of injustice; 
 undo the knots of contracts made by force; 
  let the oppressed go free, 
  and tear up every unjust note.  

Lev 25:10 MT So you must consecrate the fiftieth year, and you must proclaim a release in the land 
for all its inhabitants. That year will be your jubilee; each one of you must return to his property and 
each one of you must return to his clan. 

Lev 25:10 LXX And you shall hallow the year, the fiftieth year, and you shall proclaim release on 
the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a year of release; a signal this shall be for you, and each 
one shall depart to his possession, and each shall depart to his clan.  

Commentary 
Luke 4:16   Now Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom.  

• Nazareth: Jesus is known as Jesus of Nazareth (4:34; 18:37; 24:19) 
• Brought up: cf. 2:39–40, 51–52 
• Synagogue 
• Sabbath 
• Custom: Jesus is a devout, Torah-observant Jew 

Luke 4:16b He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He 
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 

• Bar-Mitzvah 
• Scroll 
• Isaiah 
• Notice the slowing down of the telling 
• Notice the passive (was given) and the active (he found) 
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Luke 4:18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and the regaining of sight to the 
blind, to set free those who are oppressed,  19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 

• Spirit 
• Anointed 
• Good news 
• Release etc. 

• Jubilee year 
• The ministry of Jesus accents gracious 

divine benefaction and liberation, not 
divine vengeance 

Luke 4:20   Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fixed on him. 

• Reverse action 
• Slow telling = suspense 
• Expectations 

A Jesus stood up to read (4:16b) 
B the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him (4:17a) 

C after unrolling the scroll (4:17b) 
D he found the place where it had been written (4:17c)  
(and he read the Scripture) (4:18–19) 

C´ After rolling up the scroll (4:20a) 
B´ he gave it back to the attendant (4:20b) 

A´ and sat down (4:20c) 

Luke 4:21 Then he began to tell them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled even as you heard it 
being read.”  

• Today: Luke 2:11; 4:21; 5:26; 12:28; 13:32-33; 19:5, 9; 22:34, 61; 23:43. 
• Fulfilled: Luke 1:1, 20, 45; 4:21; 21:22, 24; 22:16, 37; 24:44). 
• Hearing = literally “in your ears. 

Luke 4:22 All were speaking well of him, and were amazed at the gracious words coming out of 
his mouth. They said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 

• Positive reaction 
• Gracious words = the words of grace 
• Biblical language 
• The question is not evidently hostile.  

• A subtle hint of conflict: they understand 
Jesus’ sonship in relation to Joseph, not 
God  

A Jesus’s speech     (4:16b–21) 
  B crowd’s reaction   (4:22) 

A´ Jesus’s speech     (4:23–27) 
  B´ crowd’s reaction   (4:28–29)  

Luke 4:23 Jesus said to them, “No doubt you will quote to me the proverb, ‘Physician, heal 
yourself!’ and say, ‘What we have heard that you did in Capernaum, do here in your hometown 
too.’”  

• Unprovoked. 
• Proverb = prove it to us.  
• Jesus has not been to Capernaum yet in this Gospel. 
• Physicians who would heal others ought to tend to their own health (Euripides, Frag. 1086) 
• Also: look after your own, first of all!! 
• Jesus has not been to Capernaum yet in this Gospel. 
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Luke 4:24 And he added, “I tell you the truth, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.  

• Unprovoked. 
• Other versions of this saying, see Mark 6:4; 

Matt. 13:57; John 4:44 

• Prophet 
• Acceptable 

Luke 4:25 But in truth I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s days, when the sky was 
shut up three and a half years, and there was a great famine over all the land. 26 Yet Elijah was sent 
to none of them, but only to a woman who was a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.  
• 1 Kings 17:9-24 
• Elijah goes to the non-Israelite. 

Luke 4:27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, yet none of them 
was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 

• 2 Kings 5:1-14 
• Elisha heals the non-Israelite. 
• It is not without relevance that in Luke (only) Jesus heals the ten lepers and only one—a 

Samaritan—comes back to give thanks.  

Luke 4:28 When they heard this, all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29 They 
got up, forced him out of the town, and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was 
built, so that they could throw him down the cliff.  

• Rage? 
• Hill? Cliff? 
• Nevertheless I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the next day, because it is 

impossible that a prophet should be killed outside Jerusalem.’ (Luke 13:33) 

Luke 4:30 But he passed through the crowd and went on his way.  

• Mysterious 
• Went on his way: poreuomai 
• Further echoes are (i) the story of the elusive Elijah in 1 Kings 18:7-12, who is mysteriously taken 

up by the Spirit of God and (ii) the stories of the escapes from prison in Acts 12:6-11 (Peter) and 
Acts16:25-28 (Paul). 

Clues 
• The historical Jesus had very little contact with non-Jews. 
• The inclusion of non-Jews anticipates the expansion of the Way in the Acts of the Apostles. 
• Clue: “He saved others. Let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, his chosen one!”  (Luke 

23:35) 

Luke 4:14-20 as overture 
• Jesus the prophet fulfilled the prophets. 
• Originally acceptable to his own people. 
• Later, he will be taken outside a town on a 

hill (Jerusalem) 

• He will be taunted, just as here. 
• He will “escape” into resurrection 
• The Gentile expansion will happen in the 

Acts  

• The Nazareth pericope sets before the reader the entire program of Jesus’ ministry:  
✴ his bold teaching, inspired by his reading of Scripture; his acts of compassionate 

care for the poor, sick, and marginalised; and the rejection that he, like countless 
prophets before him, will experience.  

• If there will be suspense in the narrative that unfolds from this starting point, it will not be from 
lack of clarity about the purpose and outcome of Jesus’ ministry, but from uncertainty about 
how it will all happen.  
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• And, will Jesus prove to be faithful, to the end, to the vocation he has embraced and here 

publicly announces? 
Luke 7:1   After Jesus had finished teaching all this to the people, he entered Capernaum. 2 A 
centurion there had a slave who was highly regarded, but who was sick and at the point of death. 3 
When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come 
and heal his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus, they urged him earnestly, “He is worthy to have you 
do this for him, 5 because he loves our nation, and even built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went 
with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do 
not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not 
presume to come to you. Instead, say the word, and my servant must be healed. 8 For I too am a 
man set under authority, with soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, 
‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 9 When Jesus heard this, he was 
amazed at him. He turned and said to the crowd that followed him, “I tell you, not even in Israel 
have I found such faith!” 10 So when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found 
the slave well.  

Luke 7:11   Soon afterward Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd 
went with him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a man who had died was being carried out, 
the only son of his mother (who was a widow), and a large crowd from the town was with her.  

13 When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he 
came up and touched the bier, and those who carried it stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to 
you, get up!” 15 So the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him back to his 
mother. 16 Fear seized them all, and they began to glorify God, saying, “A great prophet has 
appeared among us!” and “God has come to help his people!” 17 This report about Jesus 
circulated throughout Judea and all the surrounding country.  
Luke 7:18   John’s disciples informed him about all these things. So John called two of his 
disciples 19 and sent them to Jesus to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for 
another?” 20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, 
‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?’” 21 At that very time Jesus cured 
many people of diseases, sicknesses, and evil spirits, and granted sight to many who were blind. 
22 So he answered them, “Go tell John what you have seen and heard: The blind see, the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news proclaimed 
to them. 23 Blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.”  

Jesus as Spirit-filled prophet 
• In the synagogue at Nazareth 
• Themes: Jesus as spirit-filled prophet, as healer, as bearer of Good News 
• Ministry: Good news, rejection, death and resurrection 
• Mission: Fulfilled in the Acts 

And so it goes on… 
• Luke tells the story of Paul’s final arrest and attempted defence speech in Jerusalem (Acts 

21:27–22:29) in a way that recapitulates the pattern evident in Luke 4.  

4:18-19  The Spirit of the Lord... 7:1-10 Healing of a sick slave  
(belonging to a Gentile soldier)

4:22 All spoke well of him... 7:11-17 Raising of a Widow’s Son

4:25-26 Raising of a Widow’s Son 7:18-20 Are you the one?

