
Deacons Knock

God’s first chosen people: 
Their story and ours

Old Testament 1 
In our faith and worship



Welcome

(1) New importance for believers

(2) Vatican II

(3) Evangelisation today

(4) Pope Francis: “The joy of the Gospel”



Detailed Programme

(1) The Old Testament in our faith and worship

(2) The use of the Old Testament in the readings

(3) The Torah / Pentateuch

(4) A literary history of the Bible / Israel

(5) Praying the Psalms

(6) Justice: the prophetic voice



Sequence
(1) The Mother Religion

(2) What is the Old Testament?

(3) Challenge and Benefit

(4) Reading the OT today

(5) Use in the Liturgy

(6) Task

(7) Open conversation



The Mother Religion

(1) Jews and Christians

(2) Christianity is born of Judaism

(3) Renewed respect / reconciliation

(5) We are all spiritually semites (Pius XI)

(6) Nostra Aetate (Vatican II)



The Mother Religion
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The Mother Religion



What is the “Old Testament”?

(1) The Bible of the Jews 24 (39)

(2) The Protestant Old Testament (39)

(3) The Catholic Old Testament (46)

(4) The Orthodox Old Testament (51)



The Bible of the Jews

Jewish Bible or Tanakh

Torah (Pentateuch)

Nevi’im (Prophets)

Khetuvim (Writings)



Reformed Old Testament

(1) Identical to the Jewish Bible

(2) Yes to books written in Hebrew

(3) No to extra books in Greek (even translations)



Catholic Old Testament

(1) Based on the Latin (Vulgate)

(2) Based on the Greek (Septuagint)

(3) 39 Books of the Hebrew Bible

(4) Plus 7 extra books and additions



Catholic Old Testament

(1) Books: Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, 1 + 2 
Maccabees

(2) Additions: Esther 10-16, Dan 3:24-90, 13 and 14.

(3) The Deuterocanonical books (Catholic) or the 
Apocrypha (Reformed)















Challenge and Benefit

(1) It can feel very remote

(2) Parts are extremely violent

(3) Parts seem to us immoral

(4) You need to know a lot



Challenge and Benefit
“Because the Bible says so” 

Laura Schlessinger

Lev 25:24 says I may indeed possess slaves, provided 
they are purchased from neighbouring nations. 

A friend of mine claims that this applies to Mexicans but 
not to Canadians. Can you clarify? What can’t I own 
Canadians?



Reading the OT today

Library

NB the extra books



Reading the OT today

(1) It really is a library

(2) It reflects a long history

(3) It contains many different kinds of writings

(4) It shows an evolution in faith



Reading the OT today
(1) Creation myths

(2) Ancient sagas and 
legends

(3) “History”

(4) Prophecy

(7) Poetry 

(8) Wisdom

(9) Novels and short stories

(10)One “comic” book (at 
least one!)



Reading the OT today

Experience of life

Prayer

Wisdom

Quest for justice

Foundational images

Its okay to skip bits



Use in the Liturgy

(1) Though difficult, it is also the Word of God

(2) It was the Bible of Jesus himself

(3) St Paul used it to explore the meaning of Jesus

(4) NT: impossible to read without it



Use in the Liturgy

(1) Vatican II

(2) Renewal of the liturgy

(3) Rediscovery of Scripture

(4) The Lectionary 

(5) Before Vatican II

(6) The current Lectionary



Use in the Liturgy
Verses total  
in the Bible 

Verses used  
in the Missal 

% used  
in the Missal 

NT Gospels 3997 848 (1962) 22.4% (1962) 

2181 (1970) 57.8% (1970) 

NT Epistles 4178 461 11.00% 

1061 25.4% 

OT Readings 25,044 255 1.02% 

932 3.7% 



Use in the Liturgy

(1) More: on weekdays 13.7%

(2) Less: Christmas, Easter, Pentecost

(4) Gospel: continuous reading

(5) St Paul: continuous reading

(6) OT: never continuous on Sundays



27 January 2019
First reading: Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10
Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, 
consisting of men, women, and children old enough to 
understand. This was the first day of the seventh 
month. On the square before the Water Gate, in the 
presence of the men and women, and children old 
enough to understand, he read from the book from 
early morning till noon; all the people listened 
attentively to the Book of the Law.
  Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the 
purpose. In full view of all the people – since he stood 
higher than all the people – Ezra opened the book; and 
when he opened it all the people stood up. Then Ezra 
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people 
raised their hands and answered, ‘Amen! Amen!’; then 
they bowed down and, face to the ground, prostrated 
themselves before the Lord. And Ezra read from the 
Law of God, translating and giving the sense, so that 
the people understood what was read.

