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WELCOME

▸ Advent 2018 

▸ Jeremiah 

▸ 1 Thessalonians 

▸ Luke 

▸ And today? 

▸ Prayer



REJOICE!

ADVENT 2018

Advent 1 Jeremiah 
33:14-16

Psalm 24 (25):
4-5,8-9,10,14

1 Thessalonians 
3:12-4:2

Luke 21:25-28, 
34-36 End of time

Advent 2 Baruch  
5:1-9 Psalm 125 (126) Philippians 

1:4-6,8-11
Luke  
3:1-6 John the Baptist

Advent 3 Zephaniah 
3:14-18 Isaiah 12 Philippians 4:4-7 Luke 

3:10-18 John the Baptist

Advent 4 Micah 
5:1-4

Psalm 79 (80):
2-3,15-16,18-19 Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 

1:39-44 Visitation
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OUR CONTEXT

▸ VUCA 

▸ V = VOLATILITY. The nature and dynamics of change, and the nature 
and speed of change forces and change catalysts. 

▸ U = UNCERTAINTY. The lack of predictability, the prospects for surprise, 
and the sense of awareness and understanding of issues and events. 

▸ C = COMPLEXITY. The multiplex of forces, the confounding of issues, 
no cause-and-effect chain and confusion that surrounds organization. 

▸ A = AMBIGUITY. The haziness of reality, the potential for misreads, and 
the mixed meanings of conditions; cause-and-effect confusion.
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OUR CONTEXT

The capacity of individuals and organisations to deal with VUCA can be 
measured with a number of engagement themes: 

(1) Knowledge Management and Sense-Making 

(2) Planning and Readiness Considerations 

(3) Process Management and Resource Systems 

(4) Functional Responsiveness and Impact Models 

(5) Recovery Systems and Forward Practices 

(6) Systemic failures 

(7) Behavioural failures

And at 
the level 
of faith?
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ADVENT

Advent is a clarion call to renew once more, in a conscious 
and personal fashion, our engagement with the Good News.  

It is a call to realism 

It is a call to faith, conversion and prayer 

It is a call to innovation, as we face the new reality 

In other words, wake up and stay awake!
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Jeremiah 33:14-16    The Lord is our integrity 

Psalm 24 (25):4-5,8-9,10,14  Faithfulness and love 

1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2   Make progress in living 

Luke 21:25-28, 34-36    Watch! Stay awake! 

Each of these has a particular “learning” for our day.
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JEREMIAH 33:14-16

Jer 33:14   “Look, the days are coming, Yahweh declares,  
when I shall fulfil the promise of happiness  
I made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah:   

15 In those days and at that time,  
I shall make an upright Branch grow for David,  
who will do what is just and upright in the country.   

16 In those days  
Judah will triumph  
and Israel live in safety.  

And this is the name the city will be called:  
Yahweh-is-our-Saving-Justice.”
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JEREMIAH 33:14-16

▸ Jeremiah experience the exile in Babylon and wrote before, during and after. 

▸ Jeremiah (33,002 words) 

▸ Genesis (32,046 words) 

▸ Psalms (30,147 words) 

▸ Ezekiel (29,918 words) 

▸ Exodus (25, 957 words) 

▸ Isaiah (25,608 words)
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JEREMIAH 33:14-16

▸ Part I: Jer 1-25:  

▸ The first part of the book re-
enacts the dismantling of tribal 
structures, cultic institutions 
and symbolic systems. The 
telling is full of haunting 
imagery and deep feeling. A 
whole way of being has simply 
collapsed. How to cope with 
the massive wreckage of a 
cherished world?  

▸ Part II: Jer 26-52:  

▸ The second part of the book is 
devoted to a deep theology of 
suffering as the basis for the 
construction of new 
possibilities and restoration 
after the immense pain of 
deportation and exile. Given 
our situation of cultural “exile” 
at the moment, we have much 
to learn from Jeremiah.
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JEREMIAH 33:14-16

▸ Part II: Jer 26-52:  

▸ 27:1-29:32  Differing 
theologies of hope 

▸ 30:1-33:26  The Book of 
Hope 

▸ 34:1-35:19  The new 
community 

▸ 36:1-45:5  Hope amid 
disaster  

▸ 46:1-51:64  Hope for the 
refugees 

▸ 52:1-34  The restoration 
of King Jehoichin as a 
pledge of hope. 
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JEREMIAH 33:14-16

Jer 33:14   “Look, the days are coming, Yahweh declares, (ne’um Adonai)  
when I shall fulfil the promise of happiness  
I made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah:   

15 In those days and at that time,  
I shall make an upright Branch grow for David,  
who will do what is just and upright in the country.   