4:27 Cleansing of a Leper   
(Gentile soldier)

7:21-23 Details of Jesus’ ministry

4:28-30 Offence is taken 7:23 Happy the one who takes no offence at me.
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• In Paul’s case, too, discourse that culminates in mention of a divine sending to Gentiles (22:21) 

elicits murderous rage.  
• In Luke’s two-volume project, the identity and composition of Israel, and specifically the 

incorporation of Gentiles within God’s people Israel, are matters of deep and contested 
significance. 

Prayer 
Lord, God, whose compassion embraces all peoples,  
whose law is wisdom, freedom, and joy for the poor,  
fulfil in our midst your promise of favour,  
that we may receive the gospel of salvation with faith and,  
anointed by the Spirit, freely proclaim it.  
We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Conversation 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3. Sermon on the Plain 

Programme 
1. Introduction 
2. Preaching in Nazareth 
3. Sermon on the Plain 
4. Prayer 
5. Transfiguration 
6. Cross 
7. Emmaus  

Sequence 
• Sermon on the Mount? On the Plain? 
• Beatitudes 
• Kind of writing 
• Old Testament background 
• Beatitudes in Luke 
• Commentary 
• Message 
• Prayer 
• Conversation 

Mount or plain? 
• Matthew 5-7: Sermon on the Mount 
• Luke 6:17-49: Sermon on the Plain 
• The Beatitudes are in both, though in different ways 

• Luke has shaped the Sermon on the Plain (6:17-49) into three sections, actually followed by the 
lectionary:  

• Luke 6:20-26 (6C19), vv. 27-38 (7C19) and vv 39-49 (8C19); the excerpt in the lectionary is vv. 
39-45).  

• Each section is indicated by Luke (vv. 20a, 27a and 39a).  
• Finally, in this Gospel, the beatitudes can be read Christologically: Jesus himself is poor (8:1-3, 

9:58), he hungers (4:2; 24:41[!]), he weeps (19:41), he is despised and rejected (22:54, 63–64; 
23:35–38, 39). 

Mark: Sower  Q: Lord’s Prayer 
M: Magi         L. Prodigal 
 
    

Beatitudes 
• The Beatitudes are probably more familiar in the Matthew version, where he offers a rather 

longer list.  
• Both Matthew and Luke drew on a Sayings Source (Q) of some 252 verses.  
• They use the material differently—Matthew gathers some of the material into the Sermon on the 

Mount, using his eight or nine beatitudes as an introduction.  
• Luke, however, leaves the material dispersed throughout the ministry and offers the beatitudes 

during the Sermon on the Plain (6:17).  
• Nevertheless, the beatitudes function also here as an introduction to the Great Sermon, 6:17-49. 

The reader will notice that Luke has corresponding woes as well as beatitudes. 

Kind of writing 
• In form, we have here beatitudes and woes, reflecting a Wisdom outlook.  
• In content, we have the reversal of present conditions, reflecting an Apocalyptic outlook.  
• It is probable that Luke has preserved the more original content of the beatitudes and Matthew 

the more original third-person format. 
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Possible Q form 
Blessed are the poor, 
for of them is the kingdom of God. 
Blessed are the hungry,  
for they shall be satisfied.  
Blessed are the mourners,  
for they shall be consoled.  

Woe to the rich,  
for they have received consolation.  
Woe to the satisfied,  
for they will be hungry 
Woe to the consoled,  
for they will mourn. 

Old Testament Background 
• Beatitudes in general belong to the Wisdom strands of the Old Testament, reflecting popular 

experience of what “works” to make a person happy (Ps 1:1, 41:1; Prov 14:21; Sir 31:8).  
• As such, OT beatitudes offer praise of a secular happiness, referring to earthly goods (e.g. 4 

Macc 18:9). These seldom point beyond the present situation and only rarely does one find a 
reference to a future, messianic event (so perhaps in the messianic interpretation of Is 31:9).  

• Often, these passages have a moralising function (e.g. Prov 3:13; Sir 14:1; 25:8; 26:1) and they 
can be quite platitudinous. 

• Of the more than forty beatitudes in the OT, twenty-five appear in Psalms and ten in wisdom 
literature (Job 5:17; Prov 3:13; 8:32, 34; 14:21; 16:20b; 20:7; 28:14; 29:18b; Eccl 10:17).  

• The rest appear in “historical” and prophetic writings (Deut 33:29; 1 Kgs 10:8; Isa 30:18; 32:20; 
56:2; Dan 12:12). 

• In the world of Jewish apocalyptic, however, beatitudes express a hope for end-time reversal 
and eternal bliss (Dan 12:12; Tob 13:14).  

• 4Q196 f18:3  [(Tobit 13:14) Blessed are] all who love you, and blesse[d are all who rejoice in 
yo]ur [welfare.] 4  [Blessed are all people who grieve with you beca]use of [al]l your afflictions; 
fo[r they will rejoice with you and see all your glory forever.  

• 4Q163 f23ii:9  to have mercy on you, for the Lord is a God of justice. How happy are all who 
wait for him” (Isaiah 30:15–18). 

• For example: Blessed be they that shall be in those days, in that they shall see the good fortune 
of Israel which God shall bring to pass in the gathering together of the tribes (Psalms of 
Solomon 17.50)  

• Blessed are you righteous and elect ones; for glorious will be your lot (1 Enoch 58:2). 

• Ps_Sol. 4:23 Blessed are they that fear the Lord in their flawlessness. The Lord will deliver them 
from guileful men and sinners, and deliver us from every stumbling-block of the lawless (men). 

• Ps_Sol. 6:1 Happy is the man whose heart is fixed to call upon the name of the Lord. When he 
remembers the name of the Lord, he will be saved. 

• Ps_Sol. 17:44 Blessed be they that will be in those days, in that they will see the good fortune 
of Israel, in the gathering together of the tribes, which God will do. 

• Ps_Sol. 18:6 Blessed will they be that will be in those days, in that they will see the goodness of 
the Lord that he will perform for the generation that is to come. 

• 2Enoch 66:7 How happy are the righteous who shall escape the LORD’s great judgment; for 
they will be made to shine seven times brighter than the sun. 

• Thirty of the forty-four NT beatitudes appear in three gospels with fifteen in Luke, thirteen in 
Matthew, two in John, and none in Mark.  

• Revelation employs seven beatitudes.  
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• The remaining seven appear in Romans, James, and 1 Peter. 
• And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord.”  (Luke 1:45) 
• But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it!”  (Luke 1:45; 

11:28) 
• Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will 

fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them.  (Luke 12:37) 
• One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in 

the kingdom of God!”  (Luke 14:15) 
• For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that 

never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’  (Luke 23:29) 

Commentary 
Luke 6:17   Then he came down with them and stood on a level place. And a large number of his 
disciples had gathered along with a vast multitude from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from 
the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon. They came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases,   

• In the immediately preceding scene, Jesus calls the Twelve, having just spent a night praying on 
a mountain.  

• Like Moses, Jesus comes down the mountain to address the people, represented in three 
groups, the apostles, the disciples and the multitude.  

• In the contemporary idiom, Jesus meets people where “they are at.”  

Luke 6:18 and those who suffered from unclean spirits were cured. 19 The whole crowd was trying 
to touch him, because power was coming out from him and healing them all. 

• Jesus is shown as a prophet in word and deed. Healings and exorcisms are signs of the 
Kingdom.  

• Touch: Then Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him, and said, “I do choose. Be made clean.” 
(5:13)  

• Power: One day, while he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting near by 
(they had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem); and the power of 
the Lord was with him to heal. (5:17) 

Luke 6:20   Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God belongs to you. 

• In the setting of Luke-Acts, this means the materially impoverished, the is the victims of social 
and economic oppression, even though a spiritual frame cannot be excluded.  

• E.g. e.g., 14:13, 21; 16:20, 22; 21:2, 3.  
• The promise of the kingdom is both a present and a future reality: 11:20; 16:16; 17:21. 