  Then Nehemiah – His Excellency – and Ezra, priest 
and scribe and the Levites who were instructing the 
people said to all the people, ‘This day is sacred to the 
Lord your God. Do not be mournful, do not weep.’ For 
the people were all in tears as they listened to the 
words of the Law.
  He then said, ‘Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, 
and send a portion to the man who has nothing 
prepared ready. For this day is sacred to our Lord. Do 
not be sad: the joy of the Lord is your stronghold.’



27 January 2019
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life.

The law of the Lord is perfect,
  it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
  it gives wisdom to the simple.

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life.

The precepts of the Lord are right,
  they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear,
  it gives light to the eyes.

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life.

The fear of the Lord is holy,
  abiding for ever.

The decrees of the Lord are truth
  and all of them just.

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life.
May the spoken words of my mouth,
  the thoughts of my heart,
win favour in your sight, O Lord,
  my rescuer, my rock!

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life.

Psalm 19 (= Psalm 18)



3 February 2019
First reading: Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19
In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was addressed to me, 
saying:
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you;
before you came to birth I consecrated you;
I have appointed you as prophet to the nations.
‘So now brace yourself for action.
Stand up and tell them
all I command you.
Do not be dismayed at their presence,
or in their presence I will make you dismayed.
‘I, for my part, today will make you
into a fortified city,
a pillar of iron,
and a wall of bronze
to confront all this land:
the kings of Judah, its princes,
its priests and the country people.
They will fight against you
but shall not overcome you,
for I am with you to deliver you –
it is the Lord who speaks.’

  

To go with Luke 4:21-20

Jesus began to speak in the synagogue: ‘This text is being fulfilled 
today even as you listen.’ And he won the approval of all, and 
they were astonished by the gracious words that came from his 
lips They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’

  But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me the saying, 
“Physician, heal yourself” and tell me, “We have heard all that 
happened in Capernaum, do the same here in your own 
countryside.”’ And he went on, ‘I tell you solemnly, no prophet is 
ever accepted in his own country.

  ‘There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you, in Elijah’s 
day, when heaven remained shut for three years and six months 
and a great famine raged throughout the land, but Elijah was not 
sent to any one of these: he was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a 
Sidonian town. And in the prophet Elisha’s time there were many 
lepers in Israel, but none of these was cured, except the Syrian, 
Naaman.’

  When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was enraged. 
They sprang to their feet and hustled him out of the town; and 
they took him up to the brow of the hill their town was built on, 
intending to throw him down the cliff, but he slipped through the 
crowd and walked away.



3 February 2019
My lips will tell of your help.

In you, O Lord, I take refuge;
  let me never be put to shame.
In your justice rescue me, free me:
  pay heed to me and save me.

My lips will tell of your help.

Be a rock where I can take refuge,
  a mighty stronghold to save me;
  for you are my rock, my stronghold.
Free me from the hand of the wicked.

My lips will tell of your help.

It is you, O Lord, who are my hope,
  my trust, O Lord, since my youth.
On you I have leaned from my birth,

  from my mother’s womb you have been my help.

My lips will tell of your help.

My lips will tell of your justice
  and day by day of your help.
O God, you have taught me from my youth
  and I proclaim your wonders still.

My lips will tell of your help.

Psalm 71 (= Psalm 70)



Sundays in Ordinary Time (C)
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Sunday Old Testament Gospel
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Sunday Old Testament Gospel

2C Isaiah 62:1-5
God’s marriage bond with Israel

John 2:1-11
The wedding feast of Cana

3C Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10
Reading the Book of the Law
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Sundays in Ordinary Time (C)

Sunday Old Testament Gospel

2C Isaiah 62:1-5
God’s marriage bond with Israel

John 2:1-11
The wedding feast of Cana

3C Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10
Reading the Book of the Law

Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21
Jesus in Nazareth (I)

4C Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19
Call of Jeremiah

Luke 4:21-30
Jesus in Nazareth (II)

5C Isaiah 6:1-2, 3-8
Call of Isaiah

Luke 5:1-11
Call of the disciples



 Task: next two Sundays’ readings

February 17 (6C) 

Jer l7:5-8  

Psalm 1 

Luke 6:17-27 

February 25 (7C)  

1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 
11-13, 22-23  

Psalm 102 

Luke 6:27-38 



Open conversation