16 In those days  
Judah will triumph  
and Israel live in safety.  

And this is the name the city will be called:  
Yahweh-is-our-Saving-Justice.”
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PSALM 25 (24)

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

Lord, make me know your ways. 
  Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
  for you are God my saviour. 

The Lord is good and upright. 
  He shows the path to those who stray, 
He guides the humble in the right path, 
  He teaches his way to the poor. 

His ways are faithfulness and love 
  for those who keep his covenant and law. 
The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him; 
  to them he reveals his covenant.

An alphabetical Psalm (see the NJB version) 

This form is typical of the book of 
Lamentations 

It is a Wisdom psalm 

Sinners: missing the target 

NB the covenant “qualities” of YHWH 
(emeth = truth/faithfulness; hesed = love) 

Friendship could also mean “friendly 
counsel” 

Very suitable for VUCA!!

Ps 25:0   Of David 

1    ADORATION I offer, Yahweh,  2 to you, my God. 
 BUT in my trust in you do not put me to shame, let not my enemies gloat over me.  
3    CALLING to you, none shall ever be put to shame, but shame is theirs who groundlessly break faith.  
4    DIRECT me in your ways, Yahweh, and teach me your paths.  
5    ENCOURAGE me to walk in your truth and teach me since you are the God who saves me. 
  FOR my hope is in you all day long— [7c] such is your generosity, Yahweh.   
6  GOODNESS and faithful love have been yours for ever, Yahweh, do not forget them.  
7    HOLD not my youthful sins against me, but remember me as your faithful love dictates.  
8    INTEGRITY and generosity are marks of Yahweh for he brings sinners back to the path.  
9    JUDICIOUSLY he guides the humble, instructing the poor in his way.  
10    KINDNESS unfailing and constancy mark all Yahweh’s paths, for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.  
11    LET my sin, great though it is, be forgiven, Yahweh, for the sake of your name.  
12    MEN who respect Yahweh, what of them? He teaches them the way they must choose.   
13  NEIGHBOURS to happiness will they live, and their children inherit the land.   
14  ONLY those who fear Yahweh have his secret and his covenant, for their understanding.  
15    PERMANENTLY my eyes are on Yahweh, for he will free my feet from the snare.   
16  QUICK, turn to me, pity me, alone and wretched as I am!  
17    RELIEVE the distress of my heart, bring me out of my constraint.   
18  SPARE a glance for my misery and pain, take all my sins away.  
19    TAKE note how countless are my enemies, how violent their hatred for me.   
20  UNLESS you guard me and rescue me I shall be put to shame, for you are my refuge.   
21  VIRTUE and integrity be my protection, for my hope, Yahweh, is in you.  
22    Ransom Israel, O God, from all its troubles.  
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1 THESSALONIANS 3:12-4:2

1 Thess 3:12 May the Lord 
increase and enrich your love 
for each other and for all, so 
that it matches ours for you.  13 
And may he so confirm your 
hearts in holiness that you may 
be blameless in the sight of our 
God and Father when our Lord 
Jesus comes with all his holy 
ones.  

1 Thess 4:1   Finally, brothers 
and sisters, we urge you and 
appeal to you in the Lord Jesus; 
we instructed you how to live in 
the way that pleases God, and 
you are so living; but make 
more progress still.  2 You are 
well aware of the instructions 
we gave you on the authority of 
the Lord Jesus.
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1 THESSALONIANS 3:12-4:2
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1 THESSALONIANS 3:12-4:2

▸ Paul evangelised in Thessalonica, most likely non-Jews 

▸ He left for Athens and eventually Corinth 

▸ The Thessalonian experienced some kind of harassment / 
persecution and they also had questions 

▸ They contacted Paul 

▸ Paul sent Timothy from Athens (but did not come himself) 

▸ Timothy reported to Paul in Corinth 

▸ Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians from Corinth
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1 THESSALONIANS 3:12-4:2

Verses Words Letter / Speech

1:1 Greeting Prescript (letter)

1:2-10 Thanksgiving Introduction (exordium)

2:1-3:13 Relationships Proof 1 (probatio)

4:1-12 Holiness Proof 2 (probatio)

4:13-5:11 Hope Proof 3 (probatio)

5:12-27 Exhortation Conclusion (peroratio)

5:28 Greeting Postscript (letter)
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1 THESSALONIANS 3:12-4:2

▸ 1:9 For the people of those 
regions report about us what 
kind of welcome we had among 
you,  

▸ and how you turned to God 
from idols, to serve a living and 
true God,   

▸ 10 and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us 
from the wrath that is coming. 