Luke 6:21  “Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied 

• The next two beatitudes spell out the experience of poverty.  
• First of all, hunger, lack of food. And then, loss of significant people in your life leading to lack 

of support, isolation.  
• Hunger: in this beatitude, Luke has bodily hunger in view: 11:20; 16:16; 17:21.  
• The use of the passive voice indicates God as the one who will fill them. Cf. Isa. 49:9–10; 65:13; 

Ezek. 34:29; Ps. 17:14. 

Luke 6:21  “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 

• Weeping: Luke has “weeping” instead of Matthew’s “mourning.”  
• Weeping belong to the typical language of Luke, occurring some 25 times.  
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• The turning of tears to joy is part of the vision of the end time: Isa. 49:9–10; 65:13; Ezek. 34:29; 

Ps. 17:14. 

Luke 6:22  “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you and insult you 
and reject you as evil on account of the Son of Man! 

• This beatitude—an addition—reflects the later time of the church, when followers of Jesus were 
harassed.  

• It also reflects the experience of exclusion from the synagogue. This is most likely not a formal 
exclusion but a practical one.  

• Cf. That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the 
apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria.  (Acts 8:1) 

Luke 6:23 Rejoice in that day, and jump for joy, because your reward is great in heaven. For their 
ancestors did the same things to the prophets. 

• Joy is a major theme of Luke (12-3-20-18).  
• Leaping for joy is mentioned also in birth narrative: When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 

child leaped in her womb. (Luke 1:41); For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leaped for joy. (Luke 1:44). 

Luke 6:24  “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your comfort already.  
25  “Woe to you who are well satisfied with food now, for you will be hungry. 
 “Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep.  
26  “Woe to you when all people speak well of you, for their ancestors did the same things to 
the false prophets. 

• The woes—which may to back to Q and Jesus himself—express the mirror opposite of the 
beatitudes. As such, they make for uncomfortable reading.  

• Apart from the severe warnings therein, the woes take us back to the Magnificat and the sermon 
in Nazareth in Luke’s version. 

• Heard deeply, the beatitudes and the woes underline the Jubilee reversal of conditions, very 
much are the heart of the Lucan programme. 

Prayer 
O God, who alone can satisfy our deepest hungers,  
protect us from the lure of wealth and power;  
move our hearts to seek first your kingdom,  
that ours may be the security and joy  
of those who place their trust in you.  

We make our prayer through your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God,  for ever and ever. Amen. 

Conversation 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4. Prayer 

Programme 
1. Introduction 
2. Preaching in Nazareth 
3. Sermon on the Plain 
4. Prayer 
5. Transfiguration 
6. Cross 
7. Emmaus 

Sequence 
• Vocabulary 
• Luke 1-2 
• Jesus at prayer 
• Parables 
• I bless you, Father 
• The Lord’s Prayer 
• Teaching on prayer 
• And so… 

Vocabulary 
• To pray: Luke 1:10; 3:21; 5:16; 6:12, 28; 9:18, 28-29; 11:1-2; 18:1, 10-11; 19:46; 20:47; 

22:40-41, 44-46; Acts 1:14, 24; 2:42; 3:1; 6:4, 6; 8:15; 9:11, 40; 10:4, 9, 30-31; 11:5; 12:5, 12; 
13:3; 14:23; 16:13, 16, 25; 20:36; 21:5; 22:17; 28:8 

• Prayer: Luke 6:12; 19:46; 22:45; Acts 1:14; 2:42; 3:1; 6:4; 10:4, 31; 12:5; 16:13, 16 
• To praise: Luke 2:13, 20; 19:37; Acts 2:47; 3:8-9 
• To glorify: Luke 2:20; 4:15; 5:25-26; 7:16; 13:13; 17:15; 18:43; 23:47; Acts 3:13; 4:21; 11:18; 

13:48; 21:20 
• To bless: Luke 1:42, 64; 2:28, 34; 6:28; 9:16; 13:35; 19:38; 24:30, 50-51, 53; Acts 3:26 

Luke 1-2 
• Zechariah at prayer 
• Elizabeth — basis for the Hail Mary 
• Zechariah — the Benedictus (morning prayer) 
• Mary — the Magnificat (evening prayer) 
• Angels — the basis for the Gloria (Sundays) 
• Simeon — the Nunc dimmitis (night prayer) 
• Anna at prayer 

• Old: Luke 1-2 are filled with an atmosphere of genuine Old Testament / Jewish piety.  
• New: the activity of the Holy Spirit. 

• These prayers are introduced using special words, which resonate throughout the Gospel 
• To praise: angels (2:13); shepherds (2:20); crowds welcoming Jesus to Jerusalem (19:37). 
• To glorify: shepherds (2:20); of the paralysed man (5:25, 26). The people of Nain (7:16), the 

bent woman (13:13), the grateful beggar (17:15), the blind man (18:43). 
• To bless: Zechariah (1:64); Simeon (2:22); the disciples in the Temple (24:53). NB: Mary is called 

blessed by Elizabeth (1:42) 

Jesus at prayer 
• Jesus himself a prayer, in Luke’s Gospel 
• In this Gospel, Jesus prayer more frequently than in both Mark and Matthew combined.   
• Jesus praying: Luke 3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18; 9:29; 11:1; 22:41, 44-45; 23:46.  
• Jesus sometimes prays alone: 5:16 and 9:18. 

• Jesus was praying after His baptism when the heavens opened (3:21).  
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• After the cure of the leper Jesus withdrew to the wilderness and prayed (5:16). The parallel in 

Mark has Jesus praying only once but in Luke 5:16 it was Jesus’ custom.  
• Jesus spent all night on the hills in prayer before He chose the Twelve (6:12-16).  
• Jesus was praying alone when He asked the disciples “Who do the people say I am?” (9:18-22).  
• Eight days later He took Peter, James and John and went up on the mountain to pray (9:28) and 

while praying He was transfigured (9:29).  
• Jesus prayed for Simon that his faith might not fail (22:32).  
• Only Luke tells us that Jesus prayed for His crucifiers (23:34) and committed His spirit into the 

hands of Father (23:46). 
• Prayer is a common activity done by the main characters in Acts as well (Acts 1:14; 2:42; 3:1; 

etc.). 

• All the reported prayers of Jesus in Luke begin with “Father” 
• Luke 10:21   On that same occasion Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I praise you, 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 
intelligent, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your gracious will. 22 All 
things have been given to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, or 
who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son decides to reveal him.” 

• Luke 11:2 So he said to them, “When you pray, say: 
 Father, may your name be honoured; 
 may your kingdom come. 
• Luke 22:42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me. Yet not my will but yours be 

done.” 
• Luke 23:34 But Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” 
• Luke 23:46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my 

spirit!” And after he said this he breathed his last.  

Parables 
• The Friend at Midnight (Luke 11:1:5-8) 
• The Unjust Judge (Luke 18:1-8) 
• The Pharisee and the Publican (8:9-14) 

Luke 18:9   Jesus also told this parable to some who were confident that they were righteous and 
looked down on everyone else. 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed about himself like this: ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like other people: extortionists, unrighteous people, adulterers—or even like this 
tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of everything I get.’ 13 The tax collector, however, 
stood far off and would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, be merciful 
to me, sinner that I am!’ 14 I tell you that this man went down to his home justified rather than the 
Pharisee. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 

I bless you, Father 
• This “exclamation” is also found in Matthew 11:25-27 
• It comes from the Q sayings sources 
• It feels like something out of John’s Gospel 
• Luke adds “rejoiced” and “in the Holy Spirit” 

Luke 10:21   On that same occasion Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I praise you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent, and 
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your gracious will. 22 All things have been 
given to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son decides to reveal him.” 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
• The Lord’s Prayer is also found in Mt 6:10-13 and the Didachē 8:2.  

Luke 11:1   Now Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he stopped, one of his disciples said to 
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 2 So he said to them, “When you 
pray, say: 
 Father, may your name be honoured; 
 may your kingdom come. 
3  Give us each day our daily bread, 
4  and forgive us our sins, 
 for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 
 And do not lead us into temptation.” 

