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From ashes to light



WELCOME

SEQUENCE

▸ Lent 2017 

▸ Reading 3 

▸ Reading 1 

▸ Reading 2 

▸ Themes across the 
readings 

▸ Potential 

▸ Pointers for prayer 

▸ Prayer



LENT 2017

THE PLAN OF THE READINGS

1
Gen 2:7-9; 

3:1-7
Adam and 

Eve
Rom 

5:12-19 
Adam and 

Jesus
Mt 

4:1-11
The Tempting of 
the Son of God

2 Gen 12:1-4 Abraham 2 Tim 
1:8-10

God’s grace Mt 
17:1-9

Transfiguration

3 Ex 17:3-7 Moses
Rom  

5:1-2, 5-8 God’s love
Jn 

4:5-42 The Samaritan

4
1 Sam 16:1, 
6-7, 10-13 David Eph 5:8-14 Light of Christ

Jn 
9:1-41 Man born blind

5 Ezek 37:12-14 The Exile Rom 8:8-11 Jesus will  
give life

Jn 
11:1-45

Lazarus





JOHN 11:1-45

SEQUENCE

▸ Read and ask questions 

▸ Unusual features 

▸ Place in the Fourth Gospel 

▸ What kind of story is this? 

▸ Significant internal links 

▸ Teaching 

▸ Potential 

▸ Prayer



JOHN 11:1-45

INTRODUCTION

▸ Pivotal account 

▸ Gathers in John 1-12 

▸ Leads to John 13-21 

▸ Christ is risen! I.e. the Christian proclamation 

▸ One-to-one encounters  

▸ Shift from a message to a person



JOHN 11:1-45

UNUSUAL FEATURES

▸ Mary and Martha 

▸ Luke 10:38-42 (L) 

▸ Sisters, hospitality, 
contrasting reactions 

▸ Early on the journey 
towards Jerusalem 

▸ Lazarus 

▸ Luke 16:19-31 (L) 

▸ Sores, death, 
resurrection  

▸ A character in a parable; 
contrast is with the rich 
man



JOHN 11:1-45

UNUSUAL FEATURES

▸ Several of the characters 
have roles in future 
scenes.  

▸ This is very unlike what we 
have encountered so far in 
this Gospel, where each 
symbolic scene is really 
self-contained.  

▸ Lazarus does get 
mentioned elsewhere: 
12:1, 9, 17.  

▸ Mary appears again in 
12:3. She is not Mary 
Magdalene.



JOHN 11:1-45

UNUSUAL FEATURES

▸ Martha gets mentioned in 
12:2. 

▸ Caiaphas resurfaces in 
18:13, 14, 24, 28. 

▸ Thomas 14:5; 20:24, 26; 
21:2. 

▸ Pharisees 12:19, 42; 18:3.  

▸ There is an unusual 
reference to a previous 
story – the Blind Man – 
perhaps mirrored by Jesus 
as the one having light.



JOHN 11:1-45

PLACE IN THE FOURTH GOSPEL

1. The Book of Signs (1-12) 

2. The Book of Glory (13-21) 

3. The plot against Jesus (10:40-11) 

4. The emotional climax (11:35-38) 

5. The teaching climax (11:26-27)



JOHN 11:1-45

PLACE IN THE FOURTH GOSPEL

1. The wedding feast at 
Cana,  

2. The woman at the 
Well 

3. The royal official’s son  

4. The multiplication of 
the loaves 

5. The walking on the 
water 

6. The man born blind 

7. The raising of Lazarus.



JOHN 11:1-45

PLACE IN THE FOURTH GOSPEL

A  Across the Jordan (= Bethany 1), many believed in him    
 (10:40-42)  

 B  Jesus, Lazarus, Mary, Martha, Bethany; cross references  
  (11:2) and burial (11:1-44) 

  C  The plot against Jesus takes off (11:45-57) 

 B*  Jesus, Lazarus, Mary, Martha, Bethany; cross references  
  (11:2) and burial (12:1-8) 

A* House of Lazarus (= Bethany 2); many believed in him (12:9-11)



JOHN 11:1-45

PLACE IN THE FOURTH GOSPEL

A   vv.1-19 Jesus, the illness and death Lazarus, the    
  disciples and the Jews 

 B   vv.20-22 Jesus and Martha 

  C   vv.23-27 Jesus reveals himself as the     
    resurrection and the life 

 B*  vv.28-32 Jesus and Mary 

A*  vv.33-44 Jesus, the resurrection of Lazarus, Mary   
  and Martha, and the Jews



JOHN 11:1-45

PLACE IN THE FOURTH GOSPEL

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  24 Martha said to 
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”  

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  

  Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,   

  26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 

 Do you believe this?”  