▸ = 2:1-3:13 (relationships) 

▸ = 4:1-12 (holiness)   

▸ = 4:13-5:11 (hope)
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1 THESSALONIANS 3:12-4:2

▸ 1 Thess 3:12-13 — end of relationship discussion in the form 
of a prayer 

▸ This part fits well with Advent 1 and with the first part of the 
Gospel 

▸ 1 Thess 4:1-2 - start of the discussion on how to living in a 
hostile environment as a believer in Christ 

▸ The second part fits well with the second part of the Gospel 

▸ VUCA again!
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1 THESSALONIANS 3:12-4:2

1 Thess 3:12 May the Lord 
increase and enrich your love 
for each other and for all, so 
that it matches ours for you.  13 
And may he so confirm your 
hearts in holiness that you may 
be blameless in the sight of our 
God and Father when our Lord 
Jesus comes with all his holy 
ones.  

1 Thess 4:1   Finally, brothers 
and sisters, we urge you and 
appeal to you in the Lord Jesus; 
we instructed you how to live in 
the way that pleases God, and 
you are so living; but make 
more progress still.  2 You are 
well aware of the instructions 
we gave you on the authority of 
the Lord Jesus.
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LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

Luke 21:25   ‘There will be signs in the 
sun and moon and stars; on earth 
nations in agony, bewildered by the 
turmoil of the ocean and its waves;  26 
men fainting away with terror and fear 
at what menaces the world, for the 
powers of heaven will be shaken.  27 
And then they will see the Son of man 
coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory.  28 When these things begin to 
take place, stand erect, hold your heads 
high, because your liberation is near at 
hand.’  

Luke 21:34   ‘Watch yourselves, or your 
hearts will be coarsened by 
debauchery and drunkenness and the 
cares of life, and that day will come 
upon you unexpectedly,  35 like a trap. 
For it will come down on all those living 
on the face of the earth.  36 Stay awake, 
praying at all times for the strength to 
survive all that is going to happen, and 
to hold your ground before the Son of 
man.’  
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LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

▸ “Apocalyptic”, a particular kind of writing which flourished 
from about 200 bc onwards in certain Jewish contexts.  

▸ The major apocalypses in the Bible are the Daniel and 
Revelation.  

▸ Mark 13 is known as the Little Apocalypse and forms the 
basis for the Lucan text here. 
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LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

▸ Luke’s end-time discourse (21:5-37) unfolds in three distinct, uneven 
moments.  

1*  The Fall of the Temple (21:5-11) 

2   The time before the Fall of the Temple (21:12-19) 

1*  The Fall of the Temple (21:20-24)  

3   The Days of the Son of Man (21:25-37) 

▸ Our excerpt, therefore, comes from the very last part of the discourse. 
For the readers of Luke, Parts 1 and 2 are already past (Jerusalem has 
fallen etc.). 



PLANTING SEEDS OF HOPE AND HAPPINESS



PLANTING SEEDS OF HOPE AND HAPPINESSTEXT

LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

▸ Luke 21:26 is an allusion: For thus says the Lord of hosts: 
Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and 
the earth and the sea and the dry land. (Hag 2:6)  

▸ Luke 21:27 is a citation: As I watched in the night visions, I 
saw one like a son of man coming with the clouds of 
heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was 
presented before him. (Dan 7:13)  

▸ Luke 21:35 is an allusion: Terror, and the pit, and the snare 
are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth! (Isa 24:17) 
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LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

Luke 21:25 [Jesus said:] 
“There will be signs in the 
sun, the moon, and the 
stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of 
the sea and the waves.  

▸ The discourse broadens out 
from Jerusalem with the 
expression “signs” and the 
use of “earth” and “nations.”  

▸ Here, the Markan tradition, 
which saw particular, 
historical events as the sign 
of the end, is adjusted to 
point to cosmic signs, 
visible to all. 
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LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

Luke 21:26 People will faint 
from fear and foreboding 
of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken. 