Matthew Q Sayings Source Luke

Matt 11:25   At that time  
Jesus declared,  
“I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you 
have hidden these things from 
the wise and understanding 
and revealed them to little 
children; 26 yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will.  

Q10:21 At «that time»  
he said:  
I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, for you hid 
these things from sages and the 
learned, and disclosed them to 
children. Yes, Father, for that is 
what it has pleased you to do.

Luke 10:21   In that same hour 
he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit 
and said,  
“I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you 
have hidden these things from 
the wise and understanding 
and revealed them to little 
children; yes, Father, for such 
was your gracious will. 

27 All things have been handed 
over to me by my Father, and 
no one knows the Son except 
the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.

22 Everything has been 
entrusted to me by my Father, 
and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, nor does 
anyone know the Father except 
the Son, and to whomever the 
Son chooses to reveal him.

22 All things have been handed 
over to me by my Father, and 
no one knows who the Son is 
except the Father, or who the 
Father is except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.”

Matthew Q Sayings Source Luke

Matt 6:10    Our Father in 
heaven

Q11:2 Father —  Luke 11:2 “Father, 

hallowed be your name — may your name be kept holy! hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come let your reign come: Your kingdom come.

your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily 
bread,

3 Our day’s bread give us 
today;

3 Give us each day our daily 
bread,

12   and forgive us our 
debts,

4 and cancel our debts for us, 4   and forgive us our sins,

as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.

 as we too have cancelled for 
those in debt to us;

for we ourselves forgive 
everyone who is indebted to 
us.
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• From the Didachē  

Did. 8:2 Nor should you pray like the hypocrites. Instead, pray like this, just as the Lord 
commanded in his Gospel: 

 “Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread,  
 and forgive us our debt, as we also forgive our debtors;  
 and do not lead us into temptation,  
 but deliver us from the evil one;  
 for yours is the power and the glory forever.”  

Did. 8:3 Pray like this three times a day.  

Commentary 
Luke 11:1   Now Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he stopped, one of his disciples said 
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 

• Luke frequently shows Jesus at prayer. 
• The request of the disciples could well be the setting for the original teaching on prayer. 
• John the Baptist had a prayer for his disciples as well, evidently. 
• The disciples are inspired by Jesus’ example of prayer. 

Luke 11:22  So he said to them, “When you pray, say: 
 Father, may your name be honoured; 
 may your kingdom come.  

• “Father”, common in all religions and in Judaism, as well.  
• It has a special meaning for Jesus and for those who believe in him. 
• All Jesus’ prayers in Luke start with “Father”.  
• Cf. Luke 10:21-22.  
• “When” indicates a general pattern. 

• The “name” means the person.  
• Eventually, in the Acts, the writer will insist upon the name of the Lord and the “in the name of 

Jesus Christ” etc.  
• The kingdom is a metaphor for God’s rule or reign. 
• In Jesus’  teaching, it points to the end of time, God’ rule fully revealed.  

Luke 11:3 Give us each day our daily bread, 

• In Matthew, bread could be a metaphor for all we need to live. 
• In Luke, it is much more concrete: the bread for each day.  
• “Give” = present imperative, meaning keep on giving.  
• Lit. Give us each the read we need for today.  

Matthew Q Sayings Source Luke

13 And lead us not into 
temptation,

and do not put us to the test! And lead us not into 
temptation.” 

but deliver us from evil.
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Luke 11:4 and forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

• Forgiveness of sins: 1:77; 3;3; 5:20-21, 23-24; 7:47-49; 12:10; 23:34; 24:27 etc. in the Acts.  
• This is no “tit for tat” exchange. On the contrary! 
• Forgiveness is a gift we can receive only if we give it away immediately. 

Luke 11:4 And do not lead us into temptation.” 

• God does not lead in to temptation.  
• The time of trial is not just any temptation but the temptation, under pressure of persecution or 

the like, to give up the faith altogether.  
• The correct translation should be: do not allow us to come to the time of trial. 
• Cf. Luke 22:40, 46 (Gethsemane. 

Three early versions of the Lord’s Prayer: Matthew, Luke and The Didachē.  
• Luke places the teaching on the setting of Jesus’ own prayer. 
• That prayer awakens a desire in the disciples to be able to pray like Jesus. 
• The prayer is not “a prayer” but a series of steps to follow while praying. 

Teaching on prayer 
Luke 11:9   “So I tell you: Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and the 
door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and 
to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 What father among you, if your son asks for a 
fish, will give him a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 
If you then, although you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  

And so… 
• Prayer is hugely significant for Luke.  
• Jesus himself prays 
• Many others prayer 
• Many prayers are given 
• Three parables are devoted to prayer. 
• There is an extended teaching on prayer in Luke 11:1-13 and 18:1-14.  
• Prayer etc. remains vital in the Acts 
• Heart of prayer: the Holy Spirit. 

• Prayer is the heart beat of faith 
• In prayer: we call God “Father” 
• In prayer: the Holy Spirit is with us 
• Prayer is joyful 
• We pray: always and insistently 
•  We pray: so as not to lose heart 
• In prayer, we ask confidently 
• In prayer, we praise, glorify and bless  
• Prayer: alone and with others 

Prayer 
Provident Father,  
with the prayer your Son taught us always on our lips,  
we ask, we seek, we knock at your door. 

In our every need,  
grant us the first and best of all your gifts,  
the Spirit who makes us your children. 
We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
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who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. Amen 

Conversation 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5. Transfiguration 

Programme 
1. Introduction 
2. Preaching in Nazareth 
3. Sermon on the Plain 
4. Prayer 
5. Transfiguration 
6. Cross 
7. Emmaus  

Sequence 
• Layout 
• Transfiguration 
• Background 
• Synoptic Gospels 
• Special to Luke 
• Mystery 
• Commentary 
• Prayer 
• Conversation 

Layout 
• Prologue: Luke 1:1–4:13 

✴ Galilee Luke 4:14-9:50 
✴ Journey to Jerusalem Luke 9:51-19:28 
✴ Jerusalem: 19:29-23:56 

• Epilogue: 24:1-53 

• Intense teaching on prayer through the Gospel 
• Jesus as a prophet figure, taking us beyond the prophets of old 
• Jesus’ death (exodus) is modelled on that of the prophets and martyrs 
• Jesus is the Son of God, in a unique way 

Transfiguration 
Luke 9:28   Now about eight days after these sayings, Jesus took with him Peter, John, and James, 
and went up the mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face was 
transformed, and his clothes became very bright, a brilliant white. 30 Then two men, Moses and 
Elijah, began talking with him. 31 They appeared in glorious splendour and spoke about his 
departure that he was about to carry out at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and those with him were quite 
sleepy, but as they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 
Then as the men were starting to leave, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let 
us make three shelters, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”–not knowing what he 
was saying. 34 As he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid 
as they entered the cloud. 35 Then a voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my 
Chosen One. Listen to him!” 36 After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. So they kept 
silent and told no one at that time anything of what they had seen. 

• Transfiguration in all three Gospels 
• Broadly similar 
• Significant differences: theophany, apocalyptic vision and moment of prayer 
• Method: comparison and background 

• In Mark 9:2-10, it is an epiphany, an anticipation of the end, to give the disciples courage during 
the passion.  

• In Matthew 17:1-9, it is an apocalyptic vision, again to give courage, but with a special intensity.  
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• Luke, avoiding the word transfiguration (metamorphosis) with its pagan overtones, portrays the 

encounter as a moment of prayer consistent with Luke’s portrait of Jesus as a man of prayer 
• The disappearance of Moses and Elijah is part of Luke’s theology that the times were changing 

and a new era beginning, with the new exodus (= departure), explicitly identified with the cross 
and resurrection of Jesus.  

• All three Gospels make the connection with the Baptism. 