27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 



JOHN 11:1-45

WHAT KIND OF STORY IS THIS?

▸ What it is not! 

▸ It is not just another miracle 

▸ Unlike: the widow’s son at Nain 

▸ Unlike: the daughter of Jairus



JOHN 11:1-45

WHAT KIND OF STORY IS THIS?

▸ The writer has slowly moved from relatively short miracle 
stories to longer scenes with typically Johannine discourse 
material.  

▸ The extreme example of this development is the Lazarus story 
where the dialogue assumes such importance.  

▸ In another sense, while this story gathers in all that has 
happened before, it also “unleashes” what follows.  

▸ Thus, for example, immediately, there is a meeting of the high 
priests to plot the death of Jesus.



JOHN 11:1-45

WHAT KIND OF STORY IS THIS?

▸ Exposition: v.1-5 

▸ Inciting Moment: v.6 

▸ Complication(s): v. 7-43 see next slide 

▸ Climax v.44a 

▸ Conclusion 44b 

▸ Consequences 45ff.  

▸ Plot of action, knowledge and character



JOHN 11:1-45

WHAT KIND OF STORY IS THIS?

▸ 11:7-10/11-16 – the 
disciples try to dissuade 
Jesus from heading back 
into danger. A further 
misunderstanding ensues. 
Even the clarification is 
misunderstood, in a 
peculiar mood swing.  

▸ 11:17-27 – Jesus and 
Martha – faith is 
demanded of her first and 
she is confident that God 
will do whatever Jesus 
asks.  Mary makes a very 
full acknowledgement of 
the identity of Jesus.



JOHN 11:1-45

WHAT KIND OF STORY IS THIS?

▸ 11:28-32 – Jesus and Mary – the faith is implied in the 
gestures. 

▸ 11:33-43 – Jesus himself is engaged in the love of his 
friends. 



TEXT

WHAT KIND OF STORY IS THIS?

Narrative Plot 

Exposition: v.1-5 

Inciting Moment: v.6 

Complication(s) (see next slide) 

(Knowledge, Character) 

Action Climax v.44a 

Conclusion 44b 

Consequences 45ff.  

Concentric layout 

A  vv.1-19 Jesus, the illness and death 
Lazarus, the disciples and the Jews 

B. vv.20-22 Jesus and Martha 

C  vv.23-27 Jesus reveals himself as 
the resurrection and the life 

B*  vv.28-32 Jesus and Mary 

A*  vv.33-44 Jesus, the resurrection of 
Lazarus, Mary and Martha, and the 
Jews



JOHN 11:1-45

WHAT KIND OF STORY IS THIS?

▸ Climax 

▸ The seventh, climactic sign 

▸ The fifth I AM image 

▸ What kind of story is this? 

▸ A quest narrative, but more than that 

▸ A plot — of knowledge (Mary), action (Lazarus) and character (Jesus) 

▸ Place in the Gospel as a whole 

▸ A bridge passage which reaches across Part One of this Gospel (1-12) 
directly into Part Two (13-21).



JOHN 11:1-45

SIGNIFICANT INTERNAL LINKS

▸ John’s Gospel puts before the believer a 
grand array of I AM sentences, rooted in 
the name of God in Exodus 3:14  

▸ God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He 
said further, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’”  (Ex 
3:14) 

▸ I AM I AM He who blots out your 
transgressions for my own sake, and I will 
not remember your sins.  (LXX Is 43:25) 

▸ Altogether, they constitute a resounding 
reminder that we believe first of all in a 
person, not in a philosophy. 

▸ I AM the bread of life. (John 6:35, 48, 51) 

▸ I AM the light of the world (John 8:12; 
9:5) 

▸ I AM the gate for the sheep (John 10:7, 9) 

▸ I AM the good shepherd (John 10:11, 14) 

▸ I AM the resurrection and the life (John 
11:25) 

▸ I AM the way, and the truth, and the life 
(John 14:6) 

▸ I AM the true vine (John 15:1, 5). 



JOHN 11:1-45

SIGNIFICANT INTERNAL LINKS

John 1:1   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning 
with God.  3 All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people.  5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  



JOHN 11:1-45

SIGNIFICANT INTERNAL LINKS

John 5:21 “Indeed, just as the Father 
raises the dead and gives them life, so 
also the Son gives life to whomever he 
wishes.  22 The Father judges no one but 
has given all judgment to the Son,  23 so 
that all may honour the Son just as they 
honour the Father. Anyone who does not 
honour the Son does not honour the 
Father who sent him.  24 Very truly, I tell 
you, anyone who hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal 
life, and does not come under judgment, 
but has passed from death to life. 25 
Very truly, I tell you, the hour is 

coming, and is now here, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and those who hear will live.  26 
For just as the Father has life in himself, 
so he has granted the Son also to have 
life in himself;  27 and he has given him 
authority to execute judgment, because 
he is the Son of Man.  28 Do not be 
astonished at this; for the hour is coming 
when all who are in their graves will hear 
his voice 29 and will come out—those 
who have done good, to the resurrection 
of life, and those who have done evil, to 
the resurrection of condemnation.” 