▸ The text moves from 
celestial signs to the 
reactions of those still 
alive, vividly portrayed.  

▸ There is no mistaking the 
“shock and awe” 
marking the end. Notice 
again the mention of 
“world.” 
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LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

Luke 21:27 Then they will 
see ‘the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud’ with 
power and great glory. 

▸ This is a direct citation of Daniel 
7:13. Luke has prepared his readers 
for this — see Luke 9:26; 11:30; 
12:8, 40; 17:22, 24, 26, 30; 18:8.  

▸ The Son of Man is coming not with 
violence and vengeance; instead, it 
will be the very same Jesus whom 
we know from Luke’s portrait, full of 
compassion and love.  

▸ The proper preparation for his 
return is not speculation about the 
end, but simply repentance and 
loving service. 

Luke 9:26 Those who are ashamed of me 
and of my words, of them the Son of Man 
will be ashamed when he comes in his glory 
and the glory of the Father and of the holy 
angels.  

Luke 11:30 For just as Jonah became a sign 
to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man 
will be to this generation.  

Luke 12:8   “And I tell you, everyone who 
acknowledges me before others, the Son of 
Man also will acknowledge before the 
angels of God;  

Luke 12:40 You also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.”  

Luke 17:22   Then he said to the disciples, 
“The days are coming when you will long to 
see one of the days of the Son of Man, and 
you will not see it.  

Luke 17:24 For as the lightning flashes and 
lights up the sky from one side to the other, 
so will the Son of Man be in his day.  

Luke 17:26 Just as it was in the days of 
Noah, so too it will be in the days of the Son 
of Man.  

Luke 17:30 —it will be like that on the day 
that the Son of Man is revealed.  

Luke 18:8 I tell you, he will quickly grant 
justice to them. And yet, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  
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LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

Luke 21:28 Now when 
these things begin to take 
place, stand up and raise 
your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing 
near.”

▸ At this point, Luke omits 
Mark: “Then he will send 
out the angels, and gather 
his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of 
the earth to the ends of 
heaven” (Mark 13:27)  

▸ He replaces that verse 
with fitting words of 
encouragement.
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LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

Luke 21:34 “Be on guard 
so that your hearts are not 
weighed down with 
dissipation and 
drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that 
day catch you 
unexpectedly, 35 like a 
trap. 

▸ “Be on your guard” is a theme 
in Luke (12:1; 17:3; 20:46).  

▸ He is really struggling against 
a relaxed complacency now 
that the end is not an 
immediate threat.  

▸ Luke alone mentions 
dissipation etc. which brings 
the discourse very much into 
present experience.
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LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

Luke 21: 35 For it will come 
upon all who live on the 
face of the whole earth. 

▸ Luke underscores the 
universality of these 
events.  

▸ Once more, it won’t be 
simply historical 
upheavals, but a cosmic, 
universal event.
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LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

Luke 21:36 Be alert at all 
times, praying that you 
may have the strength to 
escape all these things that 
will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of 
Man.”

▸ The verb used here for 
praying means rather 
more narrowly 
interceding, that is, prayer 
of petition (5:12; 8:28, 38; 
9:38, 40; 10:2; 22:32).  

▸ Teaching on prayer is a 
feature of Luke, as is his 
more frequent portrayal of 
Jesus at prayer.
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AND TODAY?

▸ The Christian project proclaims a person and a vision — in the modern 
phrase, an alternative narrative, a profoundly alternative narrative.  

▸ This narrative is not a pretend world sheltering us from reality. On the 
contrary, it calls for engagement and for transformation from within.  

▸ It is not enough that we know we are not radically alone (I am with 
you always) or that we have a thrilling alternative vision (happy are 
the poor, happy the merciful).  

▸ Rather, such convictions make sense only when we living them fully, 
radically, joyfully from within the lived reality of our lives. 
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PRAYER

God, our saviour, you utter a word of promise and hope and 
hasten the day of justice and freedom, yet we live in a world 
forgetful of your word, our watchfulness dulled by the cares of life.  

Keep us alert. Make us attentive to your word, ready to look on 
your Son when he comes with power and great glory. Make us 
holy and blameless, ready to stand secure when the day of his 
coming shakes the world with terror. 

We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day 
draws near: your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.