Background 
Exod 24:15   Moses went up the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of 
the LORD resided on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. On the seventh day he 
called to Moses from within the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in plain view of the people. 18 Moses went into the 
cloud when he went up the mountain, and Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 

Matthew Mark Luke

Matt 17:1   Six days later Jesus 
took with him Peter, James, 
and John the brother of James, 
and led them privately up a 
high mountain. 2 And he was 
transfigured before them. His 
face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became white as light. 
3 Then Moses and Elijah also 
appeared before them, talking 
with him. 4 So Peter said to 
Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to 
be here. If you want, I will make 
three shelters–one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
5 While he was still speaking, a 
bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my one 
dear Son, in whom I take great 
delight. Listen to him!” 6 When 
the disciples heard this, they 
were overwhelmed with fear 
and threw themselves down 
with their faces to the ground. 
7 But Jesus came and touched 
them. “Get up,” he said. “Do 
not be afraid.” 8 When they 
looked up, all they saw was 
Jesus alone. 

Mark 9:2   Six days later Jesus 
took with him Peter, James, 
and John and led them alone 
up a high mountain privately. 
And he was transfigured 
before them, 3 and his clothes 
became radiantly white, more 
so than any launderer in the 
world could bleach them. 4 
Then Elijah appeared before 
them along with Moses, and 
they were talking with Jesus. 5 
So Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, 
it is good for us to be here. Let 
us make three shelters–one for 
you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.” 6 (For they were 
afraid, and he did not know 
what to say.) 7 Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, and a 
voice came from the cloud, 
“This is my one dear Son. 
Listen to him!” 8 Suddenly 
when they looked around, they 
saw no one with them any 
more except Jesus. 

Luke 9:28   Now about eight 
days after these sayings, Jesus 
took with him Peter, John, and 
James, and went up the 
mountain to pray. 29 As he was 
praying, the appearance of his 
face was transformed, and his 
clothes became very bright, a 
brilliant white. 30 Then two 
men, Moses and Elijah, began 
talking with him. 31 They 
appeared in glorious splendor 
and spoke about his departure 
that he was about to carry out 
at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter 
and those with him were quite 
sleepy, but as they became 
fully awake, they saw his glory 
and the two men standing with 
him. 33 Then as the men were 
starting to leave, Peter said to 
Jesus, “Master, it is good for us 
to be here. Let us make three 
shelters, one for you and one 
for Moses and one for Elijah”–
not knowing what he was 
saying. 34 As he was saying 
this, a cloud came and 
overshadowed them, and they 
were afraid as they entered the 
cloud. 35 Then a voice came 
from the cloud, saying, “This is 
my Son, my Chosen One. 
Listen to him!” 36 After the 
voice had spoken, Jesus was 
found alone. So they kept silent 
and told no one at that time 
anything of what they had 
seen.
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Exod 34:29    Now when Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the 
testimony in his hand–when he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of 
his face shone while he talked with him. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin 
of his face shone; and they were afraid to approach him. 31 But Moses called to them, so Aaron 
and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and Moses spoke to them.  

1 Kgs 19:9   He went into a cave there and spent the night. All of a sudden the LORD spoke to him, 
“Why are you here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been absolutely loyal to the LORD, the 
sovereign God, even though the Israelites have abandoned the agreement they made with you, 
torn down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left and now they want 
to take my life.” 11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD. Look, the 
LORD is ready to pass by.” A very powerful wind went before the LORD, digging into the mountain 
and causing landslides, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the windstorm there was an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake, there was a fire, but 
the LORD was not in the fire. After the fire, there was a soft whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he 
covered his face with his robe and went out and stood at the entrance to the cave. All of a sudden 
a voice asked him, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 

Dan 10:6 His body resembled yellow jasper, and his face had an appearance like lightning. His 
eyes were like blazing torches; his arms and feet had the gleam of polished bronze. His voice 
thundered forth like the sound of a large crowd.  

Dan 10:7   Only I, Daniel, saw the vision; the men who were with me did not see it. On the contrary, 
they were overcome with fright and ran away to hide. 8 I alone was left to see this great vision. My 
strength drained from me, and my vigour disappeared; I was without energy. 9 I listened to his 
voice, and as I did so I fell into a trance-like sleep with my face to the ground. 10 Then a hand 
touched me and set me on my hands and knees. 11 He said to me, “Daniel, you are of great value. 
Understand the words that I am about to speak to you. So stand up, for I have now been sent to 
you.” When he said this to me, I stood up shaking. 

Mark: Sower  Q: Lord’s Prayer 
M: Magi         L. Prodigal 
 
    

• 94% of Mark is in Matthew (= 55% of Matthew) 
• 79% of Mark is in Luke (= 42% of Luke) 
• Matthew and Luke share 252 vv. (Q) of sayings 
• 35% of Luke is unique to him  
•

158/59 
Mark 

[96]                         [61] 

  
Matthew               Luke 
194 / 90           [8]          209 / 140 

• First number: the total number of words. 
• Second number: the number special to each evangelist. 
• In square brackets, the number of words shared with the other two. 
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Special to Luke 
• Eight days, to pray 
• His appearance changed (special word) 
• His departure (exodus); Jerusalem 
• The disciples remain awake 
• As they were leaving… 
• They entered the cloud 
• Silence is natural (not instructed) 

• v. 28 Introduction and context 
• vv. 29-31 The sign from God 
• v. 32 A general human reaction 
• vv. 33 A specific human reaction 
• vv. 34-35 Interpretation of the sign from God 
• v. 36 Human reaction and conclusion.  

• The immediate setting is like Mark’s - the seeing of the Kingdom. 
• “Time” of Moses and Elijah is over 
• Jesus’ death is an “exodus” 
• Genre: example of prayer 

Mystery 
• As a theophany, or even as a “Christophany”, the story shows the marks of such accounts: the 

mysterium (elusive), tremendum (awesome) et fascinans (delightful).  
• Behind the traditions, lies a profound spiritual experience of Jesus, shared with the apostles.  
• As with all authentic religious experiences, it can be conveyed in symbol and metaphor but 

never directly described.  
• Commonly such “appearance stories” take place on a mountain, there is a voice from the 

cloud, there is some unnatural light or radiance. Those experiencing the vision are both 
attracted and frightened. Usually, there is a word of reassurance.  

Commentary 
Luke 9:28   Now about eight days after these sayings, Jesus took with him Peter, John, and James, 
and went up the mountain to pray.  

• After which words? Truly I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God.  

• The eight days should be six, but eight may refer to the day of resurrection.  
• To pray marks a special emphasis  in Luke. 

Luke 9:29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face was transformed, and his clothes became 
very bright, a brilliant white.  

• When he was praying — Luke makes prayer the explicit setting. The appearance of his face 
became “other.”  

• Luke avoids the word metamorphosis used by the other gospels, perhaps because it was 
current in pagan cults and he writes for a Gentile audience.  

• “Dazzling” in Luke makes a verbal link with the resurrection proclamation at the empty tomb. 

Luke 9:30 Then two men, Moses and Elijah, began talking with him.  

• Two men, i.e. another link to the empty tomb proclamation at 24:4. 
• Moses:   The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you–from your 

fellow Israelites; you must listen to him.  (Deut 18:15) 
• Elijah: Look, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible day of the Lord 

arrives.  (Mal 4:5) 
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Luke 9:31 They appeared in glorious splendour and spoke about his departure that he was about 
to carry out at Jerusalem.  

• Talking to him about his exodus that is, the cross and resurrection will be a new exodus for all 
people.  

• Jerusalem is mentioned because in Luke-Acts, Jerusalem is the centre of salvation: 9:31, 51,53; 
13:22, 33; 17:11; 18:31; 19:11; 24:47-49, 52; Acts 1:8. 

Luke 9:32 Now Peter and those with him were quite sleepy, but as they became fully awake, they 
saw his glory and the two men standing with him.  

• The disciples overcome their sleepiness to witness the vision. 
• Sleepiness makes a link with Gethsemane in Luke.  

Luke 9:33 Then as the men were starting to leave, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to 
be here. Let us make three shelters, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”–not knowing 
what he was saying.  

• As they are leaving him, Peter speaks. The title used is important.  
• Master is found only in Luke and suggests special relationship with the inner group, in contrast 

with Lord and teacher.  

Luke 9:34 As he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as 
they entered the cloud.  