JOHN 11:1-45

SIGNIFICANT INTERNAL LINKS

John 20:1   Early on the first day of the 
week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from 
the tomb.  2 So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.”  3 Then Peter and the 
other disciple set out and went toward 
the tomb.  4 The two were running 
together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first.  5 He 

bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in.  6 Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there,  7 and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but 
rolled up in a place by itself.  8 Then the 
other disciple, who reached the tomb 
first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed;  9 for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must 
rise from the dead.  10 Then the disciples 
returned to their homes.



JOHN 11:1-45

TEACHING

▸ Resurrection is not a doctrine or 
primarily an event: it is a person 

▸ Resurrection discloses the depths 
of God’s love 

▸ Belief this this Gospel: 
11-14-9-98 

▸ Access to resurrection is through 
relationship / being loved

   Mt  Mk Lk  Jn 

To believe 11 14 9 98 

Faith   8 5 11 0 

Faithful  5 0 6 1 

Unfaithful  1 1 2 1 

Total   25 20 28 100



READING 1

EZEKIEL 37:(11)12-14

Ezek. 37:11 Then he said to me, 
“Mortal, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ 12 Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am 
going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, 
O my people; and I will bring 

you back to the land of Israel.  
13 And you shall know that I 
am the LORD, when I open 
your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my 
people.  14 I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken 
and will act,” says the LORD.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM

PSALM 130 (129)

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 
  Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 
  to the voice of my pleading. 
With the Lord there is mercy and 
fullness of redemption. 

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 
  Lord, who would survive? 
But with you is found forgiveness: 
  for this we revere you. 

My soul is waiting for the Lord. 
  I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 
  more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak 
  and Israel on the Lord.) 

Because with the Lord there is mercy 
  and fullness of redemption, 
Israel indeed he will redeem 
  from all its iniquity.



READING 2

ROMANS 8:8-11

Rom 8:8 Those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God. 9 
You, however, are not in the 
flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed 
the Spirit of God lives in you. 
Now if anyone does not have 
the Spirit of Christ, this person 
does not belong to him. 10 
But if Christ is in you, your 
body is dead because of sin, 

but the Spirit is your life 
because of righteousness. 11 
Moreover if the Spirit of the 
one who raised Jesus from 
the dead lives in you, the 
one who raised Christ from 
the dead will also make your 
mortal bodies alive through 
his Spirit who lives in you. 



LENT 5A

THEMES ACROSS THE READINGS

Our first reading is not really 
about personal resurrection. 
Nevertheless, it affirms faith 
in God who has power over 
death and life. It names 
something of the tragedy of 
the human condition and 
God’s responding offer of 
salvation. 

Ezekiel’s promise of a new 
heart and a new spirit finds 
an echo in Paul’s great 
chapter 8 to the Romans. 
The link between the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead and our own 
experience of the indwelling 
Spirit. 



LENT 5A

THEMES ACROSS THE READINGS

Like the first reading, the 
Lazarus story names the 
human condition. What is 
God’s response? The phrase 
“see how much he loved 
love him” is a clue.  

Only in the Fourth Gospel do 
we find the teaching that 
God loves us enough to 
raise us from the dead. 
Resurrection is no longer 
simply a gift or even an 
event, but a person. Jesus is 
for us the resurrection and 
the life.



LENT 5A

POTENTIAL

▸ Facing the death of those close to us 

▸ Acknowledgement of complex emotions 

▸ General optimism and concrete hope in Jesus 

▸ Faith not simply as conviction but as relationship 

▸ Easter faith is an encounter



LENT 5A

POTENTIAL

Let the risen Jesus enter your 
life, welcome him as a friend, 
with trust: he is life! If up till 
now you have kept him at a 
distance, step forward. He will 
receive you with open arms.  

If you have been indifferent, 
take a risk: you won’t be 
disappointed.  

If following him seems 
difficult, don’t be afraid, trust 
him, be confident that he is 
close to you, he is with you 
and he will give you the 
peace you are looking for and 
the strength to live as he 
would have you do. 

Easter 2013



LENT 5A

PRAYER

Merciful God, 
you showed your glory to our fallen race 
by sending your Son 
to confound the powers of death. 

Call us forth from sin’s dark tomb. 
Break the bonds which hold us, 
that we may believe and proclaim Christ 
the cause of our freedom and the source of life, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
holy and mighty God for ever and ever. Amen. 