• Luke times the fear to coincide with entering into the cloud, i.e. sharing the awesome 
experience. 

Luke 9:35 Then a voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to 
him!”  

• The chosen or “elect” is a term found in the Lucan writings.  
• Listening and hearing are a feature of the Lucan proclamation since ch. 4. 
• Luke 23:35 The people also stood there watching, but the rulers ridiculed him, saying, “He 

saved others. Let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, his chosen one!” 

Luke 9: 36 After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. So they kept silent and told no one 
at that time anything of what they had seen. 

• Luke eliminates the discussion of the resurrection and the so-called messianic secret command.  
• We are left with the impression that silence descended upon them naturally on account of the 

extraordinary nature of the experience. 

Prayer 
God of the Covenant,  
your presence fills us with awe,  
your word gives us unshakable hope.  

Fix in our hearts the image of your Son in glory,  
that, sustained on the path of discipleship,  
we may pass over with him to newness of life. 

We make our prayer through Christ,  
our deliverance and hope,  
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Conversation 
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6. The Cross 

Programme 
1. Introduction 
2. Preaching in Nazareth 
3. Sermon on the Plain 
4. Prayer 
5. Transfiguration 
6. Cross 
7. Emmaus  

Sequence 
• Four stories of the death 
• Where are we in Luke? 
• Luke 23 
• Luke’s teaching 
• Prayer 

Four stories 
• Mark: the tragic Son of God 
• Matthew: Jesus’ death as the turn of the age 
• Luke: Jesus a prophet and martyr 
• John: Jesus as the Word, revealing God’s glory 

Where are we in Luke? 
Luke 1-4  Preparation  
Luke 5-9  Ministry in Galilee 
Luke 10-19  Road to Jerusalem 
Luke 20-24  Saving events in the Holy City 

• Two tasks: 
• Without looking: write down what you remember about the trial and death of Jesus 
• Then, 9 groups each looking at one part of the story — to notice things and ask questions 
• Then: sharing what we remembered 

1. Luke 22:63-71 Jesus before the Jewish leaders 
2. Luke 23:1-5 Jesus before Pilate 
3. Luke 23:6-12 Jesus before Herod 
4. Luke 23:13-25 Jesus sentenced 
5. Luke 23:26-31 Jesus and the women of Jerusalem 
6. Luke 23: 32-38 The mocking 
7. Luke 23:39-43 The Good Thief 
8. Luke 23:44-49 The death of Jesus 
9. Luke 23:50-56 The burial of Jesus 
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GROUP 1 

Luke 22:63   Now the men who were holding Jesus under guard began to mock him and beat 
him. 64 They blindfolded him and asked him repeatedly, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 They also 
said many other things against him, reviling him.  

Luke 22:66   When day came, the council of the elders of the people gathered together, both the 
chief priests and the experts in the law. Then they led Jesus away to their council 67 and said, “If 
you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I ask you, 
you will not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the 
power of God.” 70 So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” He answered them, “You say 
that I am.” 71 Then they said, “Why do we need further testimony? We have heard it ourselves from 
his own lips!” 

GROUP 2 
Luke 23:1   Then the whole group of them rose up and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2 They began 
to accuse him, saying, “We found this man subverting our nation, forbidding us to pay the tribute 
tax to Caesar and claiming that he himself is Christ, a king.” 3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the 
king of the Jews?” He replied, “You say so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I 
find no basis for an accusation against this man.” 5 But they persisted in saying, “He incites the 
people by teaching throughout all Judea. It started in Galilee and ended up here!” 

GROUP 3  
Luke 23:6   Now when Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 When he 
learned that he was from Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who also happened to be 
in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to 
see him, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him perform some miraculous 
sign. 9 So Herod questioned him at considerable length; Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief 
priests and the experts in the law were there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Even Herod with his 
soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, dressing him in elegant clothes, Herod 
sent him back to Pilate. 12 That very day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other, for prior 
to this they had been enemies. 

GROUP 4 
Luke 23:13   Then Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, 14 and said 
to them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. When I examined him 
before you, I did not find this man guilty of anything you accused him of doing. 15 Neither did 
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, he has done nothing deserving death. 16 I will therefore 
have him flogged and release him.” 

Luke 23:18   But they all shouted out together, “Take this man away! Release Barabbas for us!” 19 
(This was a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city, and for 
murder.) 20 Pilate addressed them once again because he wanted to release Jesus. 21 But they 
kept on shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to them, “Why? What wrong has he 
done? I have found him guilty of no crime deserving death. I will therefore flog him and release 
him.” 23 But they were insistent, demanding with loud shouts that he be crucified. And their shouts 
prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. 25 He released the man 
they asked for, who had been thrown in prison for insurrection and murder. But he handed Jesus 
over to their will 

GROUP 5 
Luke 23:26   As they led him away, they seized Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 
country. They placed the cross on his back and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great number 
of the people followed him, among them women who were mourning and wailing for him. 28 But 
Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 
yourselves and for your children. 29 For this is certain: The days are coming when they will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs that never bore children, and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
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30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’ 31 For if 
such things are done when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

GROUP 6 
Luke 23:32   Two other criminals were also led away to be executed with him. 33 So when they 
came to the place that is called “The Skull,” they crucified him there, along with the criminals, one 
on his right and one on his left. 34 [But Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what 
they are doing.”] Then they threw dice to divide his clothes. 35 The people also stood there 
watching, but the rulers ridiculed him, saying, “He saved others. Let him save himself if he is the 
Christ of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 
wine, 37 and saying, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the king of the Jews.”  

GROUP 7 
Luke 23:39   One of the criminals who was hanging there railed at him, saying, “Aren’t you the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Don’t you fear God, since you 
are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we rightly so, for we are getting what we 
deserve for what we did, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 And Jesus said to him, “I tell you the truth, 
today you will be with me in paradise.” 

GROUP 8 
Luke 23:44   It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, 45 because the sun’s light failed. The temple curtain was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, 
calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And after he said 
this he breathed his last.  

Luke 23:47   Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he praised God and said, 
“Certainly this man was innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, 
when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all those who 
knew Jesus stood at a distance, and the women who had followed him from Galilee saw these 
things.  

GROUP 9 
Luke 23:50   Now there was a man named Joseph who was a member of the council, a good and 
righteous man. 51 (He had not consented to their plan and action.) He was from the Judean town 
of Arimathea, and was looking forward to the kingdom of God. 52 He went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and placed it in a tomb cut 
out of the rock, where no one had yet been buried. 54 It was the day of preparation and the 
Sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee followed, and 
they saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56 Then they returned and prepared aromatic 
spices and perfumes. 

On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.  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Mark Luke

Accusations: he perverts our nation, forbids 
tribute to Caesar; calls himself Christ, a king.

"Are you the king of the Jews" "Are you the king of the Jews"

- Jesus: "So you say" Pilate: "No crime"

- Jesus sent to Herod who returns him. Pilate: "no 
crime."

Barabbas Barabbas

"Crucify him!" "Crucify him!" Pilate: "no crime."

Jesus scourged and handed over. Jesus delivered up to their will.

Jesus mocked with crown of thorns. -

Simon of Cyrene carries cross. Simon of Cyrene carries cross.

- Women of Jerusalem weep for Jesus.

Mark Luke

They came to Golgotha. They came to Skull Place.

They crucified him. Crucified him and two criminals on right and 
left.

- Jesus: "Father, forgive them."

Cast lots for his clothes. Third hour Cast lots for his clothes.

"The King of the Jews." -

Two brigands then crucified on right and left of 
Jesus.

-

Passersby mock Jesus. People watch.

Chief priests & scribes mock him. Rulers scoff at Jesus.

- Soldiers mock Jesus, offering vinegar.

- "This is the King of the Jews"

Jesus reviled by others crucified. One convict repents; "Paradise today!"
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Mark Luke

Sixth hour brings darkness. Sixth hour brings darkness.

- Sun eclipsed; Temple curtain torn.

"Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani!" Jesus screams & says, "Father, to you I 
commend my spirit"

Elijah? Sour wine thought of, but not given

Jesus screams and breathes his last. He breathes his last.

Temple curtain torn. -

Centurion: "God’s Son!" Centurion: "He was innocent!"

- Crowd leaves beating breasts in sorrow

Four women see all from afar. All Jesus’ acquaintances and the women stand 
at a distance.

Mark Luke

Joseph of Arimathea, a council member, asks 
Pilate for the body.

Joseph of Arimathea, a council member who 
opposed their action, asks Pilate for the body.

Pilate checks on death of Jesus. -

Body wrapped in shroud. Body wrapped in shroud.

Rock tomb. Unused rock tomb.

Stone against door. Day of Preparation.

Mary Magdalene & Mary (Joses’ mother) 
observe the tomb.

Women from Galilee observe tomb.
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Teaching of Luke 
Acts 7:54   When they heard these things, they became furious and ground their teeth at him. 55 
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked intently toward heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look!” he said. “I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, shouting out with 
a loud voice, and rushed at him with one intent. 58 When they had driven him out of the city, 
they began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their cloaks at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. 59 They continued to stone Stephen while he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60 
Then he fell to his knees and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them!” When he had said this, he died. 

• Jesus, God’s prophet martyr (lit. witness) 
• Jesus is innocent (Pilate, Herod, Jesus, the Good Thief, the centurion) 
• Jesus “dispenses” gifts: reconciliation (Pilate and Herod), consolation (the women), 

forgiveness (the soldiers), life after death (the Good Thief) 
• Jesus prays a prayer of trust at the end 
• Effect of Jesus death: on the centurion (glorifies God), on the crowds (conversion), on the 

disciples (contemplating) 

• Notice: no theology of atonement, punishment or substitution 
• Rather: Jesus dies as a faithful prophet and true witness 
• Instead: the disclosure of the mercy of God to all 
• Romans 3:21-26 can help here  

Rom 3:21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God (which is attested by the law and 
the prophets) has been disclosed– 22 namely, the righteousness of God through the faithfulness of 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God. 24 But they are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.  

25 God publicly displayed him at his death as the mercy seat accessible through faith. This was to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because God in his forbearance had passed over the sins 
previously committed. 26 This was also to demonstrate his righteousness in the present time, so 
that he would be just and the justifier of the one who lives because of Jesus’ faithfulness. 

Prayer 
O God of eternal glory, 
you anointed Jesus your servant 
to bring us your forgiveness 
to encourage the weary,  
to raise up and restore the fallen. 

Keep before our eyes 
the paschal mystery of Christ 
and, by our sharing in his passion and resurrection, 
may we come to know today his love in our lives. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
our passover and our peace,  
who lives with you now and always 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God for ever and ever. Amen.  

Conversation 
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7. Emmaus 

Programme 
1. Introduction 
2. Preaching in Nazareth 
3. Sermon on the Plain 
4. Prayer 
5. Transfiguration 
6. Cross 
7. Emmaus 

Sequence 
• Visual Meditation 
• Reading the Emmaus story 
• Background 
• Sources 
• Narrative 
• Concentric layout 
• Coming to Easter Faith 
• Back to the story itself 
• Prayer 

Reading the Emmaus story 
Luke 24:13   Now that very day two of them were on their way to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking to each other about all the things that had 
happened. 15 While they were talking and debating these things, Jesus himself approached and 
began to accompany them 16 (but their eyes were kept from recognising him). 17 Then he said to 
them, “What are these matters you are discussing so intently as you walk along?” And they stood 
still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 He said to 
them, “What things?” “The things concerning Jesus the Nazarene,” they replied, “a man who, with 
his powerful deeds and words, proved to be a prophet before God and all the people; 20 and how 
our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But 
we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. Not only this, but it is now the 
third day since these things happened. 22 Furthermore, some women of our group amazed us. 
They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back 
and said they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of those who were 
with us went to the tomb, and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 So 
he said to them, “You foolish people–how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things written about 
himself in all the scriptures.  

Luke 24:28   So they approached the village where they were going. He acted as though he 
wanted to go farther, 29 but they urged him, “Stay with us, because it is getting toward evening 
and the day is almost done.” So he went in to stay with them.  

Luke 24:30   When he had taken his place at the table with them, he took the bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to them. 31 At this point their eyes were opened and they recognised him. 
Then he vanished out of their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us 
while he was speaking with us on the road, while he was explaining the scriptures to us?” 33 So 
they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem. They found the eleven and those with them 
gathered together 34 and saying, “The Lord has really risen, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then 
they told what had happened on the road, and how they recognised him when he broke the bread. 
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Background 
• Reference to Moses (= the Pentateuch), the Prophets (meaning both historical books and 

prophets) and all the Scriptures (possibly meaning the last part of the OT, “the writings”). To find 
out which texts resonated with the early Christians, read Luke-Acts and see which texts are 
consistently referred to. E.g. Isaiah 53, Psalm 110, Psalm 118 etc.  

• In the programmatic scene in Nazareth, Luke 4:16-30 refers to Isaiah 61:1-2; 58:6 as well as to 1 
Kings 17:1, 8-16; 18:1; 2 Kings 5:1-14. 

• Perhaps the story nearest is that of Abraham’s hospitality to his three guests, unaware that they 
are “angels” (= God really). The Graeco-Roman reader would be familiar with such stories about 
the gods disguised. 

Sources 

Now (lit. and behold): 28-0-26-8 
Two: 40-18-29-13 
of them: 9-3-9-7 
On the same day: 0-0-2-0 
Going: 29-3-51-37 
Village: 4-7-12-1 
About 5-2-4-2 
Jerusalem 2-0-27-37 (there are two 
forms in Greek for Jerusalem; the 
occurrence of the other form is: 
11-10-4-22 
Name: 23-15-24-60 
Emmaus 0-0-1-0 
Talking: 0-0-2-2 
With each other: 0-4-8-4 
Happened 0-1-1-3 
Discussing: 0-6-2-2 
Drew near: 7-3-18-6 
Went with: 0-1-3-0 
Eye: 24-7-17-7 
Prevented: 12-15-2-4 
Recognise: 6-4-7-13 
Discussing: 0-0-1-0 
Walk 7-9-5-8 
Stand: 21-10-26-35 
Sad: 1-0-1-0 
Answer: 55-30-46-20 
Only: 14-6-10-8 
Stranger: 0-0-1-0 
Know: 20-12-28-16 
To happen: 75-55-131-125 
In these days: 0-0-3-1 
What?: 7-4-8-4 
Jesus: 152-82-88-69 
Nazarene: 0-4-2-0 
Man 8-4-27-100 
Prophet: 37-6-29-30 
Powerful: 3-5-4-6 
Word: 33-24-32-65 
Deed: 6-2-2-10 
Before: 0-0-3-2 
Hand over: 31-20-17-13 
High Priests: 25-22-15-22 

Leaders: 5-1-8-11 
To be condemned: 1-1-3-1 
Death: 7-6-7-8 
Crucify: 10-8-6-2 
To hope:1-0-3-2 
To be about to do (mellō): 9-2-12-34 
To redeem: 0-0-1-0 
Israel: 12-2-12-15 
Third: 12-7-10-14 
Since: 0-0-5-0 
Woman: 29-17-41-19 
Astound: 1-4-3-8 
Morning: 0-0-1-0 
Tomb: 7-8-8-1 
Find: 27-11-45-35 
Body: 14-4-13-1 
Vision: 0-0-2-1 
Alive: 6-3-9-12 
Foolish: 0-0-1-0 
Slow: 0-0-1-0 
Heart: 16-11-22-20 
Believe 11-14-9-37 
To declare: 26-21-31-59 
Necessary: 8-6-18-22 
To suffer: 4-3-6-5 
Christ [messiah]: 16-7-12-25 
To enter: 36-30-50-34 
Glory: 7-3-13-4 
To begin: 13-27-31-10 
Moses: 7-8-10-19 
To interpret: 0-0-1-1 
Scripture: 4-3-4-7 
To act as if: 0-0-1-0 
Further (comparative): 0-0-1-0 
To urge: 0-0-1-1 
To stay: 3-2-7-13 
Evening: 0-0-1-2 
To be nearly over: 1-0-4-0 
Already: 7-8-10-3 
Day: 45-27-83-94 
To be at table: 0-0-5-0 
To take: 53-20-21-29 
Bread: 21-21-15-5 
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To bless: 5-5-13-1 
To bread: 3-3-2-4 
To give: 56-39-60-35 
To be opened: 0-1-4-3 
Vanished: 0-0-1-0 
Not (ouchi) 9-0-18-2 
To burn: 1-0-2-0 
Road (way): 22-16-20-20 
To open: 0-1-4-3 
To get up: 4-17-27-45 

Hour: 21-12-17-11 
To return: 0-0-21-11 
To be gathered: 0-0-1-0 
Eleven: 1-1-2-2 
Rise: 36-19-18-13 
Appeared: 1-1-3-5 
Simon (meaning the apostle): 5-7-12-4 
To tell (explain): 0-0-1-4 
Breading of the bread: 0-0-1-1 

Sources 
• In the analysis of the vocabulary count, unique means that it occurs only in Luke or in 

Luke-Acts. Strongly Lucan vocabulary means any word which occurs in another Gospel 
but which occurs 50% more frequently in Luke. Non-Lucan means any word that does not 
occur elsewhere in Luke or Acts.  

• Unique vocabulary: one the same day, Emmaus, talking, discussing, stranger, in these 
days, before, to redeem, since, morning, vision, foolish, slow, to interpret, to act as it, 
further, to urge, evening, to be at table, vanished, to return, to be gathered, to tell, the 
breaking of the bread.  

• Strongly Lucan vocabulary: going, village Jerusalem, with each other, to draw near, to 
happen, man, leaders, to be condemned, to hope, to find, alive, necessary, to suffer, 
glory, to begin, to stay, to be nearly over, day, to bless, to be opened, not (ouchi), to burn, 
to open, to get up, eleven, appeared, Simon,  

• Non-Lucan vocabulary: (none) 

Narrative 
• It is a narrative, that is, a story with a plot 
• Within the biblical tradition, it is a theophany 
• A story unique to Luke (the story of Philip and the Eunuch in Acts mirrors it).  
• Both belong to a type of folktale in which the welcome to the unrecognised stranger 

turns out to be the decisive event of your life.  
• In the Jewish tradition, there are stories of Elijah, interestingly, exactly in this role.  
• The Lucan version exhibits the typical features of resurrection appearance stories: doubt, 

lack of recognition, revelation and mission. 

Narrative — Elijah disguised 
The young Eleazar, son of the great Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai, was determined to make his 
own way in the world. He would not learn Torah and be a Rabbi and teacher. He would make 
a career in the Roman government, which his father hated. At one point, the Romans put 
Eleazar in charge of animals and labourers who could be rented for trucking and 
transportation.  

Elijah, ever remembered for the good, disguised as an old man came to him one time and 
said to him: “Get a beast of burden ready for me.” Eleazar asked: “And what do you have to 
load on the animal?” Elijah said: “I have this worn out water skin, my cloak, and myself, as 
rider.” Eleazar said to himself: “Take a look at this old man whom I can pick up and carry to 
the end of the world; and he says to me, ‘Get a beast of burden ready for me’?” So what did 
Eleazar do? He put Elijah on his back, took him up mountainsides, and brought him down 
into valleys, across fields of thorns and fields of thistles.  

Along the way, Elijah began to bear down upon him, making himself heavier and heavier. 
Eleazar said: “Old man, old man! Lighten yourself. If not, I shall throw you off.” Elijah asked: 
“Would you like to take a few breaths?” He replied: “Yes.” So, what did Eleazar do? He took 
Elijah to a field where he set him down under a tree and gave him something to eat and 
drink. After Elijah ate and drank, he asked Eleazar: “What will all this wandering around get 
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you? Would it not be better for you to settle down and take up the trade of your ancestors?” 
Eleazar asked: “Can you teach me their occupation?” Elijah replied: “Yes.”  

There are those who say that Elijah, ever remembered for the good, taught him for thirteen 
years until he knew all of Sifra, the ancient teachings on the book of Leviticus; once he was 
able to carry all of the Sifra he could not even carry his own cloak. (Pesikta d’Rav Kahanna 
11:22)  

Narrative 
• Plot structure 

✓ Exposition 
✓ Inciting moment 
✓ Complication 
✓ Climax 
✓ Dénouement 

• Kinds of Plots 
• Plots of Action   “Reversal” (they return) 
• Plots of Knowledge  “Insight” (hearts burning) 
• Plots of Character  “Growth” (“had hoped”) 
• All three kinds of plot play a role and the climax varies accordingly 

• Watch when the story “turns” 
• Knowledge: “At this point their eyes were opened and they recognised him.” (Luke 

24:31)  
• Character: “They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us while he was 

speaking with us on the road, while he was explaining the scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32) 
• Action: “So they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:33) 

3. Narrative of Jesus’ condemnation and death  
2. Narrative of Jesus’ ministry  
4. Narrative of the women at the tomb 
5. Narrative of “some of us” at the tomb 
1. Narrative of Old Testament hopes 
7. Narrative of the appearance to Peter 
6. Narrative of the pilgrims’ moment of recognition 

1. Narrative of Old Testament hopes 
2. Narrative of Jesus’ ministry 
3. Narrative of Jesus’ condemnation and death 
4. Narrative of the women at the tomb 
5. Narrative of “some of us” at the tomb 
6. Narrative of the pilgrims’ moment of recognition 
7. Narrative of the appearance to Peter 

Concentric 
• Chiastic patterns: ABB*A* 
• Concentric patterns: ABCB*A* 
• Q: is the physical centre the centre of meaning?  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A 13 (in the same/Jerusalem/going) 

 B 14 (they were talking to each other) 
   C 15ab (Jesus himself drew near) 
   D 16 (something prevented them from recognising him) 

    E 17-19a (he makes a request which stops them) 

     F 19b-24 (ministry, death and tomb, no sight) 
      G 25 slowness of heart/ slow to believe 
     F' 26-27 (ministry, death and tomb, in the light of SS) 

    E' 28-30 (they make a request which stops him) 
    
   D' 31a (their eyes were opened, they recognised him) 
    C' 31b (He disappears from them) 
 B' 32 (they speak to each other) 

A' 33a (in the same/ Jerusalem/returning) + Coda: 33-35 

vv.13f  This sets up the story, the characters and the situation. The reader knows  it is Jesus and 
becomes an observer of the birth of faith. 

v.17  He makes them stop. 
vv. 18f Highly ironic that they should tell him, of all people, the story of his own death and 

resurrection!  
vv. 5f   Luke makes Jesus do what the early Christians did: look to the scriptures  to understand 

their astounding experiences.  
vv. 8f   They make him stop. The scene does echo the Eucharist, but that is not the chief point: 

the Risen Lord comes in  to us to stay with us when we desire it (cf. they urged him 
strongly). 

vv. 33f  Mutual confirmation of faith stories 

• So, the centre is overcoming “slowness of heart to believe” 
• Cf. “Blessed are the people who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29) 
• I.e. the needs of a much later generation are being met 

Coming to Easter faith 
• Awareness of longing (“We had hoped”) 
• Familiarity with the Jesus story 
• Jesus’ story read in light of Scripture (continuity / faithfulness) 
• The witness of the early church (the women etc.) 
• The sovereign self-presentation of the Risen Lord 
• The fleeting character of our elusive “epiphanies” 
• The key role of our desire (“Stay with us…”) 
• The celebration of the risen Lord in the breaking of the bread 
• The confirmation of the faith through the experience of the community 
• The power of retrospective reflection 

Back to the story 
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Prayer 
O God of mystery,  
out of death you delivered Christ Jesus,  
and he walked in hidden glory with his disciples. 

Stir up our faith,  
that our hearts may burn within us  
at the sound of his word,  
and our eyes be opened to recognise him 
in the breaking of the bread. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
the first-born from the dead 
who lives with you now and always 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Conversation 

soli deo gloria 
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